Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



t^^ 



\ 



r 



Y 




f-;=:,\)v:.r> :!.A,>:r;i'.;iOK 






! 



Harpf^ '<:'". foi^ht Editio n' _ 



} n i;.n\ AL 






t:e couBfeB 



V 1 I : j 






;^.\RD AN.' .■ • ' -'^ 



I T J' » ? •» »1 » • * 



». •■' 



'■ NEW ^{;i:u 
X ^' A B P E R & B n n J H R R 8, 

NO. 82 CH»F-STItfclJ. 

1837. 



Hof pef's Stereot jfpe Edthom 



JOURNAL 

OF 

AN EXPEDITION TO EXPLORE THE COUESE 
AND TERMINATION 

OF 

THE NIGER? 

WITH A 

NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE DOWN THAT RIVER TO ITS 

TERMINATION. 



CJ^Lv^n^' 



RICHARD^ AND JOHN LANDER. 



lltLVfTKATBO WITH ■ H O R A ▼ 1 II • ■ A II D HAPI 

IN TWO VOLITME& 

VOL- I. 

wmmsssaBSBsassBSBasssaasaBsam 
^ NEW YORK : 

HARPER & BROTHERS, 
wo. 83 CLirr-sTftfiiT. 



18 37. 



sJl|\^tC»'^ 



I<^yi4i ':lU/^^'* 5^ 






^'jt )/ 






v.. 



ADDRESS TO THE PUBUC. 



It is with considerable diffidence we presume to 
lay our imperfect labours before the world. We 
are conscious that many defects will be found in 
our Narrative, both as regards its style and arrange- 
ment ; but we are equally sensible that the public 
are to be our judges, and on their candour and gene- 
rosity we confidently rely. Surely when the public 
reflect, even for a moment, on the disadvantages 
against which we had to struggle, and the difficulties 
under which we laboured, they will not exercise 
too n^uch severity of criticism. 

An old poet imputes the faults of some of his 
poetry to his misfortunes, and says that good verses 
never flow but from a serene and composed spirit. 
Perhaps the same apology may with propriety be 
ofiered for our unpretending labours. Though we 
have, adverted to the fact but seldom, nevertheless, 
throughout nearly the whole of our painful journey, 
we were both indisposed in a greater or less degree. 
In, short, a very few days only had elapsed after our 
landing at Baddgry, when we began to feel the de- 
bilitating efiects of the African climate, and to ex- 
perience a degree of langilor which not even the 
warmest enthusiasm could wholly overcome. It is 
almost unnecessary to add that our spirits often sank 
under the depressing influence of this powerful ad- 
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versary, whose inroads on our constitutions we had 
no means of resisting. 

We therefore humbly submit the following Nar- 
rative to the public, without further apology for any 
deficiency of style or expression which may be dis- 
covered in it. It has at least the merit of a faithful 
account, for our journals were invariably written on 
the spot at the close of each day, and in all our 
observations, to the best of our belief, we adhered 
religiously to the truth. 

I We have only to add, that since returning to our 
native country, we have made no alterations, nor 
introduced a single sentence in the original manu- 
script of our travels ; simply because it was inti- 
mated to us, that the public would prefer it in that 
state, however faulty in style, rather than a more 
elaborate narrative, which might gain less in ele- 
gance than it would lose in accuracy and vividness 
of description. 

We think it necessary, however, to say, that the 
task of blending our journals into one, as well as 
constructing the map of our route through the coun- 
try, has been performed by Lieutenant Becher, of 
the Royal Navy, to whom we offer our sincere 
thanks, not only for the performance of these labo- 
rious services, but also for his friendly aid and valu- 
able suggestions in many other points connected 
with the production of these volumes. 

Richard and John Lander. 

London J 1832. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Of the numerous acquisitions that g^eography has 
made since the revival of letters and the extension 
of commerce, there are but few which have re- 
sulted from design, however well conceived, or from 
the direct attempts of travellers, however perse- 
veringly pursued. The discovery of America was 
indeed a splendid example of both enlightened con- 
ception and heroic effort, crowned with success; 
and the unabated ardour with which this country 
has persisted in seeking for the river Niger, and in 
tracing its course, may well be adduced as another 
illustrious instance. 

Among the difficulties inseparable from the lot of 
travellers, those arising from climate may be con- 
sidered as the most formidable. The imme<^ate 
presence of some imminent danger of a transient 
nature, cannot be compared with the secret and iii- 
cessant operations of an unhealthy climate, and no 
climate more tHan that of Africa is noted for its fa^ 
tal effects on Europeans. The slow progress of 
discovery in Africa has hitherto arisen, principally, 
from this cause. While other countries, farther re- 
moved from civilized Europe, have welcomed the 
researches of the scientific traveller, and amply re- 
warded him with their riches, Africa has spumed 
him frorti her soil by the destructive tendency of her 
climate, or the treachery of her people. 

As long as any fact is excluded trom the know* 
ledge of man, he who is in search of it will supply 
the deficiency by his own conclusions, which wifi 
i>e more or less distant from it, according to his fz^ 

B9 
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Toorite ojpinioiiB. There can be no better fflustra* 
tibn of tnis, than in the instance afforded by the 
Joliba, Quorrat or Niger. The termination of this 
riyer was entirely nnluiown until the completion of 
the recent expedition ; and certainly no geog^phical 
problem, excepting perhaps that of the celebrated 
North-West Passage, had given rise to so many op- 
posite theories, or had employed the conjectures of 
so many learned men. '* Su;ice Park's first discovery 
of the JoUba, every point of the compass has been 
assumed for the ulterior course and termination of 
that river," says an able writer in the Quarterly JRe^ 
vieWf ]ustly considered as the enlightened advocate 
and sincere friend of geographical discovery. And 
however wrong, as the same writer agrees, subse- 
quent discovery has jtroved this ** speculative geog- 
raphy** to have been, it is not to be regarded as use- 
less. Theories may be far short of me truth ; but 
while they display Hie ingenuity and reasoning 
powers of their authors, they tend to keep alive that 
spirit of inquiry and thirst for knowledge which 
terminates m discovery; probably but for this 
cause, the present might yet have been delayed 
many years. 

Much difference of opmion prevails. among well- 
informed and experienced geographers, as to the 
early notices in nistory of tnis questionable river. 
Herodotus, eniiphatically styled the " Father of His- 
torians," states in his ^ Geography of Africa," that 
some young Nasamonlaos, a people who dwelt in 
the north of Africa, on the borders of the Mediter- 
ranean, travelled in a westerly direction from a part 
of Egypt, until they came to a large river full of 
crocodiles, and flo^nng towards the rising sun, and 
that they wera conducted by the natives to a con- 
siderable city aituated on its banks. The difficulty 
lias been to identify the tradh: of these travellerst 
and Uielr account of what they saw, with what is 
Daw known of Gi» m^ lately disooveied* and tho 



part of Africa in wliich il IS ailiaM. It it 
tended by the writer before alludod to» whoee opui* 
Ion is entitled to much deferencey from his espeoud 
acqoaintance with African geofl^rsf^y, that thess 
yoong men* by trareUing Au west frrom BilmSf tho 

£rt of Egypt from whence they are supposed to 
ye set oiik» eoidd never have reached tlie QnoivSf 
which they are siqiposed bysome to hare doo^t and 
to have called the Niger. The difficoRy of even de« 
termining one point to be ifaM west of anoUiesy at 
that early peripdy affords grounds for doobting that 
such a course in its literd sense could have fasen 
meant, and it would have been next to impossible 
for them to have avoided going either to tile north 
or south of that directloD. The snfcyect has beeii 
ably treated by lieutenant-colonel Leake, in a vofai* 
minous paper read to the Geographical Society at 
tibe first meeting of the i»esent season* Comnel 
Leake states, that by travelling in a direction not 
farther to the south than west-south-west, or half 
way between west and louth-west from ^ma, the 
travellers might have arrived at the river; and he 
considers the city to which they were oondMctad 
to have been no other than Timbuctoo. 

At this early period, which was nearly five hmi* 
dred years berore the Christitti era, when the NilCt 
fit>m its Butgnitude, chiefly occupied the attenticm 
of ancient writers, it was natural for them to con* 
dude, as the river discovered by these travellers 
was stated to flow from the west, that its waters 
reached the higher farandies of this river. The 
fact of the Nile, in an early part of its course, flow* 
ing also from the weet,&ivoured the condusion; 
aiul hence the first error conceniing it was promul* 

Sted by Herodotus, in havingconsidered it to be a 
itant sovirce of the Nile, piscovery has jvoved 
that Herodotus, aflowin^ iot the period in miefafaa 
wrote, possessed considerable knowledge of the 
geogrBpny 4»f Afrka* howaver he migaX have ftUes 
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into error here, and this circumstance gave ad<ii« 
tional weight to his opinions. 

Little notice is taken of the Niger by Strafoo, but 
Pliny treats largely upon this river. After conduct- 
ing it in an easterly direction from its source in lower 
Mauiitaoia, through sandy deserts, sometimes flow* 
ing over them, and at others disappearing beneath 
them, he brings it to the Nile of Egypt, and coin- 
cides in the original opinion of Herodotus, that the 
Niger and the Nile are one and the same river. 
But the most reasonable geographer of his time is 
Mela, who, while he nearly coincided in the general 
opinion as to the' source of the Niger, after making 
it flow from west to east, acknowledges with be- 
4M>ming candour, that when it reaches the centre of 
the continent, no one knew what became of it. He 
Justly deprecates as fabulous the idea of its flowing 
beneath sands» and attributes such an opinion to the 
want of knowledge respecting it in different parts 
of its course.' 

Ptolemy, who was the first to break through the 
imaginary bond which united the Niger and the 
Nile, unhappily had no other support to his preten- 
sions of any knowledge respecting the former. His 
aecount of the Niger is so vague, as to make it diffi 
cult even to determine the course which he sup- 
posed it to take. He adhered to the former opinion 
respecting its general direction, and considered as 
Ane xiver the streams of several. 

Such were the confused accounts of the earlier 
writers on geography respecting this mysterious 
river, when the dissolution of the Roman empire 
produced a totsd change In the opinions concerning 
it, and made them still more incomprehensible. 
The Ai^bians had now spread themselves over 
northern Africa, and by their wandering habits were 
ealciilated to acquire more information concerning 
it than their predecessors. They have accordingly 
0iv^n fuller accounts of the geography of thecoun* 
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try; but in those of the Niger are not moi^ for* 
timate than their predecessors. The opinions of 
Abulfeda and Edrisi, their most celebrated geogra- 
phers, were totally different from those of ^e 
former writers. Instead of allowing the Niger an 
easterl^r course, they considered its source as iden- 
tical with that of the Nile, and bestowed on each 
the same name. The Nile of £g3^t they supposed 
to run northerly into the Mediterranean, wmie for 
the Niger they assumed a westerly course across 
the whole continent, until it reached the Atlantic 
Ocean, or <^ Sea of Darkness f and, to distinguish it 
from the former, they Earned it the " Nile of the Ne- 
groes.** It is difficult to imagine how such an hy- 
pothesis as this could have been received. The idea 
of the riyer flowing to the east might be easily ad- 
mitted, in comparison with it, as $ considerable part 
of its course is actually in that direction, and as 
mnch of it as was likely to be known to the ancient 

geographers. As no part of it, except that near the 
elta, flows, to the westward, some other river than 
the Niger must have been meant. 

The state of Europe at this period was ill calcu- 
lated to throw any light on this interesting question, 
and, therefore, it lay neglected and concealed in ob- 
scurity. Maritime discovery at length promised to 
achieve what was not to be ezpecte4Dy other means ; 
and the Portuguese, in pursuit of commerce, under 
the favouraUe auspices of their eidightened sove- 
reigns of the fifteenth century, enlarged the know- 
ledge of African geography. Intent on carrying on 
their conquests in India, the Portuguese were com- 
pelled to pass the coasts of this continent, and in 
their progress they founded many settlements, from 
which discovery was extended into the interior. 

Leo Africanus, a native of Granada, in Spain, was 
well acquamted with Arabian literature, and assigned 
a westerly course to the Niger. He differs from 
the Arabians only in iti^ source, which he places to 
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fhe yreai of that of th^ Nile. He considered the 
Niger to take its rise in a lake situatied to the south 
of Bornou, from whence he believed that it flowed 
to the westward, until it reached the Atlantic Ocean. 
The Portuguese, in their discoveries on the western 
coast of Africa, found successively the mouths of 
the Senegal, the Gambia, and the Rio Grande. The 
situation of these rivers favoured the supposition 
of the westerly course of the Niger, and they were 
accordingly considered as the channels by which it 
entered the Atlantic Ocean. 

The intercourse of the Portuguese with the na- 
tives of the Senegal and Gambia, as well as their 
communications with Timbuctoo, did not suffice to 
point out to them this error, and it has been perpet- 
uated in all their maps. A remarkable circumstance, 
however, may here be observed concerning the po- 
fiition of Timbuctoo.. This city is placed so near 
the sea as to excite suspicion of its being the same 
as that on the Niger, and another place named Tam- 
boucanee, on the Senegal, is mentioned as answer- 
ing their Timbuctoo- On the whole, therefore, al- 
though it cannot be doubted that the Portuguese ob- 
tained a considerable store of information respect- 
ing the Niger, they appear to have turned it to little 
account. 

Of all those who have devoted their attention to 
Africa, the French geographers De Lisle and D'An- 
ville have evinced more care and thought than any 
other. .De Lisle adopts the course assigned to the 
Niger by the Arabians in bis map of the world in 
the year 1700, and in his map of Soudan, or Nigritia, 
published in . 1745, preserves the same ; while, in 
another map of the world, published in 1714, he 
gives . the sources both of tl^ Niger and Senegal. 
The latter he makes to xun westward, and the 
former eastward ; and it is rather extraordinary that, 
00 late as 1745, he should .have persevered in the 
Q]i error* Whether the second separation of tho 
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TSiget in the west from the Senegal, sis the first had 
been in the e^st from the Nile, is due to De lisle or 
not, D'Anville, in 1749, follows it up in his map of 
Africa, published at that time. Lt this map, D'A6- 
Ville places the source of the. Senegal in the same 
position as De Lisle, and the source of the Niger he 
places a httle to the ea^l^^ard of it. They each as- 
sume their proper cdtirse, — ^the former to the west, 
and the latter to the east, as far as Wangara^ where 
it is met by another stream, coming in the oppo* 
site direction. The Niger, or Nile of .^he Negroes, 
is stated in the sanie map, according to Edrisi^ as 
taking its rise close to the source of the Nile, and 
running in a north-west direction, till it: terminates 
in the Lake of Bomou. D'Anville, in the mean 
time, entered deeply into the question of the rivers 
in the interior of Auica; and, in 1755, communicated 
the result of his labours to the French Academy. 

Thus the source .af the Niger, as well as its 
course, remained in obscurity until English geogra* 
phers and travellers took the field. An entirely new 
era in the progress 6f. African geography now com- 
menced; and, to the honour of Great Britain^ t. 
number of wealthy and phiianthropic individuals 
formed themselves, in the. year 1788, into a society, 
for "the express purpose of promoting discovery m 
that country. The necessary funds for the assist- 
ance of travellers were provided by this body, and 
intelligent individuals were only required to carry 
their designs into execution. The furst and princi- 
pal object which occupied their attention wa6 the 
solution of the grand problem respecting the course 
aad termination of the Niger, and a reward was 
promised to the person who iriiould succeed in de« 
termining them. 

The first person who was despatched on this mls» 
rion, under the auspices pf the African Association, 
was Mr, John Ledyard, an American by birth, and 
one who was gifted with an extraordinary desire for 
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travdliiigr. He had already been round the woild 
with Os^tain Cook, and had nndergone hardships 
and privations in a journey that he performed m 
Russia, which, as the exploits of a single traveller, 
stand unrivalled. Ledyard met the proposals of the 
association with promptness and decision, and de- 
parted for Africa m June, 1788. Some idea may be 
formed of this extraordinary man from hi3 commu- 
nication to a friend on the morning of his d^* 
parture: — ^''I am accustomed,'* said he, **to hard- 
ships ; I have known both hunger and nakedness to 
the utmost extremity of human sufiiering. I have 
known what it is to have food given me as charity to 
a madman ; and I have at times been obliged to sheU 
ter myself under the miseries of that character, to 
avoid a neater calamity.** Such were the words of 
Ledyard, and his performances had been no less re- 
markable. His instructions were to penetrate into 
Africa by the way of Egypt, and to traverse the con- 
tinent in the latitude of the Niger. In pursuit of 
this, Ledyard reached Cairo in tl^ month of August 
following,— where, becoming impatient and vexed 
by the delay of the caravan with which he was to 
have travelled, his anxious mind sank under disap- 
pointment and an illness quickly terminated his 
career. Ledyard possessed, in an eminent degree, 
tiie daring spirit so requisite for sach an under- 
taking ; but was deficient in patience, a virtue which 
is peculiarly required in an African traveller* 

The next person who went to Africa to explore 
'the Niger was Mr. Lucas. The journey of this 
traveller, which took place in the following year, is 
remarkaUe for the additions which he contributed to 
African geography, according to information which 
he obtained from the Arabs, dthough he did not pen- 
etrate farther to the south than Mesurata, a place 
five days' journey from Tripoli. In his account of 
the Fezzan merchants, who crossed the Niger at a 
ferry two miles south of Cassena, by allowing for 
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tiie geograpbieal inaecuracies of th6 tinie» nay 
Mobably be discerned the ferr^ of Comie« below 
boossa, or that of Rabba, mentioned in the follow* 
log journal. The accounts howeireri whidi Mr« La* 
eaa gare of the eoarae of the Niger, ia not oonilrdied 
by discovery ; but that the merohants after croasihg 
it pursued their Journey to Ashantee* and met with 
the goora^nuts, renders it eztrem^y i»obable that 
these two ferries* which fcmn the highway acroea 
tiiis river, were aUuded to by his informers^ 

The;!we8tem coast now became, the quarter to 
which the attention of the African Association was 
directed as likdy to afford greater advantitfes fol 
penetrating, to the Niger, man from TripMi# In 
1791 Migor. Houghton, who had become acfl|naiated 
with the character of the Arabs while British con^i 
sul at Morocco, undertook to eaq^re the Nigen He 
ascended the Gambia, and having reached the upper 
part of ^is river, took a northerly ditection mto 
Lodama, on the borders of the great deseii« Having 
agreed with some Moorish merchants to convey hhn 
to Tisheet, he set out with them from Jarrai and at 
the expiration of two days he determined on not ac" 
companying them farther^ from a mus^chon of their 
intentions* The conseouence was that he wibs phiB« 
dered and deserted by tne Moors» and diisdal /arfe# 
after travelling alone^several days* 

The course of the Niger stiU lay coaceated in 
vague and unsatisfiaetory statements« no modem 
traveller having yet succeeded in reading its bank^^ 
The honour of flist accomplishing this battHPdoii» 
enterpiSse was reserved for one no less imf or^uoat^ 
than niftpredecessors. In 1796 the celebrated Mf # 
Mungo Park* a native of Scotlandi <^red hi# im*. 
Tief 8 to the AMcan Association* A knowledge of 
medicine, besides other useful attaimnentsi added t<i 
a natural taste lor geograpbieal discoveiyi psco6tatlf 
qualified him for sueh a purpose ; andhjeoflbrbting 
acceptedfhe set out fot the Niger* Aidoptiiig liM 
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route of Major Houghton, he penetrated up the 
Gambia, and quickly reached Medina. Leaving the 
Gambia at this place, he kept a more northerly direc* 
tion, and crossed the Falem^, a tributary to the Sen- 
egal, near Fatteconda. Having crossed the Sene- 
gal, and passed Kemmoo^ he arrived at Jarra, where 
he found the remains of Major Houghton. On 
leaving Jarra he adopted a course to the southward 
of east, and after having experienced great difilcul-' 
ties and privations in consequence of wars, he at 
length arrived at the long-sought Niger, and beheld 
it &win^ from west ^ east. From Sego he con- 
tinued his journey along^ the bank of the Niger to 
Silla ; where, finding himself exhausted by weak-; 
ness, and destitute of the means of proceeding far- 
ther, he determined on returning to England. He 
reached the Gambia by a more direct route than that 
by which he had travelled to the Niger, and arrived 
in England in December, 1^97. At Silla, which he 
stated as being two hundred miles from Timbuctoo, 
he collected much information ; and thus was the 
commeacement of the Niger first traced on the map 
from the actual observation of a modem traveller. 
In this journey Park explored the Niger between 
Bammakoo and Silla, the former bein^, according to- 
his account, about ten days* journey distant from its 
source. 

During the absence of Mr. Park in western Africa, 
under the direction of the Association, Mr. W. G. 
Browne, at his own expense, passed through Egypt, 
and travelled to the west into Darfur, where he was 
detained three years. His information chiefly^ con- 
cerns Eg3rpt, and nothing was gained from mm re- 
specting the Niger. ' 

A new theory respecting the course and termina- 
tion of this river now started into notice. After his 
return, Mr. P^k happening to meet with a Mr. Max- 
well, who was as nnich interested about the river 
Congo as Mr. Park was witii the Niger, these two 



teaTeDers communicated their sentiments to each 
o^r re^Mctin^ them, and came to the conclusion 
that they were one and the same river. There was 
much to favour this decision. The Niger had been 
found by Park flowing from west to east, and from 
the accounts of the ancients, it was supposed to fow 
still farther in that direction, perhaps as far as a thou* 
sand miles from SiUa, the extent of his discovery. 
Beyond this all was conjecture vespectingit, and there 
was nothing unreasonable in the supposition that it 
might take a south-east direction from Wangara, and 
become the Congo, the course of which river was 
then equally unknown. I^ucfa was* Park's opinion, 
and upon which he soon after acted. 

The course of the river, after the return of Park, 
was investigated minutely by Major Rennell, whose 
name will ever be revered by geographers. Besides 
la3ang it down from Park's discoveries, he entered 
fully into the .various statements concerning it by 
the* ancient writers ; and after considerable pains he 
anived at the conclusion that the river, having passed 
Timbuctoo, flowed a thousand miles in an easterly 
direction, and terminated in a lake or swamp called 
Wsaigara,into which also another river fell from the 
eastward. This opinion, pronounced by such a man 
as Major Rennell, was received with confidence, and 
{nrevaiied generally among geographers. Still it was 
unsatisfactory. Doubts were justly entertained on 
the possibility of it's disappearing in such a manner, 
but the accounts of the ancients afforded no other 
means of disposing of it. * 

M. Reichard, a Grerman, entertained a different 
opinion from that of Major Rennell, although he 
agreed with him in believing that it flowed to Wan- 
gara. From this place M. Reichard supposed that 
it assumed a south-#est course, and terminated in 
the Gulf of Guinea. It was observed at the time 
that there was neither evidence on which such an 
opinioii could be supported, nor any by which it 
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MHdd be reAiled# As fo as WanfRm it ww ac- 
knowledged <m the anthority of the uncieiita, but be- 
jGod this no one knew any thing of it, and M. Ren 
chard's tiieoiy stood alone. DisGOvery has proved 
him to be right in respect of its nltimate disposal, hot 
at the same time he participated in the^peneral error 
rerarding its course to Wangara. 

The next traveller sent out bv the African Asso* 
ciation was a Gerraant named Homemann. At 
FezzaUf the fiirthest extent of his travels, he col- 
lected much information respecting the geography 
d Africa; but eoBceminfi^ the course of the Niger 
he contributed little or nothing. In April, 1800, he 
wrote to England, saying that he was on the point 
of staituig for Bovnou, nnce which time no account 
of him h^bem received. 

Another 6eniiaa« named Roentgen, was the next 
traveller sent out by the African Association. His 
InstiuotkmB were to penetrate to Timbuctoo, from 
If ocadoie^ It was his intention to have aecompa* 
liiea the caravan to that place from Morocco, but he 
is siqpposed to have been murdered by his servant, a 
person bearing a suspicious character, whom he had 
men into his service against the advice of all to 
whom he was known. 

The travels of Burckhardt, also sent out by the as* 
soeiation, thr(^ no additional light on the course of 
the Niger. 

Another era in the history of African geography 
may now be observed—one which, although marked 
by misfortune in its venr commencement, and fol- 
lowed up by the loss of many very valuaJble lives, 
has ultimately produced the long sought for and de- 
sired residt. The formaUon of the African Asso- 
ciation had already been followed by an important 
diseovify, and the persons composing it had secured 
to themselves the honour of having given to the 
vrorld the first authentic account of we Niger from 
fmooMi ohsanrstion* By their aid Paric had sue 



nTEOOVCTRMf ft 

oessfUlj ei^loied three hmidied miles of thif Iver, 
when the attention of the British goyenunent, among 
other pmrsoits of a similar natore, was tuned to- 
wards it. The Toyages of Cook had already en- 
larged the bounds of geogra|^cal knowledge in 
nearly every part of the world by sea, and an expe^ 
dition for the discoTery of the course and termina- 
tion of the Niger was now ordered. 

This intelligence was eommnnicated to Park, who, 
in his usnal sangnine manner, eagerb^ set to work in 
preparing for the journey. He mid drawn up a plan 
of procc^eding, for the accomplishment of which he 
required the assistance of thirty-six Europeans; sue 
of whom were to be seamen, and the rest soldiers. 
His plan was adopted, and a sum of fire thousand 
pounds was placed at his disposal by goremment, 
for equipping the expeditioiL The intention of 
Park was to follow his former track to the Niger, 
and having reached its banks, there to build two ves- 
sels for his party, and to follow with them the course 
of the river. If it should fall into the Congo, after 
passing Wangayra, he entertained no doubt of reach- 
mg the sea; but if it should terminate in this lake 
or morass, as was supposed, he then expected that 
he should have to encounter much difficulty. Hith- 
erto the discovery of the Niger had been attempted 
by single travellers, who had endeavoured to reach 
their destination by accompanying the caravans, but 
this second journey of Park assumed an entirely 
new character, and sanguine hopes were justly en- 
tertained of his success. 

The second journey of Paric termmated fatally, 
and the great question of the course of the Niger, 
which h^ seemed to be on the dawn of discovery, 
was again obscured. Much information had been 
collected eoncetning the fate of Park and his party, 
previous to the expedition of the present toveUers, 
by iHiom it has been confirmed. After experiencing 
tliilhmltifa and dangers of neaily every desehptioot 
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^ijth ody seven men rexaimmg of his whole pur^t 
jBuod thejse in such a state, from the effects of thft 
climate, as to be scarcely able to proceedt he at 
j[eDgth reached a mountain ridge near Bamniagoo« 
firom whence he once more beheld the Niger. Heie 
h» considered that all his difficulties were at an end, 
«nd proceeded on to Sansandingt on the bcmk of the 
river* a few miles below Sego« where he accomw 
phahed the bnijding of his vessel. By the time that 
ne was ready to departs which was on tibe I7th of 
November, 1805, when he despatched one of his 
men, named Isaaco, to £<ngland with his journals 
and tetters, ^e of his party only were left. Among 
iho9e whom he had lost a few days before was Mn 
iaidexeon, his brother-in-law, to whom aUusion is 
:Qiade in the following joumaL 

The strong determination of Park to persevere in 
his design of tracing the coujrse of the jiver to its 
^rmination^ is thus expressed in one of his iettens 
Irom this i^ace. *' Though all the Eufopeans who 
are with me should die« and though I were myself 
faalfi^ead, I would . still persevere, and if I could not 
•succeed in the oliject of my jommey, I would at 
least die in the Niger.'* Hpw truly were his words 
Verified 1 and yet not l^ the effect of the climate, 
«rhich he had wonderfully escaped, but by mere ac» 
ciden^ produced by unfortunate circumstances* 
jAow often is the «iip of hope dashed from our lipai, 
when we consideir^mrseives most certain of its con*- 
ients:! .Intelligence w^s afterward obtained that 
Park had reached floossji, ^hei^, being attadied by 
the Kiatives, as he previously had been in many 
lAaees after ie;aving €(anss^ding, he was supposed to 
nave been diriven fipom his vessel, and to nave per 
ished in tiie liver, winch inteiUgemce is ^oi^rmed by 
the^resent account. Richaid lAuder was informed 
at Boossl, that his party, consisting of mai^ black 
people who had been hired by him, were miataken 
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flieg^ -wen tbea at war; and tiiat the natue of thft 
liver there is such, that there was but one part 
through which his yessel could pass, and where he 
eould not avoid the attacks of the natives. This 
statement, as well as that obtained by Richard hsOf 
der at Yioori, so amply confirm the account con- 
tained in an Araib document, the translation of which 
appears In Deidiam's work, that it deserves beinf 
inserted here. . 

*' Hence be it known, that some Christians came 
to the town of Youri, in the kingdom of Yaoor, and 
landed and purdiased provisions, as onions and 
other things ;; and they sent a present to the King 
•of Yaoor. The said4ing desired them to wait im« 
til he should send them a messenger ; but they were 
frightened, and went away l^ the sea (river.) They 
funved at the town called Bossa, or Boossa, and 
their ship then nibbed (strud^) upon a rock, and aU 
of them perished in the river." 

^ This fact is within oyr knowledge, and peace be 
Mieend.1 , 

(^*Noie hf the Tranilator.-^lh. addition to the 
above, there is' a kind of postscript appended to, the 
document by a different hand, which, being both un- 
graminattcal and searcel^r legible, I had some difll- 
isulty in translating and giving it a proper meaning. 
The words, however, aire, I think, as follows, though 
most of them have-been made out by conjecture.^ 

^ And they affreed or arranged among themselves, 
and swam in tiie sea (river^ while the men who 
were with ^rsuing) them appeared on the coast 
oi the sea (bank of the river), and fell upon them 
lill they went down (sm^) in it.^ 

By toe following extract from a document m the 
late Captain Ciapperton's Journal in Africa, p» 334, 
It ai^ars that Park and his party visited Timbuctoo. 
After briefly noticing the progress of the for^ 
XSuristSans as far as Sansanding, from whidi place 
4^7 jMtMlwMieBly litre neD»i^«lato8 A$l th«r 



anriTed at Bfasena, and that '^Tfae^ sojounied ISierd 
with the prince, who was one. of the sons of the 
Sultan of Tinibuctooy and whose name was Babal 
Kydiali. He entertained them, and gave them leave 
to proceed to Timbuctoo. They continued their 
voyage till they arrived in safety, five as they were, 
at the city of Timbuctoo, where they resided as 
long as God was pleased. Thence they w^nt on to* 
wards the country of S*oghy, till they came to one 
of its towns, called Gharwatgaoo. There the Tua- 
ricks inet and fought them severely till three were 
killed, and two only of them, escaped with the 
vessel." 

<* They proceeded /towards Hie east till they ar- 
rived at Booss^; but the inhabitants fought and 
killed them, and their ship is to this moment there. 
This is the substance and truth of t)ie case." Thus 
terminated the first attempt made by the Bbritish 
government to discover the course of the Niger. 

The next person who is supposed to have visited 
Timbuctpo, was an American seaman, named Adams, 
but his narrative throws no additional light on the 
course of the Niger. 

Ainid the extraordinary political events which 
a|^tated the whole of Europe, further attempts at 
discovery were suspended till the commencement 
of the present peace. ' Accordingly^ in the yeai 
1816, in conformity withrthe favourite h3rpothesis of 
Park, an expedition was sent to penetrate into Afrio 
by the' river Congo, with the view of arriving at th* 
Niger, under the direction of Captain Tuckey, of 
the Royal Navy. The fate of, this expediticm was 
the counterpart of the precediog. Two hundred 
and eighty mUes from the coast was the extent of 
its progress ; and the question was as far as ever 
from l^ing decided. At the same time, another 
party, consisting of a hundred men, were traced un- 
der the direction of Major Peddie, to reach the Ni- 
for by Park's route from the Gaiiibia» and sent am 
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t^neet thai under Oaptain'fafilcejr* lliifl party as- 
eended the river Nuaes, and were equally unfortii- 
aate with that which had gone te the Congo. * 

The first intelligeiiee obtained respecting the 
eoorse of the Niger, since its discovery by Park, 
was by the late Captain Clapperton of the Navy, 
when he was at Sockatoo in 18d4. He had reached 
this ]^ace from Bomou, whither he had accompanied 
Major Denham and Dr. Ondney from Tripoli. Here 
he iirsi gained the intelligence that the river ran to 
the south, and that it flowed into the sea at Funda. 
With this information, and a vast deal moife relating 
to other parts of Africa through which he had 
passed, Clapperton returned to England. His fa- 
vourable reception by Bello, the Falatah sultan, in- 
duced the British government to send him out a^n, 
aceom^uiied by Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison 
of the Royal Navy« These officers landed at Badi- 
gry, and the only one belonging to their party who 
returned safely to England was Richard Lander, the 
attendant of Clapperton. Captain Pearee and Dr. 
Morrison died a few days afrer leaving Bad&gry ; 
and Clapperton, accompanied by Lander, soon after 
arrived at Wowow, from whicn place they visited 
Booss^ the place of Park's death. Clapperton had 
imbibed a strong aversion to descending the Niger, 
and made no secret/Of it to Lander.* His firm con- 
viction was, that whoever attempted to go down 
this river would fall by the attacks of "the natives ; 
and would never live to reach its termination. Clap 
pertpn crossed the river at Comie, below Boossa, 
and died soon after reaching Sockatoo. Lander, 
having performed the last duBes to the remains of 
his fnend and master, coinmenoed his return to 
England with his papers. Having traversed a eon« 
siderable part of tne country as far as Dmirora, he 
would in all piobability have fotmd his way down 
the Niger, had he not oeen interrupted by the na- 
tivesy and compeBed to turn beck* Tim circnm^ 
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jrtance alone obliged him to return by his former 
route to Baddgryv at which place he narrowly es. 
caped with his life. In this expedition, the position 
of Boossa, on the banks of the Niger, was ootained, 
and an approximate position of Yaoorie, besidips the 
course of the river between these places. 

During Clapperton's absence on his second jour- 
ney, Major Laine penetrated from Tripoli to Timbuc- 
too. He had already escaped from an attack by a 
band of Tuaricks (a roving people who inhabit the 
desert), and had departed from Timbuctoo on his 
way to Sego, when he was inhumanly murdered by 
a Moorish merchant, named Bambooshi, whom he 
had engaged as a guide. Major Laing's papers have 
not reached England, but it may still be hoped that 
his observations at Timbuctoo will not be finally 
lost. 

A Frenchman named Cailli^ has visited Timbuctoo 
since Major Laing, but his visit haa, produced no 
addition to our knowledge of the Niger. 

The natives near Boossa seenj^ to have but a vague 
notion of the course of the river below that place. 
At Tsdira, in Nouffie, Clapperton was told that '' the 
Quorra ran into the sea behind Benin, at Funda; 
that the Nyffe people and those of Benin were the 
«ame ]>eople; that Benin paid tribute to Nyffe." 
'IHiere is something remarKable in this : but Clap- 
perton attributes it to the desire of the natives to 
impress a stranger with .an exalted opinion of their 
country. The Sultan Bello himself believed that the 
river, after passing Boossi and Wowow, entered the 
sea at Funda. The extent of their knowledge of 
the river, and how little their information was cal- 
culated to assist the geographer, may be seen by 
the following amusing extract from the explanation 
to BeUo's map, giyen in the Appendix, p. 333, of 
Olapperton^s book. ** Now the great river Oowtoi 
comes, and here is its representation. This great 
river is the largest in all the territories of Haussa; 
we know not of its sources nor of any one who has 
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seen it. It rashes and preeipitates itself through the 
conntiy from left to right, and contains many islandsy 
inhabited by fishermen, herdsmen, husbandmen, and 
settlers. As tothe>ariety of its animals, birds, and 
fish, it is only known to the Lord Creator ; it has roeks 
and mountains which break and shatter to pieces all 
vessels that are driven against them ; and its great 
roaring and noise, with the agitation of its waveSf 
astonish the hearer, and terrify the beholder ; and at 
the same time exhibit the wonderful power of the 
Omnipotent Creator.** Such was the idea of Bellows 
mallam or learned priest; and again at p. 340, ui 
" a traditional account of dUTerent nations of Africa/* 
it is stated, that ** the river Kowara runs through 
mountains, and a great many woods and forests ; 
and has mountains on the north and eajst. This 
great river issues from the Mountain of the Moon ; 
and what we know of it is, that it comes from 800- 
kan to Kiga, to Kabi, to Yaoori, to Boossi, to Wawa^ 
and to Noofee,"— " but in that place there is another 
river, which springs from Zirma to Ghoober, to 
Zefira, to Korg, or Korra, and then enters Noofee ; 
its name is Kaduna,*' or the Koodoonidv the extent 
to which the Niger seems to have been known by 
the natives^ although they had heard of Funda. 

Various accounts of the river had now been grad- 
ually collected from different sources, which afforded 
grounds for fresh theories respecting its termination. 
That of Reichard was the favourite, although Wan-' 
gara was dispensed with ; and that the river fell into 
the Gulf of Guinea was pretty generally agreed. 
These different opinions appeared in several pubti- 
cations, in which, as might be expected, much error 
was mixed up with the general correctness. That 
the river flowed into the sea at Funda was the grand 
point obtained, and where Funda might be was of ntf 
importance. The only exception to these was the 
theory of Major Denham, supported by iSultan Bello*8- 
information, who continued its eaaterly course below 



B0088&, and ended it in Lake Tduid. Hiishedonb^ 
less considered the more probable, as he says that 
he found a river Shary running into that lake* 
Msyor Laing ended it in the river Yalta, near Accrai 
Clapperton brought it to the sea near the mouth of 
the Lagos, about half way between Badtery and tha 
mouth of the river Benin; while Reidiard concluded 
ru^htly that the river Benin was the outlet of the 
mger. Others believed that the mouths of the no* 
merous rivers between the Formosa and the old 
Calebar were the outlets of this river ; among whom 
were Captain W. F. W. Owen, Captain A. T. B. 
Yidal, and Captain B. M. KeUey, besides sevend 
other naval officers who had been stationed on the 
coast. The accounts of Liverpool palm-oil traders 
favoured the same conclusion ; nevertheless, no one 
had yet explored the river below Boossi,«—a]l wae 
uncertainty, and founded only on report and suppo* 
sition. A solitary attempt to reach it from the old 
Calebar river was made m 1805, by a Mr. NichoU% 
who died shortly after leaving Duke Town ; and this 
is remarkable from having been the only one made 
from that quarter. 

The annexed map serves to show the extent of 
our knowledge of the river at this period. Paik had 
laid down its course between Bammakoo and 8illa 
in his first journey, and had found that its soorce 
was in the same mountainous range that gave rise 
to the Senegal. The part below SiUa, a» far as 
Timbuctoo, was the result of intelligence obtained 

S' him in his second journey. Beymid Timbuctoo^ 
e only place known to be situated on its] banks 
was Boossi, the position of which had been deter* 
mined by Clappeiion« but the actual coarse of the 
river between those places remained entirely un* 
known. The part inciaded within the dotted squair 
is the result 01 the Landers' expedition ; and there* 
fore, that part between Yioori,' the extent of their 
jonmeyy and Timbuctoo, is all that remains to le 
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explored of the Niger* ' There is no doubt of its 
ccmtinaity between tl\ose places, from the reports 
of Park, as the vessel he built at Sansanding was 
lost at BoosssL, and they have been connected by the, 
broken line merely to show the probable course of 
the river. Considering the relative position of the 
Sep.egal and Niger, it is no matter of surprise that 
they should have been confounded with each other 
in the early stages of history, although they run Let 
opposite directions, for, even at the present timoi 
the ignorance of every one who had been ap(died to 
concerning the river was the subject of remark by 
the last travellers. 

Silch was the uncertain Condition in which the 
course of the Niger remained, when the happy idea 
occurred of sending the Messrs. Lander to follow its 
course below Boossa. By this step the British ^ov-' 
ernment completed what it had begun, and accom* 
plished, in a few moqtbs, the work of ages. Richard 
Lander, well acquainted with the nature of such an 
undortsMung, volunteered his services to perform it. 
I His instructions, of which the following, is a copy^ 
' were given to him, and h^vin^ been supplied vtrith the 
articles^ a list of which will be found in the Appen- 
dix, accompaoied by his brother John, he set out on 
this interesting expedition. . 

*^ Douming/'Streett Zlst December, 1839« 
"Sir, 
'*I am directed* by Secretary Sir George Mur- 
ray to acquaint you, that he has deemed it ex'- 
pcdient to accept the offer which jou have made, to 
proceed to Africa, accompanied by your brother,* 
for the purpose of a^c^rtaininff the course of the 
great river which was crossed by the late Captain 
ClappertoQ, on his journey to Socoatoo; wA a 

* Tboogh UlB goferaownt reftwed to allow bim a salary, or mate 
Um even tlie promiM of reward, my brotikor eaiody volvateeiad W 
•oOMiptnr ini.--fi. L. 
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passagfe having been accordingly eng&ged for you and 
your brother on board of the Alert, merchant vessel 
which is proceeding to C^ppe Coast Castle, on the 
western coast of Africa, I am to desire that you will 
embark directly on board of that vessel. 

" In the event of your fsdling in with any of his 
majesty's ships of war on the coast of Africa, pre- 
viously to your arrival at Cape Coast Castle, you 
will prevail on the master to use every endeavour to 
speak with such ship of war, and to deliver to the 
officer commanding her the letter of which you are 
the bearer, and which is to require him to convey 
yourself arvd your brother to Bad&gry, to present you 
to the king, and to give you such assistance as may 
be required to enable you to set out on your journey. 

" You should incur as little delay as possible at 
Baddgry, in order that, by reaching the hilly country, 
you may, be more. secure from those fevers which 
are known to be prevalent on the low lands of the 
seacoast. You are to proceed by the same road as 
on a previous .occasion, as far as Katunga, unless 
you shall be able to find, on the northern side of the 
mountains, a road which will lead you to Funda, on 
the Quorra or Niger, in which case you are to pro- 
ceed direct to Funda. If, however, it should be 
necessary to go as far as Katunga, you are to use 
your endeavours to prevail on the chief of that 
country to assist you on your way to the Quorra, 
and with the means of tracing down, either by land 
or water, the course of that river as far as Funda. 

" On your arrival at this place, you are to be very 
particular in your observations, so as to enable you 
to give a correct statement — 

*< Ist. Whether any, and what rivers faU into the 
Quorra at or near that place, or whether the whole 
or any part of the Quorra turns to the eastward. 

•* 2d. Whether there is at Funda, or in the neigh- 
bourhood, any lake or collection of waters, or large 
swamp ; in which case you are to go round such 
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kke or swamp, and be very particular In examining 
whether any river flows into or out of it, and in what 
direction it takes its course. 

^ 3d. If you should find that at Funda the Quorra 
continues to flow to the southward, you are to fol« 
low it to the sea, where, in this case, it may be pre- 
sumed to empty its waters ; but if it should be found 
to turn ofi" to the eastward, in which case it will most 
probably fall into the Lake Tshad, you are to follow 
its course in that direction, as far as you conceive 
you can venture to do, with due regard to your per- 
sonal safety, even to Bornou, in which case it will 
be for you to determine whether it may not be ad- 
visable to return home by the way of Fezzan and 
TripoU: if, however, after proceeding in an easterly 
course for some distance, the river should be found 
to tiim off towards the south, you are to follow it, as 
before, down to the sea. In.short, after having once 
gained the banks of the Quorra, either from Katunga 
or lower down, you are to follow its course, if pos- 
sible, to its terminaUon, wherever that may be. 

" Should you be of opinion that the Sultan of Youri 
can safely be communicated with, you are at liberty 
to send your brother with a present to that chief, 
to ask in the king's name for certain books or papers 
which he is supposed to have,- that belonged to the 
late Mr. Park ; but you are not necessarily yourself 
to wait for your brother's return, but to proceed in 
the execution of the main object of your mission, to 
ascertain the course and termination of the Niger. 

^ You are to take every opportunity of sending 
down by the coast a brief abstract of your proceed* 
ings and observations, furnishing the bear^ with a 
note, setting forth the reward he is to hav6 for his 
trouble, and requesting any English person to whom 
it is presiented to pay that reward, on the faith that 
it will be repaid him by the British government. 

" For the performance of this service you are fur- 
nished with all the articles which you have required 
for your personal convenience durmg voui ioumeyt 
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together with a sum of two hundred dollars in coin^ 
and in case, upon your arrival at Bad^gry, you should 
Bod it absolutely necessary to provide yourself with 
a further supply of dollars, you will be at Uberty to 
draw upon this department for any sum not exceed* 
ing three hundred dollars. 

** During the ensuing year the sum of one hundred 
pounds will be paid to your wife, in quarterly pay- 
ments', and upon your return a gratuity of one hun- 
dred pounds will be paid to yourself. 

^* All the papers and observations which you shall 
bring back with you are to be delivered by you at 
this office, and you will be entitled to receive any 
pecuniary consideration which may be obtained from 
the publication of the account of your journey. 

'* I am, sir, &c, &c. 

(Signed) " R. W. Hay. 

«* To Mr. Richard Lander.'* 

[Copf of ttae letter alluded to in the Ibr^goini^ Instractioi^B.] - 

^Admiralty Office, 23d December, 1829. 
•* Sir, 

^''I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to transmit to you a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Hay, relative to an expedition mto Africa, 
undertaken bjr Mr. Richard Lander and his brother; 
and I am to signihr their lordsliips' directions to vou, 
to take measures for conveying Messrs. Lander from 
Cape Coast Castle to Baddgry, to be there presented, 
as desired in Mr. Hay's letter, to the authorities of 
the place, as persons in whose welfare the British 
government taxed much interest ; and also to provide 
these travellers with any assistance of which they 
may stand in need for the prosecution of their imder* 
taking. ' ^ I am, sir, &c. &c. 

** J. Babhow* 

<< To Commodore Collier, (J. B., or the 
Commanding Officer of any of his Majesty^ 
ships which Messrs. Lander may fall in 
with on the Coast qfAfriM^ 
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The travellers have succeeded ; tbeir diacovery is 
already known to the world, and the following pages 
contain the particulars of their journey. There are 
two featinres which distinguish this expedition from 
ail those that have proce^ed it, — namely, the mag- 
nitude and importance of the discovery, and the 
small means by which it has been accomplished. 
Science here was out of the question, and all de- 
pended on that homely quality of the mind, ''deter- 
mination of purpose,*^ a leading feature in the char- 
acter of our countrymen, without which science 
itself is of Uttle avail. 

The elder brother,. Richard Lander, is already 
known to the world as the faithful attendant of the 
late Captain Clapperton. The manner in which he 
had acquitted himself of his trust, amid the difficidties 
he had to contend with after that officer's death, be- 
spoke him as worthy of being sent on such a mission, 
when scientific observations were not eiqpected; and 
the result has proved the justness of the opinion that 
had been formed of him. Descended from Cormsh 
parents, and gifted with no extraordinary talent, it 
was not his fortune to boast either the honours of 
high birthy or even to possess the advantages of a 
commonplace education. His leading quality has 
been a share of perseverance, rivalling that of any 
former traveller. This perseverance, under the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, has enabled him to 
surmount every difficulty, to unlock the portals of 
western Africa, and he has now the proud gratifica- 
tion of knowing that he has well earned that reward 
from his king which has placed him in hcmourable 
competency. 

The younger brother, John Lander, influenced by 
a laudable desire of assisting his brother and of visit- 
ing Africa, accompanied him on the journey without 
pecuniary expectancy ; and it is due to him to state, 
that the narrative is largely indebted to his observa- 
. tion. NaturaOy of a warm imagination, his descrip- 
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tions are not without their faults'; but. while this is 
acknowledged, it must be admitted that he has en- 
riehed the Journal with much interesting, and valua- 
ble information* In point of education and literary 
attamments John Lander has the advantage of his 
brother, and has already produced several essays, in 
prose and verse, besides having written the accounts 
of his brother's former journey. Having shared the 
dangers of his last expedition, he has been promised 
an employment under government suitaUe to his 
abilities ; and the friends of knowledge and science 
will rejoice in seeing these travellers, the only two 
left of those who have gone out on this dangerous 
mission, become objects of their country's care. 

The first annual premium of fifty guineas, which 
has been placed at the disposal of the president and 
council of the Royal Geographical Society, by his 
most gracious majesty, was awarded to Richard Lan- 
der, a6 having been charged with the expedition. On 
the 14th of November it was presented to him by the 
president, Lord Goderich, accompanied by a few ob- 
servations most gratifying to his feelings ; and it ia 
a remarkable fact, that the incorporation of the Afri- 
can Association with the Geographical Society was 
announced by his lordship immediately afterward,-^ 
that Association whose first and chief solicitude had 
been the grand discovery for which the reward had 
been just bestowed. 

The unfortunate disaster that befell the travellers 
at Kirree nearly deprived the world of the fruits of 
their observations ; but fortunately, although those 
of each in different parts of the journey were lost in 
the riveri the thread of the narrative has been pre- 
served eptire by what remained. The first portion 
of the Journal is from the observations of John 
Lander, — ^those of Richard, between their departure 
from England and Rabba, having been lost. The 
remainder of it, to the conclusion, is from the }o\a* 
nal of Richard Lander, assisted by &at of his brother 
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part of the journal of the latter, between Rabba and 
Kirree, being also lost. And there is little doubt 
that the parts which have thus perished would have 
added materially to the value of the whole. In pre- 
paring the journals for publication for the sake of 
clearness, as well as in pursuance of custom, Richard 
Lander, the elder brotner, being charged with the 
expedition, has been considered as the principal, and 
the journal of John Lander, while they-were sepa- 
rate from each othqr, is preserved in his own name. 
This plaa having been determined on after about 
half of the first volume had been printed, a few alter- 
ations became necessary, and these have been made . 
without departing from the sense intended to be 
conveyed. 

In conclusion, a word or two may be said respect- 
ing the map which, has been constructed from the 
journals. The accomplished surveyor will look in 
vain, along the list jof the articles with which the 
travellers were supplied, for the instruments of his 
calling ; and the man of science, to form his opinion 
of it, need only be told, that a common compass was 
all they possessed to benefit geography, beyond the 
observation of their senses. Even this trifling though 
important assistance was lost at Kirree, below which 
place the sun became their only guide. Too much 
faith must not therefore be reposed in the various 
serpentine courses of the river on the map, as it is 
neither warranted by the resources nor the ability 
of the travellers. The map, in its most favourable 
point of view, can be considered only as a sketch of 
the river, authenticated by personal observation, 
which will serve to assist future travellers, from 
whose superior attainments something nearer ap- 
proaching to geographical precision may be expected. 
Even under these circumstances, the present travel- 
lers will always derive ample satisfaction in reflect- 
ing that they have served as pioneers of African 
discovery. A. B.B. 
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CHAP'raR I. 

0<|» aftm« from Bnglaod-^ArrlTal tt Caps Coa8tr-Jiuunab6o— Ae«nr-> 

BaxUigry. 

Ws embarked from Portsmouth on the 0th of 
January, 1830, in the brig Alert, Tyson master, for 
Cape Coast Castle, where we arrived on the 22d of 
the following month, having had a quick but bois- 
terous and unpleasant passage of forty-two days. 
We should be sadly \«anting in gratitude and every 
proper feeling, if we were to omit acknowledging, 
in this place, the truly handsome and gentlemanly 
treatment we experienced from Mr. George Maclean, 
president of the council at Cape Coast, who had been 
our fellow'^passenger in the Alert, as weU as the 
merchants resident there, who welcomed us on our 
arrival. In fact, they all vied with each other in 
making themselves agreeable, and in showing us the 
most marked, attention; and they entertained us 
with a generous hospitality which would have done 
honour to the boasted olden time. Here we were 
fortunate enough to engage old Pascoe and his wife, 
with Jowdie, who had been employed on the last 
mission, ^gether with Ibrahim and Mina, two Bor- 
nou men, who were well acquainted with English 
manners, and could converse in the Haussa language. 
Tl^ese individuals promised to be very useful m ine 
expedition, more especially old Pascoe, whose merits 
ins an interpreter are unquestionable. 
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After remaining at Cape Coast Castle eight days, 
we accompanied Mr. Maclean on a visit to Mr. 
Hutchinson, commandant of Anamab6o, which is 
about nine miles' distance from the former place. 
This gentleman received us in a manner that does 
equal honour to his heart and feelings. Would that 
we could repay him in any way for his generous 
abandonment and forgetfulness of all his private 
concerns, solely to please and amuse his guests;' 
would that we could command language forcible 
and glowing enough to express the gratitude we feel 
for the disinterested kindness he showed us at Ana- 
mab6o. Mr. Hutchinson lives in his castle like an 
English baron in the feudal times, untinctured, how- 
ever, by barbarism or ignorance ; for the polished 
refinements of life have insinuated themselves into 
his dwelling, though it is entirely surrounded by 
savages, and though the charming sound of a lady's 
voice is seldom or never heard in his lonely hall. 
His silken banners, his turreted castle, his devoted 
vassals, his hospitality, and even his very sohtari- 
ness, ail conspire to recall to the mind the manners 
and way of life of an old English baron in one of the 
most interesting periods of our history, while the 
highly chivalrous and romantic spirit of the gentle- 
man alluded to is strictly in unison with the impres- 
sion. Mr. Hutchinson has resided very many years 
on the coast, and is one of the few individu^s that have 
visited the capital of Ashantee, wherein he resided 
eight months,' and obtained a better acquaintance 
with the manners, customs, and pursuits of that war- 
like, enterprising, and original nation than any other 
European whatever. In the Ashantee war he took 
a very active part, and rendered important and valu 
able services to the cause he so warmly espoused. 

We abode at the fort till the 4th of March, when 
we bade adieu to our kind host, and our much- 
respected friend Mr. George Maclean, and embraced 
the opportunity of sailing in the Alert for Accra, 
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where we expected to find a vessel to take us to 
Badi^y, in the Bight of Benin, agreeably to our 
instructions. 

For the last time we beg leave to express our 
gratitude to the worthy president and the council at 
Cape Coast, for their noble and feeling treatment 
of us, strangers, and to assure them that we shall 
cherish the remembrance of it as long as we live. 
It is conduct such as this, so flattering to one's self- 
love, that makes the deepest and most lasting im- 
pression on the heart, and that clin^ to it when the 
memory of other and perhaps more important things 
has long passed away. 

In two days we arrived opposite the British fort 
at Accra, and landed on the 7th. Here we sJ3ode 
with Mr. Fry, the commandant, a whole week^ which 
afforded us ample leisure to stroll about the neighh 
bourhood, and admire the surpassing beauty of the 
country. Accra is, without exception, the plea- 
santest and most healthy British settlement on the 
western coast of Africa. Its trade has perhaps suf- 
fered by the late unfortunate Ashantee war, in com- 
mon with Cape Coast Castle and other places ; but 
it is beginning to revive again. His majesty's brig 
Clinker arrived the day before us, and two days after 
she was joihed by the Medina sloop of war and the 
Black Joke. 

On the 16th we embarked on board the Clinker, 
Lieutenant Matson commander, and having sailed 
direct for Badagry, we dropped anchor in the road- 
stead in front of that town on the 19th. My brother 
landed and was introduced to the chief by Mr. 
Brown, master of the brig, on the following day, and 
everything having been arranged to our satisfaction, 
the luggage was safely landed on the 21st. 

From Lieutenant Matson, an officer to whom we 
are under infinite obligations for the many courtesies 
and acts of kindness he showed us, we received a 
Voung man of colour Darned Antonio, son to the 
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chief of Bonny, who eagerly embraced the oppor* 
tunity of proceeding with us into the interior, being 
impressed with the notion that he should be enabled 
to reach his home and country by means of the 
Great River, or Niger. 

March 22d. — Cheered by six hearty huzzas,, good* 
naturedly given us by the crew of the Clinker, at 
the desire of her gallant commander, we sailed to« 
wards the beach in one of the brig's boats in the 
earUer part of the afternoon, and having been taken 
into a canoe that was waiting at the edge of the 
breakers to receive us, we were plied over a tre* 
mendous surf, and flung with violence on the bum« 
ing sands. 

Wet and uncomfortable as this accident had ren-* 
dered us, we had no change of linen at hand, and we 
walked to a small creek about the distance of a 
quarter of a mile from the seashore, where we were 
taken into a native canoe, and conveyed safely 
through an extremely narrow channel, pverhimg 
with luxuriant vegetation, into the Bad&gry river, 
which is a branch of the Lagos. It is a beautiful 
body of water, resembling a lake in miniature ; its 
surface is smooth and transparent as glass, and its 
picturesque banks are shaded by trees of a lively 
verdure. We were soon landed on the opposite 
side, when our road lay over a magnificent plain, on 
which deer, antelopes, and buffaloes are often ob-* 
served to feed. Numbers of men, women, and chil- 
dren followed us to the town of Bad^gry, and they 
made the most terrific noises at our heels ; but whe- 
ther these were symptoms of satisfaction or di9« 
pleasure, admiration or ridicule, we could not at first 
understand. We were soon, however, satisfied that 
the latteir feeling was predominant ; and indeed our 
clothing was exceedingly grotesque, consisting of a 
straw hat larger than an umbrella, a scarlet Mo« 
hammedan tobe or tunic and belt, with boots and 
foil Turkish trousers. 80 umisi»l a dress inigfai 
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vreU canse the people to laugh heartily; tney weie 
all evidently highly amused ; but the more modest 
ofthe females, unwilling to give us any uneasiness, 
turned aside to conceal the titter, from which they 
were utterly unable to refrain. 

On our way we observed various groups of people 
seated under the spreading branches of superb trees, 
vending provisions and country cloth ; and on our 
approach many of these arose and bowed, white 
others fell on their Juiees before us in token of re- 
spect. We reached the dwelling which had been 
prepared for lis about three o'clock in the afternoon; 
but as the day was too far advanced to visit the chief 
or king, we sent a messenger to inform him of our 
intention of paying him our respects to-morrow 
morning. 

March 23d. — ^At nine o'clock this moniing, agree- 
ably to yesterday's promise, we visited tlie chief at 
his residence, which is somewhat more than half a 
mile from our own. On our entrance he was sitting 
on a couple of boxes in a small bamboo apartment 
from whose sides were suspended a great quantity 
of muskets and swords, with a few paltry umbrellas, 
and a couple of horses' tails, which are used for the 
purpose of brushing away flies and other insects, 
king Adooley looked up in our faces without making 
any observation, and did not rise from his seat to 
congratulate us on our arrival. He appeared in deep 
reflection, and thoughtfully rested his elbow on an 
old wooden table, pillowing his hefad on his hand. 
One of the most venerable and ancient of his sub- 
jects was squatted at the feet of his master, smoking 
from a pipe of extraordinary length; while Lantern, 
his eldest son and heir-apparent, was kneeling at his 
side, etiquette not allowing the youth to sit in pres- 
ence of his father. Every thing bore an air of gloom 
and sadness totally different from what we had been 
led to expect. We shook hands, but the pressure 
of the chief was so very faint that it was scaioely 
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perceptible ; yet, notwithstanding this apparent cold 
ness, we seated ourselves, one on each side, with- 
out ceremony or embarrassment. The conversation 
was commenced on our part by inquiring after tha 
chief's health, which was answered only by a Ian 
giud smile, and he again relapsed into his former 
thoughtfulness. We then displayed to the greatest 
advantage the presents we had brought for him from 
England ; they were accepted, it is true, but without 
the slightest demonstration of pleasure or satisfac^ 
tion; they were scarcely looked at, and were car* 
ried away by his attendants with real or seeming 
indifference. This was very mortifying, but we said 
not a word, though it was the easiest thing imagin* 
able to perceive that all was not right. A reserve, 
the cause whereof we could not define, and a cold- 
ness towards us for which vre could in nowise ac- 
count, marked the conduct of the once spirited and 
good-natured chief of Baddgry, and prepared us to 
anticipate various difficulties in the prosecution of 
our plans, which we are persuaded will require 
much art and influence to surmount. Adooley left 
us abru])tly in the midst 4>f the conversation^ and did 
not return for some time. 
Wearied at length with his long delay, we des- 

gatched a messenger to acquaint him that we were 
ecoming impatient, and would feel obliged by his 
ii;nmediate return, in order to put an end to our con- 
ference, or paldver, as it is emphatioally styled, as 
speedily as possible. On receiving this message 
the chief hastened back, and entered the apart- 
ment with a melancholy countenance, which was 
partially concealed behind large volumes of smoke 
from a tobacco-pipe which he was using. He seated 
himself between us as before, and gave us to under- 
stand, in a very low tone of voice, that he was but 
just recovering from a severe illness, and from 
the effects of a variety of misfortunes which had 
rendered him almost broken-hearted* His generals. 
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Bombanee and Poser (mentioned in' Clapperton's 
journal), and all his most able warriors, had either 
been slain in battle or fallen by other violent means. 
The former in particular, whose loss he more par- 
ticularly lamented, had been captured by the lAgos 
c^eople, who were bis most inveterate enemies. 
When this unfortunate man was taken prisoner, his 
right hand was immediately nailed to lus head, and 
the other lopped off like a twig. In this manner he 
was paraded through the town, and exposed to the 
Tiew of the people ; whose curiosity being satiated, 
Bombanee's head was at length severed from his 
shoulders, and, being dried in the sun and beat to 
dust, was sent in triumph to the chief of Badigry. 
To add to his calamities, Adooley's house, which 
contained an immense quantity of gunpowder, had 
been blown up by accident, and destroyed all his 
property, consisting of a variety of presents, most 
of them very valuable, that- had been made him by 
Captain Ciapperton and by European merchants and 
traders in slaves. The chief and his women escaped 
with difficulty from the conflagration ; but as it was 
the custom to keep the muskets and other firearms 
constantly loaded, their contents were discharged 
into the bodies and legs of those individuals that had 
flocked to the spot on the flrst alarm. The flames 
spread with astonishing rapidity, notwithstanding 
every exertion, and ended in the destruction of a 
great part of the town. This accounted in some 
measure for tiie sad and grievous expression so 
strongly depicted on the chief's countenance ; but 
still another and more, powerful reason doubtless 
influenced him on this occasion. 

On returning to our residence* a number of 
'•principal men," as they style themselves, were in- 
troduced, to compliment us on coming to their 
country, although their true and only motive for 
visiting our quarters was the expectation of obtain 
ing ram, which is the great ol^ect of attractipn to 
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all ot ihem. We have been annoyed during the 
better part of this day by a tribe of ragged beggars, 
whose importunity is really disgusting; and tiie 
number of old fat-headed and pot-bellied men, and 
skinny, flap-eared women of the last century, has 
been immense. To these garrulous ladies and gen* 
tlemen have we been obliged to laugh and talk^ and 
shake hands, and crack fingers, and bend our bodies 
and bow our heads, and place our hands with so- 
lemnity on our heads and breasts ; make presents, 
and cringe, fawn, and flatter up to the present 
moment, which is past bed-time. We have not in- 
deed had a moment's relaxation from this excessive 
fatigue ; and the consideration that we have been 
waited on by the chiefs eldest son has been for- 
gotten in the mortifying inconveniences to which 
we have been subjected. 

Had Job, among his other trials, been exposed to 
the horrors of an interminable African palaver, his 
patience must have forsaken him. For my own 
part, I am of opinion that I shall never be a general 
favourite with this ever-grinning and loquacious 
people. If I laugh, and laugh I most certainly mus^ 
It is done against my inclination, and consequently 
with a very bad grace. For the first five years of 
my life, I have been told that I was never even seen 
to smile ; and since that period, Heaven knows, my 
merriment has been confined to particular and ex 
traordinary occasions only. How then is it possi 
ble that I can be grinning and playing the fool from 
morning to night, positively without any just incen- 
tive to do so, and sweltering at the same time under 
a sun that causes my body to bum with intense heat^ 
giving it the appearance of shrivelled parchment. 
Fortunately, these savages, for savages they most 
certainly are in the fullest extent of the word, can 
not distinguish between real and fictitious joy; and 
although I was vexed at heart, and wished them all 
at the bottom of the Red Seat or somewhere else, I 
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hare every reason te believe that my forced attempts 
to please the natives have so far been successfbl ; and 
that 1 have obtained the reputation, which I cer- 
tainly do not deserve, of being one of the pleas- 
antest and best-tempered persons in the world. 

One of the Fetjsh-men had just sent us a present 
of a dnck, fully as large as an English goose ; but as 
the fellow expects ten times its value in return, it is 
no proof, I think, of the benevolence of his dispo- 
jsition. Last niji^ht we were obliged to station armed 
men around our house, for the purpose of protecting 
our goods from the rapacity of a hiultitude of 
thieves that infest this place, and who display the 
greatest cunning imaginable to ingratiate them- 
selves in our favour. We arose unrefreshed this 
morning, at daybreak, the noise of children crying, 
the firing of guns,. and the discordant sound of 
drums and horns, preventing us from enjoying the 
-sweetness of repose, so minitely desirable after a 
long day spent in a routine of tiresome ceremony 
tmd etiquette. 

Marcn, 24^A.-^ne of the chiefs messengers, who 
is a Haussa mallam,* or priest, presented himself at 
the door of our house this morning, followed by U 
large and handsome spotted sheep from his native 
country, whose neck was adorned with httie bells, 
which made a pretty jingling noise. We were much 
prepossessed in this man's favour by the calmness 
and serenity of his countenance, and the modesty, 
or rather timidity of his manners. He was dressed 
in the Haussa costume, viz. cap, tobe, troutsers, and 
sandals. He wore four large silver rings on his 
thumb, and his left wrist was ornamented with a 
solid silver bracelet. This is the only individual 
that has yet visited us purely with disinterested 
motives, as all the others make it a practice to beg 
whenever they favour us with their company. But 

• MhUam liipriilw ** \mo»A.*>'-CUiflf9rtoiC 
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tbe mallam, it is to be understood, is a Mussulmaii, 
and it is the fast of the- Uhamadan, so that he is for- 
bidden by his creed either to eat or drink from the 
rising to the setting of the sun. 

A Falatah resi^ng in the town has agreed to 
cuppiy us with cow's hiilk every morning, as long 
as we may have occasion to remam ; he is likewise 
a Mohammedan; and, imitating the example of the 
mallam, he scrupulously adheres to the rigorous 
precepts of his religion. 

The chiefs eldest son has been with us the 
greatest part of to-day. The manners of this young 
man are reserved, but respectful ; he is a great ad« 
mirer of ihe English, and has obtained a smattering 
of their language. Although his appearance is ex- 
tremely bojdsh, he has already three wives, and is 
the father of two children. His front teeth are 
filed to a point after the manner of the Lagos peo- 
ple $ but notwithstanding this disadvantage, his fea- 
tures bear less marks of ferocity than we have 
observed in the countenance of any one of his coun- 
trymen, while his general deportment is infinitely 
more pleasing and humble than theirs. When 
asked, whether, if it were in his power to do so, he 
would injure us two, or any European that might 
hereafter visit Bad^igry, he made no reply, but 
silently approached our seat, and falling on his knees 
at our feet, he pressed me with eagerness to his sofi 
naked bosom, and affectionately kissed my hand. I 
thought that language and expression would not 
have been half so eloquent as this. 

We have heard to-day that peace has been estab- 
lished between Porto Novo and Baddgry. The 
messenger that brought this agreeable news has 
{Mresented Adooley with three slaves, from his 
master, the chief of the former state, as a token that 
U is to be lasting. This distracted country is ever 
at war with her neighbours, and consequently is 
always in a state of afltaticm an^ poysrty. Pro- 
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Tisions are from the same cause extremely scarce and 

^ear. 

Since our conference with the chief on Tuesday 
we have learned, with surprise and sorrow, that a 
party of the populace have expressed themselves 
decidedly hostile to our projects, and that its leaders 
are continually with Adooley, using all their influ* 
ence, and exercising all their cunning, in order to 
awaken his slumbering jealousy. They endeavour 
to persuade him to demand, ere he grants us leave 
i;o pass through his country, a sum of money, which* 
4;hey are all aware, it is not in our power to pay, and 
therefore, they imagine we shall be compelled to 
abandon the undertedting. The first intimation we 
received of the effect of these insinuatiims on the 
mind of the chief was brought us this morning by • 
one who juronounces himself to be on ** our side.'' 
This man assured us, with an ominous visase, thsit 
Adooley had declared, in the hearing of all the peo- 
ple, that the coat we .had given him was intended 
for a boy, and not a man ; it was therefore unworthy 
his acceptance as a king, and he considered that we 
meant to insult him. The coat alluded to by Adooley 
is mdeed extremely old-fashioned, and belonged to 
a surgeon in the navy about twenty years ago, noU 
withstanding which it is now almost as good as 
Bew, and was made veiy showy by the ad£tion of 
a pair of tarnished gold epaulets. Nor can any 
tljjiing be clearer than that an enemy of ours has 
been striving to render the chief discontented and 
mistrustful, since nothing was so gladly received as 
this very coat two days ago. To counteract the 
efforts of the malicious, we have been unusally busy 
to-day in sounding the disposition of those who, 
-we are inchned to believe, from the fondness they 
evince for our rum, are favourable to our intentions 
and devoted to our interests. 

Two mulattoes reside in the town^ oae of whom 
ty name Hooper, acts as jnteqprater to Adool^r 
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and shares a good deal of his confidence. He was 
born at Cape Coast Castle in 17^0, and was for 
many years a soldier in the African corps. His 
father was an Englishmpi, and he boasts of being 
a British subject. He is excessively vain of his 
origin ; yet he is the most confirmed drunkard alive, 
always getting intoxicated before breakfast, and re- 
maining in a soaking state all day long. This does 
not, however, make him regardless of his personal 
interests, to which, on the contrary, he is ever alive, 
and indeed sacrifices every other feeling. The other 
mulatto can reajd and write English tolerably well, 
having received his education at Sierra Leone ; he 
is a slave to Adooley, and is almost as bad as Hooper 
as to drinking. These political advisers of the 
chief we have had little difficulty in bribing over to 
our interests: we have hkewise been tampering 
with several native chiefs, apparently with equ^ 
success. Unfortunately, every one styles himself 
a great and powerful man, and old Hooper himself 
csdls a host of ragged scoundrels, ** noblemen and 
gentlemen.*' Each of these he advises and conjures 
us to conciliate with presents, and especially spiritur 
DUs liquors, in order to do away any evil impression 
they may secretly have received, and obtain their 
suffrages, though it should be at the expense of half 
the goods in our possession. There is hardly any 
knowing who is monarch here, or even what form 
of goVemme;it prevails. Besides the king of kings 
himself, the redoubtable Adooley, four fellows as* 
Bume the title of royalty; namely, the kings of 
Spanish Town, of Portuguese Town, of English 
Town, and of French Town — Baddgry being divided 
into four districts, bearing the names of the Euro- 
pean nations just mentioned. This evening we re- 
ceived an invitation from the former of these chief- 
tains, who by all accounts was originally the sole 
governor of the country, until his authority waa 
wrested from him bv a mora owerful hand. Hd 
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BOW lives in retirement, and subsists by pnrdiasing 
slaves and reselling them to Spanish and Portuguese 
traders. I;i him we found a meek and venerable old 
man, of respectable appearance. He was surrounded 
by a number of men and boys, his household slaves, 
who were all armed with pistols, daggers, muskets, 
cutlasses, swords, &c., the manufacture of various 
European countries. In the first place, he assured 
us that nothing could give him mote pleasure than 
to welcome us to Bad^gry ; and he. very much won- 
dered that we had not visited him before. If we 
had a present to give him, he said, he would thank 
us, but if we had not, still he would thank us. A 
table was then brought out into the court before the 
house, whereon decanters and glasses, with a burn- 
ing liquor obtained from the Portuguese, were placed. 
In one corner of the yard was a little hut, not more 
than two feet in height, wherein had been placed a 
Fetish figure, to preserve the chief from any danger 
or mischief which our presence might otherwise 
have entailed upon him. A portion of the spirit 
was poured iiito one of the glasses, and from it 
emptied into each of the others, and then drunk 
by. the attendant that had fetched it from the 
house. This is an old custom, introduced, no 
doubt, to prevent masters from being poisoned 
by the treachery of their slaves. As soon as the 
decanters had been emptied of their contents, other 
ardent spirits were produced ; but as my brother 
imagined that fetish'-water had been mingled with 
it, we simpl)"^ took about a tea-spoonful into our 
mouths, and privately ejected it on the ground. The 
old chief promised to return Our visit to-morrow ; 
and lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, like a 
child in l£e attitude of prayer, he invoked the Al- 
mighty to preserve and bless Us (for this was the in* 
terpretation of his expressions). We then saluted 
him in the usual manner, and returned, well pleased* 
to our own habitation. 
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If one may be allowed to form an opinion of 
the population of BadAgry from the vast number of 
sellers he meets with, or rather if the tiumber of 
buyers bears any proportion to them, the town must 
be wonderfully populous, for thoug^h the old chiefs 
residence is above a mile and a half from ours, people 
were found vending a variety of articles at every 
^ep of the way. 

We are most anxious to proceed on our jounley, 
tut the chief Adooley evades our solicitations to 
depart under the most frivolous and absurd pre- 
tences. He asserts that his principal reason for 
detaining us here against our inclination is the ap- 
prehension he entertains for our safety, the road 
not bei^g considered in a good state. Under this 
impression he has despatched a messenger to Jenna, 
to ascertain if the afflairs of that country warrant 
his sending us thither. The old king of Jenna, who, 
it will be recollected, behaved so kindly to Captain 
Clapperton's last mission, is dead ; and although a 
successor has been appointed to fill his place, he is 
not yet arrived from katunga. This being the case, 
no one will be at Jenna to receive us. Meantime the 
rainy season is fast approaching, as is sujfficiently 
announced by repeated showers and occasional 
tornadoes ; and what makes us still more desirous 
to leave this abominable pl^ce is the fact (as we 
have been told) that a sacrifice of no less than three 
hundred human beings, of both sexes and all ages, 
is shortly to take place. We often hear the cries 
of many of these poor wretches; and the heart 
sickens with horror at the bare contemplation of 
such a scene as awaits us, should we remain here 
much longer. We therefore can only wish, that if 
such is to be. the case, we may not be compelled to 
witness this bloody abomination. 

March %bth, — ^We were awaked this morning by 
Ihe warbling of a variety of small birds, which, 
perclied on ilie branches of the beautif\il trees sur- 
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rounding our house, serenade us so charmingly that 
we can never close our eyes after daybreak; in 
fact, it would be a shame in us to do so while we 
can listen tp melody so truly enchanting. Shortly 
after the sun rises our house is full of visiters ; and 
from that time till evening we resign ourselves very 
complacently to a species of punishment which is, 
I fancy, less tolerable than purgatory. After crack- 
ing fingers a hundred times, and grinning as often, 
we were informed this forenoon that the chiefs 
messenger had returned from Jenna^; but for some 
reason at present unknown to iis,. the man .was 
almost immediately sent back ; and we are told that 
we cannot quit Badagry until he again makes his 
appearance. It is the custom in this place, that 
when a man cannot pay his respects in person to 
another, he sends a servant with a sword or cane, in 
the same manner as a gentleman delivers his card in 
England. We have received a great number of 
compliments to-day in this fe^shion ; and it is almost 
superfluous to say thatu cane or sword' is at all times 
a more welcome and agreeable visiter than its owner 
would have been. 

We had not finished breakfast this morning before 
Hooper introduced himself for his accustomed glass 
of spirits, to prevent him, according to his own ac- 
count, from getting sick. He took the opportunity 
of informing us that it would be absolutely necessary 
to visit the " noblemen"- that had declared them- 
selves " on our side." As we strove to court popu- 
larity and conciliate these vagabonds by ever}' means 
in our power, we approved of Hooper's counsel, and 
went, in the first place, to the house of the late Gen* 
eral Poser, which is at present under the superin- 
tendence of his head-man. Him we found squatting 
indolently on a mat, and several old people were 
holding a conversation with him. As the death of 
Poser is not generally knowB to the people, it being 
concealed from them.fo£ fear of exciting a com- 
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motion in the town, for. he was universally loved 
and respected, we were not permitted even to men- 
tion his name, and the steward set us the example 
by prudently confining his^jonversation to the neces- 
sity of making him a present proportionable to his 
e^pecta);ions and the dignity of his situation. Mus- 
kats aiid other warlike instruments were suspended 
from the sides of the apartment, and its ceiUng wacF 
decorated with fetishes and Arab texts in profusion.^ 
Gin and water were produced, and partaken of witlr 
avidity by all present, more especially by the twa 
miilattoes that had attended us, which being done, 
the head-man wished the " Great Spirit'' to prosper 
us in ^1 our undertakings, and told us not to forget 
his present by any means. We shortly afterward 
paid our respects, and quitted the apartment with 
feelings of considerable satisfaction ; for its confined 
air was -so impure, that a longei^ stay, to say the 
least of it,, would hava been highly unpleasant. As 
it was, we had consumed so much, time in Poser's 
house, that we found it necessary to alter our inten-^ 
tion of visiting the other chiefs ; and therefore re« 
solved to pay our respects to Adooley, whom we 
had not seen for two days. Accordingly we re- 
paired immediately to his residence, and were wel*- 
corned to it with much better grace thati on any 
previous occasion. 

The chief was eating an undressed onion, and 
seated on an old table, dangling his legs underneath 
it with a vacant thoughtlessness of manner, which 
our abrupt intrusion somewhat dissipated. He in- 
formed us of his intention of sending us on our 
journey on the day after to-morrow, when he ex- 
pected that the people of Jenna would be in a suitable 
condition to receive us. He was full of good nature, 
and promised to make my brother a present of a 
horse, which he had brought with him from Saccotdo 
on the former expedition ; he added that he would 
sell another to me; and that he most particularly 
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wish'Sd to examine the groods we intended taking 
with us into the '* bush,'* as the uncleared country 
is called, in order that he might satisfy himself we 
had nothing objectionable among them. Havihff 
expressed our thanks to Adooley for his well-timed 
present, and agreed to the conditions he proposed, 
we all partook of a little spirit and water, whicn soon 
made us the best friends in the universe. During this 
palaver, the chiefs sister and two of his wives were 
Ogling at us, and giggling, until the approach of the 
chief of Engtish Town and the rest of our party put 
a sudden stop to their entertainment, on which they 
presently left the apartment. These men came to 
settle a domestic quarrel, which was soon decided 
by the chief, who, after receiving the usual saluta- 
tion of dropping on the knees, with the face to the 
earth, chatted and laughed immoderately. This 
was considered byns as a happy omen. Very little 
ceremony is observed by the meanest of the people 
towards their sovereign. They converse with him 
with as httle reserve as if he wer^ no better than 
themselves, while he pays as much attention to their 
complaints as to those of the principal people of the 
country. I should think that Adooley is not entirely 
destitute of the virtues of hospitality, for we observed 
with pleasure that the remainder of his onions were 
divided equally among the chiefs who had come 
to visit him!, and were received by them with marks 
of , the highest satisfaction. 

This afternoon a herald proclaimed the approach 
to our habitation x>f the venerable chief of Spanish 
Town, with a long suite of thirsty followers. The 
old man's dress Was very simple, consisting only 
of a cap and turban, with a large piece of Manches- 
ter cotton flung over his right shoulder, and held 
under his left arm. This is infinitely more graceAal 
and becoming in the natives than the most showr 
European apparel, in any variety of which, indeed, 
they generally look highly ridiaalotts^ After w§ 

Vol. I.— F 
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had made him and all his attendants nearly tlpsy^ 
the old chief began to be very talkative and amusingf, 
continuing to chat without mtermission for a con- 
siderable time, not omitting to whisper occasionally 
to the interpreter, by no means to forget, after his 
departure, reminding us of the present we had prom* 
ised him, for it is considered the height of ruaeness 
to mention any thing of the kind aloud in his pres- 
ence. Our rum had operated so cheerily upon his 
followers in the yard, that fat and lean, old and 
young, commenced dancing, and continued perform- 
ing the most laughable antics, till they were no 
longer able to stand. It amused us infinitely to 
observe these creatures, with their old solemn, pla* 
cid-iooking chief at their head, staggering out at the 
doorway ; we were, in truth, but too happy to get 
rid of them at so cheap a rate. Hooper shortly af- 
terward came with a petition fronr twelve •* gentle- 
men" of English Town, for the sum of a hundred 
and twenty dollars, to be divided among them ; and 
having no resource, we were compelled to submit to 
the demand of these rapacious scoundrels. 

Late in the evening we received the threatened 
visit from Adooley, who came to examine the con- 
tents of our boxes. He was borne in a hammock 
by two men, and was dressed in an English linen 
shirt, a Spanish cloak or mantle, with a cap, turban^ 
and sandals. His attendants were three half-dressed 
little boys, who^ one by one, placed themselves 
at their master^s feet, as they are in the habit of 
doing. One of them carried a long sword, another 
a pistol, and the third a kind of knapsack, filled with 
tobacco. We presented the chief with brandy, 
equal in strength to spirits of wine ; and he swsd- 
lowed a large quantity of it with exquisite pleasure. 
The boys were permitted to drink a portion of the 
liquor every time that it was poured mto a glass for 
Adooley ; but though it was so very strong, it pro* 
dnced no grimace, nor the slightest distortaon of 
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canntenance in these little fellows. The fondness 
of the natives, or rather their passion, for strong 
waters is astonishing, and they are valued entirely 
in proportion to the intoxicating effects they bcca- 
sion. Adooley smbked nearly all the while he re- 
mained in our house. As each box was opened, 
however, he would take the pipe slowly from his 
mouth, as if perfectly heedless of what was going 
forward ; and from the couch whereon he was re- 
cUning, re^rd with intense curiosity each article as 
it was held out to his observation. Every thing that 
in his opinion demanded a closer examination, or, 
more properly speaking^ every thing he took a fancy 
to, was put into his hands at his own request ; but 
as it would be grossly impolite to return it after It 
had been soiled by his fingers, with ihe utmost turn- ' 
€halanc9 the chief deliver^ it over to the care of his 
recumbent pages, who carefully secured it between 
their legs. Adooley's good taste could no t of course 
he questioned ; and it- did not much surprise, though 
it grieved us, to observe a large portion of almost 
every article in the boxes speedily passing through 
his hands into those of his juvenile minions. Nothing 
«eemed unworthy his acceptance, from fine scar* 
let cloth to a child's farthing whistle; in fact, he 
requested a couple of these little instruments to 
emuse himself with in retirement ! And although 
he has received guns, ammunition, and a variety of 
goods to the amount of nearly three hundred ounces* 
of gold, he is so far from being satisfied that he is 
continually grumbling forth his discontent. Grati- 
tude is unknown both to him and his subjects ; the 
more one gives them, the more pressing are their 
importunities for other favours. The very food 
that one eats and the clothes that he wears are 
begged in so fawning a tone and manfier, as to 
create disgust and contempt at the first interview. 

• J^ ounce of gold on tliia part of tlio AfHcan eoast it wortli «ho«t 
<wo pooo^ •twttn^' 
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It was neaily midnight before Adooley arose from 
his seat to depart, when he took his leave, with broad* 
eloth, and cottons, pipes, snuff-boxes, and kniyes* 
paper, ink, whistles, &c. &c., and even some of o\v 
books, so avaricious is this Chief of Baddgry. 

March 26M. — We arose early this morning for the 
|)urpose of arranging some trifling matters, and tak- 
ing our breakfast in quietness and comfort; but we 
haA scarcely sat down when our half-naked grinning 
acquaintances entered to pay us the compliments of 
the day. Notwithstanding our chagrin, so ludicrous 
was the perpetual bowing and scraping of these our 
friends,. m imitation of Europeans, that we could 
not forbear laughing in good earnest. Our rum. 
Which had been kindly supplied us by Lieutenant 
Matson, we are happy to say, is npw nearly all con- 
sumed, and the number of our general visiters has 
diminished in exact proportion to its decrease ; so 
that we are beginning to feel the enjoyment of an 
hour or two's quiet in the course of a day, which is 
a luxury we could hardly have anticipated. The 
chief sent his son this morning to us, requesting a 
few needles and some small shpt. We could ill 
spare the latter, but it would be impolitic to refuse 
his urgent solicitations, whatever may be their ten- 
dency. 

The horses promised by Adooley have been sent' 
for us to examine. They appear strong and in fifood 
condition ; and if they play us no wicked pranSs in 
the *^ bush,'* no doubt they will be eminently service- 
able. 

This evening Poser's head-man, who we under- 
stand is one of the chiefs first captains, returned 
our visit of yesterday, followed by a multitude of 
friends and retainers. He had been determined* I 
believe, before he left home, to be in an ill-huinour 
with us, and perhaps he had treated himself with 
an extra dram for the occasion. This great bully 
introduced himself into our dwelling, — his hug^ 
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round face Inflamed with scorn, anger and ** potations 
deep." He drank with even more avidity than bis 
countrymen, but the liquor produced no good impres- 
sion on him, serving rather to increase his dissatis- 
faction and cholcr. He begged every thing he saw, 
— ^and when we had gratified him to the best of our 
power, he began to be very abusive and noisy. He 
said he was convinced we had come into the coun 
try with no good intentions, and accused us of 
deceit and insincerity in our professions; or, in 
plainer terms, that we had been guilty of a direct 
falsehood in stating tha^ we had no other motive for 
undertaking the journey than to recover the papers 
of Mr. Park at Ydoorie. He was assured that we 
were afraid to tell the true reason for leaving our 
own country- We withstood his invectives with 
tolerably composure, and the disgraceful old fellow 
left us in a pet about half an hour after his arrival. 
It is really a discouraging reflection that notwith- 
standing the sacrifices we have made of all private 
feeling and personal comfort for the purpose of con- 
ciliating the good opinion of the people here, — the 
constant fatigue and inconvenience to which we 
have been siibjected, — ^the little arts we have prac- 
tised, — the forced laughter, — ^the unnatural grin, — 
the never-ending shaking of hands, &c, &c., besides 
the dismal noises and unsavoury smells to which our 
organs have been exposed, still some scoundrels are 
to be found hardened against us by hatred and preju- 
dice, and so ungrateful for all our gifts and attentions 
as to take a delight in poisoning the minds of the 
people against us by publicly asserting that we are 
English spies, and make use of other inventions 
equally false and nralicious. Pitiable, indeed, mui^t 
the lot of that man be who is obliged to drag on a 
year of existence in so miserable a place as this. 
Nevertheless we are in health and spirits, and per- 
haps feel a secret pride in being able to subdue our 
rising dissatisflEKCtion, and in overcoming difficultiet 
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which at a first glance seemed insurmountable. By 
the blessing of Heaven we shall proceed prospe- 
rously in our undertaking, for in the Divine goodness 
do we alone repose all our confidonce and hopes of 
success. We may say that pleasure and enjoyment 
have accompanied us hither. The clearness of the 
sky is pleasant, and its brilliancy, — the softness of 
the moon— the twinkling brightness of the stars^ 
and the silence of night, — ^the warbling and the flight 
of birds, the hum of insects, and the varied and 
luxuriant aspect of beautiful Nature, are all charm* 
ing to us. And what on earth can be more soothing 
or delightful than thoughts of home and kindred, 
and anticipations of a holier and more glorious 
existence 1 These are true pleasures of which the 
barbarians cannot deprive us. 

To-day the fast of the Rhamadan ends ; and to* 
morrow will be held as a holiday by the Mohamme- 
dans of the place. . 

Saturday, Afarch'27th. — The noise and jargon. of 
our guests pursue us even in sleep, and our dreams 
are. disturbed by fancied palavers, which are more 
unpleasant and vexatious, if possible, in their effects* 
than real ones. Early this morning we were roused 
from one of these pamful slumbers to listen to the 
dismal yell of the hyena, the shrill crowing of cocks* 
the hum of night-flies and mosquitoes, and the 
hoafse croaking of frogs, together with the chirping 
of myriads of crickets aiod other insects, which re- 
sounded through the air as though it had been pierced 
with a thousand whistles. 

Just after sunrise two Mohammedans arrived at 
our house, with an invitation for us to accompany 
them to the spot selected for the performance of 
their religious rites and observances. This being a 
novelty, we embraced the proposal with pleasure, 
and followed the men to the distance of about a mile 
from our house. Here we observed a number of 
their countrymen aitt^ig in detached groups* actively 
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emplo3red in the duties of lustration and ablution* 
It was a bare space of ground, edged with trees, 
and covered with sand. The Mussulmans were 
obliged to bring water with theni in calabashes. 
Seated in a convenient situation, underneath the 
spreading branches of a myrtle-tree, without being 
seen, we could observe aU their actions. But a 
number of boys soon intruded themselves upon our 
privacy, and, to say the truth, we were more amused 
by the artlessness and playfulness of their manners 
than with all the grave mummery of the Mohamme* 
dan worshippers. Groups of people were continu- 
ally arriving at the spot, and these were welcomed 
to it by an occasional flourish of music from a native 
clarionet, &c. They were clad in all their finery, 
their apparel being as gaudy as it was various. The 
caujh^iBtl presented by no means an uninteresting 
spectacle. Loose tobes, with caps and turbans, 
striped and plain, red, blue, and black, were not un* 
pleasingly contrasted with the original native cos* 
tume of figured cotton, thrown loosely over the 
shoulders, and immense rush hats. Manchester 
cloths of the most glaring patterns were conspicu- 
ous among the crowd ; but these were cast in the 
shade by scarfs of green silk, ornamented with leaves 
and flowers of gold, and aprons covered with silver 
spangles. Very young children appeared bending 
under the weight of- clothes and ornaments ; while 
boys of maturer years carried a variety of offensive 
weapons. The Turkish scimitar, the French sabre, 
the Portuguese dagger, confined in a silver case, all 
gleamed brightly ; and heavy cutlasses, with rude 
native knives were likewise exhibited, half-de- 
voured by cankering rust. Clumsy muskets and 
fowling-pieces, as well as Arab pistols, were also 
handled with delight by the joyful Mussulmans. In 
number the religionists were kbout a hundred and 
fifty. Not long after our arrival tl]^ey formed theov* 
selves into six lines, and having laid aside many of 
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their saperfluous ornaments, and a portion of their 
clothing, they put on the most sedate countenances, 
and commenced their devotional exercises in a spirit 
of seriousness and apparent fervour worthy a better 
place and a more amiable creed. In the exterior 
forms of theii' religion, at least, the Mussulmans here 
are complete adepts, as this spectacle has convinced 
us ; and the little we have seen of them has led us 
to form a very favourable opinion of their general 
temperance and sobriety. The ceremony was no 
sooner concluded, than muskets, carbines, and pistols 
were discharged on all sides; the clarionet again 
struck up a note of joy, and was supported by long 
Arab drums, strings of bells, and a solitary kettle- 
drum. The musicians, like the ancient minstrels of 
Europe, were encouraged by trifling presents from 
the more charitable of the multitude. All seemed 
cheerful and happy ; and on leaving them, several, 
out of ^compliment I suppose, discharged their pieces 
at our heels ; and were evidently delightea with 
themselves, ^with us, and the whole world, lu 
the path we met a fellow approaching the scene 
of innocent dissipation^ clothed most fantastically in 
a flannel dress, and riding on the back of what we 
were informed was a wooden horse. He was sur- 
rounded by natives of all ages, who were laughing 
most extravagantly at the unnatural capering of the 
thing, and admiring the ingenuity of its contrivance. 
The figure itself was, entirely concealed with cloth, 
which rendered it impossible to discover by what 
agency it moved. Some years ago I saw a monster 
something similar to it with a company of mounte- 
banks, in a town in the west of England, which, 
among its other properties, used. to swallow chil- 
dren ; and in all probabihty this '* wooden horse** is 
constructed on a similar principle. Its head was 
covered with red cloth ; and a pair of sheep*s ears 
answered the purpose for which they were intended 
tolerably well Yet, on the whole, though it was 
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easy to perceive' that a hone was intended to be 
represented by it, the figure was clumsily enoug^h 
executed. As soon as this party had joined the in- 
dividuals assembled near the place of worship, & 
startling shriek of laughter testified the tumultuous 
joy of the wondering multitude. The sun shone out 
resplendently on the happy groups of fancifully- 
dressed persons, whose showy, various-coloured 
garments and sooty skin, ccmtrasted with the pic* 
turesque and lovely appearance of the sc«iery, pro- 
duced an unspeakably charming effect: The foliage 
exhibited every variety and tint of green, from the 
sombre shade of the melancholy yew to the lively 
verdure of the poplar and young oak. For myself, 
I was delighted with the agreeable ramble; and 
imagined that I could distinguish from the notes of 
the songsters of the grove, the swelling strains of 
the English skylark and thrush^ with the more gen- 
tle warbling of'^ the finch and tinnet. It was indeed 
a brilliant moniing^, teeming with life and beauty ; 
and recalled to my memory a thousand affecting 
associations of sanguine boyhood, when I was 
thoughtless and happy. The barbarians around me 
were all cheerful and full of joy. 1 have heard that, 
like sorrow, joy is contagious, and I believe that it 
is, for it inspired me with a similar gentle feeling. 

The 27th of March in this place is what May-day 
id in many country places in England, and it strongly 
reminded uis of it. But here, unfortunately, there^re 
HO white faces to enliven us : and a want of the 
lovely complexion of our beautiful countrywomen, 
ti^nged with its ^* celestial red,'* is severely felt ; and 
so is the total absence here of that golden chain of 
kindness which links them to the ruder associates 
of their festive enjoyments. By-and-by, doubtless, 
£uniliarity with black faces will reconcile me to 
them ; but at p-esent I am compelled to own that I 
cannot help feeling a very considerable share of 
aversion towards their jetty complexions, in con^ 
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mon, I believe, with most strangers that visit this 
place. 

Owing to the holiday, which is equally prized and 
enjoyed by Mohammedan and pagan, our visiters to- 
day have been almost exclusively confined to a party 
of Haussa mallams, who entered our dwelling in the 
forenoon, perfumed all over with musk, more for the 
purpose of gratifying their vanity by displaying their 
finery before us, than of paying us the compliments 
of the day, which was Sivowedly the sole object of 
their intrusion. One or two of them were masti- 
cating the goora-nut ; and others had their lips, 
teeth, and finger-nails stained red. Each of the 
mallams was attended by a well-dressed Uttle boy 
of agreeable countenance, who acted as page to his 
master, and was his protigS. Neither of the men 
would eat or drink with us ; yet while they were in 
our company they seemed cheerful and good-hu- 
moured, and were communicative and highly intelli* 
gent. In answer to our questions they informed us 
that two rivers enter the Quorra or " Great River" 
at Funda, one of which is called the Coodoonia and 
the other the Tskadda (from the Isie Tshad) — that 
a schooner might sail from Bomou to Funda on the 
latter river without difficulty — that Funda is only 
twenty-four hours' pull from Benin; and twenty- 
nine days' journey from Bomou. At the close of a 
long and to us rather interesting conversation, our 
visiters expressed themselves highly gratified with 
their reception, and left the hut to repair to their 
own habitations. 

These men, though^ slaves to Adooley, are very 
respectable, and are never called on by their master 
except when required to go to war, supporting 
themselves by trading for slaves, which they sell to 
Europeans, They wore decent Nouffie tobes, Arab 
red caps, and Haussa sandals ; and both in their|maa« 
ners and conversation the mallams are infinitely supe-* 
rior to the ungentle and malignant natives of Bad^igry* 
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Monday^ March 29f^.— 'Last night a Fantee was 
plandcred of his effects, and stabbed by an assassin 
below the ribs, so that his life is despaired of; and 
not long after this was discovered, a " fetish'* (re- 
ligious rite) was performed over the remains of a 
native that had be^n found dead, but who was in per- 
fect health a few hours before. The lament of the 
relatives of the deceased was doleful in a high de- 
gree ; and no sounds could be more dismally mourn- 
ful than those shrieked forth by them on the occa- 
sion. The chief summoned us yesterday to repair 
to his residence in order finally to settle the business 
relative to our journey into the interior ; but we re- 
fused to have any disputes with him on the Sabbath, 
and promised to wait on him this morning instead. 
After breakfast, therefore, we redeemed our pledge, 
by paying him the promised visit- Adooley received 
us with his .accustomed politeness and gracious 
smile. He said he wished to inform us of liis inten- 
tion of detaining us at Baddgry a day or two longer, 
the " path" not being considered in a- fit state for 
travelling, rather than his reputation should suffer 
by leading us into danger, which would undoubtedly 
be the case if he had not adopted his present resolu- 
tion. Yet, he continued, we might depend on his 
word as a king, that we should have liberty to de- 
part on Thursday morning next, at the latest. Now 
we well knew that the country was never in a more 
peaceable or quiet state than at the moment he Was 
speaking ; and are mortified beyond measure at the 
perpetual evasions and contradictions of this chief. 
We regret also that the dry season is fast drawing 
to a close, and that we shall be obliged to travel in 
the rainy months. When Adooley had made this 
declaration, he requested us to write on paper in his 
presence for a few things which he wished to PTO- 
cure either from Cape Coast Castle or from Eng- 
land, as a return for the protection he had promis^ 
us. Amonor other articles enumeratsd are ** four 
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regimental coats, each as are worn by the King of 
England, for himself, and forty, less splendid than 
these, for the use of his captains ; two long brass 
giuis to run on swivels ; fifty muskets, twenty bar- 
rels of gimpowder, four handsome swords, and forty 
cutlasses ;" to which are added, ^ two puncheons of 
rum, a carpenter's chest of tools, with oils, paints, 
and brushes," the chief himself boasting tnat he 
was a blacksmith, carpenter, painter, and indeed 
every trade but a tailor. Besides these trifles he 
wished to obtain a half-dozen rockets, and a rocket 
gun, with a soldier from Cape Coast capable oT un- 
dertaking the management of it. And lastly, he 
modestly ordered two puncheons of cowries to be 
sent him, " for the purpose of defraying in part the 
expenses he had incurred in repelling the attacks of 
the men of Porto Novo, Atta, and Juncullee, the 
tribes inhabiting those places having made war upon 
him for allowing t!aptain Clapperton's last mission 
to proceed into the interior without their consent." 
We asked, jocosely, whether Adooley would be sat- 
isfied with these various articles ; when, having con- 
sidered for a few moments, and conversed aloud to a 
few of his chiefs that were in the apartment at the 
time, he replied that he had forgotten to mention his 
want of a large umbrella, four casks of grape-shot, 
and a barrel of flints, which having also inserted in 
the list, the letter was finally folded and sealed. It 
was then delivered into the hands of Adooley, who 
said that he should send it by Accra, one of his 
head-men, to Cape Coast Castle, and that the man 
would wait there till all the articles should be pro- 
cured for him. If that be the case, we imagine that 
Accra will have a very long time to wait 

Our interpreter, old Hooper, having been sus- 
pected by the chief to be in our interest, a young 
man named Tookwee, that understood a little £ng- 
lish^ was sent for, and commanded to remain durins 
tiie whole conference* in order to detect any error 
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th&t Hooper flight make^ and' to seie that every tliii^ 
enumerated by the chief should be written in the list 
of articles. 

During this long and serious conversation w« 
were occasionally enlivened by the music of three, 
little bells, which Were fastened to the tails of the 
same number of cats by a lon^ string,- and made a 
jingling noise whenever the animals thought proper 
to divert themselves. Besides these^ and as an ao« 
companiment to them, we . were favoured with the 
strains of an organ, which instrument a Uttle boy 
* was placed in ^ corner of the apartment purposely 
to turn. > 

A young Jenna woman came to visit us this fore* 
noon, accompanied by a female friend from H^ussa ' 
Her hair was traced with such extraordinary near- 
ness, that we expressed a wish to examine it mor6 
ininutel]^. The giri had never beheld such a thiti| 
as a white man l^fore, and permission was granted 
with a great deal of coyness, mixed up perhaps with 
a small portion of fear, which was apparent as she 
was slowly untying her turban. No sooner, how- 
ever, was our curiosHy gratified, than a demand, of 
two hundred cowries* was insisted on by her com- 
panion, that, it was alleged, being the price paid in 
Mfe interior by the male sex to scrutinize a lady*8 
hair. We were obliged to conform to the estab- 
lished custom, at which the women expressed them*, 
selves highly delighted. ThB hair which had ex- 
cited our admiration was made up in the shape of an 
liussar's helmet, and very ingeniously traced on the 
top. Irregular figuresv were likewise bpraided on 
each side of the head, and a band of worked thread, 
died in indigo, encircled It below the natural hair, 
which seemed by its tightness and closeness to have 
been glued fast to the skin, this young Jenna 

* A little Indian sbdl, tb» cnnrency ot Itmj parts ef Ait 
«id4)r ttMiaiRwr of A/kk^ 

Vol. I«-*-€r 
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womaa is by far the most interesting, both 1» faee 
and form, of any we have seen since our landing, 
and her prettiness is rendered more engaging by her 
retiring modesty and perfect artlessness of manners^ 
which, whether observed in black or white, are sure 
to command the esteem and reverence of the other 
sex. Her eyelids were stained with a bluish-black 
powder, which is the same kind of substance, I have 
no doubt, as that described la a note in Mr. Beck- 
ford's "Vathek.'' Her person was excessively 
clean, and her apparel flowing, neat, and gracefuL ^ 
Before taking leave the girl's unworthy companion ' 
informed us that her proUgie was married ; but that 
as her husband was left behind at Jeima, she would 
prevail on her to visit us in the evening after sunset. 
Of course we ex{N:essed our abhorrence of the pro- 
posal, and were really grieved to reflect, that with so 
much meekness, innocence, modesty, and beauty, 
our timid friend should be exposed to the wiles of a 
crafty and wicked woman. 

We have longed to discover a solitary virtue lin 
gering among the natives of this place, but as yet 
our search-has been ineffectual. 

As a contrast to the youthful individual described 
above, an old withered woman entered our residence 
in the evening, and began professing the most un- 
bounded affection for my brother and self. She had 
drank so much mm that she could scarcely stand; 
was the owner of a most forbidding countenance; 
and four of her front teeth had disappeared from her 
upper jaw, which caused a singular and disagreeable 
indention of the npper lip. We were disgusted with 
the appearance and hateful familiarity of this ancient 
hag, who had thus paid so iU' a compliment to our 
vanity, and subsequently we forced her out of the 
yard without any ceremony. 

We shot a hawk this evenings which was hovering 
over our house, at the request of several of the na- 
tivesy who ate the body or the bird, but preserved its. 
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bead and claws, to render them ''keen of eye and 

swift of foot." Tht king will not allow us to go to 
Jeana by the nearest beaten path, on the plea that 
as sacred fetish land would lie in our way, we 
should die the moment we should tread upon it. 

Tuesdayy March 30^A.-— The occurrences oi this 
day may be related in very few words, The 
pleasantest news we heai is the fact of the King of 
Jenna having arrived at that town from Katunga* 
His messenger arrived here tljis morning, and came 
to see us in the afternoon, accompanied by a friend. 
We regaled him with a glass, of rum, according to 
our general custom, the first mouthful whereof he 
sc^uirted from his own into the mouth of his asso* 
ciate, and vice versd» This is the first time we have 
witnessed this dirty and disgusting practice. The 
chief sent for us again this afternoon, and summed 
up the measure of his exorbitant demands by re- 
questing a gun-boat, with a hundred men from £ng* 
land, and a few common tobaci^o-pipes for his own 
private use. We could easily give a bill for the for- 
mer, but the latter we dared not part with at any 
risk, because, considering the long journey before 
us, we are convinced we have nothing to spare ; in- 
deed, it is our opinion that the presents will all be 
exhausted long before it be completed. With the 
same facility we have written a paper for forty 
ounces of gold, to be distributed among the chief of 
English Town and the rest of bur partisans. We 
had adjusted these little matters to the apparent 
satisfaction of all parties, when we were most 
agreeably surprised by an assurance from the chief 
that we shall quit this place to-morrow afternoon 
with the newly-arrived Jenna messenger. We are 
accordingly on the gui.vive in getting every thmg in 
a state of forwardness for our departure ; nor can 
we help wishing, for the sake of our credit, that we 
may x^ever meet such needy and importunate friends 



tC STAT AT BADAGRT« 

Bs hare pestered tts since our residence in this 
town. 

The soil of Bad%iy consists of a layer of fine 
whitish sand, over loam, clay, and earth. The sand 
is so soft and deep that no one can walk on it with* 
out considerable labour and difficulty. The natives 
procure the necessaries of life chiefly by fishing and 
the cultivation of the yam and Indian com. In the 
former employment they use nets and spears, and 
likewise earthen pots, which they bait with the 
palm-nut. These novel histruments are furnished 
with smsill apertures, not unlike those of a common 
wire mouRe^trap. Oranges, limes, cocoanuts, plan- 
tains, and Mnanas are produced in abundance in the 
neighbouinood. The better sort of people are pos* 
Bessed of a small kind of bullock, with sheep, goats, 
tod poultry; the chief himself is a drover and 
butcher, and when in want of money he orders one 
of his bullocks to be slaughtered and publicly sold - 
In the market. The dwellings of the inhabitants are 
neatly constructed of bamboo, and thatched with 
palm leaves. They contain several apartments, all 
of them on the ground'floor. Some of the Louses 
Or huts are built in the coozie form, which is nearly 
round, and others are in the form of an oblong 
square : all have excellent yards attached to them, 
wherein lime-trees and others «re planted in rows, 
and it gives one pleasure to look at the cleanliness 
tod taste which prevail in these courts. The land 
is excessively fertile ; and if the natives could only 
be induced to lay aside their habitual indolence, and 
the sluggishness of their characters, and devote a 
little more attention to the improvement of the soil, 
the country mi^ht soon be brought to an extraordi- 
nary pitch of beauty and perfection. As it is, vege* 
tatioh springs forth spontatieously, is luxuriant even 
to rankness, and is ever pleasingly verdant. 

If a view of Bddilgry and its environs could any* 
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ynse be obtained, we are persuaded it would be de- 
lightful m the extreme ; but the ground is every- 
where so low and flat, that not a single eminencei 
however small, can be discovered. Owing to the 
peculiarity of our situation, and the short time we 
have been with the natives, it is not to be supposed 
that we could have formed any very correct estimate 
of their manners, or general character. It is likely 
enough that we have seen only the dark side of 
their dispositions, for we have been considered by 
them as a kind of mark for the exercise of their 
cunning and other evil propensities, and they have 
played off their chicaneiy on us with advantage to 
themselves. Had we seen a single good-natured 
man among them, it would give us great pleasuje to 
relate the fact ; but really we have not been so for- 
tunate — ^we have met with nothing but selfishness 
and rapacity from the chief to the meanest of his 
people. The religion of Badigry is Mohammedan- 
ism, and the very worst species of paganism, that 
' which sanctions and enjoin^ the sacrifice of human 
beings and other abominable practices, and the wor- 
ship of imaginary demons and fiends. By some 
means many of the inhabitants have picked up- a 
number of English words, which schoolboys and 
children at home would style ** very naughty;'* and 
these are made use of at all times without any par- 
ticular meaning being attached to them. We haVe 
observed one virtue in the younger Inranches of the 
community, — it is the profound respect and reve- 
rence which they entertain for their elders, and 
which has perhaps never been surpassed in any age 
or country, not even among the ancient Spartans 
themselves. 

ADOOLIT, CHIEF OB KINO OF BADAGRT. 

AddalS, or Adooleyj as he is more generally calledt 
is the i>vp«4nt ruler of Bud^igry, and younger brother 

G2 
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to the late bhief of Lagos. Daring the lifetime of 
his father, and for countless ages before that period, 
Baddgry^was a province of L^gosyand tributary to 
it, as Lagos is and has been from time immemorial 
to the powerful King of Benin. Ajdooley evinced in 
early yputh an active and ingenious disposition; and 
an extraordinary, fondness for mechanical employ* 
ments and pursuits. Thi^ bias of Adooley soon at- 
tracted the attention and notice of his > father, and 
this revered parent did all that his slender means 
afforded of cherishing it, and of encouraging hhn to 
persevere in his industrious habits. While yet a 
boy, Adooley was a tolerable carpenter, smith* 
painter, and gunner. He soon won the admiration 
of his father, who displayed greater partiality and 
affection for him than for either of. his other children, 
and on his deathbed nominated this favourite don his 
successor, to the exclusion of his first-born, which 
is against the laws of the country ; the eldest son 
being invariably understood as the legitimate heir. 
For some time after his decease, however, no notice 
was taken of the dying request of the Lagos cl:iief<» 
tain ; his eldest son ruled in his stead, notwithstand* 
ing his last injunction; and Adooley, for a few 
years, wisely submitted to his brother without mur<» 
muring or <;omplaint. The youiig men at length 
quarrelled; and Adooley, calling to remembrance 
the words and wishes of his fhther, rose up against 
the chief, whom he denominated a usurper, and 
vehemently called upon his friends to join him in, 
disputing his authority, and endeavour to divest him 
of his power and consequence. Ail the slaves of 
his deceased parent, among whom was a ^eat num 
ber of Haussa mallams ; all who bore any personal 
^ dislike to the ruling chief, or were discontented at 
his form of government ; those who preferred 
Adooley, and the discontented of all ranks, formed 
themselves into a strong body and resolved to sup 
port &e pret^sioQs of their favourite. The brothera 
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agreed to decide the quarrel by the sword, and har- 
ing come to a general engagement, the partisans of 
the younger were completely routed, and fled with 
their leader before the victorious arms of the op- 
posing party. 

Fearing the restilt of this contest, Adooley, with 
a spirit of filial piety which is not rare among 
savages and is truly noble, dug out of the earth, 
wherein it had been^deposited, the scull of his father, 
and took it along with him in his flight, in order that 
it might not be dishonoured in his absence, for he 
loved his father with extraordinary tenderness, and 
cherished his memory as dearly as his own life. 
The headless body of the venerable chief, like those 
of his ancestors, had been sent to Benin, in order 
that its bones might adorn the sacred temple at that 
place, agreeably to an ancient and respected custom 
which has ever been religiously conformed to and 
tenaciously held by the Lagos (>eople. But Adooley 
displayed at the same time another beautiful trait 
of piety and filial tenderness. At the period of his 
defeat he had ati aged and infirm mother living, and 
her he determined to take with him let the conse- 
quences be what they might. With his accustomed 
foresight he had previously made a kind of cage or 
box, in case there should be a necessity for removing 
her. His father's scull having been disinterred ana 
secured, he implored his mother to take immediate 
advantage of this cage as the only means of escaping 
with life. She willingly acceded to her son's request 
and was borne off on the shoulders of four slaves to 
a village not far distant from Lagos, accompanied by 
Adooley with his fugitive train, where they imagined 
themselves secure from further molestation. In 
this tipinion, however, they were deceived ; for the 
more fortunate chief, suspicious of his brother's in* 
temtions, and dreading his influence, would not suffer 
bim long to remain in peace, butdrove him out sooli 
after* and hunted hini from place to place like a wild 
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beast In this manner, retreating from hi« brother^ 
h^ at last reached the flourishing town of Baddgry, 
and being quite wearied with his exertions and 
fatigues, and disheartened by his misfortunes, he set 
down his beloved mother on the grass, and began to 
weep by her side. The principal people of the town 
were well acquainted with, his circumstances, and, 
admiring the nobleness of his sentiments, they not 
only pitied him* but resolved to protect and ben-iend 
iiira to the last^ 

P'or this purpose they presently invited him to 
attend a council which they had hastily formed. 
When in the midst of them, perceiving tears falling 
fast down his cheeks, they asked him why he wept 
so 1 " Foolish boy," said they, " wipe away those 
teaijs, for they are unworthy of you, and show your- 
self a man and a prince. From this moment we 
adopt you our chief; you shall lead us on to war, 
and we will , fight against your brother, and either 
prevail over him or perish. Here your mother may 
dwell in safety, and here your father's scull shall be 
reverenced as it ought to be. Come, then, lay aside 
your fears, and lead us on against your enemies.'* 
These were in the bush, and, hovering near Badagry. 
when Adoo^ey and his generous friends sallied out 
against them* The fighting, or rather skirmishing, 
lasted many days ; And many people, it is said, were 
slain on both sides. But .the advantage waj» de- 
cidedly in favour of the Baddgrians, whose superior 
knowledge of the district and the secret paths of 
the wood was of considerable service to them, ena- 
bling them to lie in ambush and attack their enemies 
by surprise. The Lagos 'people at length gave up 
the unequal contest in despair, and returned to their 
own country, ^dooley was thus left in quiet pos- 
session of an important and induential town, which 
d.eclared itself independent of Lagos for evert Since 
tilien, various unsuccessful attempts have been made 
to compel the Badagrians to return to their alle- 
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gfiance. The latter, however, have bravely defended 
their rights, and in consequence their independence 
has been acknowledged by the neighbouring tribes. 

In the year 1829 the warlike chief of Lagos died; 
and Adooley, conceiving it to be a favourable oppor- 
tunity for the reassertion of his claims to the vacant 
** stool,** as it is called, determined to do so, and 
assembled his faithful Bad^ians for the purpose 
of makipg an attack on. his native tOwn. He ima- 
gined that, as his brother was dead, he should expe* 
rience httle opposition from his countrymen ; but he 
soon discovered that he had formed an erroneous 
opinion, for almost at his very outset he met with a 
stout resistance. His brother had left an infant spnt 
and liim the people declared to be the legitimate 
heir, and unanimously resolved to support. 

The sanguine invaders were repulsed and entirely 
defeated, notwithstanding their tried bravery and. 
utter contenipt of danger, and were forced to return 
home in confusion, without having accomplished 
any thing. In this unfortunate expedition Bom* 
banee and all the principal warriors were slain* A 
similar attempt has since been made on Lagos more 
than once, ana with a similar result. On our arrival 
at Bad^igry, Adooley was but just recovering from 
the effects of these various mortifications and other 
disasters ; and, singular enough, he has had the art- 
fulness, as we have before said, of laying the whole 
blame of them to his having permitted the last Afri- 
can missioil to pass through his territories, contrary 
to the wishes of his neighbours, and those who were 
interested in the matter. 

Justice is not unfrequently administered at Ba«> 
diigry by means of a large wooden cap, having three 
comers, which is placed on the head of a culprit at 
the period of his examination. This fantastic work 
of mechanism, no doubt by the structure of internal 
springs, may be made to move and shake without 
ony visible $gent>«'-on the same principle a3 the en* 
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chanted Tnrk, or any other figure in our puppet- 
shows. It is believed the native priests alone are 
in the secret. When this cap is observed to shake 
while on the head of a suspected pnerson, he is 
condemned, without further evidence being required ; 
but should it remain without any perceptible motion, 
Jus innocence is apparent, and he is forthwith ac- 
quitted. The fame of this wonderful cap makes a 
great fuss in the town, and as many marvellous 
stories are told of it here as were related in England 
a century or two ago of the faqious brazen head pf 
Roger Bacon. 

A respec^table man, the chief of French Town, 
was tried by the ordeal of the cap a short time since, 
for having, it was alleged, accepted a bribe of the 
Lagos chieftain to destroy Adooley by poison. The 
fatal cap was no sooner put on his head than it was 
observed to move slightly, and then to become more 
violently s^tated. The criminal felt its motion, and 
'was terrified to such a degree that he fell down in a 
swoon. On awaking, he confessed liis guilt, and 
implored forgiveness, Which was granted him by 
Adooley, because, it was said, of his sorrow and 
contrition, but really, no doubt, of his birth and 
connexions. 

During our stay at Bad^igry, thie thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged between 86 and 94 in our 
hut, being oftener stationary nearer the latter than 
the former. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Departure from Bad&irry— Paas tbroogh Wow— 9agb>— BABbt—SMtdr 
— Bidjie— L&atoo— L&rro'to Jenoa. 

Tuesday, March Z\sU — Wb bade adieu to the Chief 
of Baddgry in good time this morning, and during 
the day packed up all our things ready for our de- 
parture. We repaired to the banks of the rfver at 
sunset, expecting to find a canoe which Adooley 
had promised should be sent there for our use ; but 
having waited above two hours, and finding it did 
not arrive. We placed the goods in two smaller 
canoes, which were lying on the beach. These 
soon proved to be leaiy, and as no other resource 
was at hand, we were fain to wait as patiently a& 
we could for the canoe promised us. Every thing 
betrayed the lukewarniness and indifference of the 
chief who had received so mitch from us, and who 
expected so much more; but we had, answered his 
purpose, and now h^ took no further notice of us. 
In two more hours Hooper made liis appearance 
in Adooley's war-canoe, which he ba<^ prevailed on 
him to lend us. This was placed directly between 
the two others, and their contents speedily transferred 
into it. It was between ten and eleven o'clock at 
night when we were fairly launched out into the body 
of the river. The canoe was above forty feet in 
length ; it was propelled through the water by poles 
instead of paddles^ and moved slowly and silently 
along. It was a clear arid lovely night ; the moon 
shone glorious " as a silvershield ;" and, reflecting the 
starry firmament on the unruffled surface of the 
water, the real concave of heaven, with its reflec- 
tioQy seemed to form a perfect world. The scenery 
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on the borders of the river appeared vtM and 
striking, though not magiiiiicent. In the delicious 
moonshine it was far from' uninteresting. The 
banks were low, and partially covered with stunted 
trees ; but a slave-factory and ^ fetish hut were the 
only buildings we observed on them. We could not 
help admiring at some distance ahead of our canoe^ 
when the windings of the river would permit, a 
noble and solitary palm-tree, with its lofty branches 
bending over the water's edge ; to us it was not 
unlike a majestical plume of ^athers^ nodding over 
the head of a beautiful lady. 

Proceeding about ten miles' in a westerly direc* 
tion, we suddenly turned up a branch joining the 
river from the northward, passing on our left the 
village of Bawie, at which Captain Clapperton 
landed. We saw several small islands^ covered 
with rank grass, interspersed in different parts of the 
river. They are inhabited by myriads of frogs^ 
whose noise is more hoarse and stunning than ever 
proceeded from any rookery in Christendom. As 
we went up the river, bur canoe-men spoke to their 
priests, who were invisible to us,. in a, most sepul* 
chral tone of voice, and were answered in the same 
unearthly and doleful mamier. These sounds 
formed our night^s serenade. Notwithstanding, the 
novelty of our situation and the interest we took in 
the objects which surrounded usy I was overcome 
by fatigue, and wrapping a flannel dress round my 
person, fell fast asleep. 

Thursday, April IsL-^The hard and uncomfort- 
tible couch whereon we had reposed last night made 
our bodies quite sore ; stnd occasioned us to awake 
at a very early hour this morning. At six A. M. we 
found ourselves still on the riter, and our eanoe glid- 
ing almost imperceptibly along. From half a mile 
in width, and in many places much more, the river 
had harrowed to about twenty paces ; marine plants 
nearly covered its surface, and launAk ttiasmSf jbiid^ 
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with other rapours of the most deleterious qii^ity, 
ascended from its borders like a thick cloud. Its 
smell was peculiarly offensive. An hour afterward 
we arrived at the extremity of the river, into which 
flowed a stream of clear water. • Here pur canoe 
was dragged over a morass into a deep but narrow 
rivulet, so narrow indeed that it was barely possible 
for oUr canoe to float, without being entangled in the 
branches of abundance of trees, which were shoot- 
ing up out of the water. Shortly afterward we 
found it to widen a little ; the marine plants and 
shrubs disappeared altogether; and the boughs of 
beautiful trees which hung over the banks overshad- 
owed us in their stead, forming an arch-like canopy, 
impervious to the sun's rays. The river and this 
lesser stream abound with alligators and hippopota- 
mi ; and wild ducks, and a variety of other aquatic 
birds, resort to them in considerable quantities'. 
Monkeys and parrots inhabit the branches of the 
trees, and make an abommable chattering and noise 
between them all the day long. We landed about 
half-past eight in the morning, in the sight of a great 
multitude, that had assembled to gaze at us. 

Passing through a place where a large fair er 
market is held, and where many thousands of peo- 
ple had congregated for the purppses of trade. We 
entered an extensive and romantic town called Wow^ 
which is situated in a valley. The major part of 
the inhabitants had never before had an opportunity 
of seeing white men, so that their curiosity, as may 
be supposed, was excessive. Two of the principal 
persons came out, to meet us, prcfceded by men 
bearing large silk umbrellas, and another playing a 
horn, which produced such terrible sounds, that we 
gladly took refuse, as soon as we could, in the 
chief's house. The apartment into which we were 
introduced is furnished with a roof precisely like 
the roof of a common English bami inverted. In 
the middle of it, which reached to within a few 

Vol. I.— H 
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inches of the. floor, a^ large square hole had been 
made, to ^mit air and water to a shrub that was 
growing directly under it. The most remarkable, 
if not the only, ornament in the room was a quan^ 
tity of )iuman jaw-bones, hung up on the side of 
the wall like a string of onions. After a formal and 
most ceremonious mtroduction, we were liberally 
regaled with water from a calabash, which is a com- 
pliment the natives pay to all strangers, and then 
shown into a very small apartment. Here my 
brother endeavoured to procure a Uttle i^leep, bavins' 
remained awake last night ; but we were so annoyed 
by perpetual interruptions and intrusions, the firing 
of musket3, the garrulity of women, the unceasing 
squadl of children, the drunken petitions of men 
and boys ; and a laugh (but it is quite out of my 
power to describe it^-one that approximates more 
to the nature of a horse-laugh than any thing I 
know) — that it was found impossible to close one's 
eyes. 

The market of this plage is supplied abundantly 
with Indian corn, palm oil, &c. ; together with trana^f 
and other articles brought hither from the borders of 
the desert of Zaarha, through the medium of the 
wandering Arabs. By the regulations of the fetish, 
neither a white man nor a horse is permitted to sleep 
at Wow during the night season. We know not 
what is become of the horses ; they were to have 
preceded us to this place by land, but are not yet 
arrived. With respect to ourselves, we shall be 
obliged to walk to a neighbouring village, and spend 
the night there. Our course to this town, through 
this creek, was N. by £., and Bad&gry is distant from 
it about thirty miles, by the route we have come. 

A violent thunder-storm, which is called a tornado 
on the coast, visited us this afternoon, and confined 
us to the '' worst hut's worst room,*' till it had sub- 

^Aregetable alkali. 
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sided, and the weather became finer. At ftree P. M 
we sallied forth, and were presently saluted by hoot- 
ings, groans, and hallooings, from a mtiltitude of 
people of all ages — from a child to its grandmother, 
and they followed close at our heels as we went 
along, filling the air with their laughter and raillery. 
A merry-andrew at a country town in England, 
during the Whitsun holydays, never excited so great 
a st^r as did our departure firom Wow this afternoon. 
But it is ** fooPs day,** and some allowance ought to 
be made for that, no doubt. We bad not proceeded 
more than <a dozen paces from 13ie outskirts of thie 
town, when we were visited by a pelting shower, 
which wetted us to the skin in a moment. A gutter or 
hollow, misnamed a pathway, was soon overflowed ; 
and we. had to wade in it up to our knees in water, 
and through a most melanch(^y-looking forest, 
before we entered a village. It is called <SS^^, and 
is about eight miles from Wow. We were dripping 
wet on our arrival, and the weather still continu- 
ing unpleasant, it was some time before any one 
made his appearance to. invite us into a hut. At 
length the chief came out to welcome ns to his 
village, and immediately introduced us into a long 
narrow apartment, wherein we are to take up our 
quarters for the night. It. is built of clay, and is 
furnished with two apertures ^o admit light and air 
into the room. One end of it was occupied with a 
niunber of noi^y goats, while we took possession of 
the other. Paskoe and his wife are lyinfl; on mats 
at our feet; and a Toby Philpot, with £is ruddy 
cheek and jug of ale, belonging to the chief, separates 
them from the goats. The remainder of pur people 
have nowhere to sleep. The walls of pur apart- 
ment are ornamented with strings of dry, rattling 
human bones, written charms, or fetishes, sheep- 
skins, and bow)3 and arrows. We did not repose 
near so comfortably as could have been desired. 
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owing to the swarms of' mosquitoes and black antSf 
which treated uS very despitefully till morning. 

FHday, April 2d. — Between six and seven o'clock 
A. M., we continued our route through woods, and 
large open patches of ground, and at about eleven in 
the forenoon^ arrived at the borders of a deep glen, 
more wild, romantic, and picturesque than can be 
conceived. It is enclosed and overhung on alL sides 
by trees of amazing height and dimensions, which 
hide it in deep shadow. Fancy mijf^ht picture a spot 
so silent and solemn as this as the abode of genii and 
fairies ; every thing conducing to render it grand, 
melancholy, and venerable ; aiid the glen only wants 
an old dilapidated castle, a rock with a cave in it, or 
something of the kind, to render it the most inter- ^ 
esting place in the universe. There was one beau- 
tiful sight, however, which we would not omit men- 
tioning for the world ;-7-it was that of an incredible 
number of butterflies, fluttering about us like a 
swarm of bees ; they had chosen this, no doubt, as a 
place of refuge against the fury of the elements. 
They were variegated by the most brilliant tints and 
colourings imaginable — the wings of some were of a 
shining green, edged and sprinkled with gold ; othehi 
were of sky-blue and silver; others of purple and 
gold delightfully blending into each other ; and the 
wings of some were like dark silk velvet, thmmed 
and braided with lace. 

Tq revert from insects to men: our followers 
formed a group at once savage and imposing. As 
they winded down the paths of the glen, with their 
grotesque clothing and arms, buntSes, and fierce 
black countenances, they might be mistaken for a 
strange band of itifllans of the most fearful charac- 
ter. Besides our own, we had hired twenty men of 
Adooley to carry the luggi^e, as there are no beasts 
of burdien in the country.* Being all assembled at 

* Burdens of all kinds are invariably carried on the head by the peo- 
ple of Yariba, and the natiyes of Tarioua other countties in Aflrica. 
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the bottom of the g:len, we found that a long and 
dangerous bog or swamp, filled with putrid water 
and the decaying remains of vegetable substances, 
intersected our path, and must necessarily be crossed. 
Boughs of trees had been thrown into the swamp by 
some good-natured people to assist travellers in the 
attempt, so that our men, furnishing themselves with 
long poles, which they used as waOiing-sticks, with 
much difficulty and exertion succeeded in getting 
over, and fewer accidents occurred to them than 
could have been supposed possible from the nature 
of the slough. For my own part, I was taken on 
the back of a large and powerAil man, of amaz- 
ing strength. His brawny shoulders supported me 
without any apparent fatigue on his part; and he 
carried me through bog and water, and over branches 
of trees no bigger than a man's leg, rendered eli|>- 
pery Hvith mud, in safety to the opposite side. Al- 
though he walked as fast and with as much ease as 
his companions, he did not lay me down for twenty 
minutes, the swamp being, as nearly as we could 
guess, a full quarter of a mile in length. We then 
walked to a small village called Bdsha ; whence with- 
out stopping we continued our journey, and about 
four in the afternoon passed through another village, 
somewhat larger than the former, which is called 
Soatd. Here we found ourselyes so much exhausted 
with over-fati^fue and vrant of food, that we were 
compelled to sit down and rest awhile, and here — 

" Naked yoaths and painted chiefki admire 
Out speech, oar colour, and oar atrange attire." 

Bnt they are a very uncourteous and clownish racev 
and teased ifs so much with their rudeness and beg- 
ging propensities, that we were glad to be rid of them 
by setting out again. Haying passed two other 
swamps in the same manner as we had dotie before, 
we were completely tired, and could go no farther; 
for we had been wa&ing aU day. in an intricate, 

H9 
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miserable path, soioetimes exposed to the suiif and 
sometimes threading our way through a tangled 
wood. It i^ now six o'clock in the evening — our 
people are gone to the next town to fetch the horses, 
which Adooley promised should meet us yesterday ; 
and my brother and I are resting by ourselves under 
a grove of trees, which is in the neighbourhood of a 
body of st^nant water, wherein women are bathing 
and casting sidelong glances at us* It is a low, 
marshy, and unwholesome spot, and it is extremely 
probable that we shall be obliged to sleep here on 
thf grass all night; but what can we do? The 
village, it is true, is not many miles ahead, but then 
we are unable to walk. 

Saturday^ April 3<i.— We had made fires of dried 
wood and fallen leaves last evening, and had pre- 
pared, to repose for the night under a canopy of trees, 
and were in fact actually stretched at full length on 
the turf for that purpose, when we were agreeably 
surprised by the arrival of four of our men from the 
village with hammocks ; for though sleeping in the 
open air, with " heaven for one's canopy," in a dark 
wood, aiid all that, may be very pretty in description, 
yet in reality nothing can be more disagreeable, for 
the crawling of ants, black worms, &c. over oile's 
face disperses the most enchanting revery. These 
hammocks were highly acceptable, and we were 
lifted into them with very grateful feelings. It is 
pleasant, too, after a long day's journey on foot, 
to be carried along so easily on one's back, to see 
parrots and other solemn birds perched on the 
branches of very tall trees, while the trees them- 
selves seem capering away from one moHt surpris- 
ingly ; as well as to gaze on the cheerful moon, and 
a£nire all the host of heaven. * 

After a charming journey of eight or ten miles, 
we entered the large and populous town of Biil^$* 

* Eon ths tntT^lcn firat eroai ClMfpafaofu ranit. 
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wherein Captain Pearce and Br. Morrison fell sick 
on the last expedition. About a quarter of a mi^e 
fro;ifi the town we were met hy a fellow with a cow's 
horn, who, chiming in with a trumpeter that had 
accompanied us from Wow, produced a harmony 
surpassing all that h;cLd p/eceded it. Two men 
followed' the Bidjie musician with umbrellas of 
variegated silk, and, thus honoured and escorted, we 
wer^ set down, amid a crowd of people, in the centre 
of the town. As usual, the natives testified the wild 
deUght they felt at our visit by clapping of hands and 
4oud bursts of laughter. Presently, at the noise of 
three or four drums, which was a signal that the 
-chief was prepared to receive us, the multitude 
quitted us simidtaneously, and rushed to the spot 
where he was sitting, and to which we also were 
desired to proceed. The chief shook hands with us 
in great good-humour, and we remarked with plea- 
sure, or fancied we could, that not only his laugh, 
but that of his people, was a more social and civU- 
ized kind of sound than what of late we had been 
accustomed to hear. Nevertheless when I shook 
hands with the chiers son, which act is not very 
diverting in itself, the bystanders set up so general 
a roar of laughter, that the town rang with the noise; 
and when I ventured further to place my hand on his 
head, they were yet more amazingly tickledi and 
actually 

** Shiiek'd I&e mandrakes tarn ont of the earth.* 

As soon as the ceremony of introduction was over, 
and the admiration of the people was confined within 
rational bounds, we wished the chief a pleasant 
night's rest, and were conducted into a comfortable, 
airy hut, which had a verandah in front. Shortly 
afterward he sent us a goat for supper. 

We were in momentary expectation of hearing 
^me account of our horses from B^d&gty the whole 
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cf the morning and afternoon, and havB indeed waited 
here at Bidjie to-day for that purpose, and in order 
that the men with the luggage may have time lo 
overtake us, for they have been hindered by the 
swamps and quagmires which we ourselves found so 
much difficulty in crossing. But just about sunset 
two fellows arrived from Bad^gry with the ^mortify- 
ing intelligence that our horses would not remain oil 
the water in canoes, but having upset one of them 
and kicked out the bottom of another, had swam on 
shore and been led back to Baddgry. We are per- 
suaded that this story has been made up for the oc- 
casion, and thus by the bad faith of Adooley are we 
deprived of our horses ; we have put ourselves in a 
fever by walking a journey of two days in one, and 
are likely to wa& the remainder of the way to Jenna, 
m the glare and heat of the sun, for we have no um- 
brellas to screen ourselves from his rays. My bro- 
ther paid eighty dollars for one of the animals, but 
Adooley has forgotten to return the coin, and has 
likewise kept for his own use a couple of saddles 
which we purchased at AccrA. 

Late in the evening our expected carriers arrived 
with the luggage, some of which has been wetted 
and damaged in the marshes, "^e are informed that 
horses will be sent us from Jenna to-morrow*' My 
brother has been amusing himself the greater part <m 
this afternoon in 'teaching the simple-hearted chief 
to play on a child's penny Jew's-harp, many of which 
we have brought with us as presents ; but his profi- 
ciency, owing to a wonderfully Capacious mouth and 
teeth of es^traordinary size, has not been near so flat- 
tering as could have been wished. His people, how- 
ever, who had assembled in great numbers, were of 
a different opinioli, and when they heard their chief 
draw the first sound from the little instrument, 

"S|iout9 of applause ran rattling to the skies." 

TunipikeB are as common from Bad^igry to this 
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glace as on any public road in England. Instead of 
orses, carriages, &c. people carrying burdens alone 
are taxed; but as we are under protection of the 
government, no duty has been exacted for any of our 
things. 

Sunday, April 4th.^^W,e arose at sunrise this morn- 
ing to make arrangements for leaving this place, 
which is no easy task ; and sent to signify our inten- 
tion to the chief sliortly after. He expressed a de- 
sire to see us as soon as we could conveniently come, 
and accordingly after breakfast We repaired to his 
habitation, which is adjoining ours. Led through a 
number of yards and huts, inhabited only by goats 
and sheep, which were tethered to posts, and a quan- 
tity of tame pigeons, we perceived the object of our 
visit squatting on a leopard's skin under a decent- 
looking verandah. Jle was surrounded by his drum- 
mers and other distinguished persons, who made 
room for us when we drew near. But the chief arose 
as soon as he saw us, and beckoning to us to follow 
him, we were ushered through a labyrinth of low 
huts, and still lower doors, till at last we entered the 
innermost apartment of the whole suite, and here 
we were requested to sit down and drink rum. The 
doors we had seen were carved with figures of men, 
which exactly resembled certain rude attempts at 
portraying the human body which may still be 
observed in several old churches and chapels in the 
west of England. The chief informed us that we were 
at liberty to quit Fidjie as soon as the heat of the sun 
should nave somewhat abated, but previous to our 
departure he promised to return our visit. On 
leaving the place he followed us, thou^ '^•ithoutow 
knowledge ; but finding that we walked faster than 
he, and that he could not keep pabe with us (for he 
is a bulky man), he hastily despatched a messenger 
to inform us that kuigs always walk with a slow and 
pleasured step, and that our strides being long and 
vulgar, he would thank us to lessen our speed, and 
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stop awhile to enable him to come tip with us, which 
of course we agreed to with great good- will. A few 
minutes after this he reached our nouse, dressed in 
a tobe of green silk damask, very rich and showy, 
and a scull-cap made of purple and crimson velvet. 
With the exception of strings of white beads, which 
encircled his arms, he used no personal ornaments* 
He remained chatting with us a long time. 

Many of the women of Bidjie have the flesh on 
their foreheads risen in the shape of marbdes, and 
their cheeks similarly cut up and deformed. The 
lobes of their ears are likewise pierced, and the 
holes made surprisingly large, for the- insertion of 
pieces of ivory and wood into them, which is a pre- 
vailing fashion with all ranks. We read the church 
service this morning, agreeably to our general cus- 
tom. The natives, of whose society we have never 
been able to hd ourselves, seemed to attach great 
awe and reverence to our form of worship, for we 
had made them understand what we were going 
about, which induced them to pay a high degree of 
silent attention to the ceremony, and set at rest, for 
the time, that peculiar continuous laugh by which 
they are distinguished from their neighbours. In 
the afternoon, or, as the natives express it, *' when 
the sun had lost his strength," vfe departed from the 
town of fiidjie, accompanied by its good-natured, 
happy governor, and reached the banks of a rivulet 
called Yow in a very few minutes. Butterflies were 
here more numerous than can be imagined ; millions 
of them fluttered round us, and Kterally hid from our 
sight everything but their own variegated and beau- 
tiful wings. 

Here, on the banks of the Yow we took a last 
farewell of the aflectionate old chief, who implored 
the " Great God*^ to bless us ; and as the canoes in 
which we had embarked moved from the spot, a loud 
long laugh, with clapping of hands from the lower 
classes, evinced the satisfaction they felt at having 
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seen us, and their hearty wishes for our welfare. 
The Yow is an extremely narrow rivulet, not more 
than a few feet in breadth; and flows in a serpentine 
direction through a flat country, covered with 
rushes and tall rank grass. Crocodiles are said to 
resort liere in great numbers ; the low bark or growl 
of these rapacious animals w^e heard distinctly, and 
almost close to us. After we had been pushed along 
against the stream by poles for five or six miles, 
between four and five o'clock in the afternoon we 
landed at a narrow creek; which ran a little way into 
a thick and gloomy forest. We had not proceeded 
more than two hundred yards on the pathway, when 
we were me,t by a messenger from Jenna, who i^ 
formed us that the owners of all the horses in 
the town had rode out to welcome their chief, and 
escort him to his residence, so that we should be 
obliged to walk the remainder of the way. A few 
minutes onlv had elapsed, however, from this time, 
before we descried a horse approaching us in the 
path. This was a goodly sight to us, who were 
already becoming wearied and sore with tJie exer- 
tions we had madCv during the day, for we did not 
reflect a moment that the animal might not, after all, 
be for our use. However, we soon met, and the 
rider immediately declared that Jie had left Jen^a 
purposely on our account. The horse's' head was 
loaded with charms and fetishes, enveloped in pieces 
of red and blue cloth. His saddle was of Hdussa 
manufacture, and uncommonly neat ; m the interior 
such an article is used only by the principal people ; 
and his bridle also was of jcurious workmanship. 
The horseman had an extravagant idea of his own 
consequence, and seemed a prodigious boaster. He 
wore abundance of clothing^ most of which was 
superfluous, but it made him excessively vain. He 
inK)rmed us that he had been despatched by the king 
of Jenna to meet us in the path, and to escort us to 
the capital ; but understanding that Adooley had sup- 
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plied us with horses, he did not concfeiv« 't necessary 
to send others. The messenger, however, dis- 
mounted and offered us his horse ; and my brother 
and self agreed to ride him in turns. We therefore 
immediately proceeded* and traversed a rich and 
varied country, abounding plentifully with wood and 
water. A fine red sand covered the pathway^ 
which we found to be in much better condition than 
any we had before sefen. Sometimes it wound 
through an open, level tract of fine grazing land j 
and then again it diverged through forests so thick 
and tieep that the light of the moon, which liad 
arisen, was unable to penetrate the gloom, and we 
wei^e frequently left in midnight darkness. It would 
require greater powers than we are in possession of 
to give an adequate description of the magnificence,^ 
solemnity, and desolate repose of the awful solitudes 
through which we passed this evening. They were 
enlightened, however, at times by the appearance of 
glowworms, wliich were so' luminous that one could 
almost see to read by their golden splendour ; and 
sometimes by the moonbeams, which trembled upon 
the leaves and branches of the trees. A fragrance 
also was exhaled from the forests more odoriferous 
than the perfume of primroses or violets; and one 
might almost fancy, when threading his way through 
scenery which perhaps cannot be surpassed for 
beauty in any part of the world, that he was ap^ 
proaching those eternal shades where in ancient 
time the souls of good men were supposed to wan- 
der. The woods rang with the song of insects and 
night-bird^, which saluted us with little intermission 
till about ten o'clock at night, when we entered 
LaatoOf a large and pleasant town. Here we werp 
informed that no house would be offered us, tin. 
fetish-priest having declared that the moment a 
white man should enter the dwellings of the inhabit- 
ants, they would be seized by their enemies and 
eiislaved. We arrived thirsty and exhausted, but 
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for a long time could not procure even a drop of 
water. Our tent had been left on the road fox want of 
carriers, and we had made up our minds to rest under 
a tree, when about two hours afterward it was fortu- 
nately brought into the town. We fixed it immedi- 
ately, and having succeeded in procuring wood from 
the unkind inhabitants, we kinaled a fire in front of 
it, and our people laid themselves in groups outside, 
while we entered, and attempted vainly to sleep. 

Monday^ April 6th, — ^Before sunrise this morning 
we were all on the alert, and struck the tent at a 
very early hour. We then sent the carriers onward 
with the luggage, and hastily left the town after them, 
without bidding adieu either to the chief or any of 
his people, on account of their inhospitalitjr ; and in 
an hour's time reached the extensive and important 
town of Larro, On dismounting, we were first led 
to a large, cleanly-swept square, wherein is pre- 
served the fetish of the place, which is the model of 
a canoe, having three wooden figures with paddles in 
it. After waiting in the shade for an hour, sur- 
rounded by an immense multitude of people of all 
ages, the chiefs approach was announced by a gen- 
eral rush from our quarters to the other end of the 
square, where he was walking. We went towards 
him, in order to pay him the accustomed salutation 
of shaking of hands, &c. ; but one of his followers, 
fancying that I kept his master's hand clasped in 
mine longer than the occasion might warrant, looked 
fiercely in my face, and snatched away my hand 
eagerly and roughly, without, however, uttering a 
word. I could have pulled the fellow's ears with 
the greatest good-will in the world, had not the fear 
of secret revenge deterred me. As it was, I smo- 
thered my rising clioler, and With my brother quietly 
followed the chief to his principal hiit, under whose 
veranda we were served with goora-nuts in a huge 
pewter platter. Presently the chief squatted him- 
self down on a handsome rush mat of native manii" 

Vol. I.— I 



98 STAT AT LARRQ. 

facture, and we were desired to sit by him on an 
elegant Turkey carpet, which had been laid there for 
the purpose. He was rather fancifully dressed ; and 
wore two tobes, that nearest the skin being of black 
silk velvet, and the other of crimson velvet hned 
with sarsenet. His boots were of yellow leather, 
neatly worked; and his wrists were loaded with 
bracelets of silver and copper. The chief *8 counte- 
nance betrayed much seriousness and sohdity ; and 
the diverting laugh of his countrymen was super- 
seded by a sober cheerfulness. Many of his wives 
sat behind him in lines — some of whom were of a 
bright copper colour; indeed, great numbers of the 
inhabitants of Larro have fairer complexions than 
mulattoes. The yard of the hut was crammed full 
of curious %nd inquisitive people, who stood with 
open mouin during the whole of the audience. The 
chief wished to impress strongly on our minds his 
own dignity and power ; he said he was greater than 
the Governor of Jemia» inasmiich as the latter was 
a slave to the King of Katunga, but himself was a 
freeman. He would give us permission to depart 
to-morrow, he continued; and in the mean time 
would supply us with provisions. The chief was as 
good as his word, for shortly after we had quitted 
the hut, we received a goat and some yams ; and he 
returned our visit in the cool of the evening. It 
appears that it is not his general practice to drink 
spirituous^ liquors in presence of his people, or it 
may be against the law to do so ; for having care- 
fully excluded all prying eyes from our. dwelling, 
and ordered a mat to be hung over the doorway, he 
even then turned his face to the wall, whenever lie 
attempted to swallow the brandy we offered him. 
He remained with us rather better than an hour. 
We have forgotten to mention, that on our present- 
ation to the chief in the morning, a chapter from 
the Koran was repeated to him by a Mohammedan 
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priest, to which both he and his people 6<%emed to 
pay great respect and attention. 

Public schools ate estabhshed here for the avowed 
purpose of teaching the rising generation the rudi- 
ments of the Mohammedan religion. 

A singular custom prevails in the town, of com- 
pelling children at the breast to swallow a quantity 
of cold water frpm a calabash. An infant was 
nearly dioked this afternoon by the injection of 
more than a pint of water down its throat. Whether 
mothers follow this ciistom for the purpose of 
curing children of any imaginary complaints, or, as 
is more probable, in the hope of rendering them 
less eager for their natural food, we have not ascer- 
tained. 

The inhabitants possess horses, asses, and mul^s, 
though not in ^ny considerable numbers ; they have, 
however, great abundance of sheep and goats, which 
are bred in the town ; and their yards and huts are 
the common place of resort for these animals-^ 
indeed they maybe said to grow up and live' with 
the children of their owners. We have been amus- 
ing ourselves during the greater part of to-day in 
looking at the playful gambols of some very hand- 
some goats, which had strayed into our abode ; but 
the sheep are not near so tame or frolicsome, repelling 
all our advances towards a more familiar acquaintance 
by timidity and iil-nature. Shrimps and jfish, which 
are caught in the streams in the vicinity of the 
town, are daily eacposed for sale; and the inhabit- 
ants appear to be in possession of a greater share of 
the necessaries and comforts of life than their neigh- 
bours of the seacoast. 

We have observed the country to be sensibly 
rising to-day; and agriculture appears to be con- 
ducted on a regiilar system, which is an evident 
proof of the active and industrious habits of the 
people. The gloomy fastnesses and wildnesses of 
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nature, saeh as we passed on ^he first day or two- 
of our Journey from Badigry, are less common as we 
advance ; and open glades, with plantations of ba- 
nanas, and fields of yams and Indian corn, all neatly 
fenced, met our view from the path yesterday and 
t4\i8 morning. The inhabitants of Larro also exhibit 
greater cleanliness of person and tidiness of apparel 
than the tribes nearer the sea; and importunate 
beggars have disappeared entirely. 

My brother and I begin already to feel the relaxing 
influence of the climate, but by the blessing of 
Heaven we hope that our progress through the coun* 
try may not yet be impeded by sickness. 

Tuesday, Avril 6th. — ^The Chief of Larro requested 
my brother tnis morning to repair a sword of hi3 
which was broken; but me latter having expressed 
his ignorance of the art of cutlery, we were per« 
mitted to take our leave. 

The sikn had scarcely risen above the horizon, 
and the mists of the morning yet hung upon the 
hills, when we quitted the town of Larro, and pur- 
sued our journey on horseback. Three horsemen 
from Jenna followed us on the path, and we were 
enlivened by the wild jingling of their animals' bells, 
till we got within a mile o? that town, where we 
alighted at a kind of turnpike, and fired a salute of 
two muskets. Here we were met by a parcel of 
fellows with horns, who blew on them with the ac- 
customed energy of the natives : these men preceded 
us over a bridge, which is thrown across a moat that 
surrounds Jenna, into the centre of tlie town, where 
we again alighted, and awaited the chief's pleasure 
in an open shed. We had not been seated many 
seconds before an immense crowd of people pressed 
in upon ns on every side, subjecting us to the accus- 
tomed inconveniences of want of air, strong, un- 
wholesome smells, and a confused hubbub that defies 
description. Never were people more eager to be- 
hold us. Tlie little ones formed themselves into a 
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rin^ close to the shed, then followed- those of ma- 
tnrer age, after them came a still older class, and the 
last circle consisted of people as tall as steeples, 
most of whom held infants in their arms. Alto* 
gether was formed a large amphitheatre of black 
woolly heads and teeth set in jetty faces ; and 
although we felt rather annoyed at their innocent 
curiosity, and were obliged to wait a considerable, 
time for the new chief, we could not help being highly 
diverted with the spectacle around us. At length, to 
our great relief and joy, news was brought that he 
was ready to receive^us. Such is the etiquette here, 
that the longer a strangeir is compelled to wait to be 
introduced, the greater" is the honour done him, and 
the higher is the rank of that person supposed to be, 
who exacts this unpleasant delay. We discovered the 
chief, or rather governor, sitting on a piece of leather, 
under a large verandah, at one end of a commodictis 
square yard. He was clad in the prevailing finery 
of crimson velvet tobe and cap, both edged withjgold- 
lace. At his right-hand sat his -wives and women, 
and we were desired to place ourselves on his left. 
The women sang the praises of their master iu a 
loud unpleasant voice, in which th6y were assisted 
by the music (equally unharmonious) of drums, fifes, 
cliarionets, and horns. On our wishing the chief all 
the happiness in the world, those that had flocked 
into the yard after us, and every one near him, pros- 
trated themselves on the ground and clapped their 
hands. Goora-nuts were presented us in water, and 
a profusion of compliments passed on both sides ; 
but the dignity of the newly-made governor seemed 
to sit rather awkwardly upon him, for he was shy 
and bashful as a maiden, and really appeared agitated 
and afraid of his white-faced visitants'. Strange as 
it may sefera, the patience of the most patient people 
in the worlji was completely exhausted, as might be 
seen by their desertion of the premises before we 
quitted them, hotwithstanding the few words that had 
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passed between the chief and ourselves. . The cere- 
mony of introduction beings over, we bade adien to 
the chief, and having visited the gjrave of Dr. Morri- 
son in our way, repaired to a hut .which had been got 
ready for our reception. 

The. former governor of Jenna, who, it will be re- 
collected, treated the gentlemen composing the last 
mission so handsomely, died about fifteen months 
ago, and the King of Yarriba chose one of the mean- 
est of his slaves as his successor. This is an inva- 
riable rule with the sovereigns of that country of 
which Jenna is a province ; for they fear that its dis- 
tance from the capital being very great, a person of 
higher rank, if possessed of talents and spirit, could 
easily influence the natives to throw off the yoke, 
and declare themselves independent of Yarriba. 
The present governor is a Haussa man, and was 
raised to the dignity he now holds, in all probability, 
on account of his childish simplicity and artlessness ; 
for a person with a countenance more indicative of 
Innocence, and perhaps stupidity also, we never 
Recollect to have seen. The qualities of his heart, 
however, are said to be excellent, and his manners 
are mild and amiable. He had been twelve months 
in coming from Katunga to this place, being under 
the necessity of stopping at every town between 
Jenna and his capital to receive the applauses and 
congratulations oC the inhabitants, and to join in 
their festivities and amusements. He did not make 
his entry here till yesterday. 

Showers are becoming heavier and faU more fre- 
quently than they did; and the I'sdny season may 
fairly Se said to have commenced. The thermome- 
ter fell suddenly to-day from 94^ to 78**, and re- 
mamed stationary there for the whole of the after- 
noon. 

The chief sent us this evening a, goat, and yams, 
piilk, and honey. 

Wednesday^ Apnf 7ih. — ^We carried a present tc 
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the governor this morning, which he received with 
every mark of satisfaction and gratitude ; but he 
declared with sorrow that he should be obliged to 
send some of it to the King of Katun^, who would 
not let him wear red, cloth till lie had been a longer 
time established in his new situation. 

It is related in Captain Clapperton^s journal that 
one of old Pascoe's wives eloped from him in K?i- 
tunga while he was asleep, taking with her the 
trinkets Mrs. Belzoni had given him, and that she 
was never afterward heard of. This woman haa 
the effrontery to introduce. h(?rself into our house 
to-day with an infant, whereof she asserted" with 
warmth that Pascoe was the father, and that she 
was determined to leave it upon his hands. She 
had prevailed upon a number of Haussa females to 
accompany her, that they might endeavour to induce 
her quondam husband, who is a countryman of theirs, 
to receive the child, and make up the breach between 
them ; but the infant not being more than nine, or at 
most twelve months old, and three or four years hav- 
ing elapsed since the elopement took place, we were 
convinced, independently of the age and infirmities 
of Pascoe, that it could by no rule or law be his. 
Accordingly, notwithstanding the uproar occasioned 
by the women's tongues (which is no small matter 
in any part of the world), the mother with her spu- 
rious offspring, and the ladies that pame to^d and 
abet her imposition; were turned out of the yard 
without any ceremony, to the great relief of Pascoe 
and his present rib, who felt rather uncomfortable 
while the palaver was carrying on. 

The fetish ptiest of the towpi came dancing into 
om* hut this afternoon, looking exceedingly wild, 
and roaring as if possessed by an evil spirit. We 
paid little attention to the fellow's fooleries, who, 
not liking his reception, left the hut, after we had 
given him the accustomed fee of a few cowries. 
The man's person and dress, together with its whim* 
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sical ornaments, were admirably fitted to imppSe oh 
the credulity and superstition of the inhabitants, 
although many of the townspeople, influenced per- 
haps b^ the spreading doctrines of Mahometi spoke 
their minds pretty freely, calling him a scoundrel and 
a devil. There was something peculiar in the priest's 
countenance that we could not define. On his shoul- 
ders he bore a large club, carved, at one end with the 
figure of a man's head. A vast number of strings 
of cowries were suspended on this weapon, which 
were' intermixed witn bells, broken combs, small 
pieces of wood, with rude imitations of men's faces 
cut on them, large sea-shells, bits of iron and brass, 
nut-shells, &c. &c. Perhaps the number of cowries 
on his person did not fall far short of twenty thou- 
sand; and the weight of his various ornaments 
.almosft pressed him to the ground. After this fellow 
had left our apartment, three or four others came to 
torment us with drums, whistles, and horns, and be- 
gan and ended the evening's serenade to their own 
infinite delight and satisfaction. The native drum 
answers the purpose of a tambarine and bagpipe 
as well, and is of peculiar formation. Its top is 
encircled 'v^ith little brass bells, and is played upon 
with one hand, while the fingers of the t)ther are 
employed at the same time in tapping on its suiface. 
The instrument itself is held under the left arm, but 
instead of an outer wooden case, strings alone are 
used from end to end, which being pressed against 
the musician's side, sounds ^somewhat similar to' 
those of a Scotch bagpipe, but very inferior, are pro- 
duced. The drummers, with their companions of 
the horns and whistles, subsist entirely on the cha- 
rity of the public, who require their services on all 
occasions of general merriment and jollity. 

Tuesday, April 8M.— The two messengers that 
arrived at BadAgry while we were there, and stated 
that they had been employed for the purpose by the 
Governor of Jenna. were this morning discovered to 
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be iii^K)storfls and put in irons accordingljr. But as 
the poor fellows had really been of essential service 
to us, inasmuch as by their representations they 
prevailed upon Adooley to give us leave to proceed 
on our journey much sooner than we ourselves could 
have done, we thought proper to intercede in theii 
behalf, and although they were to have been s6ld as 
a punishment for their deception, they are now set 
at liberty. The person also that met us with a horse 
after crossing the river Yow, near Bidjie, proceeded 
thither on his own account, without the knowledge 
or consent of the governor ; but as he is a Falatsdi; 
and a respectable man, little has been said or done 
about thut matter. The only motive which could 
have influenced these three men in their projects of 
assisting us had been without doubt the expectation 
af receiving a trifling remuneration, and of this, not- 
withstanding an ipjmiction to the contrary from the 
governor, .we have not disappointed them. Their 
services were well-timed and very acceptable, and 
amply deserved a few needles and scissors. 

We were witnesses this morning to a specimen ojf 
native tumbling and dancing, with the usual accom 
paniments of vocal and instrumental music. By far 
the most diverting part of the entertainment was the 
dancing; but even this did not at all answer the ex- 
pectations we had formed of it. The performers 
were liberally supplied with country b^er, and like 
most amusements of the kind, they ended this with 
wrangling and intoxication. The Jellows that ac- 
companied us as guides from Baddgry, whp m their 
native place would sell their birthright for a glass 
of rum, have now ^washed themselves and thrown 
aside their rags, appearing at all public places in bor. 
rowed 'finery. They now never leave their habita- 
tions without Adooley's sword, which they have 
with them, and a host of followers. This fnoming 
they attended the celebration of the games, in showi 
apparel, with silk umbrellas held over their heads 
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and among other articles of dress* the principal of 
them wore an iriimense drab-colouted Quaker's hat, 
of the coarsest quality. They will scarcely deign to 
speak to a poor man. 

We learn with regret that all the horses of the 
late governor of Jenna were interred, according to 
custom, with the corpse of their master; and we 
begin ito be apprehensive that we shall be obliged to 
walk the whole of the way to Katunga, as the 
present ruler is not the owner of a aingle beast of 
burden. This piece of ill news was carefully with 
held from us till after the presents had all been duly 
delivered to the governor and his head-men ; but the 
latter alone are to blame in this instance. Matters 
being in this unpleasant state, we have sent a mes- 
senger to the chief of Larro, to inform him of the 
circumstance, and entreat him to redeem his promise 
of lending us a horse or a mule ; and another to 
A.dooley, requesting him to despatch immediatiely 
one of our horses at least from Baddgry, for that we 
had found it impossible to do without him. But 
whether the latter will accede to it or not remains- 
to be seen. We do not think that he will ; and yet 
we can hardly imagine he will* carry his chicanery so 
far, because he mtist fear that the variety, of orders 
we have given him to receive valuable presents from 
England will never be honoured by our countrymen 
if he refuses to fulfil his engagements to us. 

This evening a corpse was interred at a short dis- 
tance from our dwelling, and the friends of the de- 
ceased have been employed more than an hour in 
bewailing their loss. The low plaintive noise they 
make sounds dolefully in our hut, and it has a very 
sorrowful and depressing effect on our spirits. 

We have been pretty busily engaged during the 
whole of the afternoon in writing letters ^d des- 
patches for England. They will be forwarded by 
Adooley as sodn as possible to Cape Coast Castle 
The Baddgrian guides and carriers will return home 
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to-hiorrow to our very great relief, for they have 
been a constant trouble, and have harassed us from 
morning till night. 

Friday, April 9th, — Since the demise of the late 
governor, it is calculated that Jenna has lost more 
than five hundred of its population, chiefly by wars, 
intestine broils, &c,\ and for want of a ruler. It 
must not be imagined, however, that because the 
people of this country are almost perpetually en- 
gaged in conflicts with their neighbours, the slaugh- 
ter of human beings is therefore very great. They 
pursue war, as it is called, partly as an amusement, 
or to " keep their hands in it ;" and partly to benefit 
themselves by the capture of slaves. As we were 
sailing down the coast, w6 were told that thd natives 
of Cape La Hoo and Jack-a-Jack had been warring 
for three years previously, and were still at variance ; 
but, during that long period, only one single decrepit 
old woman, who found it no easy matter to run as fast 
as her countrymen, was left behind, and became the 
solitary victim of a hundred engagements. Much 
after the same fashion are the bloodless wars of 
Jenna. Success depenfiis much more on the cunning 
and address of the parties, than on any extraordinary 
display of intrepidity ; and living, not dead, subjects 
are sought after ; so that it is their interest to avoid 
hard blows, and enrich themselves by.the sale of their 
prisoners. Perhaps the extraordinary decrease in the 
population of Jenna has arisen from the desertion 
of slaves, who embrace the Opportunity, while their 
masters are from home engaged in predatory excur- 
sions, of running away; and thus the latter fre- 
quently become losers, instead of gainers, by their 
unnatural passion for stealing their fellow-creatures. 
The individuals captured are sent to the coast, and 
the chiefs of those unsettled and barbarous tribes 
that inhabit it are appointed agents to regalate the 
sale of them, for which they receive half the profits 

Late in the evening the young Falatah, mentioned 
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in yesterday^s journal, paid us a visit, and offered hfs 
horse for sale. He is a Mohammedan priest, and 
was accompanied by a countryman pf the same per- 
suasion; but neither of the holy men appeared in 
their dealing to understand the meaning of truth or 
justice. An agreement was made, and we paid 
thirty dollars. The merchant implored us not to tell 
his father, who was the real owner of the horse, that 
he had sold him for less money than he had re- 
ceived ; and in this request he was seconded by his 
more venerable friend ; because, he said, he wanted 
a small $ura for his private use, which he knew his 
parent would refuse him. The words were hardly 
outof their mouths before the' two Mussulmans puh- 
licly went through their ablutions in front of our 
house» where, turning their faces to the east, they 
seemed to pray very dev.outly to the founder of their 
faith. XVhen this was concluded, they sang us an 
Arabic hymn with very great solemnity, and the 
whole had an immediate and wonderful effect on the 
feelings of many of their followers in the yard, who, 
mistakirtg loudness of voice for fervour, and hypo- 
critical seriousness for piety, made the two wor- 
shippers a present of money. The Falatahs are sup- 
posed to be spies from Soccatoo ; but, although this 
IS a very prevalent opinion, no measures whatever 
have yet been taken either to watch their motions, 
or question them as to their intentions. 

The women of Jenna employ themselves g:enerally 
either in spinning cotton or preparing Indian com 
for food. Much of the forpier material grows in the 
vicinity of the town, bat the cultivatjlpn of the plant 
is not carried on with the spirit it deserves. Silji, 
which is brought overland from Tripoli, the inhabit- 
ants sometimes interweave.in their cotton garments ; 
but such, being Very expensive, are only worn by the 
higher class of people. They have abundance of 
bmlocksj pigs, goats, sheep, and poultry, but they 
prefer vegetable food to animal ; their diet, indeed, 
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is what we should tem poor and watety, coo^simg 
chiefly of preparations of the yam dnd of Indian^ 
com; notwithstanding which a stronger or ixsora 
athletic race of people is nowhere to be met with« 
Burdens with them, as with the natives of mWy 
parts of the continent, are invahahly carried on the '. 
nead ; which, it is more than hkety, occasions that \ 
dignified uprightness of form and stateliness of walk 
sa often spoken of by those acquainted with the 
pleasing pecuharities of the African female. Hict ; 
weight of a feather is borne on the head -in prefer^ \ 
ence to itsbein^ carried in the hand; and it not un« V 
frequently reqmres the united strength of three men 
to hft a calabash of goods from the ^und to the 
shoulder of one ; and then, and not till then, does 
the amazi|]g strength of the AfHcan appear. The 
greater part of the inhabitants of Jenna have the 
hair of their head and their eyebrows shaven ; blit 
the governor's miTus^ers and servants wear their hair 
ki^the shape \}f a horse-shoe, as a mark of distin^* 
tion* It is confined. to the crown of the head by 
large daubs of indigo, and, none of the people pre<« 
suming to imitate it, answers the purpose of a hveiy« 

Saturday^ April 10^A.«^The earherpart of this, 
morning was ooscured by a mist or haze, which was 
as thick and at least as unwholesome as a London 
fog in November ; but between nine and ten o'clock 
it dispersed, and the sun shone out with uncommon 
Instre. The hut which we occupy is in a large 
square yard, and is the property of the late gorvemor's 
mrincipal wife, whose stoty is rather romantic* 
Elach of its sides was formed by huts, which had all 
at one time been inhabited; but, afire havrng broken 
out in one of them by some accident, the greater 
part perished. A few huts only are at present stand* . 
uur, together with Mack naked walls, and stakes, 
which supported the verandahs, the latter reduced ? 
to charcoal. The tenantable buildings are. inhabited, 
W the female ^ves of the owner of the square and 

Vol. I.-^K 
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onrselTes. It is the custom her6, when a govemor 
dies, for two of his favourite wives to quit the world 
on the same day, in order that he may have a little 

Kasant, social company in a future state ; but the 
i governor's devoted wives. had no ambition or 
inclination to follow their venerable husband to the 
grave, and went and hid themselves before the 
funeral ceremonies were performed, and have re- 
mained concealed ever sinc6 With the remainder of 
his women. To-day, h[0wever, one of these unfor- 
tunates,—- she to whom our house bel6ngs, — ^was dis 
covered in her hiding-place at the present governor's, 
and the alternative of a poisoned chalice, or to have 
her l^ad broken by the, club of the fetish-priest, was 
offered her. She has chosen the former mode of 
dying, as being the less terrible of the two, and has 
come to our yard to spend her last hours in the so- 
ciety of her faithful slaves. These address their 
mistress by the endearing name of mother. Poor 
creatures ! as soon as they learned her misfortune, 
they dropped their spinning ; the grinding of com 
Was also relinquished ; their sheep, goats, and poul- 
try were suffered to roam at large without restraint ; 
smd they abuidoned themselves to the most exces- 
sive, most poignant grief; but now the arrival -of 
their mistress hais added, if possible, to their afflic- 
tion. There is not to bje found in the world, perhaps, 
an object more truly sorrowful than a lonely, de- 
fenceless woman in tears; and on such an occasion 
as this, it may easily be conceived, the distress is 
more peculiarly cutting. A heart that could not be 
touched at a scene of this nature must be unfeeling 
indeed. Femafes have been coming all day to condole 
with the old lady, and to weep wi3i her ; so that we 
have heard and seen nothing but sobbing and crying 
from morning till the setting of the sun. The prin* 
cipal malesin the town have lil^ wise been here to pay 
^eir last respects to their mistress; and so has her 
ISravedigger,who> has just risen from prostrating him* 
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«elf en the groudd beloVe her. Notwithstandfiiff tiie 
representations and remonstrances of the priest and 
the prayers of the venerable victim to her gods for 
fortitude to undergo the dreadful ordea], ^r resoki- 
tion has forsaken her more than once. She has en- 
tered our yard twice to expire in the arms of her 
women, and twice has she kiid aside the fatal poison 
in order to take another walk, and gaze once more 
on the sf^endour of the sun and the glory of the 
heavens ; for she cannot bear the idea of losing sight 
of them for ever. She is still restless and mieasy, 
and would gladly run away from death, if she durst; 
for' that imaginary being appears to her in a more 
terrible light than our pictures, represent him with 
his shadowy form and fatal dart. Die she must* and 
she knows it ; nevertheless she will tenaciously 
cling to life till the very last moment. Meanwhile 
hex grave is preparing, and preparations are making 
for a wake at her funeral. She is to be bmried here 
in one, of her own huts, the moment after the spirit 
has quitted the body, which will be ascertamed by 
striking the ground near which it may -be lying at the 
time ; when, if no motion or struggle ensues, the oid 
woman will be coi^sidered as dead. The poison 
used by the natives on this occasion destroys life, it 
is said, in fifteen minutes. 

. The reason of our not meeting with a better re- 
ception at Laatoo when we slept there was the 
want of a chief to that town, the last having followed 
the old governor of Jenna to the eternal shades, for 
he was his slave. Widows are burnt in India, just as 
they are poisoned or clubbed here ; but in the former 
country, 1 believe, no male victims are destroyed on 
«uch occasions. The or^n of this abominable, cus* 
tom is understood to have arisen from a dread on 
the part of the chiefs of the country in olden time, 
that -their principal wives, who alone were in pos- 
session of their coi^ence, and kneliv where their 
money was concealedy might secretly attempt their 
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liife, in order at once to establish their own jfreedoniy 
and become possessed of the property. That, far 
from having any motives to destroy her husband^ a 
woman might, on the contrary, have a strong in- 
ducement to cherish him as long as possible, the ex- 
tstenoe of the wife viras made to depend entirely on 
that of her lord ; and this custom has been handed 
down from father to son even to the present time. 
But why men also, who can have no interest to gain 
on the death of their prince, should be obliged to 
conform to the same nte is not near so easily ac- 
counted for. The present govemot of Jenna must 
<tf necessity go down to the grave on the first intel- 
ligence of the demise of the King of Yarriba ; and as 
that monarch is a very aged man, the situation of 
the forriier is not the most enviable in the world. 

Previous to herswallowing the poison, the favour- 
ite wife of a deceased chief or ruler destroys pri- 
vately all Uie wealth, or rather money, of her former 
partner, in order that it may not fall into the hands 
of his successor. The same custom is observed at 
Bad^^gry also ;. and although the king's son ftiay be 
of. age at the period of his father's death, he in- 
herits his -authority and influence only. He is left to 
his own sagacity and exertions to procure wealth, 
which can seldom be obtained without tapine, en- 
slavement, and bloodshed* ' 

Whenever a town is deprived of its chief, the in- 
habitants acknowledge no law— -anarchy, troubles, 
and confhsion immediately prevail, and till a suc- 
cessor is appointed' all labour is at an end. The 
stronger oppress the weak, and consummate every 
species of crime, without being amenable to any 
tribunal for 'their actions. Private property is no 
longer respected ; and thus, before a person arrives 
to curb its licentiousness, a town is not unfrequently 
ivduoed from a* flourishing state of 'prosperity and 
of happiness to all the hoxrors of desolation. 

J^ngtaijft Apra lUA^^TIus being Easter«day» w# 
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haye devoted it exclusively to religions purposes. 
The messenger whom Mre jsent to Baddgry for our 
horse is not yet returned, although he promised to 
be back in four days from the time of his departure. 
He has exceeded the given time by a whole day, 
and as the man is a native of Baddgry, we have 
given up all hopes of again seeing either him, or the 
horse, or the message-sword we lent him as a to- 
ken that he had been sent by us. We have received 
positive assurances that leave will be granted us to 
depart hence on Tuesday next ; but as we have one 
horse only, we shall be obliged to take it in turns to 
hde, or procure a hammock, which will be a diifficult 
thing to get, and very expensive. 
Tlie old queen-dowager, like Prior's thief, 

** Often takes leave, hut seems loatb to depart ;** 

although her doom is inevitably sealed, she has been 
more cheerful to-day than yesterday, and seems de- 
termined to spin out her thread of life to its utmost 
limit. Spies are now set over her, and she is not 
permitted to go out of the yard. 

Monday, April I2th. — Nothing deserving particular 
notice has occurred to-day. We have had the cus- 
tomary visit to oiur yard of a long line of women, 
who come every morning, with rueftil countenances 
and streaming eyes, to lament the approaching death 
of the old widow. They weep, they beat their 
breasts and tear their hair, they moan, and exhibit 
all manner of violent affliction at the expected de- 
privation. Perhaps their sorrow is sincere, perhaps 
it is feigned. At all events, their transports are un- 
govemed and outrageous ; the first woman in the 
line begins the cry, and is instantly foUowed by the 
other voices ; the opening notes of the lamentation 
are rather low and mournful, — ^the last wild and 
piercing. 

The principal people df the place, finding the old 
lady still obstinately bent on deferring her e^rt/, have . 
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tent a messenger to her native village to make 
known to her relatives that should she make her 
ascape, they will take all of them into slavery, and 
bnm their town to ashes, in conformity to an es- 
iablished and very ancient law. They would there- 
/ore strongly advise the relatives of the old woman, 
for their own sakes, and for the sake of the public, 
to use all their endeavours to prevail upon her to 
meet her fate honourably and with fortitude. A depu- 
tation is expected from the village to-morrow, when, 
no doubt, aiter a good deal of crying and condoling, 
and talking and persuacding, the inatter will eventu- 
ally be decided against the old lady. It is under- 
stood that she has bribed a few of the most opulent 
Bxxd influential inhabitants of Jenna with large sums 
o( money, to induce them to overlook her derelic- 
tion from the path of duty, and that by their repre- 
sentations she has obtained the tacit consent of the 
King of Kactunga to live out the full term of her 
natural life. But th6 people for many miles round* 
horror-struck at such impiety and contempt for an- 
i!!ient customs, have risen to enforce the laws of the 
eomtty against hen 
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-Vwnwio— 9«ptft«M ftm Jsimft^Tbe J«vii«y into tke Inurior 
tlnued through Tarioos Towns and Villages— lUneas of the TniTci- 
^rs— Boboo, the finvMr 6a{iitcl of Tairiba— Arrival at Katuifa. 

JSiesdavj AprU IStA^-^LisT night we were visited 
by one of those terrific thunder-storms which are 
so prevalent in these latitudes. Our thatched hut 
Afforded but an iasecui^e and uncertain asylum 
against lt» fiirv ; part of the roof was swept away, 
«>d tha jeaiQ adomed llrealj upon our hedst whanpa 
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the most awful lightnmg-flasbefl could b« tseen, mak- 
ingy as Milton says, **the darkness yisible.** It 
seemed as if the Genius of the Stonn was driving 
through the murky clouds in his chariot of fire, to 
awaken the slumbering creation and make them 
feel and acknowledge his power. It is indeed a 
grand lesson to human pride, to contemplate the 
terrors of a tornado through the trembhng walls and 
roof of a gloomy, dilapidated hut in Africa. In 
civilized countries, when men are visited by an 
awful calamity.of this kind, the distinctions of rank 
are levelled, and numbers flock together forthe pur- 
pose of keeping each other in countenance, and 
strengthening each other's nerves ; 1)ut here all is 
mJced, lonely^ and desolate* 

We passed the night, as may be supposed, uncom- 
fortably enough. The roof of our dwelling had 
long been infested with numbers of rats and mice, 
jsoid these vermin, being dislodged from their haunts 
by the violence of the wind and rain, souglit immediate 
shelter between our bedclothes, and to this very se- 
rious inconvenience was added another still greater, 
viz. the company of lizaurds, ants, and mosquitoes, 
besides worms and centipedes, and other crawling, 
cieeping, ^d noxious things, which the tempest 
seemed to renovate with nresh life and motion. 
After a long, long night, the morning at length ap- 
peared, and l^e terrors of the storm were forgotten. 

Not long alter sunrise two fresh legions of wo- 
men entered our yard to mourn with their old 
mistress, and the slirieks and lamentations of these 
visiters were mpre violent than any of their prede- 
cessors. It made us shudder to hear them. Their 
eyes were red with weeping, their hands were 
Clasped on the crown of the head, their hair vras in 
frightful disoi'der, and two channels of tears were 
{dainly seen ftowing down over the naked bosom of 
sdck of the women. In this manner they passed 
hd&ae ibe iihreahold of our hat» in twx> close lioest 
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and in tills manner we obeenradfiiem bend the knee 
to the TeneraUe matron without uttering a word. 
They then rose and departed, and we could hear 
their cries long after theirhad been out of sight. 

Matters were arranged for our departure in good 
time this morning, and after breakftist we went to 
pay our last respects to the good governor. Of 
course we were obliged to wait a tiresome length 
of time outside his residence before' admittance 
could be obtained ; but when the doors were opened, 
the band that was in attendance inside played a na- 
tive tune as a token of welcome. We observed a 
greater number of drummers'assembled than on any 
former occasion. Some of their instruments were 
something in Hie shape of a cone, and profusely or- 
namented with plates and figures of brass. On one, 
of these were represented the busts of two men, 
with a tortoise in the act of eating out of the mouth 
of one .of them. The tortoise had a cock by its 
side, and two dogs standing as guardians of the 
whole. These figures were all ingeniously carved 
in solid brass. Both ends of the larger drums were 
played on with the palms of the hand ; hundreds of 
little brass bells were suspended round their edges 
for ornament rather than use, for being without 
clappers they could produce no sound* The com- 
mon native drum is beaten on one of its ends only, 
and with a stick sAiaped like a bow. 

After a little conversation, the chief and his prin- 
cipal people shook us affectionately by the hand, 
and wished us every blessing, and as soon as we got 
outside the yard we mounted our horses and rode 
out of the town. The chief of Larro had brdken 
his promise, but we were fortunate enough to meet 
with and purchase another horse this morning, s6 
that we cared little about it. Our pathway led 
through a champaign country, partially wooded, and 
after a pleasant ride of three-quarters of an houv 
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we entered the smaH yyiage of Siifie.^ Here oar 
carriers dropped their loads, nor could they be in- 
duced to resume them by the most pressing solicita- 
tions. Nor would the villagers^, as their duty re- 
quired, take them up, but when we begged thepn to 
do 80, laughed at us, so that here we are compelled 
to remain till to-morrow. This is very proTOking; 
and such is the tiresome mode of • travelling through 
this countjy. No consideration will induce- any of 
the natives to< shake off their habitual indolence ; 
they would not do so, I am persuaded, for a voice 
from heaven. Pleasure and sloth are with them 
synonymous wox'ds, and they are scarcely aliye to 
any other species of gratification, in the mean time 
the chief, who seems to be a very good sort of man, 
although he has httle authority over his people, 'has 
sent us an excellent fatted ^oat,-and being in health, 
and having very encouraging prospects held out to 
us as to oiir future progress, we are determined to 
forget our little troubles and vexations, and spend 
the evening as cheerfully as we can. 

Hawks and vultures are exceedingly numerous, 
both at Jenna and. this place ^ the former are 'bold 
and disgusting birds, but the latter are -so hungry 
and rapacious, that they pounce fearlessly in the 
midst of the natives wnen at their meals. This 
evening one of them darted at. a piece of meat 
which one of our men lield betwejen lus fingers, and 
enatched it from him while he was conveying it to 
his mouth. . 

Wednesday^ April 14<A.-*At an early hour this 
morning, to pur infinite surprise and pleasure, the ^ 
man from Bad^gry made his appearance with one of ' 
our horses and an English saddle. The latter was 
as acceptable to us as the horse ; yesterday, for want 
of one, I had been obliged to substitute 9 simpW 
cloth, and. the back of the animal being sharp as i 
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snifey it was no veiy pleasant thinff.to ride hiro; 
walking woidd have, been the less irksome exercise 
of the two. Pascoe, whose sagacity and experience 
haye proved of infinite value to us» nas been lamed in 
his endeavours to walk as fast as the rest of the party, 
and as he has also the misfortune of having one leg 
shorter than the other, he became the general butt 
and laughing-stock of his more robust companions. 
To-day, however, we placed him on the back of the 
extra horse, from whence he has retorted their re- 
vilings, and the whole of them are now envious of 
his £ghity as they were before facetious at his ex- 
pense. 

We set off from Bidjie while the morning was yet 
cool and pleasant, jmd arrived at Chow before eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon. The natives have an un- 
accountable fancy that white men are fond of poul- 
try to an excess, insomuch that whenever we enter 
a viHage or town, all the fowls are immediately 
seized, and confined in a place of security till our 
departure. > 

Several strangers accompany us fromr town to 
town, in order to evade the duty which is exacted 
at the turnpike-gates, by stating themselves to be of 
the number of our attendants. Women have also 
placed themselves under the protection of our men 
from Cape Coast Castle, that they may enjoy the 
like advantage ; in return for this favour they do us 
many little kind ofiices, and are useful in making 
fires, preparing food, &c. for bur people. 

Our journey to-day has been exceedingly pleasant. 
Sometimes the path ran in a serpentine direction 
tiirough plains covered with green turf; sometimes 
It led us amid large groves of stately trees, from 
whose branches a variety of p]a;Yful monkeys di- 
verted us by their mischievous tricks ; and the gray 
parrot, with other beautiful birds, 

** WvbM ttMir MtfTe wood notei wild." 
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The cbief of Chow who received and entertained 
the last mission has been dead some time, and is 
succeeded by an humble, good-natured, and active 
individual, who has treated us more like demigods 
than men. At the time of our arrival he was en- 
gaged in superintending the slaves at his com and 
3ram plantations, but hastened to us the moment he 
was informed of the circumstance. He has a num- 
ber of horses, among which is one of the smallest 
dad most beautiful we have ever beheld. 

In the evening the chief visited us again, with a 

E resent of provisions and a few goora-nuts. My 
rother took the opportunity of playing on a bugle 
horn in his presence, by which he was violently agi- 
tated, under the supposition that {he instrument was 
nothing less than a sn^e. - 

For the first time since our landing we have ob- 
served the loom in active operation. The manufac- 
ture of cotton cloth is carried on here exclusively 
by women. 

Thursday^ April ISth, — ^The path to-day has wound 
through a country charmingly diversified by hill and 
dale, woods and open glades, and watered by streams 
flowing over beds of fine white sand. A horseman 
from Katunga met us about ten in the morning, 
whose dress and accoutremmts were highly gro- 
tesaue. He neither stopped nor spoke, but couched 
his lance as he galloped* past us. We found num- 
bers of people of both sexes in the path, who were 
returning from £gga to Chow, and several naked 
boys on their way to the coast, under the care of 
guardians.- These are slaves, and will be sold most 
hkelv at Bad^igry^ Women bore burdens on their 
heads that would tire a mule, and children not more 
than five or six years of age trudged after them,' with 
loads that woufd give a fidl-grown person in Europe 
the brain fever. 

We departed from Chow before sunrise; a sur* 
prising dew had fallen during the nigbt» and distilled 
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from the leaves and bianclies in large drops. We 
pesned, daring the forenoon, over three or foot 
swampy places covered with reeds, rushes, and rank 
grass, which were inhabited by myriads of frogs of 
prodigious sixe. On crossing streams we were in- 
variably sainted by a loud and unaccountable hissing, 
as if fiiom a multitude of serpents* We could not 
account for this extraordinary noise in any other 
way Umn by supposing it to have proceeded from 
some species or insect whose retreats we had in- 
vaded. 

With very trilling manual labour, tiie path, whicn 
is little better than a mere gutter, formed by re- 
peated rains, might be converted into a good and 
commodious road ; and were a tree simply thrown 
over them, the streams and morasses might be* 
crossed with ease and safety., But the natives ap- 
pear to have no idea whatever of such improve- 
ments; and would rather be entangled dsdly in a 
thick underwood, and wade through pools of mud 
and water, than give themselves any concern about 
repairing the road* Trees not unfrequently fall 
across the pathway, but instead of removing, the 
people form a large circuit round them; even a 
sm^ ant-hfll is an object too mighty to be meddled 
with, and it is left in the centre of the narrow road, 
80 inconsiderate and indolent are the natives of this 
part of the worid. 

Many women with little wooden figures of ehil« 
dren on their heads passed us in the course of the 
Diomingr-;mothers, who, having lost a chfld, carry 
such rude imitations of them about theirpersons for 
an indefinite time, as a symbol of mounung. None 
of them could be induced to part with one o! these 
little affectionate memorials. 

We entered Egga^ which is a very large town, id 
the early part of the afternoon. On our arrival we 
were inlrodnced into ^e house occupied by' Captain 
Chqppertoo in the last nusaion, in the yard of whiolt 
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ro|}08e tbe ffemaiim of an Eaglishman named Daw* 
8on« who (fied here of fever when that officer was 
passing through the country. Both hut and yard are 
filled with people, and are in a state of filth which 
defies description. We cannot rid ourselves of 
sheep, goat, and fowls, with their train ; they will 
be our companions in spite of us, and this grievance, 
with the tongues of a hundred visiters, makes our 
situation aU but intolerable. . 

.Egga is the principal market-town in this part of 
Africa, and is attended by buyers and sellers for 
many miles round. Women here ar^ the chief, it 
not the only, traders ; most of them are of graceful 
and prepossessing exterior, and they all practise 
those petty tricks and artifices in their dealings with 
which the market-women of more civilized couu-^ 
tries arejQOt unacquainted. 

Friday, April 16th. — ^Yesterday was comparatively 
cool, owing to the thick dark clouds which obscured 
the sky ; but on our setting out this morning,, as if 
to. make amends for his ^ai^ial concealment, the sun 
showed his broad burning face with uncommon 
clearness, and the day was one of the hottest we 
ever remember to have felt. We found the path in 
much better condition than those behind it, and it 
lay almost entirely through plantations of yams, 
csuavances, and pum[^ins, and three or four different 
varieties of corn, which a number of labourers were 
employed in weeding, &c. The hoe is the only im- 
plement of husbaniuy in use, and indeed they can 
well ^spense with every other, because the soiV 
during the rainy months is so soft and light that but 
very little manual exertion in working it isrequired« 
Population is abundant, — ^labourers may] be hired to 
any number, — and in our opinion, the introduction 
of the plough would scarcely be a blessing-— but on 
the contrary furnish new encouragement to the be- 
setting sin of sloth. 

Ha;7iiig crossed at noQn a small but agreeable river. 

Vol. L— L 
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flowing from east to west, in which seTei al female* 
were bathing, and washing clothes, we shortly after- 
ward entered the capacious and populous tolirn of 
Jadoo. Here we were informed that the chief had 
been in the grave more than a twelvemonth, and that 
no one having yet been nominated to .succeed him* 
every thing continued in a state of confusion and 
misrule. We' were conducted, after we had waited 
a little, into a large yard belonging to the late gov- 
ernor, and presently received a visit from his brother, 
in company with all the elders of the place ; but 
their conversation was unpleasant, and their whole 
behaviour much cooler than was agreeable, the 
more' 80 as such a reception had been entirely unex- 
pected. 

' The yard wherein we reside is perfectly round, 
and walled with huts, all tenanted by^thd late* 
chief's widows, who employ their time and earn 
their livelihood by spinning and weaving. Not 
less than a huncfred of the King of Katunga'9 
ladies are lodgkig in the yard with them, l^ey 
have all passed the bloom of life^ and arrived 
here lately with loads of tron^ and country cloth, 
which they barter for salt, and various articles of 
European manufacture, particularly beads; withr 
these they return home, and expose them for sale in 
the market, and afterward the profits are taken ta 
their husbands. These royal ladies are distinguished 
from their countrywomen only by a peculiar species 
of cloth, which^ is wrapped round their goods, and 
which no one dares to imitate, on pain of perpetual 
slavery. This severe punishment is often inflicted ; 
for, as the king^s wives pay no tdbpte or turnpike 
dues whatever, and must besides be entertainea by 
the chiefs of every town through which they pass, 
strong inducements are ofiered for others to attempt 
to deceive by using the forbidden cloth, and hence 
examples are necessary. As a contrast to the 
afflicted females of Jenna,the wires of the King of 
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recogmsing^ a fewold acquaintances in the yard, who 
soon joined them in the melancholy music It was 
laug^hable enouffh • to see them ; yet after the first 
burst iiad- subsidedf they began to chat with a gar- 
rulity far beyond that of the most talkative of their 
European sisters. The conversation lasted more 
than an hour, till at last it resolved itself into a vio- 
lent quarrel, which has not yet terminated. 

It is now ten o'clock at mght, and the women are 
sitting in groups round the several wood-fires. We 
ourselves occupy only a verandah, which is simply 
the projection of the roof of a thatched hut ; our 
horses are fastened to wooden stakes in the centre 
of the yard ; our men are l3ring round them, warm- 
ing themselves at their own fires. Sheep, beautiful 
sheep, with tinkling bells hung round their necks, 
are chewing their cud in peace and happiness. But 
although it is the hour of repose, the tongues of our 
female fellow-travellers are making a clatter which 
all the Graces of Billin^gate could not rival, and 
together with the squalhng of brats innumerable, it 
spoils the emotions which, the wild and {deasing 
scene around us would otherwise awaken in our 
breasts. Sheep here are regarded with as much par- 
tiality, and treated much in the same manner as 
ladies' lapdogs are in England. Gre^t care is taken 
to keep them clean and in good condition ; they are 
washed every morning in soap and waiter ; and so 
greatly are they attached to their masters or mis- 
tresses, that thejr are constantly at their heels, fol- 
lowing them in-Soors and out, from town to town, 
and in all their peregrinations. Goats, sheep, swine, 
and poultry are in great plenty here, and m every 
one's possession, notwithstanding which they are 
always excessively dear^ because the people take a 
pride in displaying the number and quality of their 
domestic animals. 

'nie inhabitants of Jadoo are, generally speaking, 
very tidily clad in cotton dresses of their own manu- 
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factare. In their persons they sre much more 
afreeable than those who reside nearer the sea. 
European goo^s are brought hither from Dahomey 
and Badigry, but more especially from Lagos ; and 
are daily exposed for sale in the markets of Jadoo 
and Egga. Several chiefs on the road have asked 
us the reason why the Portuguese do not purchase 
as many slaves as formerly'; and make very sad 
complaints of the stagnation in this branch of traffic. 
Hippopotami abound in the rivers in the vicinity of 
the town ; when young the flesh and skin of these 
animals are sold as food ; and whips and other arti- 
cles* are made of the skins of the old ones. 

Saturday, Ajiril llth, — ^At the usual hour this 
morning we quitted Jadoo, and in the middle of the 
day arrived at a clean, pretty little village called 
Pooya. The appearance of the country between 
these places is extremely fine, and resembles a mag- 
nificent orchard. On our way we met many hun- 
dreds of people of both sexes and all ages, i^ith vast 
quantities of bullocks, sheep, and goats, together 
with fowls and pigeons, which were carried on the 
head in neat wicker baskets. Several of the trav- 
ellers were loaded with packages of country cloth^ 
and indigo in large round balls. They are all slaves, 
and were proceeding to the coast from the interior, 
to sell the goods and animals under their charge. 
One old woman had the misfortune to let a large 
calabash of palm-oil fall from*herhead : on arriving 
at the spot we found a party of females, her com- 
panions jn slavery, wringing their hands and crying; 
the old woman's own afiliction was bitter indeed, as 
she dreaded the punishment which awaited her on her 
returh to her master's house. I compassionated her 
distress, and gave her a large clasp-knife, whidi 
would mdre than recompense her for the loss of the 
oil, whereat the women wiped away their tears, and 
fell down on the dust before us, exhibiting counte- 
nances more gladsome and animated than can be 
conceived. 
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The moitality of children must be immense in- 
deed here^ for almost every woman we met with on 
ihe road had one or more of those little wooden 
images we have before spoken of. Whenever the 
mothers stopped to take refreshment, a small part 
f f their food was invariably presented to the lips of 
these inanimate memorials. 

Although Pooya is considered by the natives a 
day's jjouniey from Jadoo, we only halted to pay 
our respects to the chief, and then continued our 
journey over gentle hills, and through valleys watered 
by streams and rivulets, so as to reach Engua in the 
afternoon. The soil between the two towns is 
mostly dry and stenl ; and large masses of iron- 
stone, which looked as if they had undergone the 
action of ftre, presented themselves almost at every 
st^p. This day has been oppressively warm ; and 
as we had been exposed to the sun for a great num- 
ber of hours, when we reached Engua our skin was 
scorched and highl3^inflamed, so that we were veiy 
uncomfortable. For my own part I was sore, tired, 
and feverish, and longed to lay myself down in a 
hut; but we were obliged to remain under a tree 
above three hours before we could be favoured with 
that opportunity, because the chief of the town was 
engaged in making a fetish to counteract any evil in- 
tentions that we might entertain towards him. All 
our people were fatigued and exhausted on the road, 
com{daining much of the heat, and one of them was 
brought to us in the evening in a high fever. Engua 
is. the town wherein the lamented Captain Pearce 
breathed his l^t ; and here also Captain. Clapperton 
felt quite disheartened, and sdmost despaired of pene- 
trating farther into the interior of the counti^. The 
chief sent us only a little Indian com and water, 
and obstinately refused to sell us either a goat, 
sheep, or any other animai, although there are many 
Ihousandain the town. 

Sunday^ April 18M.— Our reception had been so 
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tmly inhospitable at fingua, that We arose at a much 
earlier hour this morning than we generally do, and 
proceeded on our way by starlig^ht. In phice of the 
iron-stone of yesterday, the country over which we 
have travelled tonlay is partially covered with large 
and unshapely masses of gramte. Mountains and 
elevated hills were observed to tiie right of us, 
whose sides were thickly wooded, and their sum- 
mits reaching above the clouds. At 9 A» M. we 
passed through a neat and ^leanly village, named 
Chakkay which has lately lost its cluef ; and an hour 
afterward crossed a small river called Akeewy^ which 
is full of sharp and rugged granite rocks, and is said 
to fall into the Lagos. We were carried over on 
men's shoulders without much difficulty, but the 
horses were a longtime in getting across. From 
hence the path wound up a high and steep hill, 
which we ascended, and entered the town of A/bor« 
about midday. The governor gave us a hearty 
welcome, and said it made him extremely happy' to 
see us, which the joy and animation of nis counte- 
nance also expressed. The best hut in the town, 
which is the most airy and commodious of any we 
had seen, was presently got ready for us, and shortly 
after we had taken possession of it we received a 
quantity of excellent provisions from the chief. 

This is the first day of his government. His 
father, the late chief, has been dead some time, but 
from motives of delicacy he refused to take upon 
himself his authority till this morning. In honour 
of the civent a large company of women have been 
dancing, rejoicing, and making merry all the evening 
outside our hut. It is somewhat stnmge that the 
chief or governor of almost every town through 
which we have passed since leaving Baddgry, Who 
was alive and. well on my return to the coast three 
years. ago, has be^ either slain in war, or has. died 
from natural causes. Scarcely one of them is now 



iif<Nul0y» AfnL 19<A.-rAn easy pleiaant ride of 
three hours brought us to the first walled town w% 
have seen, which is called AMsindra. The wall is 
of clay, and so diminutive that a person might easily 
jump over it; a dry ditch, about eighteen inches 
deep and three or fotu* feet in width, also surrounds 
the town. Over this a sincfle plank is thrown, which 
answers the purpose of a drawbridge, and is the only 
means the inhabitants have of getting in and out of 
the place. Assinara too has lately lost its chief in 
some battle, and all business is transacted by a 
benevolent elderly man, who has volunteered his* 
serviees tiU a successor shall be appointed. From 
him we have received the warmest reception and the 
most hosnitable treatment. The chmate has already 
had a debilitating effect upon my brother, and from 
a state of robust health and vigour, he is reduced to 
so great a degree of lassitude and weakness that he 
can scarcely stand a minute at a time. Every 
former pleasure seems to have lost its charm. He 
was attacked with fever this afternoon, and his con- 
dition would have been hopeless indeed had I not 
been near to relieve him. He complained of exces* 
sive thirst. I gave him ten grains of calomel, and 
afterward a strong dose of salts. Rain, thunder, and . 
jightning during the night. 

Tuesday^ April 20th. — ^My brother was xpuch better, 
and free from fever this morning, but too weak to 
travel, and we shall therefore remain at Assinara till 
to-morrow. The acting governor visited us to-day 
with a long face, and entreated us earnestly to dis* 
cover a certain wizard, whom he imagined to be 
concealed somewhere in the town. By this sor- 
cerer's influence numbers of people, it is said, pine 
away and die ; and women with child are more es- 
pecially the objects of his malevolence. These Vic* 
tims (£rpp suddenly, without the slightest warning; 
and the deaths have lately been so numerous that 
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the old man himself 16 grieyously alarmed, and begs 
a charm to preserve him and his family. 

Friday, April 23d.— My brother finding himself 
considerably invigorated and refreshed by a day's 
rest at Assinara, and sufficiently recovered to pursue 
our journey, 1 had all hands in readiness to start at 
an early hour« The morning was cool and pleasant, 
and we travelled onward in excellent spirits. With- 
out meeting any thing particular in the path, or per- 
ceiving any object sufficiently novel or striking to 
demand attention, we entered the town of Accodoo 
in the forenoon, having had an agreeable ride of a 
few hours' duration only* At this time my brother 
seemed to be free from any kind of complaint what- 
ever, and enjoyed an unusual cheeriulness and 
buoyancy of spirits, which led me to form the most 
flattering anticipations. In the course of a few 
minutes, however, his body was overspread with a 
burning heat, and he suffered under another attack 
of fever, more violent than any of the former. I 
resorted to the most powerful remedies I could think 
of at the time. I bled him, and applied a strong 
blister to the region of the stomach, where the dis- 
order seemed to be seated. It was swollen and op- 
pressed with pain, and he felt as if some huge sub- 
stance lay upon his chest. His mouth being dry 
and clogged, and his thirst burning and unquenchable, 
he drank so much water that his body was greatly 
swollen. In the evening his ideas were confusea, 
and he became delirious. He afterward described 
to me the horrible phantdms that disturbed him 
while in this state ; and the deUcious emotion that 
ran through his whole frame when the dreadful 
visions had passed away. Tears gushed from his 
eyes; a profuse perspiration, which had been so 
long-checked, save him immediate relief, and he has 
;8iDce continued to improve. 

.While my brother was so iU, the natives made a 
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most hideous noise by pinging and drumming in the 
celebration of their fetish. I went out in the hope 
of inducing, them to.be quiet, but they only laughed 
at him and annoyed us the more ; for they have no 
compassion for the sufferings of a white man, and if 
they can mortify him by any means, they consider it 
a praiseworthy deed. Yesterday was one of the 
hottest days we have yet felt, the thermometer at 
noon being 99^ of Fahrenheit. 

Saturduy.9 April 24tA. — ^A hammock was prepared 
for my brother before daybreak, this morning, be- 
cause he was too weak to ride on horseback ; and 
shortly afterward we quitted the town of Accodoo 
in much better spirits than circumstances bed led 
us to hope for. The hammock-men found their 
burden rather troublesome ; nevertheless, we trav- 
elled at a pretty quick pace, and between eight and 
nine o*clock halted at a pleasant and comfortable 
village called Etudy. The chief sent us a fowl and 
four hundred cowries ;- but we stopped only to take 
a slight refreshment on horseback and pay our 
respects. We then proceeded through large planta- 
tions of cotton, indigo, Indian corn, and yams, and 
other stony fields, till between ten and eleven, when 
we entered the town of Chpuchou. We were almost 
immediately introduced tp the chief, and from him 
into a ruinous hut, in a more filthy state than can 
be imagined. No pigsty was ever half so bad. Its 
late occupier had incurred the displeasure and hatred 
of his eluef because he happened to be very rich, 
and, rather than pay a heavy fine, he ran away 
and has joined his former enemies; and this may 
partly account for the destitution and v^etchedness 
ajroundus. 

Since leaving Jenna* we have met an incredible 
number of persons visited with the loss of one eye. 
They assign no other reason for their misfortune 
than the heat and glare of the sun's rays. 

Sunday f AprU^25th,'^l% rained heaiily during the 
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whole of last night; bnt oar hut, althougH of th«i 
very worst description, had a pretty good thatched 
roof, and sheltered us much better than we had ex- 
pected. There are periods and seasons in our life- 
time in which we feel a happy complacency of tem- 
per and an inward satisfaction, cheerfulness, and joy, 
for which we cannot very well account, but which 
constraii\ us to be at peace with ourselves and our 
neighbours, and in love with all the works of God. 
in mis truly enviable frame of niind I awoke this 
morning to proceed onward on horseback : it was a 
morning which was fairly entitled to the epithet of 
*' incense-breathing ;" for the variety of sweet-smell- 
ing perfume which eidialed after the rain from 
forest flowers and flowering shrubs was delicious 
and almost overpowering. The scenery of to-day 
has been more interesting and lovely than any we 
have heretofore beheld. ;The path circled round a 
magnificent cultivated valley, hemmed in almost on 
every side with mountains of granite of the most 
grotesque and irregular shapes, the summits of 
which are covered with stunted trees, and the hol- 
lows in their slopes occupied by clusters of (huts, 
whose inmates hav6 fled thither as a place of security 
against the ravages -of the vforTnen that infest the 
plains. A number of strange birds resort to this 
valley, many of whose notes were Yich, full, and 
melodious, while others were harsh and disagree- 
aUe ; but, generallv speaking, the plumage was vari- 
ous, splendid, and beautiful. The modest partridge 
appeared in company with the magnificent Balearic 
crane, with his regal crest; and delicate humming- 
bird hopped from twig to twig with others of an 
unknown species ; some of them were of a dark 
shining green; some had red silky wings and{Nirple 
bodies ; some were variegated with stripes of crim- 
8(fn and gold ; and these chirped and warbled from 
among the Hiick foliage of the trees. It is the con- 
templation of such l^autiful objeots> as these, all ao 



playfid and so happy — or the more sublime ones of 
(kurk waving forests, plains of vast extent, or stupen- 
dous mountainis — ^tbat gives the mind the most sen- 
sible emotions of delight and grandeur, leading it in- 
sensibly 

" To look itam naCttr| up to nature's God.** 

For myself I am passionately fond of them, and 
have regretted a thousand times over that my igno- 
rance incapacitates me from giving a proper repre- 
sentation of them, or describing the simplest flower 
that adorns the plains, or the smallest insect that 
sparkles in the air. This consideration gives me at 
times many unhappy reflections, although my de- 
fective education arose from circumstances over 
which my boyhood had no control. 

Having passed through the immense valley before 
mentioned, we had not travelled far before we- 
arrived and halted at a large village, called Fudibu ; 
here we rested awhile, and then continuing our jour* 
ney for two hours over even ground between high 
hiUs, we rode into the town of Gwendekki, in which we 
purpose passing the night. The chief is either very 
poor or else very ill-natured, for the only thing he 
sent us was a little boiled yam, with a mess of un- 
palatable gravy, which he would not have given if 
ne did not expect ten times itd value in return. 
Divuie service was performed in the course of the 
day, as usual, and this is a duty which to persons in 
our situation is inconceivably pleasant. It renders 
us happy and resigned in the midst of our afllictions, 
refreshing ogr confidence in the all-protecting arm 
of that l^neficent Being who is the author and dis- 
poser of our destinies, and in whom alone, thus 
widely separated from home and kindred and civiliza- 
tion, the wanderer can place his trust. 

Monday^ April SQth. — ^A thick mist obscured the 
liorizon this morning, and hid in deep shade the 
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of tfaem were deep and gloomy caverns, whicht 
were tbev in Cornwall instead of Africa, would, I 
am^ure, be pointed out as the scenes, of dark and 
bloody stories of the elder time. Hundreds of the 
natives followed us a long while, and annoyed us so 
much by their noises ami curiosity, that we were 
compelled to resort to violent measures to drive 
them away; but this is a line of conduct which we 
rarely adopt towards them, and never without ex* 
treme reluctance. We at length frightened thent 
away, and we saw them no more. About eight 
miles from Dofo, we arrived at a large stragghng 
village, called Ehkha^ where we halted a httle, a& 
the path had been so stony, rugged,' and irregular 
that a few minutes' rest, was ateolutely necessary 
to recruit ourselves. From this place the road be-' 
.came excellent, not at all inferior to a drive round 
a gentleman's park in England; and continued to be 
good till we came in sight of a capacious walled town 
called Chaadoo, which we entered about midday* 
Outside ^e walls is a little Falatah village, the huts 
of which are constructed in the circular or coozie 
form. Its inhabitants employ themselves solely in 
the breeding of cattle — an occupation to which they 
are passionately addicted. They axe simple in theic 
manners, and extremely neat in their dress and ap- 
pearance. 

Not long after our arrival, three or four yoimg 
Falatah shepherdesses from the village came to our 
hut to pay their respects. We felt much pleased 
vrith their society, for they were extremely well-' 
behaved and.inteliigent; but they remained with us 
a very little time, their customary avocation not 
permitting a longer stay. The hair of these females 
was braided in a style peculiarly tasteful and becom* 
ing; and the contour of their oval faces was very 
far from disagreeable. Their manners also wer^ 
innocent and playful ; the imaginary shepherdesses 
of Fenton are not more modest, artless^ and engaging 
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in desciriplioii, than limse in vealiiy ; and they left 
behind tnem an impression veiy favourable both 
as regards their morals, funveUf and rustic sim- 
plieity. 

On the road from Dnfo, my brother unthinkingly 
fired at and shot a crane, which fell in an adjoining 
field. The report of his gun brought out a number 
af natives from the ^'bush," who, l^ing in continual 
dread of an attack from the ^ war-men of the path,** 
imagined it to-be a signal of one of these marauders. 
They were all anned, like their countrymen, with 
bows and arrows; and with a threatening aspect, 
would hare lodged a few shafts in the person of my 
brother, if it had not been for the timely interference 
of one of our Jenna messengers that fortunate^ 
happened to be with him at the time, and who gave 
an immediate and satisfactory explanation. The 
head of the party Ihen sought for and picked up the 
bird ; but my brother took it from him, after he had 
rewarded him liberally for his trouble. The man, 
however, was neither satisfied nor pleased^ but 
roYtgMy demanded the bird as his own, because it 
had fallen on his land. As there are no game laws 
here, my iMTother would not admit his claim, and 
was goin^ away, when the fellow begged with much 
importumty that the head and legs, of the animal at 
least might be given him, to make a fetish of. This 
was likewise objected to, at which he was out of 
all patience, and went off foaming witb.padsion. In 
the evening, the crane was dressed for supper, and 
a similar request wa» made by a eunuch from Ka» 
tnnga, who being a good-natured fellow, we readily 
complied with, his wish* The chief of Chaadoo 
however, presently - sent a messenger to request 
Ihe said precious head and legs ; and to him they 
were fi^sdly committed by the disappointed eunuch, 
who could hardly forbear weeping t)n the occasion: 
these relics are extremely valus9[)le as a charm. . 

The chief sent us a goat, a^uantity of banana^i 



« diiA dT pounded, or rafter mashed yam with grayy, 
and a large basket of caffas. These are a kmd of 
middiiig, made into little romid balls, from braised 
Indian com, which is first boiled to the consistence 
of thidc paste. From being made entirely of coarse 
flour and water, they have an insipid taste when 
new, but when kept for a day or two; they become 
sour, and in this state are eaten by the natives. 
There are several deep wells in the town, but most 
of them are dried up, so that water is exceedingly 
scarce, and it is sold in the market-place to the in- 
habitants. — ^We are daily accosted on the road with 
fuch sahitations as these : ^ 1 hope you go weU on 
the path ;" ** Success to the king's work f ^ God 
tdess yon, white men ;^ ** A blessing on your re- 
turn," &c. 

Wednesday^ April 28£ft. — We have remained at 
Chaadoo, to-day, to give the carriers with the Ihg- 
gage time to come up with us, because they have 
been unavoidably detained by the roughness and 
onevenness of ihe road from DQfo to Elekba. The 
Katanga eunuch we alluded to yesterday was 
recently s^nt by the kiiig of that place to receive 
the customary tribute of the governors of the 
various towns on the road between Katunga and 
Jenna. This man is treated with mueh respect 
both by the governor of Chaadoo and his people, 
who prostrate themselves to the eunuch before ad- 
dressing him* - 

Behig in want of money we sent needles this 
morning to the market to sell. It is a custom in 
Yarriba, that after a buyer has agreed to pay a certain 
sum for an article, he retracts his expressions, and 
affirms that he only promised to give about half the 
sum demanded. This has occasioned violent alter- 
cations between our people and the natives ; but it 
is an estabhshed cnstom, from whUch there is no 
appeal. The governor's mother was buried this 
afternoon at a neighbouring village, and the foneral 
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WB8 atteridsd by all hia vrives or womeji-, as moomers. 
They were dressed in their holyday attire ; and 
looked tolerably smart. The mourners exhibited no 
signs of grief whatever ; on the contraiy, they were 
as lively as a wedding party. Attended by a drum- 
mer, they passed through our yard four hours ago» 
on l^eir return to the governor's house, which is 
only a few steps from ours, and there they have 
been singing and dancing to the noise of the dilnm 
ever since. v 

ITie inhabitants of the town have immense quan- 
tities 4)f sheep, goats, pigs, and poultry, but bullocks 
are in the 'possession of Falatahs alone. We do 
not believe the natives have a single animal' of this 
description. Like many other places, the market 
is not held here till the heat and toil of the day are 
over ; and buyers seldom resort to it till eight o'clock 
in the evening. 

Thursday, April 29/A. — ^It commenced raining this 
morning at a very early hour, and continued with un- 
4:ommon violence till between ten and eleven 
o'clock,' when it suddenly ceased, and we quitted 
Chaadop. Before this, however, the credulous gov- 
•emor, who in common with his people imagmes 
that white men influence the elements, paid us a 
visit, with a calabash of honey as st present, to thank 
us, he said, for the rain that had fallen, of which 
the country is greatly in want, and invoked bless- 
ings on us. The kindness of this good old man is 
remarkable. He never seemed weary of obliging 
US, regretted his inability to do more, and solicited 
tis very iHressingly to remain with him another day. 

We tr»rersed a mountainous country, intersected 
with streams of excellent water; and at noon en- 
tered a smafl but pleasant and picturesque village, 
which is ornamented with noble, shady larees. Here 
we waited a very short time, but continuing our 
voute, arrived tovrsrdj^ evening at a capacious walled 
Immoallad Row^ wherein we shall pass the niebi 

U2 
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In many places the waH^ if it be desefnng the name, 
is no more than twelve or fourteen inches from the 
ground, and the moat is of similar dimensions. The 
yard to which we were conducted shortly after our 
arrival is within three or four others ; and so intri- 
cate are the passag^es leading to it, that after a 
stranger gets in, he would be sadly puzzled to find 
his' way out again without a guide. Nevertheless 
this was no security against interruption, for the 
yard was speedily invaded by five or six hundred 
individuals, who nad been induced to visit us from 
curiosity. As usual, they annoyed us for a long 
lime to the best of their ability, till they, completely 
wearied us out by their importunity and forwards 
ness. We then hung sheets round the doorway 
of our dwelling, and laid down on our mats ; and 
then only they began to disperse, and left us at our 
ease. 
The governor of the town is a morose, surly, and 
. ill-natured man. He sent us only a few bananas 
this evening, and a calabash of eggs, which were aU 
stale and unfit to be eaten, so that our people were 
obliged to go supperless to bed. He ascribed the 
badness of his fare to extreme poverty; yet his 
vanity exacted from our Jenna messengers the most 
object method of salutation we are acquainted with. 
These men walked backwards from him several 
yards, to throw dirt on their heads, and with the 
dust and filth still clinging to their hair, they were 
odmpelled to address the chief with their faces to 
the ground. Our apartment unfortunately commi»> 
mcates with his, and thie restless tongues of his 
numerous wives prevented either my brothei or 
self from dosing our eyes long after sunset In the 
centre of our jrsuxl grows a tree, round which several 
staves are driven into the ground. This tree is a 
fetish-tree, and these staves also fetish, and there- 
fore we received a strong injunction not to tie our 
horses to either of them. Qalabaahesi common 
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a\iicles of earthenware, and evea feathers, e^- 
sLails, and the bones of animals — indeed, any kind 
of inanimate substance, is made fetish iiy the credu- 
lous, stupid natives ; and like the horse-shoe which 
. is still nailed to the doors of the more superstitious 
of the peasantry in England, these fetishes are sup- 
posed to preserve them from ghosts and evil spirits. 
It is sacrilege to touch them, and to^ ridicule them 
would be dangerous. 

Friday, Ajml 30th. — ^It- was between seven .and 
eight o'clock before carriers could be procured this 
morning, and every thing got in readiness for our 
departure; the sun, was excessively hot, and the 
sky brilliantly clear. We crossed two or three 
rivulets of cool, delicious water,, as we had done 
yesterday; and then passed through an insignifi- 
cant village, whose cnief sent us a calaba& of 
bruised com, mixed with water, to drink. At noon, 
we arrived at the foot of a very elevated hill, and 
perceived a town perched on its summit, and knew 
it to be the same to which' we had been directed* 
We dismounted, and after a laborious ascent, which 
occupied us three-quarters of ah hour, at length 
reached the top. Stones and blocks of granite in- 
terrupted the path, 'so that it was a very difficulf 
matter to force the horses along before us; they 
feU repeatedly, but without materially injuring them- 
selves. 

The name of the town is Chekki. Our arrival 
was rather unexpected, andj therefore, the governor 
was not prepared to receive us; and we sat down 
under a tree, till we were tired of waiting. At 
length a man came to conduct lis to his residence, 
which was but a little wav from our tree, when a 
tumultuous rush was made by the inhabitants to 
precede us into the yard ; and notwithstanding the 
presence of their chief, they surrounded our party 
80 closely as to prevent a particle of fresh air from 
reaching us. The governor received us with blunt* 
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I, hilt not nnkindh^, thoneh without mnch de- 
fiumstration«pf good-wiU. While in his yard he re- 
galed US with water, and afterward sent a large 
calabash of foorah sweetened with honey to our 
lodgings, which did nottaste unlike thick gruel, or 
burgoo^ as it is termed in Scotland. It is made of a 
com called goorah^ is very palatable, and is in general 
tise with the natives of these parts. A quantity of 
ban^as from the chief soon followed the foqrahj 
and something more substantial than either has 
-been promised us. 

We have observed that it is a general practice 
here, as well as in eveiy other town through which 
we have passed, for children until the age of seven 
^ears to eo naked, with perhaps a string of cowries 
tied round the loins, and clumsy bracelets, either of 
brass or tin, enclosing the wrist. Grown-up people, 
however, dress somewhat neatly, if not gracefully ; 
the men wear a cap, tobe, and trousers, mostly 
Uue, and the women wear a large loose cotton cloth, 
which is thrown over the left shoulder^ and' comes 
down mantling below the knee ; the rij^t arm and 
feet alone are bare. 

People of both sexes hereabouts are infinitely 
more grave and serious in tl^eir manners than thosQ 
nearer the coast, and 

*^ru toii4 Ia«tk that tpwln tk« vae«at joind," 

we hsve not heard these many days« 

Saturdai/f May Ist.-^ln the cool of the morning 
we quitted Chekki, and rode on pleasantly, tiU at 
the end of four hours we arrived at Coosoo, a large 
and important town* A Falatah hamlet stajxds near 
it, whose inhabitants subsist by following pastoral 
occupations alone. They are much esteemed by 
the Y)MTibeans, who behave to them without sus* 
picion or reserve. 

A man stole a sword from our people a few miur 
lltM after our arrival; he was vursued to the chiei; 
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,«iid aaserted tbat be had foimd it, as he laid the 
weapon at his feet. The sword has been restored 
to us by the governor, but without the slightest 
•allusion being made to the means by which he 
Ix^d obtained it 

A company or gafflie of merchants from Hano are 
at present in the town, who have come thus far on 
their way to Gvnja, which is the Se^a of Gape 
Coast CasUe and Accra. Their merchandise consists 
chiefly of elephants' teeth, trona, rock salt, and 
country cloths. This, we are told, is a new route, 
the road formerly taken being considered unsafe, on 
account of prixrate broils and disturbances among the 
natives. The gefflie consists pf more than four 
hundred men, but a company of merchants that 
Dassed through this town ten days ago amounted to. 
twice that number. Other melrdiants are also here, 
Rnd will leave the town to-morrow on their way to 
Ydoorie, whither they are destined. 

The palm-tree becomes scarce in proportion as 
we advance into the country, and consequently the 
oil is obtained hereabouts only in very small quan-. 
tities. But.Nature, ever bountiful^ supplies its place 
with the mi-eadoTiiaj or butter-^tree, - which yields 
abundance of a kind of vegetal^ marrow, pleasant 
to the taste, and highly esteemed by the natives. 
It is used for lights and Other domestic purposes. 
The tree from which it is obtained is not much 
unlike our oak in appearance, and the nut it {mto- 
duces is enveloped in an agreeable pulpy substance. 
Tlve kernel of this nut is about the sia^e of our 
chestnut. It is exposed in the sun to dry, after 
which it is pounded very fine and boUed in water : 
the oily particles it contains soon float cm the sur- 
face ; when cool, they are skimmed off, and then 
made into little cakes for use, without any further 
preparation. 

Two individuals appeared before the chief to-dsi^ 
in consequence of an' accusation of theft that haid 
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been made 9§pansi them. The method adopted of 
proyittg the guiltor innocence of the parties was by 
compiling them to swallow the ^ fetish-water.** 

In the evening we received a fat goat, a* basket 
of caffaSf a calabash of bananas, a vast quantity of 
yams, and a bowl of milk^ from the governor. He 
is a sober, kind, and benevolent old man, and gene- 
rally beloved by his oeople. To us he is particu- 
larly attentive and obliging. He has informed us 
that the common path to Katunga is unsafe, in con- 
sequence of a senous quarrel between the inhabit- 
ants of Ooosoo and those of a neighbouring town. 
^ Therefore,'* said he, *' I entreat you to remain 
here with me to-morrow, in order that I may make 
arrangements to send you by a different road.** 
This intelligence was not very agreeable to us, but 
we are convinced of its importance, and shall there- 
fore thankfully accept the chiefs offer. 

The mar^LCt, which is held this evening in the 
town, has an imposing and brilliant appearance, 
from the immense number of lamps used by the 
tradespeople. 

Our visiters, who continued with us till late in 
the evening, were innumerable, and the noise of the 
women's tongues was as loud and disagreeable as 
ever. For some .time nothing could quiet them ; 
threats, and entreaties were disregarded- or laughed 
at, till at last we were compelled to resort to the 
-childish expedient of spirting water in their faces 
from a large syringe. On seeing and feeling the 
effects of this fearful instrument, they became 
alarmed, and ran away. 

ftmidy, Afay 2i.-*-The weather last evening was 
serene and bieautiful, but in the night we were 
visited by a tornado ; the lightning gleamed in long 
and vivid flashes ; the thunder echoed among the 
mountains j and the rain fell in torrents. In the 
morning it had passed away, and the air was cool 
ftnd agreeable* "^ 
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A fetlah priest from a neighbouring town came to 
see us this morning, and was going to treat us with 
the ususd harangue of hisprofessionitbut.we man* 
aged to put a stop to it by bribing him with a few 
needles. We observed nothing remarkable in the 
fellow's ornaments or dress, but his person pre* 
sented a strange and singular appearance. The. 
colour of his skin was like that of whitish brown 
paper; his eyelashes and eyebrows were of ^ sil* 
very whiteness, and his eyes of a bright blue i not- 
withstanding which, the negro features were strongly 
and distinctly marked on his countenance. Tlie 
man's parents were both natives, and quite black, 
and we could not ascertain the reason of this e^« 
traordinaiy deviation from the common l^iws of 
nature. 

We have received an abundance of kindness from 
the gobd old chief of this place, and his endeavours 
to make us comfortable have beexl imitated by many 
of the more respectable inhabitants. . 

There are people h^re from Burg^o^ Nov^i 
HdussOf and many of the interior countries, and the 
^ Queen" of Noiiffie, it is said, also resides in the 
town, but this, seems to us to be rather ques« 
tionable. 

Monday^ May M* — The {iath recommended by the 
friendly chief of Coosoo hes due ^ast of this towUf 
and we pursued our journey on it this mommg by 
sonrisef Robbers were stated to be lurking about; 
we conceived it to be pmd^it, therefore^ if not abso* 
lately necessary, to take every precaution fov the 
8afet}r of the mission, and we losded our own guns 
and pistols, and armed all our men with swords and 
musicets. Our JenAa messengers being unacquainted 
with the new route, the governor of Coosoo had 
lumished us. with two armed foot guides^ whose 
weapons were bows and arrows,, besides a horse- 
man armed at all points^ to bring up the rear of. the 
party. With all these warlike preparation* imd 
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dquitnnents, a few harmless women, who were ter* 
rified at our appearance, were the only individuals 
met with on the path during a ride of two hours, 
which brought us to a town called Acboro. And it 
was well indeed that its distance from Coosoo is so 
short, for being taken ill on the road, I should have 
been unable to have travelled farther to-day. Tlie 
town itself is very small ; but its dilapidated wails, 
which enclose an immense extent of ground, would 
lead one to suppose that it was formerly of mudh 
greater magnitude. Within the walls are three 
granite hills, two on one side, and the other on the 
opposite side of the town. All their bases are of 
sofid stone, but their summits consist of loose 
blocks, from the interstices of which treeis and 
stunted vegetation shoot forth. Besides these hills 
immense masses of granite rock are seen piled upon 
each other in different parts. On the whole, Acboro 
is one of the wildest and most veneralde-looking 
places that the human mind can conceive, the habi- - 
tations of the people alone lessening that romantic 
and pleasing effect which a first sight of it produces. 

The hut with which we have been accommodated 
is not the pleasantest nor most comfioxtable resi- 
dence in the world; but then we are persuaded that 
no better can be procured in the town, so we are 
q^te content with it. 

Shot tly after our arrival, the governor sent us a . 
sucking-pig, and some other presents, and appeared 
highly pleased that eircomstances had thrown us in^ 
his way. ** White men do nothing but good,** said, 
he; *' and I will pray that God may bless you, and 
send more of your comitvjnnen to Yarriba.'' Instead 
of the people running and scrambling to^see ns, as 
hitherto, the good-natured ruler of this place has 
excluded the mass of them from visiting our yard, 
and cmne very civilly to ask our permission for a 
few of his friends to look at. us^ I was too weak 
aad indisposed tq gratify their curiosity by risinjg 
from my couch ; so my brother went out to exhibit 
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rather minttlely. They separated, I believe^ tolen^ 
bly well pleased with eaeh othex. Last hight a 
large carving-kniflB and a shot-belt w^e stolen from' 
UB at Coosoo while we slept ; buit as it is not very 
probable that an inhabitant would be sq rask aa tm 
brave our gona and Walk over omr bodies, which the 
thief was obliged to do, we attach suspicion only te 
one of our own men. 

Tuesda^t May 4^'rYe8texday three nteBy inhabit* 
^ts of Acboro, were .captured by a gang of rest* 
less, maraudiiig scoundrels, who are denominated 
here, as elsewhere, " warninen of the p^th;" but who 
are. in reality, nothing more ncxr less than highway* 
robbers. They subsist solely hy pi^^ffe and rapinei 
and waylaying, their countrymen. The late govern 
nor of Acboro was deposed and driv^ from the town 
by his own pople, for his indiffeiience to, Iheir i0>* 
tere^ts, aad the wanton cruelty with whichlie treated 
them} and their chUdten. At di(9fefent times he 
seized several individuals of both sexes^ and sold 
then as slaves, without assij^odng any cause for the 
act. This drew on him the veogieance of tiie fltiends 
and relatives of the suflfeiers, who prevailed on their 
townspeople to viae with them and puoish, the ag« 
gressov. The latter soon found that nis party was 
too \fedk to withstand the attacks of the exasperated 
BopulaGCy an4 he iled to. a remote viUage* where 
ke now resides; and the inhabitants of Acboro inu 
nediately elected a more humane and benevolent 
governor in his stead* 

We rose this morning, asusiialt at an earl^r boturii 
and findii^ myself sufficiently recovered to ride oui 
horseback* we bade farewell to the governor. of 
AicborO) and quitted the town by sunrise, taking care 
to use tiie same precautions against robbers, as ye^ 
terday« In an hour and thre^uarters we entered 
an open and delighUul village^ called Latipa* Aft 
assemblage of Faiktah huts stood near it, by wluek^ 
their be&otifu} cattte Were graaur* We: i^0ixpe4 4i 

Vi»L. I.-N 
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short time to admire tbem. Many of the fanDoclis 
were as white as snow ; others were spotted like a 
leoiMird's skin, and others again were dotted with 
red and black on a white groond. A Fal4tah girl 
presented us with a bowl of new milk, which was 
Tery agreeable and refreshing, and alter drinking it, 
we bade adiea to the Fal^taSis and their cattle for 
ever. 

We had not travelled a great way from Lazipa 
before we had to cross a large morass, on the bor- 
ders of which a very large and handsome species of 
water-lily flourishes in great perfection. We crossed 
this morass without Sflculty or trouble, and with 
the same facility, also, two small streams, which 
intersected the road. At nine A. M., we arrived at 
Cootoo, which, like Lazipa, is an open village, but 
the former is by far the most extensive of the two. 
A person who may have travelled from Penzance 
in Cornwall to the Land's End, and observed the 
nature of the soil, and the blocks of granite which 
are scattered over its surface, will have a very good 
idea of the country between Acboro and Cootoo, 
only that here it is much more woody. 

After leaving Cootoo, however, the aspect of the 
surrounding scenery speedily changed, and became 
infinitely more pleasing. The soil was more rich 
and deeper ; patches of yerdure and cultivated land 
were more frequent, the latter being neatly fenced; 
—fine hsuidsome trees, with their spreading branches 
and thick foliage, embelUshed the country in every 
direction, and extended to the eastern horizon. One 
would be inclined to suppose that these trees had 
been carefully planted by the hand of man, for they 
grew at equal distances from each other, and none 
seemed to interfere with the order, beauty, and 
regularity of its neighbour. The soil between them 
was covered with a soft green turf, which rendered 
the whole view remarkably pleasant. It was over 
this delightful landscape that we travelled — ^the morn- 
ing was cooled by a refreshing south-east wind* and 
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we were both on ^ood terms with ourselves, and 
gratified by every thing around us. At length we came 
in sight of numerous herds of fine cattle, attended 
by Uttie boys, and shortly after we arrived at a 
clean and neat Faliitah village, whose inhabitants 
were employed in feeding calves, and other occupa- 
tions connected with an African farm. , We then 
crossed a small stream, and entered a town of pro- 
digious extent, called B^hoa, which is fortified with 
a triple wall and moats. Without being exposed to 
the customary tiresome formalities, we were imme- 
diately conducted, to the residence of the governor* 
The usual conversation passed between us, and after 
we had returned to our hut, a buUock was sent us, 
with yams, bansmas, and a huge calabash of new 
milk, which did not contain less than six gallpns; 
and our people sat down to enjoy themselves in .per- 
fect good-humour. 

In the aftei^oon a message was delivered to us, 
signifying that tiie governor^ ** head minister** would 
be very glad to see us, and would thank us to visit 
him in the course of the day. But having experi- 
enced a relapse, my sufierings were such as to pre- 
vent my leaving the hut, and my brother was there- 
fore obliged to go alone. He afterward informed 
me that a pleasant walk of rather more than two 
miles conducted him to the habitation of the minis- 
ter, by whom he was very kindly received. The 
compliments of the day only were exchanged be- 
tween them ; and the numerous wives and large 
famHyr of the master of the house, who are on these 
occasions ^enerall^ exhibited to a stranger, having 
amply gratified their curiosity by an examination of 
his person, the interview terminated ; and he pres- 
ently returned to our abode, after promising to 
visit the minister again to-morrow. Bdhoo hes north- 
east of Acboro, and is built on the slope of a very 
gentle and fertile hill, at whose base flows a stream 
of milk-white water ; and behind which, on a rising 
ground, is the Fal&tah hamlet ahready mentioned 
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Its immeBM triple waQ is little short of twenty vy^ 
in trifcuit ; but besides huts and gardens, it encloses 
a vast nnsaber of acres of exceiWt meadow land, on 
which bullocks, sheep, and goats indiscriminately 
feed* 'Sy the hasty yiew obtained of it, the town is 
not much nnUke Kano ; but there is no large swamp 
like that which intersects the latter city. Bdho9 
was formerly the metropolis <^ Yairiba ; but about 
half a centmy ago, the reigning prince {Referring 
fhe pialn at Katunga, the seat of goreniraent was 
transferred there, since which time B6hoo has ma- 
terially declined in wealth, population, and oonse- 
<{uence, although it is still considered a place of great 
importance, and the second town in the kingdcnn. 
It IS bounded on all sides by hills of gradual ascent, 
which are prettily wooded, and commands an exten* 
sire horizon, llie land in ^e vicinity of the town 
presents a most inviting appearance, by no means 
m^rior to any part of England in the most favour- 
i^le season oi the year. Tt seemft to be duly appre- 
ciated by the FaUtahs^ so great a number of whom 
reside with their flocks in different parts, that ih» 
minister candidly declared heeoidd not inform us of 
their amount. These foreieners seU their milk, but- 
ter, and t;heesis in the maiket at a reasonable rate. 
The latter is made into little caikes of about an inch 
square, and when fried in butter is very palatable* 
It is of the consistence and appearance of the white 
of an egg boiled hard. 

I have been very ill all the evening with fever 
accompanied by excruciating pains in the bowels, 
but my cnirits are cheeiM, and 1 hope soon to re- 
cover. We are thaidcful that we have not been both 
thus afflicted at the same time. As soon as one of 
Us has in a measure regained his strength, his asnst- 
anee has been required to minister to the wants of 
the otfaer% 

WedTiesday, May 6th,^-'^greeMy to the promise 
my brother mada 'yesterday, he len me to the cars 



BOHOO. 149 

of Pascoe and his wife this morniiig, and hastened 
to pay his respects to the chiefs head-man or minister* 
as he is called. It appears that this man has been 
placed in his present situation by the Kiog of Katunga 
as a kind of spy on the actions of the governor, who 
can do nothing of a public nature without in the first 
place consultmg him and obtaining his consent to 
the measure. Yet he conducts himself so well in 
his disagreeable office, that he has won the good-will, 
not only of the governor of the town, but also of its 
inhabitants. A kind of rivalry exists between the 
minister and his master ; but then it is a rivalry in good 
and not in bad actions. Hearing that the governor 
had given us a bullock, and something besides, he 
presented my brother with a similar one, and a large 
calabash oipUto (countiy beer), which he distributed 
among those who had accom|)anied him. A bottle 
of honey completed the hst of presents, and they 
were forthwith forwarded to our habitation, but my 
brother remained a considerable time afterward with 
the chief. He was filled with amazement at the 
formation and ticking of my brother^s watch, which 
he gazed on and listened to with- transport ; his spurs 
also excited his eager curiosity, ana he examined 
them with the minutest attention. He hoped, he 
said, that God would bless us both, and that we had 
his best wishes for our safety. He remarked, further, 
that white men worshipped the Great God alone, — 
and so did black men also ;' and that every blessing 
of life was derived from that source. 

On my brother^s return I was very ill ; I had been 
so faint and sick during his absence, that my recovery 
seemed doubtful, but a few hours afterward I became 
better. In the afternoon I sent to the governor and 
his minister, who had behaved so handsomely to us, 
three yards of fine red cloth, a common looking-glass* 
tobacco-pipe, a pair of scissors, snuff-bo^, and a large 
clasp-kmfe. The tobacco-pipe was much admir^, 
bat the red cloth was most valued) with the whole« 



ISO BOKdO. 

bowever, tkey w'ete both perfeetly well pleased, an^ 
were extravagaBt in expressions of gratitude. One 
of the bullocks was slaughtered this morning, and 
about two^tbirds of it distributed by the govemdr 
and his chief man to the poor of the town; the 
remainder of the carcass was divided equally among 
our attendants, who are ih no hurry to leave the 
piaee while their present unusually good fare is to 
be had* 

Last evening two female acquaintances, who had 
been separated from each other for a short time only, 
met in the yard adjoining ours, wherein one of them 
constantbr resides. Tiie women burst into tears 
directly they saw each other, and cried loud enough 
to be heard distinctly by us during the whole of the 
night; nor did they cease giving vent to their feel* 
ings till some lime after sunrise this morning. 

. Thursday May OM.— 'We were visited thie morning 
by a party of Falitahs of both sexes. They differ but 
UtUe either in colour or feature from the original na^ 
tives of the soil. In dress and omamefits^ how^velr, 
there is a slight distinction between them. They dis* 
l^ay more taste in their apparel, and wear a greater 
number of ornaments round the neck and wrists : they 
pay greater attention also to their hair, which the wo* 
men i^ait with astcmiBhing ingenuity. Like that of the 
yojung woman we. met at Jenna, their heads e^xactly 
resemble a dragoon^s helmet The hair is much 
longer, of course^ than that of the negro, which ena« 
Ues the Falltahs to weave it on both sides of the 
head into a kind of ^twcie, whieh« passing over each 
eheek, is tied under the chin. Another company of 
Falitahs came to ms in the evening, for they had 
never beheld a white man, and curiosity had led them 
to our habitation. They brousht us a present of a 
littiie i^hiek milk, which they begged us to accept, 
and then went away highly gratified with the inter- 
view. The behaviour of the whole of l^em was 
AjLtremeiy retired and respeotftil; aotiunr \b o«r 
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peraons exeited their pierriment; on the eontraiy, 
they seemed sflently to ateire otnr dress and com* 
plexion; and haling looked well at us from a little 
distance, seemed grateful for.the treat. The kind- 
ness and generosj^ of the governor of B6hoo con- 
tinues unabated : instead of diminishing, it seems to 
strengthen; he literally inundates us with milk, and 
he is equally lavish with other things. 

Friday, May Ith, — ^After we had retired to rest last 
night, a FaUitah woman came to our dwelling, bring- 
ing with her a quantity of eggs Of the Guinea-hen, 
and a large bowl of nulk freSi from the cow, as a 
return for a few needles we had given her in the 
afternoon. We relate this little circumstance simply 
to show the difterence between the Fal^tahs and the 
Yarribeans, in point of gratitude for favours they 
may have received. The latter are very seldom 
thankful, and never acknowledge gratitude' as a vir- 
tue ; the indifference, unconcern^ and even contempt 
which they often evince on receiving our presents 
is a proof of this; — and, with very few exceptions, 
we never observed a Yaoribean to be sincerely 
thankful for any thing. 

In the morning I was «ble to sit on horseback; 
and as we were setting off, the governor came out to 
wish us farewell, and to present us with two thousand 
cowries for the purpose of assisting us on our jour- 
ney. We have said that' B6hoo is about twenty 
mues in circumference— perhaps we guessed con- 
siderably within bounds; tot as we rode out of the 
city, we were astonished at its vast extent. Two 
hours after leaving B6hoo, we passed through an 
agreeable, thinly ixmabited village, called Maloo ; and 
in somewhat less than an hour afier, arrived at 
Jaguta, which is a large and compact town, fortified 
by a neater and more substantially-built wall than 
any we have yet seen. 

Jaguta lies E.S.E. of B6hoo, from whidi it is dis* 
lautf M neaiiy «b we can guess, from C«relVB to 
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thirteen miles. In the course of the journey we met 
a p^ty of NanlBe traders from Coulfo, with asses 
carrying trona for the Gonja market.- Among them 
were two women, very neatly clad in their native 
costume, with clean white tolies outside their lOther 
apparel, resembling as nearly as possible the chemise 
of European ladies. These asses were the first 
beasts we had observed employed in carrying bur- 
dens, for hitherto people of both sexes and of all 
agesy^especially women and female children, have 
performed these laborious duties. 

The governor of JagQta came to apologize, in the 
evening, for not having attended us the greater part 
of the day, pn the plea that he had been engaged in 
the country with his people, in making a fetish for 
the prosperity of the King of Katunga. The return 
of the governor and his procession to the town was 
announced by a flourish of drumsrfifes, &e^ with the 
usual accompaniments of singing and dancing. The 
musicians are now performing before him in a yard 
which is next to ours. It is between ten and ^even 
P.M. ; and it is likely that our ears will be stunned 
by a combination of the most barbarous sounds in 
the world for the remainder of the night. It is well 
that I am so far recovered as not to care about it, or 
this abominable din would drive me to distraction. 
We are daily assured that the path is rendered 
exceedingly dangerous by banditti ; and the governor 
of this place has been endeavouring, with a good 
d^ai of earnestness, to persuade us that our goods 
win not be respected by them. It will scarcdy be 
believed, however, that this universal dread originates 
from a. few Borgoo desperadoes, who, although only 
armed with powder and a few broken muskets, can 
put a whole legion of the timid natives to ffight. 
The inhabitants of the town have been flring repeat- 
edly this evening, to deter this formidable foe from 
•calijig their waU and taking possession of their town. 

Saturday^ May. Bth, — Last night and the preceding 
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one, we were visited by tknnder-atomn, which did 
not, however, annoy us. The natives as usual impute 
the seasonable wester to oinr agency alone ; and in 
consequence, onr arrival at many places has been 
hailed with transport, as the most fortunate thinff 
that could have happened. It is astoiushing to find 
how extremely partial the rains have been here. In 
some districts the ground for this month past has 
been literally drenched, while m others, only a few 
miles distant from them, v^petation has been sufifer- 
ing from a want of water. 

ExtriBordinary preparations were made by the 
governor of Jagtlta to ensure' our safety on the 
dreaded pathway ; and a horseman, armed with a 
aword and spear, in company with four foot ooldiers, 
who were equipped with bows and several huge 
onivers iiill of arrows, were in raadiness to offer us 
their protection this morning. The horseman pre* 
ceded our party, and played off a variety of antics to 
<mr great anmsement. He seemed not a little satis- 
fied with fatmiself ; he flourished his naked sword 
over his head; brandished his spear; made his horse 
curvet, and bound, auad gallop alternately; and his 
dress being extremely grotesque, besides being 0\d 
and torn, gave him an appearsLnce not unlike that of 
a bundle of rags flying through the uf. But with all 
ihis display of activity and heroism, the man would 
have fled with terror from his own shadow by moon« 
light; and we really regretted that a few defenceless 
women were the only individuals that crossed our 
path to put his courage to the test, the formidable 
** war-mfen" being elsewhere. 

Our jqurney to-day has been vexatioudy short, not 
having exceeded four miles ; and it is litterly beyond 
our power to persuade the superstitious natives, who 
conform only to iheii fetish m these matters, that 
the robbers would be afraid to think of attacking 
white men* The town at which we are now halting 
is cailod SheOf imd ii de&nded by a walL It poo* 
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868868 a num6roiis population, if we may be allowed 
to form an opinion from the vast number of individuals 
that gathered around us immediately on our entrance 
through the gateway. A stranger, however, cannot 
give any thinff. like a correct estimate of the popula- 
tion' of any ixmabited place in this part of Africa for 
as he can only judge of it by the number of court- 
yards a town or village may contain, and as in one 
courtyard there may be residing at least a hundred 
people, and in the one next to it perhaps not more 
than six or seven, the difficulty will oe immediately 
perceived. Generally spesddng, the description of one 
town in Yarriba would answer for the whole. Clean- 
liness and order may contribute to the superiority of 
one place over another, which may likewise have the 
advantages of a rich 8oil, a pleasant neighbourhood, 
and be ornamented with fine spreading and shad^ 
trees, but the form of the houses and squares is 
everywhere the same : irregular and badly built clay 
walls, ragged-looking thatched roofs, and floors of 
mud polished with cow-dung, form the habitations 
of the chief part of the natives of Yarriba, compared 
to most of which a common English barn is a palace. 
The only difference between the residence of a chief 
and those of his subjects lies in the number and not 
in the superiority of his courtyards ; and these are 
for the most part tenanted by women and slaves, 
together with flocks of sheep and goats, and abun- 
dance of pigs and poultry- mixed together indis- 
criminately. 

Yesterday we crossed two small rivers, and to-day 
passed over a larger one, which were all flowing from 
north to south* Shea lies four miles E. by S. of JagQta* 
The governor of the town has presented us with a 
pig, and a quantity of country beer, and we have also 
received little presents of provisions from a few of 
the people. , ' 

Sunday, May 9^A. — ^We agreed, rather reluctantly, 
to witness an exhibition of tomblingv frc, this monv* 
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hug, previous to qaittiiig the town, and while we 
were on horsebacK. This detained us a little ; but 
as soon as it was over, we were escorted out of 
the town by beat of drum, preceded by an armed 
horseman and an unarmed drummer, aind continued 
our journey followed by a multitude of the inhabit- 
ants. We passed through a very large Walled town 
called Esdlay, about six miles from Shea ; but its 
wall is dilapidated, and the habitations of the people 
in ruins, and almost all deserted. This town, which 
was not long since well inhabited, has been reduced 
to its present desolate and miserable state by the 
protection which its ruler granted to an infamous 
robber, whose continued assaults on defenceless 
travellers, and his cruelty to them, at length at- 
tracted the notice of the King of Katunga. But 
previous to this, the inhabitants of another town not 
far off, many of whom had at different times suffered 
from his bold attacks, called in a number of Borgoo 
men, who bore no better reputation for honesty 
than the robber himself, and resolved to attempt 
the capture of the ruffian in his stronghold, with- 
out otlier assistance. Their efforts, however, were 
unavailing. The governor, intrenched in his walled 
town, and supported by his people, sheltered the mis 
creant, and compelled his enemies to raise the siege 
About this time a messenger arrived at Esalay from 
the King of Katunga, with commands for the gov- 
emor to deliver up the robber to punishment ; but 
instead of obeying them, he privately warned the 
man of his danger, who took immediate advantage 
of it, and made his escape to Nouffie. The gov- 
ernor was suspected of aiding the escape of the 
robber ; and a second messenger soon after arrived 
from Katunga, with ojrders for the guilty chief either 
to pay a fine to the king of 120^000' cowries, or put 
a period to his existence by taking poison. Neither, 
of these commands suiting the inclination of the 
govemor of Esalay, he appointed a deputy, and pn 



vatdy fled to the neighbowmg town oi Sliea« tbenf 
to await the final determination of his enraged so¥e* 
reign. We saw him at th^ latter town yesterdayt 
dressed in a fanciMly-made tobe, on which a great 
number of Arab cnaraeters were stitched. He 
walked about at perfect liberty, and did not seem to 
take his condition much to heart. The inhabitants 
of Esalay, finding that their ruler had deserted them, 
that they were threatened by the King of Katunga, 
and that the Borgoo men, imboldened by the en« 
couragement they received from that monarch, were 
also lurking about the neighbourhood, and ready to 
do them any mischief, took the alarm, and imitatiBg 
the example of their chief; most of them desertea 
their huts, and scattered themselves among the dif-* 
ferent towns and villages in the neighbourhood. 
Very few. people now reside at Esalay; and this 
town, lately so populous and flourishmg, is little 
better than a heap of ruins^ 

After we had passed through Esalay, we crossed 
a large morass ^nd three rivers, which intersected 
the road-way. The croaking from a nuiltitude of 
frogs which they contained, in addition to the noise: 
of our drum, produced so aniniating an effect on our 
carriers, that they ]ran along with theic burdens 
doubly as quick as they did before, We then arrived 
at an open village called OkisM<h where we halted 
for two hours, imder the shadow of a large tree, U» 
allow some of our men, who had been loitering, 
behind, to rejoin us, after which we again set £(mp- 
ward, and did not stop till we arrived at the Iarg« 
and handsome walled town of AtoopOf which th9 
late Captain Clapperton passed through in^ the la»t 
expedition. During our ride, we observed 'a rai^' 
of wooded hills running from N.N.E. to S»S.W.j| 
and passed through a wilderness of stunted treesn 
which was reUeved at intervals by patches of cuiti* 
raAed land; but there is not so much cultivation aeh 
OM might expect to ia4 Be«r thecapitalof 
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4tooiMi ifl about twenty miles N. by E. of Sheth th« 
town in wbich we slept last nightl 

Monday^ May IQth, — ^Armed guides are no lonp^ei 
considered necessary'; and we set out this morning 
only with our Bad%ry and Jenna messengers and 
interpreters. On going out of Atoopa, we crossed 
a river which flowed by the foot of that town, where 
our carriers overtook us, and we travelled on 
together. The country through which the path lies 
18 uncommonly fine ; it ii^partially cultivated, abound- 
ing in wood and water, and appeared^ by the num- 
ber of villages which is scattered oyer its surface, 
to be very populous. As we rode along, a plac^ 
was pointed out to us, where a murder had been 
committed about seven years ago on the person of 
a young man. He fell a victim to a party of Bor- 
goo scoundrels, for refusing to give up his compan- 
ion to them, a young girl, to whom he was shortly 
to be married. They at first endeavoured to obtain 
her from him by fair means; but he obstinately 
refused to accede, to their request, and contrived to 
keep the marauders at bay tiil the young woman had 
mad^ her escape, whett he also ran for his life. He 
was closely pursued by them, and pierced by the 
number of arrows which they shot at him, he at 
length feu down and died in the path, after having 
run more than a mile from the place where the first 
arrow had struck him. By the care with which thi» 
story is -treasured up in theii^ memories, and the 
earnestness and borror with which it is related, we. 
are inclined to believe; that although there is so 
great a fuss about the Borgoo robbers, and so mani- 
fest a dread of them, a murder on the highway i$ 
of very rare occurrence. When this crime is per- 
petrated, the whole nation seems to be terrpr-strucky 
and the people rise up in arms as if a public enemy 
were devastating their country, and slaughtering its 
inhabitants without mercy, lliie i»the only inst^ce 
we have he^d of a yoang mao entftrtanung a sticong 

Vol. I.- 
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attachment for a female. Marriage is celebrated by 
the* natives as unconcernedly as possible; a man 
thinks as little of taking a wife as of cutting an ear 
of corn — affection is altogether out of the question. 

A village in ruins, and a small town called Ndnuh 
where we. halted for a short time, were the only 
inhabited places we passed through during the day* 
till our entrance into the town of Leogu€idda, which is 
surrounded b^ a double wall, and in which we intend 
to pass the night. The goyemor happened to be in 
his garden oil our arrival, so that we were corn* 
pletely wearied with waiting for him ; but as he did 
not make his appearance, we ourselves found out a 
convenient and comfortable hut, and though we were 
assailed by a volley of abuse from this mouths of half 
a dozen women, we succeeded in sending them 
away, and we now remain in tranquil possession of 
our quarters. In the centre of our yard is a cir« 
cular enclosure without a roof, within which is an 
alligator, that has been confined there seven years* 
This voracious animal is fed with rats only, and he 
generally devours five a day. One of the inhabit* 
ants, perceiving that I was rather inquisitive, volun* 
teered to go to a river in the vicinity of the town^ 
and to return in a few minutes with as many young 
crocodiles as I might wish forf but as I bad no 
opportunity of conve3rihg animals of this descrip 
tion through the country, I declined the man's offer 
The inhabitants of Leoguadda, having probably, no 
vegetable poison, make use of the venom of snakes 
on the tips of their arrows. The he»ds of those 
serpents from which they extract this deadly sub- 
stanpe are exposed on the sticks which are thrust 
into the inside of the thatch of their dwelling as a 
kind of trophy. 

Leoffuadda is almost surrounded by rugged hills, 
formed by loose blocks of granite ; these, added to 
a <]uanti^ of tall trees, always gredtf and growing 
"within toe walls, render the town inconceivably 
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pleasant and romiontic. Immense tracts of land are 
cultivated in the vicinity of the town, ivith corpt 
yams, &c., and abundance of swine, poultry, goats, 
and sheen are bred by its inhabitants. Formerlyy 
also, herds of cattle were to be seen in the 
meadows; but they belonged to Falitahs, who, we 
were told, fled from Leoguadd^ some time since to 
join their countrymen at AJdrie. 

Tuesday^ May llth. — ^We left Leoguadda early in 
the morning, and about the middle of the forenoon 
reached a walled town of some extent, called Eetchd* 
The place is of importance on account of a large 
weekly market which is held in it. Eetch6 has 
recently been more than half consumed by fire, and 
will not, it is supposed, regain its former condition 
fbr some time. Like most large trading towns, it 
is in pa unsettled and filthy a state as^can be con- 
ceived. This day's journey has been highly agree- 
able ; the path lay through a' beautiful country, 
varied in many places by hills of coarse granite, 
which are formed of large single blocks, heaped on 
each other. Trees and shrubs of a beautiful green 
were growing from their intersticesy^and almost hid 
the masses of stone from view. 

The governor of Eetch6 welcomed us to his town 
. very civilly, but his kindness as yet has extended no 
further; and although in all probability he is as 
opulent as most chiefs on the road, yet he did not 
follow their example in giving us provisions, but left 
us to procure them ourselves in thie best mani|ier we 
were able. About a stone's throw to the west of 
^the town is the main road to Botgoo, Nouffie* Hdussa^ 
Ydooriej &c., six hours' ride on which would take us 
out of Yarriba into the territories of the King Of 
Ki&ma. It is a general custom here, when any 
stranger of consequence approaches Katunga, to 
send a messenger before him for the purpose of in- 
forming the kmg of the circumstance ; and as we 
are considered in that Ujdit«one of our Jenna guides 
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win set oat for the above purpose to*morrOw, and 
we are told that we must remain here till Thursday 
morning, for an escort of soldiers, which will ble 
sent to meet us. We have no inclination for the 
honour, as it would expose us to a thousand little 
inconveniences, and we therefore intend to avoid it 
by leaving this place by moonlight. 

It will scarcely be believed, that not less than one 
hundred and sixty governors of towns and villa^s 
between this place and the seacoast, all belongmg 
to Yarriba, have died from natural causes, or have 
been slain in war, since I was last hef e ; and that, of 
the inhabited places through which we have passed^ 
not more than a half-dozen chiefs are alive at this 
moment who received and entertained me on my 
return to Bad^gry three years ago. 

Wednesday, May 12th. — ^We were visited last night 
by a tornado ; and it rained sO heavily this monanff 
that even if we had not been obliged to remain in 
Eetehd tooday, it would have been next to impossi* 
ble to have pursued our journey. The celebrated 
market of this place may be said to commence 
about midday, at which time thousands of buyers 
and sellers had assembled in a large open space in 
the heart of the town, presenting the most busy, 
bustling scene imaginaUe. To say nothing of the 
hum and clatter of such a multitude of barbarians^ 
the incessant exertions of a . horrid band of native 
musicians rendered our own voices inaudible. Peo- 
ple from Katunga and other toMnis of less import- 
ance flocked into Eetehd to attend the market to-day» 
which, we are informed, was nevertheless not so 
well attended as on former occasions ; the rain that 
had fallen, and the alleged danger which besets the 
path, having prevented many Siousands from leav* 
ing their own abodes. Coun^ cloth, indigo, pro- 
visions, &c. were offered for sale, but we observed 
nothing in the market deserving particular notice^ 
The townis to be weU guarded to-night, for fear of 
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Ite being attacked while we remain in it; and it i» 
given out that any one fotind loitering oiltside the 
%dUs after sunset will be seized without ceremony, 
and his effects taken from him^ A very ungallant 
custom prevails at £etch6, which is, that every 
woman who attends the market for the purpose of 
selling any article is obliged to pay a tax of ten 
cowries to the governor; while any individual of 
the other sex is allowed to enter the town and vend 
Ifis commodities publicly without paying any duty 
whatever. 

Thursday, May 13/^, — ^We arose at a very early 
hour thia morning to undertake the journey to Ka* 
tunga, which is rather long ; and we hoped not only 
to reaoh that city before the heat became oppres- 
sive, but also to avoid, if possible^ the escort which 
we had little doubt the king would send out to 
meet us. Yet, notwithstanding our most strenu- 
ous exertions, it was six oVlock before we were all 
ready to depart. The air was cooler than we have 
felt it since landing from the Clinker, the thermome- 
ter being as low as 71° in the shade. The natives 
appeared to feel this severity of the weather most 
keenly, for though they huddled themselves up in 
their wannest cotton dresses, they were yet shiver** 
ing with cold. Hundreds of people, and perhaps if 
I were to sdy' thousartds -the number >70uld not be 
overrated, preceded and followed jis on the path- 
way ; and as they wound through thick forests, 
along narrow roads, their blue and white clothing, 
contrasted with the deep green of the ancient trees, 

Produced an eminently pleasing effect. After a 
asty ride of two hours we came in sight of the 
town of Eefcholee, outside of which are numerous 
tree8,and underneath their widely^preading branches 
we observed various groups of people seiUed on the 
turf, taking refreshment. We joined then, partpok 
of a little com and water, which is our usual trav- 
elling &r% and then isenewed our journey in- good 

08 



m nCORT TO KATUNOA. 

spirits. But we had not proceeded a g^reat wayt 
when the escort about whicn we had been so uneasy 
was descried at a distance, and approaching us at a 
lapid pace, joined the partjr in a veij few minutes. 
There was no^at reason, aller all, for our modesty 
fcO be oflfended either at the splendour or number of 
our retinue, for happily it consisted only of a few 
ragged individuals on foot, and eight on horseback ; 
with the latter was a single drummer, but the former 
could boast of having in their train men with whifr^ 
ties, drums, and trumpets. 

I sounded my bugle, at which the natives were 
astonished and pleased ; but a black trumpeter, jeal- 
ous of the performance, challenged a contest for the 
superiority of the respective instruments, which ter* 
minated in. the entire defeat of the African, who was 
hooted and laughed at by his companions for his 

E resumption, and gave up the trial in despair. He 
ung down his head, remained silent, looked ez« 
tremely silly, and did not Venture to put his horn to 
his mouth again till he imaged his companions had 
either overlooked, or in some measure fbrgotten his 
defeat. Ainong the instruments used on t& memo^ 
rable occasion was a piece of iron, in shape exactly 
resembling the bottom of a parlour fire-shovel. It 
'Was played on by a thick piece of wood, and pro- 
ducea sounds infinitely less harmonious than ^ mar« 
row-bones and cleavers." 

The leader of our escort was a strange-lookmg^ 
powerful fellow, and might very well serve the writer 
of a romance as the hero of his tale, in the charae-> 
ter of keeper of an enchanted castle, when fierce, 
scowling looks, terrific frowns, and a peculiarly wild 
expression of countenance are intended to be nahh 
rdUy described; for the man's stature was gigantic, 
his eyes large, keen, piercing, and ever iii motioft, 
his brdad nose squatted over both cheeks — ^his lips 
immensely large, exposing a fine set oi teetb ; the 
beard was l>laek« thick, and grisly, and GOTeriag iXk 
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the loirer part of his face, reached to his bosom; 
the famous Kue Beard was nothing to him ; and in 
Ifazin^ on his features one would almost be inclined 
to beUeve that all the most iniquitous and depraved 
passions of human natujre were centred in. his heart/ 
Yet with so unlovely and forbidding an appearance^ 
•the man is in reality as innocent and docile as a 
lamb. He wore on his head a small rush hat, in 
shape like a common earthenware pan inverted, or 
like the hats which are worn by the lower class of 
Chinese. His breast was enveloped in a coarse 
piece of blue cloth ; from his left shoulder hong a 
targe quiver of arrows ; and in his right hand he 
lield a bow, which he brandished like a lance ; . a 
short pair of trousers covered his thighs, and fantas- 
ticaUy-made leathern boots incased his feet and legs. 
His dun was of Jetty blackness, his Ibrehead high ; 
"but his tremendous beard, which was sUghtly tinged 
with g^y, contributed, perhape(more than any thing 
«l8e, to impart that wildness and fierceness to his 
looks whidh at first inspired us with a kind of dread 
-of our leader. 

Thus escorted we traveUed onwards ; and after a 
liasly ride of six hours from £etch6, beheld from a 
little eminence those black, naked hiUs of granite 
flt whose base lies the metropolis of Yarriba. About 
an hour afterward we entered the' gates of that ex* 
tensive city. As is the custom, we staid under a tree 
}ust inside the walls, till the king and his eunuchs 
were informed of our arrival, which having been 
dpiie,^er a wearisome delay, we rode to the resi- 
4eBce of Eho, the chief emiuch, who, next to the 
king, is the most influential man in the place. We 
found this personage, a ^ great, fat, round, oily 
man;'' airing himself under the verandah of his 
dwelling. Other eunuchs of similar appearance 
were ntting^ on the ground with him, and jomed him 
in irelcoming botti of us (but myself more especially) 
to Katunga, with every appearance of smcerity, 
hs«tfairtia> tnd (oo4-wilL jAconTersatioa, n0t««ffi« 
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denlly interestiiij^ or important to relate, here tooL 
place,— it lasted a long time ; and we then walked 
all together to the king^s house, which is at ihe dis- 
tance of half a mile from that of £bo. . 



CHAPTER IV. 

Satonga— Maosolaii, King of Katanga— Precaotioiia to avoid detMition 
by the ffing— ApiUhy ot the natives—Marketa of Katunga— Delayed 
by neigbboming war-<Caa|oni relating to pres^nta— Rnerre of tho 
people concerning their coontry— Their general character— P ro g r o a i 
of the Fal&tahs— -Preparations for departure by a new route— Farewell 
-Vint to the King. 

Information of our coming had been previously 
sent to the monarch, and we waited with much pa- 
tience for a considerable period till he had put on 
his robes of state. Meantime, to amuse us and be- 
guile the hour away, the head drummer and his as- 
sistants, with the most benevolent intention, com- 
menced a concert of the most bewitching melody ; 
and long drums, kettle drums, and horns were played 
with little intermission till Mansolah made his ap- 
pearance, when all noises were suddenly hushed, 
and we were desired to draw nearer to pay our re- 
spects to his majesty. We did so after the English 
manner, much to the entertainment and diversion of 
the. king, who endeavoured to imitate us, but it was 
easy to perceive that he is but a novice in the Eu- 
ropean mode of salutation, bowing and shaking 
handn. We have no doubt that it was owing to the 
rusticity and awkwardness of our address that Man* 
solah^s risible faculties were so strongly excited; 
but he laughed so long and heartily, and' his wives 
and eunuchs^ and subjects of all sorts, joined him 
with such good-will, and such power of lungs, that 
vre were constrained to unite our voices to the gen- 
eral burst of kindly feeling, although i^ we had been 
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viMi the cause of mich jollity and obstreperous 
mirth, we should have been at a loss for an an« 
swen 

Mansolah's headpiece was something like a bish- 
op's mitre, profusely ornamented with brings of 
coral, one of which answered the purpose of a rib- 
and, for it was tied under the chin, to preTent the 
cap from being blown off. His tobe was of green, 
silk, crimson silk damask, and green silk Tctlvet, 
which were all sewn together like pieces of patch- 
work. He wore English cotton stockings, and neat 
leathern sandals of native workmanship. A large 
piece of superfine light blue cloth, given the chief 
by the late Captain Clapperton, be used for a carpet. 
The eunuchs, and other individuals who were pres- 
ent at the interview, prostrated themselves before 
their prince, agreeably to the custom of the country, 
and rubbed their heads with earth two separate 
times, retreating at some distance to perform this 
humiliating and degrading ceremony, and then draw- 
ing near the royaS person, to lie again with their 
faces in the dust. They saluted the ground also 
near which he was sitting, by kissing it fervently 
and repeatedly, and by placing each cheek on it. 
Then, slnd not till then, with their heads, and faces, 
and lips, and brents stained with the damp red soil, 
which still clung to them, they were allowed to seat 
themselves near their monarch, and to join in the 
conversation. Two or three of the inferior eunuchs, 
not satisfied with this servile prostration, began to 
sport and roll themselves about on the ground ; but 
this could not be efiected without immense labour 
and difficulty, and panting and straining, for, like^ 
Sir John Falstaff, they couM be compared to nothing 
so appropriately as huge hills of flesh. There they 
lay wallowing in the mire, like immense turtles 
floundering in the sea, till Ebo desired them to rise. 
We observed among the individuals present a veiy 
considerable number of bald-headed old men, thei? 
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hair, or nttfaer wool, baving^ moat likely been nibbed 
off by repeated apjdicatioiifi of eaitb, sand, gravel, 
filth, or whatever else maybe at hand, when the 
pdnce happens to make his appearance. 

The conference having ended, a kid, a calabash of 
taffas, and two thousand cowries in money were 
presented to ns ; and, cheered by a flourish of music^ 
we laughed in concert, and shook hands with the 
king, and walked away towards our own dwelling 
which had been repaired and thoroughly deaned out 
for our sole use. Here we lay down to repose our 
aching limbs. In the evening the king returned our 
visit, and immediately took a fancy to my brother's 
bugle horn, which was readily given him. He was 
vastly pleased with the present, and by smiles and 
words, returned us many thanks for it ; said that he 
was quite delighted ; and that it made his heart glad 
to see us; hoped we should make ourselves com* 
fortable while we remained in Katnnga; shook 
hands; made a bow, and '* smiling in heart and soul 
content,'' the sovereign departed, followed by a suite 
of wives, eunuchs, a^ other attendants. The prem- 
ises we occupy are the property of Ebo, who has, 
we believe, done every thing in his power to render 
our stay as agreeable as possible ; they were for* 
merly occupied by Captain Clapperton. The yard 
adjoins his own, with which it communicates by a 
doorway without a door; so that it will enable us 
to have frequent opportunities of seeing hi^ nume« 
rous unhappy wives, and a number of little boy's aiuL 
ffirls, who are his personal attendants. The eunuch 
has given us a vei^ fat sheep as a further token of 
his good-wilL 

Friday^ Mav 14/A.— Accompanied by Ebo, and the 
other unwieldy eunuchs, my brother took a present 
to the king this morning, which was pretty well re* 
ceived, Mansolah, out of compliment I suppose, re- 
marking that if we had not brought with us the value 
of a single cowry, we should luive been favourably 
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received at Katongav and well ^tertainedathis own 
cost* We had .previously sounded our friend Ebo 
on the subject of our journey to the Niger ; but he 
strongly advised us by no means even to hint such 
an intention to the king, whose suspicions, he assured 
lis, would immediately take the alarm, so that in- 
stead of being forwarded on our way thither, we 
should either be detained in the town for an indefi-' 
nite time, or sent back again to the coast. We 
therefore conceived it prudent to give him the fol- 
lowing statement only: — *'That the King of Eng- 
land, anxious to procure the restoration of certain 
papers which belonged to a countryman of ours who 
perished at Boossii about twenty years a^o, which 
papers were supposed to be in the possession of the 
sultan of Yaoorie, we had bee^ despatched hither by 
our sovereign, in the hope that the King of Katunga 
would forward us to tne latter state, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining them from the sultan of Yaoorie, 
and taking them back with us to England." Manso- 
lah displayed neither eager curiosity as to our oh- 
ject in coming to his country, nor surprise when we 
had informed him of it ; but very promptly observed, 
that in two days' time he would send a messenger 
to Ki(Lma, Wouwou, Booss^ and YiU)orie, to ac- 
quaint the rulers of those provinces of our inten-' 
Uon to pay them a visit; and* that on the man's re- 
turn we should have his permission to depart. Thi» 
was promised after my brother's repeated solicita-* 
tions and importunities tiiat' we should not be de- 
tained here longer than necessary, because, ini^ very 
short time, the violent rains will render the road to 
those countries impassable ; and in consequence we 
shall be unable to travel till the return of the dry 
season. 

It has been expressly and repeatedly told us, that 
fhe monarch of this empire is brotiier to the King of 
Benin ; .bu^ notwithstanding this near relationship ol 
the two sovereignsy not the shgbtest intercourse or 
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commimioatioii is maintained tetvreeii Yarriha and 
that power; so at least the inhabitants of this place 
have informed us ; and the reason they ascribe for 
it is, that the distance between the countries is too 
great Fhends and acquaintances are oftentimes 
called brothers in Yarriba ; and to make a distinction 
in the above instance, they assert that Mansolah and 
the King pf Benin ^ were of one father and one 
mother.** We interrogated Ebo on the subject, bat 
lie soon silenced our remarks by observing tli^t we 
were too inquisitive, or, to use hisownworas, ^ that 
we talked too much.^ We intend, after teavintf 
Yaoorie, to proceed direct to Guarie, the prince of 
which country will, no doubt, send us to Funda^ 
whence we must endeavour to discover the ter^ 
mination of the Niger, agreeably to our instructions^ 
Saturday, May Ibth. — ^Instead of the jarring noiser 
of women's tongues, which lias annoyed, and fol-^ 
lowed us at every stage of our joqmey from Bad^-- 
gry, we at length enjoy as much of composure, and 
tranquillity as we can well desire, for £bo*s wive» 
resimng at some distance from the part of our yard 
which we occupy, the shrill sounds of their voices 
are pleasant, contrasted with the former loud, dis^ 
cordant, and perpetual din which rang in our ears- 
from morning till night. Our male visiters, likewise 
are few and select, and do not remain with us any 
very considerable time together^ An order has been 
issued by the king, that if any impertinent individual 
troubles us at any time with his company when it is 
not desired, Ebo is at liberty to behead him ; and no 
one shall have the effrontery, says Mansolah, to tax 
the eunuch with injustice or cruelty in the perform- 
ance of his duties. This proclamation, if it may so 
be termed, has had the desired effect, for dreading 
the even-handed Ebo, who is public executioner as 
well as chief eunuch, the inhabitants of Katanga 
have hitherto repressed their cariosity, and hav« 
confined themselves to their own abodes. 



We have received a present of a sheep to-day 
from the ^ master of the horse,^ an eldetly person 
who possesses some influence over his master ; bat 
although his pompous title would lead one to infer 
that hm lof^ situation is highly responsible and imr 
portant, a few rough, ragged-looking ponies are the 
only *' horse" of which he has the superintendence. 

All seems quiet and peaceable in this large, dull 
city; and one cannot help feeling rather melancholy 
in wandering through streets ^dmost deserted, and 
over a vast extent of fertile land on which thei« is 
no human haJ^itation, and scarcely a living thing to 
animate or cheejr the prevailing solemnity. The 
walls of the town have been snfi^red to AiU into de* 
cay, and are now no better than a heap of dust and 
ruins ; and such unconcern and apathy pervade the 
minds of the monarch and his ministry, that the 
wandering and ambitious Fal&tah has penetrated into 
the very heart of the country, made himself master 
of two of its most impprtant and flourishing towns, 
with tittle, if any, opposition | and is gradually, but 
verv perceptibly, gaining on the lukewann natives 
of the soil, ai^d sapping tne foundations of the throne 
of Yarriba. The people cannot, surely, be fully 
aware of their own danger, or they never could l>e 
unconcerned spectators of events which are rapidly 
tending to root out their religion, customs, and in- 
stitutions, and totally annihilate them as a nati<». 
But since they have neither foresight, nor wisdom, 
nor resolution, to put themselves in a posture of de^ 
fence, and. make at least a show of resistance, when 
danger, real or imaginary, menaces them ; since nei* 
ther the love of country, which stimulates almost 
all nations to heroic achieveaMMtsin defence oi their 
just and natural rights, and dl that is truly dear to 
them in the world; and since neither aficSction lor 
their defenceless wives and unprotected offi^niiii^, 
nor love of self, can awaken a sizigle spark of douragis 
or patriotism in their bosoms^ ctti scare awiy tw 
Vol. I.— P 
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demon sloth from among them, or indace them to 
make a solitary exertion to save themselves and 
posterity from a foreign yoke : why, then they are 
surely unworthy to be called a people; they^teserve 
to be deprived of their effects, children, smd personal 
liberty, to have their habitual sloth and listlessness 
converted into ^labour and usefolness, in tilling, im* 
proving, and beautifying for strangers that soil 
which they have neither spirit nor inclinationto cul- 
tivate for themselves. 
' A market is held daily in different parts of Ka- 
tunga, but twice in the week it is much larger and 
better attended than on either of the other days. I 
visited one of the latter this morning, which is styled 
the ^ Queen's ntarket f but as it is shifted to another 
place towards evening, it is then called the ** King's 
market." The sellers were by far more numerous 
than the buyers ; and, on the whole, the articles ex- 
posed for sale by no means realized the expectations 
which we had formed of them. Among them we ob^ 
served three or four different kinds of corn ; beans, 
pease, and vegetables in abundance ; the mi-cadania 
Dutter ; ground or Guinea-nuts ; country cottonr cjloths, 
indigo, red clay, salt, and different varieties of pep^ 

ger ; besides trona, snuff and tobacco, knives,' barbs, 
ooks, and needles, the latter of the rudest native 
manufacture. There were also finger-rings of tin 
and lead ; and iron bracelets and armlets ; old shells, 
old bones, and other venerable things, which Eu- 
ropean antiquaries would gaze on with rapture ; be- 
sides native soap, little csfes of cheese and butter ; 
an English common blue plate,, a great variety of 
beads both of native and European raainufacture ; 
among the former of which we reco^ised the famous 
Affra bead, which at Cape Coast Caistle, Accra, and 
ower places, is sold for its weight in gold, and which 
has vaunly been attempted to be -imitated by the 
Italians and our own countrymen* Provisions also . 
were offeied for sate in abundance; and bemdes beef 
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ftnd mutton, which were made up into little round 
balls, weighing about an ounce and three-quarters 
each, and presented not the most delicate or tempt- 
ing appearance, we observed an immense quantity 
of rats, mice, and lizards, dressed and undressed, all 
having their skins 6n, and arranged in rows. 

I met with and purchased a very curious and sin- 
gular kind of stone in the market. The natircA> ia4 
foiled us that it was dug from the earth, in a coun- 
try called Iffie, which is stated to 4)0 " four moons' !• 
journey from K^tunga, where', according to their tra- 
dition, their first parents were created, and from 
whence all Africa has been peopled. Ignorant of 
mineralogy, as I * am of most other sciences, I am 
unacquainted with the nature and properties of the 
stone alluded to, and therefore I -grieve to say I am 
incapable of giving a scientific description of it. It 
consists of a variety of little transparent stones, 
white, green, and every shade of blue, all imbedded 
in a species of clayey eatth, resembling rough mo- 
saic work. 

. On my return from this visit, and since Writing the 
first part of to-day's journal, Ebo came to us with 
the news that a body of FalAiahs from Soccatoo had 
arrived at the Motissa, which is a river dividing Yar- 
riba from Borgoo, aiid th-^t they had attacked a 
town oh its borders, through which Our route hes. 

Therefore, continued Ebo, the Yioorie. messenger 
will. of necessity be compelled to wait heretiH au- 
thentic intelligence be received of the truth or false- 
hood of the rumour before he sets out on his mis- 
sion to Kidma ; this will take three days, at the end 
of which the fact will certainly transpire, and the 
man will immediately be despatched on his errand. 

It appears to us not a little strange, that the day 
after our arrival here the Falatahs should so oppor- 
tunely attempt the seizure of a town through whicH 
we are to pass^ and that information of the ap* 
proach of an enemy do greatly dreaded should not 
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haye reached fhis ptaee at an eailier period^ when 
news o[ no moment whatever flies through the 
oountiy with the swiftness of an arrow from a bow. 
We imagine that it is only a feint of Mansolah to 
detain us here longer than we desire, and until t^ie 
rains shall have rendered the road impracticabte. 
It is possible that we may be unjust in our suspicion ; 
but many circumstances appear to conflrm it. 

Sundojf, May 16/A. — ^As it is the Sabbath, we have 
confined ourselves to-day within doors, in order to 
employ it in the most proper manner that circum- 
stances permit. Ebo has visited us, under various 
pretences, several times' since morning; and has 
had the doorway which leads to the women's apart* 
ments cjlosed up with mortar; alleging as a reason, 
that he was convinced the curiosity of his women 
was troublesome to us. But the truth of the matter 
is, that he has been induced to block up the commu- 
nication from the yard under an apprehension that 
our attendants nnght interfere with his domestic 
arrangements, by prying into the secrets of his se- 
raglio. We have likewise been favoured with the 
comiMmy of several Haussa mallams, who, notwith- 
standing the irksome restraint to which they are 
subjected by the jealousy of the king and his people, 
are content to remain so far from their native coun- 
try, and reside among strangers and pagans as long 
as they Uve. Whether the priests have taken this 
4Btep purely from religious motives, or, which is the 
more likely reason of the two, that the^ have exiled 
themselves from their home and families, for the 
mere purpose of being enriched at the expense of the 
credulity and ignorance of the inhabitants, we have 
been unable to discover. At all events, the inten- 
tions of these missionaries are effectually concealed 
under a cloak of piety and devotion ; and thus thev 
are tolerated by the common consent of the monarch 
and his subjects. It rained incessantly for several 
hours this morning. 

Monday^ May 17^A.^Besides presents to the king 
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and his chief eunndi, it Is expected that something 
will be given to three "head-men,'' as they are styled, 
who advise with the prince and lead his soldiers to 
battle. Previous to visiting fheir habitations for this 
purpose, Ebo informed me that it was necessary to 
carry the intended presents for the inspetction of his 
master, that nothing might be given them bht such 
articles as would obtain his approbation and consent. 
This was accordingly done, and Mansolah saw no- 
thing objectionable in the goods which we have se- 
lect^. As evening drew near, I rode to the resi- 
dence of the head-men, by each of whom I was well 
received; and they accepted their presents with 
abundance of thanks. Their huts were larger ana 
more carefblly built, and their yards more commo- 
dious than even those of the king, — ^all kept in ex- 
cellent order, clean and neat. The head-men are in 
much more affluent circumstances than their neigh 
hours ; — ^theyhave numerous wives, and large flocks 
of sheep and goats, in which the wealth of the na 
tives principally consists. A goat and two< large 
pots of country beer were laid at my feet; and 
after expressing my acknowledgments I retumea 
home. 

We are of opinion that it would require a long 
residence in this country, and a perfect acquaintance 
with its language, to enable a foreigner to form a 
correct judgment of its laws, manners, customs, and 
institutions, as well as its religion and the form and 
nature of its government. €o innumerable are the 
mistakes which the smattering of ignorant native 
interpireters never fails to occasion, that we despair 
of getting much accurate information on any of these 
heads. We can only answer for what we see. Per- 
haps few despots sully their dignity by condescend- 
ing to consult the inclination of their subjects, in 
personally communicating to them their most pri- 
vate as well as public concerns. Yet the sovereign 
of Yarriba appesCrs to be so obliging as to make this 
> common practice. In return^ however, the people 

P2 



174 NATiFE nrm;nuTBu. 

aro expected and competted to satisfy tbe cariosity 
of their prince by adopting a similar uae of conduct 
towaidsiiiin ; and all the presents they receiire from 
strangers, how trifling soever they may be, are, in 
every instance, tid^en to his residence for inspecticm. 
Every thing; indeed, that relates to their personal 
interests, and all their domestic concerns, he listens 
to with the most patriarchal gravity. Thus our 
present to tiie king has been ej^bited to his Tpeopie 
two or three times ; £bo's also, and those of the 
head-men, have been shown to them as well as to' 
their sovereign. The common people were all 
anxious to know whether, among the other things 
they had received, we had given their king or his 
ministers any coral; and their curiosity was imme- 
diately gratified without hesitation or remark. If a 
stranger from a remote part of the empire wishes 
to visit Katunga, in order to pay his respecte to his 
sovereign, the chief or governor of every town 
through which he may happen to pass is obUged to 
furnish him with any number of carriers he may ^* 

?[uire ; and in this manner Ins goods are conveyed 
rom viUage to village, until he arrives at the capital. 
A similar indulgence is likewise ^tended to any 
governor who may have the hke object in view. 

The most laughable mistakes are frequently made 
here by one of our Bad^igrian me8sengers,-*-who acte 
also as interpreter, — ^as regards the gender and rela« 
tiouship of individuals, such as famer for mother, 
son for daughter, boy for girl, and vice vers/lt. He 
informed us to-day that a brother of his, who was 
the friend of £Hio, and resided with him, begged our 
permission to come to see us : of course we expected 
to see a gentleman of some consequence enter our 
yard; but to our surprise the brother proved to be an 
old shrivelled woman, neither more nor less than 
one of the ^inuch's wives. 

'jtuesdayf Af«y 18/&. — About three years ago* 
Adooley^ the Ba<1<gri«B chief, despatchea a masaeii- 
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ger with a valuable present to the King of Katiniga» 
requesting the latter to forward him on his journey 
to Benin, as he had some little business to transact 
with the sovereign of that state. The man, how- 
ever, purloining for his own use the principal part ' 
of the articles intrusted to him, delivered a bottle 
of rum onlv to Mansolah with a false message— 
and, instead of proceeding on his errand, took up his 
abode in one of the towns between this city and 
Baddgry* Adooley wondered at the silence and ex- 
traordinary delay of his messenger, and sent a man 
in our tram to the king, to ascertain what was be- 
come of him. The preceding answer has been rer 
turned, with the addition that Mansolah had made 
the man a present of fifteen sheep, and distinguished 
him in a very particular manner. Every one here 
appears uneasy at the very mention of Benin ; and 
though we have endeavoured by various indirect 
means to ascertain the nutnber of days' it would take 
a person td travel thither from Katunga, evasive or 
equivocating answers are the utmost we can obtain ; 
one of the people asserting that the journey might 
easily be accomplished in twelve days, and another 
declaring, a moment afterward, that it would occupy < 
a period of not less than four months. As to the 
reason of all Uiis jealous apprehension we have not 
been able exactly to make up our minds. These 
particular evasions might be considered as a punish- 
ment which the Yarribeans thought fit to inflict upon 
strangers when they evince more than usual cu- 
riosity for information respecting a rival and detested 
power. iBut, in truth, nothing seems to be a greater 
grievance to the natives than the answering of any 
questions which are put to them, be they never so 
familiar and unimporl^t. , They dislike, 4ay, abhor 
to do it ; and instead of satisfying the inquirer, they 
study to mislead him by falsehood or misrepresenta- 
tion. This strange aversion is entertained by the 
priace as well as by the meanest oi his subjects; 
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but rather than offend us, when we are unconsciously 
over-inquisitive about any little matter, Ebo answers 
for his monarch and companions by shaking hi& 
head, and saying, " Adt no questions." 

Katunga has l^ no means answered the expecta* 
tions we had been led to form of it, either as regards 
its prosperity, or the number of its inhabitants. The 
vast pdain also on which it stands, although exceedingly 
iine,yidds in verdure and fertility, and simple beauty 
of appearance, to the delightful coimtry surrounding 
the less celebrated city of B6hoo^ Its market is 
-tolerably well supplied with provisions, which are, 
however, exceedingly dear ; insomuch, that with the 
exception of disgustmg insects, reptiles, and vermin* 
the lower classes of the people are almost linac* 
^uainted wilji the taste of animal food. 

Owing to the efcort time we have been in the coun* 
try, which has been employed chiefly in travelling 
from town to town, the manners of the people have 
not sufficiently unfolded themselves to our observa- 
tion ; so that we are unable to speak of them with 
confidence i yet, the few opportunities we have had 
of studying their characters and dispositions induce 
us to believe that they are a simple; honest, inoffeni* 
sive, but weak, timid, and cowardly race. They 
eeem to have no social tenderness, very few of those 
ftiQiable private virtues which would win our affec- 
tion, and none of those puUic qualities that claim 
respect or eommand admiration. The love of coun- 
try is not strong enough in their bosoms to incite 
them to defend it against the irregular incursions of 
ft desjMcaMe foe^ and of the active energy, noble 
sentimeBts, and ^contempt of danger which distin- 
guish the North American tribes, and other^avages, 
no traces are to be found among this slothful people,. 
Regardless of the past as reckless of the fiiture the 
present alone influences their actions. In this re? 
spect they approach nearer to the nature of the brute 
S!f9B^ion .than perhaps any other people on the fac9 
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of the globe. Though the bare meBtion of an enemy 
makes the pusillanimous Mansolah and his unwarlike 
subjects tremble in every limb, they take no measures 
to prevent whole bands of strangers from locating in 
the finest provinces of the empire, much less do they 
think of expelling them after they have made those 
.provinces their own. To this unpardonable indifler« 
ence to the public interest, and neglect of all the rules 
of prudence and common sense, is owing the progress 
which the Faldtahs have made in gaining over to 
themselves a powerful party, consisting of Individ* 
uals from various nations in the interior, who had 
emigrated to this country ; and the great and uiy form 
success wluch has attended aU their ambitious pro^ 
jects. They are now effectually and firmly seated 
in the very centre of the kingdom j they have in- 
trenched themselves in strong walled towns; and 
have recently forced from Mansolah a declaration 
of their independence, while this negligent and im- 
becile monarch beholds them gnawing away the 
very sinews of his strength, without making the 
slightest exertion to apply a remedy to the e>41, or 
prevent their future aggrandizement. Besides Rdka^ 
which is peopled wholly by Falitahs, ^who have 
strengthened it amazingly, and rendered' it exceed- 
ingly populous, another town of prodigious size has 
lately sprung into being, which already far surpasses 
Katunga in wealth, population,* and extent It was 
at. first resorted to by a party of FaUttahs, who 
named it AUrie^ and encouraged all the slaves in the 
country to flee from the oppression of their masters, 
and Join their standard. They reminded the slaves 
of the constraint under which they laboured, and 
tempted th^m by an offer of freedom and protection 
and other promises of the most extravagant nature, 
to declare themselves independent of Yarriba. Ac-, 
cordingly, the discontented many miles round eagerly 
flocked to A16rie in considerable numbers^ where 
they were well received. This took place as far ba^ 
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88 foity y«ars, since which, other Faldtahg have 
Joined their countrymen from Soccatoo and Rabha 
and notwithstanding the wars (if mutual kidnapping 
deserves the name) in Which they have been engaged 
in the support and maintenance of their cause, Aiorie 
is become by far the largest and most flourishing 
eity in Yarriba, not even excepting the capital itself. 
It IS said to be two days' journey — that is, forty or 
fifty miles, in circumference, and to be fortified by a 
strong clay wail with .moats. The inhabitants have 
BOW vast herds and flocks, and upwards of three 
thousand horses; which last will appear a very 
eonsiderable number, when it is considered thai 
Katunga does not contain more than as many 
hundreds. The population of A16rie hais never 
been estimated* but it must be immense ; lately, it 
has been declared independent of Varribat and its 
inhabitants are permitted to trade with the natives 
of the country, on condition that Jio more Fal^tahs 
be suffered to enter its walls. It is governed by 
twelve rulers, each of a different nation, and all of 
equal power; the Fal&tah chief not having more in- 
fluence or greater sway than the others. Rdka is 
but one d€^s' journey north-east of Katunga ; and 
AUirie three days' journey to the south-west. The 
party of Fal&tahs which was reported to have taken 

S^ssession of a Yarriba town on tjie banks of the 
oussa are said to have abandoned it, and to have 
joined their countrymen in Raka. This intelligence 
has been brought hither by ' market people, ho one 
having been sent by the king to ascertain the number 
of the adventurers, or the object of their visit. 

Wednesdayy May •I9M.-^The king has sent us no- 
thing since the day of our arrival $ and the present 
then given was disgraceful in the extreme, as coming 
from the monarch of a large and mighty kingdom. 
His treatment of the late Captain Clapperton was 
»ltog[ethei the reverse of this : a bullock was sent 
I4m uamediately after the first interview, £u;}d a live 
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goat^ 6t something equivalents every day till his de* 
parture, which included a period little short of seven 
weeks. Nor, in other respects, has the conduct of 
Mansolah been such as to give us pleasure ;, but we 
can no otherwise account for this than by supposing 
our present to have fallen far short of his expecta* 
tions, and' so failed to awaken those good«natured 
qualities which were displayed at sight of the inft* 
nitely more valuable as well as showy one of Captain 
Glapperton. But whatever ma^r be the reason of it, 
certain it is that Mansolah and his subjects have seen 
quite enough of white men ; and that the rapturous 
exultation which glowed in the cheeks of the first 
European that visited this country on being gazed at, 
admiredr caressed, and almost worshipped as a god, 
^-joined to the delightful consciousness of his own 
unmeasurable superiority, will, in the present age at 
least, never be experienced by atiy other. Alas'! 
what a misfortune ! The eager curioaty of the na« 
tives has been glutted by satiety, — a European is 
shamefully considered no more than a man! and 
hereafter, without doubt, he will be treated entirely 
as shchj so that, on coming to this city, he must 
make up his mind to sigh a bitter farewell to goat's 
flesh and mutton, and familiarize his toalate to greater 
delicacies, such as lizards, rats, ana locusts, cater** 
pUlars, and other dainties, which the natives roast, 
l^rill, bake, and boil, and which he may wash down, 
if he pleases, with draughts of milk-*white Water, 
tiie only beverage it will be in his power to obtain. 
I was desired by a messenger this momin|p to visit 
the king at his residence, and on my arrival there, 
found a great number of people assembled together* 
The object of this summons was explained by Ebo, 
who said I had been sent for to see that the present 
he (the eunuch) had received should be 'shown to 
t^e people without any reservati<m whatever. It 
was accordingly spread out on the floor, together, 
with the king's* Even a bit of Cnglisli brown soapi 
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which we had just before given to Ebo, was exhibited 
along with the other things; for so great a degree 
of jealousy exists among the eunuchs and others 
arising from the apprehension that one might have 
received more than another, that Ebo himself, pow- 
erful as he is, would dread the effects of it on his 
own person, should he be found to have concealed a 
single thing. They all, in fact, endeavour to disarm 
censure by an appearance of openness and sincerity. 

Thursday^ May 20^A. — Last night, to our infinite 
surprise and pleasure, Ebo entered our yard in a 
ereat hurry, with the agreeable information that the 
king had consented to our departure on Friday 
morning, and that he would wish us to get our 
things in readiness by that time. So confident had 
we been that we should be unable to start hence for 
a month to come, at the shortest, that we not on^ 
sowed cress and onion-seed the day after our arrival, 
which are abready springing up, but had actually 
made up our minds to abide here during the con- 
tinuance of the rains. But now we are in hopes of 
reaching Y6oorie in twelve or fourteen days ; and 
intend to remain in that city a short time, before 
proceeding farther into the interior. ' The only 
drawback to our pleasure is the misfortune of hav- 
ing all our horses sick, which may seriously incon« 
venience us in our progress. 

The old route to Kiima is considered so danger- 
ous, that it is understood we are to be sent back :to 
Atoopa^ which is two long days* journey from this 
city, and thence proceed on a safer path; Al- 
though we now require but five men, besides our 
own, to carry the luggage, the king scruples and 
hesitates to supply ns even with these, and the 
youngest of our Jenna messengers has been 'nomi- 
nated to fill the place of one of them. We are told 
that it is on account of the vast number oT people 
that have emigrated from Katunga to R^ka and Al6ne 
tiiat a sufficient numberof carriers cannot be procured 
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tor us ; but in so large a place as this, where two* 
thirds of the population are slaves, this reason seems 
quite ridicuibus, and we suspect the real one is the 
same original sin — ^the humble characterof our pres- 
ent. The king, however, has promised to take his 
farewell of us to-morrow morning ; and, thank God ! 
our health is So far establisheathatwe hope soon to. 
accomplish the object of our undertaking, and return 
in Safety to old England. \ 

Friday^ May 2lsU — ^Instead of a visit from the kipg, 
which we were yesterday told he was to honour us 
with, we were requested this morning to repair to 
his residence. Accordingly, haying first saddled our 
horses and packed up the luggage, between six ^d 
seven o'clock, A. M, we w5ked together to the 
royal premises. On pur arrivad we were introduced, 
w;ithout any ceremony, into a private yard, wherein 
the king had been patiently waiting our '-coming for 
some time previously. He was rather plainly 
dressed in the costume of the country, — namely, a 
tobe, trousers, and sandals, with a cap very much 
resembling in shape those which were worn by 
elderly ladies in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and 
which ai^e still retained by some in the more remote 
parts of England. , On his right the eunuchs were 
reposing their huge limbs on the ground, with several 
of the elders of the people ; and his left was graced 
by a circle of his young wives, behind whom sat the 
widows of more than one of his predecessors, many 
of whom appeared aged.' A performer on a whistle 
was the only musician present, so that, during a very 
long interview, a little whistling now and then was 
the only amusement which the prince could afford 
us* A good deal of discussion ensued, and much 
serious whispering between the monarch and his 
wives, in the course of which both parties , qsitted 
the yard two or three times to hold a private con* 
ference, followed by the eunuchs with their hands 
clasped on iheir breasts. Mattsoiah at kngtlt 
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flcrapad together two thousajod cowries (about three 
shiUings and sixpence of our money), which he pre- 
sented to the four men that had accompanied us 
from Bad^igry and Jenna as messengers, guides, 
Ac.y to enable them to purchase provisions on their 
journey homeward. This sum had been collected 
from among the king's wives, each having con* 
tributed a portion, because their lord and master did 
not happen to be in a liberal mood. Poor souls! 
they possess scarcely the shadow of royalty, much 
less the substance ; the exterior forms of respect 
which they receive from the male portion of the 
people alone distinguishii^ them from their less illus« 
trious countrywomen. They are coitipelled to work 
in order to provide themselves food and clothing, 
and besides which part of the earnings is applied to 
the king's use. To effect these objects they are ne- 
cessitated to make long and painful journeys to dis- 
tant parts of the empire, for the purpose of trading. 
They have, however, the privilege of travelling from 
town to town without being subjected to the usual 
duty, and can command the . use of the governor's 
house wherever they go. The boasted industry of 
ancient queens and princesses in more classic re- 
gions sinks into nothkig when compared to the 
laborious life which is led by the female branch 
of the royal family of Yarriba. 

Mansolah, after some time, beckoned to us to draw 
near hiiUf for we were sitting at sqme distance on a 
bundle of sticks, and with a most benevolent smile 
playing upon his wrinkled features, he slowly and 
with great solemnity placed a goora-nut in the right 
hand of each of us, and then asked our names* 
^ Richard and John," we replied. <' Richard-ee and 
Johu-tfe," said the king, for he was- unable to pro- 
nounce our Christian names without affixing a vowel 
to the end of them, ** you may now sit down again.'' 
We 4)id 80, and remained in that posture till we were 
both completely wea;ried» whea we desired £bo to 



ask the king^s permission fdr us to go home to 
hrealdkst, which was granted without reluctance* 
So, having shaken hands heartily with the goo4 old 
man, and wished him a very long and happy reign, we 
hade him farewell for the last time, howed to the 
ladies, and returned with aU haste to our hut. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Beparture flrom Katanga— DiQculties with the Carriera^MuaiciaiM of 
Atoopa— Town of Keeahee— Curiosky ot the Natives— The TalAtah 
TownofA^ba— Character of its Inbabitanta— The Gtovenior of Keeah^ 
and hia Wift— Their Si^peratition— Leave Eeeahee—Bobbcors— Groaa 
the Mousaa— Change in the Country— Sacort fh>mthe Kingof Kiama 
-<- Arrival in that City. 

CoNsmsRABLE time elapsed before the carriers were 
ready to take up their loads, and much murmuring 
was occai»oned by their size and weight. We then 
left the city, and returned to Eetchd by the way we 
had come. One of our horses beoame so weak on 
the road, that he was unable to carry his rider (old 
Pasc^e), so that we were obliged to drive him along 
before us, which was a tiresome and unpleasant oc^* 
eupation. The journey from Katunga is long, and, 
owing to the ntggedness of the path, is very fati« 
guing-, and as we were much inadvance of theremain* 
der of the party, we halted at Eetcholee until thev 
joined us. Here we let our horses graze, partook 
of some beer and other refreshment; and sat down 
on the turf .to enjoy ourselves, for the day had been 
sultry and the heat oppressive, and our whole party 
were nearly exhausted. 

^ Saturday i Maf/'22di — ^The Katunga carriers all 
complained of pains in their limbs this mpming, and 
on renchingLeogtuidda, which lies midway between 
Eeloho and :^toopa, they placed their burdens on 
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tiie gnHmdy and, to a man, stoutiy refused to take 
them any farther till to-morrow. Oar own men 
«^y who were still .more heavily laden than they, 
had suffered so much from the long and irksome 
journey of yesterday, particularly Jowdie, who is 
the strongest and most athletic of them all, that we 
greatly feared they would have heen.taken seriously 
iU on the road. We therefore tightened their bur- 
dens, and distributed a portion of what we had taken 
out of them, into the boxes, &c., of their already 
overladen Katunga associates^ without, however, 
permitting the latter to khow any thing of the circum- 
stance. Among the carriers was a very httle man, 
called (rozherie (small man) on account of his dinun- 
ntive stature ; he was, notwithstanding, very muscu- 
lar, and possessed uncommon strength, activity, and 
vigour of body, and bore a package containing our 
tent, Ac, which, though veiy heavy, was yet by far 
the lightest load of the whole. Conceiving that 
corporal strength, rather1;han bulk or height^ should, 
in this case, bd taken into account, a bag of shot, 
weighing 28 lbs. was extracted from Jowdie's bur- 
den, and clandestinely added to his. llie little m^ 
trudged along merrily without dreaming of the fraud 
that had been practised on him, till we arrived within 
a short distance of Leoguadda, when, imagining that 
one end of the tent felt much heavier than the 
other, he was induced to tiJce it from his head, and 
presently discovered the cheat, for the bag having 
been thnist simply inside the covering, it could be 
seen without unlacing the package. He was much 
enraged at being thus deceived, and called his com- 
panions around nim to witness the fact, and said he 
was resolved to ][>roceed no farther than Leoguadda. 
He then succeeded in persuading them to follow his 
example, and thus a kind 6f combination was instantly 
formed against us. 

As is usual with us on entering a village, we rested 
a little while under a shady tree in Leoguadda, 
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and here we were presently sunounded by the mnjr* 
muring carriers, with th^ little man at their head* 
They were furious at first, and gave us to understand 
that they would go no fhrther, and were determined* 
let the consequence be what it might, to remain 
in the town all night. Leoguadda contained no ac- 
commodations whatever for us ; a storm seemed to 
be gathering over our heads; and Atoopa was the 
town in which the King of Katungahad advised ua 
to spend the night. We resolved, therefore, tq go 
on to that town, and strenuously endeavoured, by 
geiitle means, to bring over the carriers to our views ; 
but these failing,, we resorted to their own mode of 
argument, namely, fierce looks, violent action, vo- 
ciferous bawling, and expressive gesture, which in- 
timidated them so much, that they snatched up their 
burdens without saying a word, and ran away with 
alacrity and good-humour. These carrier^s are to 
accompany us as far as the frontier town of the king- 
dom; 

It is market-day at Atoopa, and -at a distance of 
some miles from the town the hum of human voices 
could be distinctly heard. Just after our arrival, a 
man of note, who is a public singer and dancer, stood 
before the door of our hut to entertain us with, a 
specimen of his abilities; and he entered with soi 
much warmth and agility into the spirit of his pro- 
fession, that his whimsical performance really afibrded 
us much diversion. The musician had two as- 
sistant drummers in his train, whose instruments 
were far from being unmusical, and likewise several 
other men, whose part was to keep time by clipping 
with their hands. The dancing was excellent of its 
kind, and resembled more the European style than 
any we had before seexf in the country. The sing- 
ing was equafiy good, the voices of me men being 
clear and agreeable ; they sang the responses, and 
Ukewise accompanied the chanting of their master 
mth their voices s indeed* they peifoimed their part 

Q2 
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of the entertainment to admiratioB. A faiaJAe (a 
smaller number than a gaffley) of merchants left 
il^oopa yesterday for Ki&ma, and it is likely that We 
stall overtal^e them at the next town. 

We omitted to mention in yesterday's journal, 
that to our infinite astonishment we saw a middle- 
aged woman sitting on the road-aide, the colour of 
whose skin was naturally as bright a red as a piece 
of our own scarlet cloth. We wer^ informed that 
she was in good health; but we wer^ in too great a 
hurry to ask her any questions, or take a< nearer 
¥ieW of her person ; indeed, our guide seemed much 
disinclined to go within a hundred yards of her. 
She Was a most singular-looking being. 

Sunday, May 2Zd, — Though our horses were this 
morning in a very weak condition, and all looked 
extremely sorrowlful, yet we quitted Atoopa at an 
early hour and in good spirits ; and jouri^eying in a 
westerly direction, in two hours' time we entered a 
lively little walled tovm, called Bumbian, Here we 
chsmounted, and took a slight refreshment of parched 
com and water, on the trunk of a 'fallen tree. 
Bumbum is a great thoroughfare for fatdkies of mer-^ 
chants, trading from Hkussa, Borgoo, and other 
countries, to Gonja ; and consequently a vast quan- 
tity of laild is cultivated in its vicinity with corn and 
yams, to supply them with provisions. On quitting 
this town, our course altered to N. W., and continued 
so^ill our arrival at the large and important town 
of Keeshee, which is on the frontiers of the kingdom, 
and distant from Atoopa only about twelve miles. 
It is surrounded by a double strong claiy wall, and is 
in an excellent situation, as a place of security from 
the attacks of an enemy. Before entering this place^ 
and at th^ distance of a mile from ii, we {)assed 
through a clean, extensive, aAd highly flourishing 
Taldtah village, called Acba, which, like most other 
places in Yaniba inhabited by Fal4tafas» is well 
stocked with sheep and cattle. 
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A governor of Keeshee died only ten days ago ; 
and we were well received by his successor, who is 
an elderly and respectable-looking man. Shortly 
after oar a^ival, he sent us a present of a fine young 
bullock, a quantity of yams, and more than a gallon 
of excellent strong beer. In the centre of the town 
there is a high stony hill, almost covered with trees 
of stunted growth, to which, in case of invasion by 
an enemy, the inhabitants fly for refuge. As soon 
as they have reached its summit, it is borne, say 
they, by a supernatural power beyond the clouds, 
where it remains till the danger is over. Some years 
have elapsed since this miracle last took place, yet 
the story is told with a serious belief of its truth, and 
with the njost amusing gravity. About a quarter of 
a mile to the north-east of this marvellous hill rises , 
another, which very much resem?)les it in shape and 
appearance ; but the latter is rather larger and higher, 
and overlooks the country for many miles round. 

A great number of emigrants from different coun- 
tries reside here : there are not a few from Borgoo, 
Nouffie, Hkussa, and Bornou, and two or three 
Tuarifcks, from the borders of the Great Desert. To 
the west' of the town is a picturesque hill of a gentle 
ascent, on which are several small hamlets. These 
hamlets have a rural and eminently beautiful appear- 
ance. In no town through which we have hitherto 
travelled have we seen so many fine tall men smd 
good-looking women, as at this place ; yet several 
individuals of both sexes are to be met with who 
have lost the sight of one eye, and others who have 
unseemly wens on the throat, as large as cocoartuts. 
We have likewise seen a cripple to-day for the first 
time, and a iFeraale dwarf whose height scstf cely ex- 
ceeds thirty inches, and whose appearance oespeaks 
her to be between thirty and forty years of age. 
Her head is disproportionably large to the size of 
her body; her features, like ner voice, are harsh,- 
masculine, and unpleasant in the extreme, it would 
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be ridunilcnis to be afraid of such a diminutive thing; 
yet there was an expression in her countenance so 
peculiarly repulsive, unwomanly, and hideous, that 
on her approaching our hut, I felt a very unusual 
and disagreeable sensation steal over me* Descrip- 
tions of an elf or a black dwarf in the ** Arabian 
Nights' Entertainments,** or modern European ro- 
mances, would serve well to portray the form and 
lineaments of this singular little being. 

This is a market-day here, and I took a walk this 
even^g ta the place where the market is held ; but 
the crowd that gathered round me was so grea^ as 
to compel me to return home much sooner than I 
had intended. If I h^pened to stand still even for 
a moment, the people pressed by thousands to get 
close to me; and if I attempted to go on, they turn* 
bled one over another to get out of my way, over- 
turned standings an4 calabashes, threw down their 
owners, and scattered their property about in all di- 
rections. Smiths welcomed me by clashing their 
iron tools against each other, and drummers by 
thumping violently upon one end of their instru- 
mehts< A few women and children ran from me in 
a fright; but the majority, less timid, approachod 
as near as they could to eaich a glimpse of the .first 
white man they had ever seen. . My appearance 
«eemed to interest them amazingly, for they tittered 
and wished me well, and turned about to titter again. 
On returning, the crowd became more dehse than 
ever^ and drove all before them like a torrent. Dogs, 
goats, sheep, and poultry were borne along against 
their wHl, which terrified them so much, that nothing 
could be heard but noises of the most lamentable 
description; children screamed, dogs yelled, sheep 
and godXfi bleated most piteously, and fowls .cackled 
and fluttered from amon^ the crowd. And haf^y 
indeed was I to shelter myself from all this uproar 
m our own yard, trhither the multitude dsured not 
follow. 
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The widows of the deceased chief of Keeshee 
daily set apart a portion of the twenty-four hours to 
cry for their bereavement, and pray to their gods. 
They began this evening in the same sad, mournful 
tone which is commonly heard on similar occasions, 
all over the country. We asked ^our interpreter 
why the women grieved so bitterly^ Me answered 
quickly, " What matter ? they laugh directly ;" so I 
suppose they cry from habit rather than from feel* 
ing; and that they can shed tears and, be merry in 
the same breath, whenever they please*. About 
seven o'clock this evening, we heard a public crier 
proclaiming with a loud voice, that should any on6 
be discovered straggling about the streets after'that 
hour, he would be seized and put to death. Many 
houses in the town have lately been set on fire by 
incendiaries, and this most likely has giv^i rise to 
the above precautionary measiure. 

Monday, May 24th. — We have been comi>elled to 
remain here to-day, through the governor's inability 
to procure us carriers for the luggage. The number 
of people who have visited us to-day has been so 
great, and their company so irksome, that we were 
perplexed 'for some time how to get rid of them 
without offence. One party in particular was so 
unpleasant, and they so seriously incommoded us, 
that we had recourse to the unusual expedient of 
smoking them off, by kindling a fire at the door 
of our hut, before which they were sitting. It suc- 
ceeded agreeably to our wishes. 

A company of women and girls from the Fal&tah 
village of Acbdj impelled by a ciiriosity so natural to 
their sex, came likewise to see us in the afternoon ; 
but their society, instead of being disagreeable, as 
the company of all our other visiters proved to be, 
was hailed by us with pleasure. For these females 
are so modest and so retiring, and evince so much 
native delicacy in their whole behaviour, that they 
excited in us the highest respect. Their personal 
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attntetions are no less winning. They have fine 
sparkling jetty eyes, with eyelashes dark and glossy 
as the raven's plume. Their features are agreeable* 
although their complexions are tawny. Their gen- 
eral form is elegant, th^ir hands small and delicate ; 
and the peculiar cleanliness of their persons, and 
neatness of dress added to these, rendered their so- 
ciety altogether as desi]:able as that of their neigh- 
bouts was disagreeable. 

The'Fal&tahs inhabiting Acba were^ all bom dnd 
bred in that town. Their ancestors settled in the 
country at so remote a pneriod, that, although we 
made inquiries respecting it, our questions were un- 
availing, and, in fact, not even a tradition has been 
preserved on the subject. These " children of the 
soil" lead a harmless, tranquil, and sober Ufe, which 
they never suffer passing events to disturb. They 
have no ambition to join their more restless and en- 
terprising countrymen who have made themselves 
masters of Aldrie and Raka, nor even to meddle in 
the private or public concerns of their near neigh- 
bours of Keeshee. Indeed they have kept them- 
selves apart and distinct from all ; they have retained 
Ihe language of their fathers and the simplicity of 
their manners, and their existence glides serenely 
and happily away, in the enjoyment of the domestic 
pleasures and social tenderness which are found in 
Civilized society, and which are imknown among 
their roving countrymen. They are on the best 
possible terms with their neighbours, like the Faid- 
tahs at B6hoo, and by them they are held in great 
respect. 

The governor of Keeshee is a Borgoo man, and 
boasts of being the bosom friend of Yarro, chief of 
Kidma ; but as the old man told us many wonderful 
stories of the number of towns under his sway, his 
amazing power, great influence, and the entire sub- 
Ijection in which Ws own j)eople were kept by his own 
good government, all of which we listened to with 
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patience^ we are inclined to' believe that the goyem- 
or*s pretensions are as hollow as they" are improba^ 
Ble* As to his government, he gave us a specimen 
of it by bawling to a group of children that had fol- 
lowed our steps into the yard to go about their bu- 
siness. But' every one in this country displays this 
ridiculous vanity; and in most of the towns we have 
visited, it was the first great care of their chiefs to 
impress on our minds an idea of their vast import- 
ance, which in many instances was refuted by their 
ragged tobes and squalid appearance. Yet, if their 
own, accounts are to be credited, their affluence and 
power are unbounded. To this vainglorious feeling 
they sacrifice truth, which in almost aU cases they 
highly reverence, and make themselves truly ridicU'^ 
lous by their absurdities. In our case, however, 
they had white men and strangers to deal with ; and, 
perhaps it is natural, among simple barbarians, to 
court admiration and applause, even though they em- 
ploy no other means than exaggeration and false- 
hood. After a deal of talking, much more indeed 
than we can now remember, the governor of Kee- 
she^ begged the. favour of a little rum and medicine 
to heal his foot, which is inclined to swell and give 
him pain ; and requested that, we would repair a gun 
which had been deprived of its stock by fire. He 
then sang us a ditty in praise of elephants and their 
teeth, in which he was assisted by his cana-beaieri 
and afterward took his leave. We have received 
little presents of goora-nuts, salt, honey, mi-K^dani^i 
butter, ^c, from several of the inhabitants of the 
town* It was new moon on Saturday, and from the 
rains which have since fallen, it is likely that hence- 
forth we shall have much wet weather. 

Tuesday f May ^bth. — Some mallamSf and others 
who wish to accompany ui^ t6 Ki4ma, whither they 
are going for the purposes of trade, persuaded the 
easy-minded governor last night toc defer getting us 
carriers till to-morroY» because, fcnrsootlH they 9X9 



IM KBEBREB. 

not prepared to travel to-day. We are therefore 
obliged to await the further pleasure of these influ- 
ential mercha^ts. Thus balked in our expectations, 
after our luggage had all been packed up for our 
starting, I eiideayoured to amuse myself early in 
the morning, by scrambling to the top of the high 
and steep hill which stands in the middle of the 
*own. In my progress I disturbed a tiger-cat from 
his retreat among the rocks, but was rewarded for 
my labour by a^ extensive and agreeable prospect 
from the summit of this mountain, which I found to 
consist of large blocks of white marble. The town, 
with its double waH, perforated with holes for bow- 
men to shoot through, lay at my feetj and several 
little rural villages studded ^he country on every 
side. 

The governor of Keeshee is so old and infirm, 
that it is evident he' has not many years to live. I 
gave him a lotion yesterday for a swollen foot,i¥hich 
greatly elated one or two of his attdidants, and their 
animated looks and gestures bespoke hearts over- 
flovdng with grateful feeUngs, so much so indeed 
ths^t we remarked the circumstance as being of rare 
occurrence. , This morning, a young man, one of 
the number, visited us with a countenance so rueful, 
and spoke in a tone so low and melancholy, that his 
whole appearance was completely altered, insomuch 
that we were desirous to learn what evil had be- 
fallen him. The cause of it was soon explained by 
his informing us that he would be doomed to die 
with two companions, as soon as their govemot^s 
dissolution should take place ; and as the old man 
has already one foot in the grave, the poor fellow's 
sadness was not to be wondered at. When this 
same individttsd and his associates observed me giv- 
ing the lotion to their master yesterday, they ima- 
gined it would prolong his existence, and conse-^ 
Quently lengthen their own ; and hence arose that 
burst of filling which had attracted our attention* 



The people here ima^e we can do any thiud^, but 
more especially that we are acquainted with, and 
can cure, all the complaints and disorders to which 
man is liable. 

The governor solicited a charm of us to-day, to 
preserire his house from the effects of fire, and cadse 
jiim to become rich ; while one of his elderly wives 
made a doleful complaint of having been likely to 
|)ecome a mother for the last thirty years^ and 
^gged piteously for medicine to promote aild assist 
lier actouchement. We could satisfy the old man 
easily enough, but his wife's hypochondriacal com* 
^plaint we conceived too dangerous to be meddled 
' with by unprofessional hands< Poor woman, she is 
much to be pitied, for the odd delusion under which 
she has been labouring so long a time has given het 
considerable uneaisiness, so that life itself has be« 
come a burden to her. All that we could do for her« 
was to sooth her mind, by telling her that her dis« 
temper was very common, and not at all daagerous^ 
and fHTomising, that on our return this way, should 
nothmg transpire in her favour in the mean time, we 
would endeavour to remove the cause of her com« 
plaint. This comforted the aged matron exceedingly^ 
and, in the fulness of her heart, she burst into tears 
of joy, dropped on her knees to express her acknow-" 
ledgment, and pressed us to accept of a couple of 
goora^nuts. 

Our engaging female fi^iends, the Fal&tahs, paid 
tm a second visit this morning, with bowls of milk 
nd foorah ; and in the evening a few of their male 
oofflj^ions also came, and remained with us a con- 
siderable time* Both setes displayed the same 
timid reserve in our presence, ana deported them- 
selves in the saine respectful manner that they did 
yesterday. It appears that the f'alitahs inhabiting 
A/^bAf though very numerous, ^e but one family, for 
w« are told that their ancestor separated himself 
irom his friendSf relatives, and acquaintances, and 
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exilittff hhnself for ever from his native country, t» 
travelled hither with his wives end children, his 
flocks and herds. The sons and daughters of his 
descendants intermarry only among their own kin- 
dred ; and they are betrothed to each other in infancy 
and childhood. The Uttle that I have seen of Falitahs 
In Yarriba has convinced me that in all things they 
are much,^ very much superior to the loveless and 
unsocial proprietors of the soil. Their counte- 
nances bespeak more intelligence, and their man- 
ners display less ronghness and barbarism. The do- 
mestic virtues of the Faldtahs are also more affec- 
tionate and endearing:, and their family regulations 
more chaste and binding. 

Wednesday, May 26M. — ^We arose before sunrise 
this morning, and having little to do in the way of 
preparation for setting out, we took a hasty break- 
fast, and afterward went to pay our respects to the 
governor, and thank him for nis hospitality and good- 
ness to us. On returning to our lodgings, we had 
the pleasure of receivmg the morning salutation of 
our fair friends the Faldtahs on bended knee. Re- 
solved to have another and a last chat with Qie white 
strangers, these females had come for the purpose 
of of^ring us two calabashes of new milk. This, 
and former little acts of kindness, which we have 
received from these dark-eyed maidens, have effect- 
ually won our regard, because we know they were 
disinterestedly given; and the few minutes which 
we have had the happiness of spending in their com- 
pany, and that of their countrymen, have redeemed 
many hours of listlessness and melancholy, which 
absence from our native country, and thoughts of 
home and friends, but too often excite in our breasts* 
It was therefore not without a feeling of sorrow that 
we bade them adieu. For my own part, when they 
blessed me in the name of Alia and their prophet, 
and implored blessings on my head, and when I 
gazed upon the faces of the sim|de-hearted and in- 
nocent fema]<»« who had so piously and fervently 
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tnvoked the benediction, witli the consciousnei9s of 
beholding them no more in thiti life, my heart was 
touched ¥dth sorrow ; for of all reflections, this is 
certainly the most melancholy and dispiriting! 

*^ Ye, who bsve known what *tiii to dole upon 
A few dear objects, will in eadnesa feel 
Such partings break the heart they Ibndly hoped to beal l^ 

There was less of feeling and tenderness, certainly, 
though more words and much greater noise in taking 
our farewell of the two old messengers that had ac- 
companied us from Baddgry, and who, with the 
Jenna guides, will return homewards to-morrow. 
They have behaved themselves throughout to our 
hearts* desire ; and because they had Men our com- 
panions in a long and painful joumeyr and because 
their faces had become familiarized to us, we left 
them behind with sincere regret. 

Although we left Keeshee between six and 
seven in the morning, we were obliged to seat our- 
selves on a green turf in the outskirts of the town, 
4nd wait there till a quarter after nine before the 
carriers with the luggage made their appearance. 
Here we were joined by a Borgoo fai^kie^ and our 
ears were saluted with the hoarse dull sounds of 
their drum, which was played by a ragged one-eyed 
Yanibean long after we were on our journey. A 
company of merchants ti^ading through the country 
has always a drummer in their pay, who walks at 
the head of the party, and performs on his instru- 
ment continually, be the journey ever so long, for 
.the purpose of animating the slaves to quicken their 
steps. * 

^ Our route lay through a vast and lonely forest, 
infested by bands of robbers, and in which there is 
not a single human halHtation. My brother went 
unarmed before the fatdMe; and travelled alone, 
while I remained behind to defend the carriers in 
ease of necessity. He h^d already £od£ some dis- 
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t3nce in adrsnce of us, when about twenty ^ery 
fiuspicious-looking fellows, armed with lances and 
bows and arrows, suddenly made their appearance 
from behind the trees where they had concealed 
themselves, and stood in the middle of the path be* 
fore the men with the luggage, who were so terri.- 
iied, that they were preparing to drop their burdens 
fDid run away. My gun being loaded, I levelled it 
crt them, and had nearly discharged it at the leader, 
which intimidated them all so much, that they re- 
treated again into the heart of the forest, > When 
the people of Yarriba observe any one approaching 
them on the road whose appearance inspires them 
with apprehension as to the honesty of his intentions, 
they ning off their loads without waiting the result 
of the meeting, and take to their heels without ven- 
turing to look behind them. The robbers, therefore, 
when they saw oui* people, no doubt, expected to 
obtain an easy booty; not anMcipatihg to find a 
white man among them, nor thinking that our carriers 
would have made a stand. 

We journeyed fifteen miles through this dreaded 
forest, which occupied us five hours and three quar.- 
ters, owing to the weakness of our horses and want 
of water, but above all to the oppressive heat of the 
weather, from which we all suffered more or less. 
We then arrived at the Moussa, which is a rivulet 
separating the kingdom of Yarriba from Borgoo. 
Having satisfied our thirst and bathed, we crossed 
the stream, and entered a httle village on the northern 
bank, where we halted for the day. • 

When travelling in the bush, several men in the 
train of zfatakie wear a large iron ring on the thumb 
and middle finger. To the latter a piece of plate 
iron is attached, with which they make signals to 
each other/and the fatdkie when apart by clinking 
the rings. This method of communication is very 
significant, and it is understood as well, and is as 
promptly answered or obeyed, as our boatswain'9 
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iviiistle. ThQ collision of the rings produces a harsh* 
gifting noise, loud enough to be heard at a consid- 
erable distance. 

The m^ere crossing of a little stream, which a 
person might almost jump over, has introduced us 
into a country very different from Yarriba, which is 
inhabited by a different people, who speak a different 
language, profess a different religion, and whose 
manners, customs, amusements, and pursuits are 
altogether different. The village in which we are 
stopping is called Moussa, after the river, and is dis- 
tant from Keeshee, in a northerly direction,' as nearly 
as we can guess,, about sixteen miles. We occupy 
a large round hut, called by the natives of this coun- 
try Cdtamba, in the H^ussa language Zawley, and in 
Bomou Coozie. In the centre of it is the trunk of a 
large tree, which supports the roof ; it has two aper- 
tures for doors, which are opposite each other ; and 
directly over them, suspended from the wall, are a 
couple of charms, written in the Arabic chaoracter 
on bits of paper, which are to preserve the premises 
frpm being destroyed by fire. It is now eleven 
p. M. ; our attendants, with several of their fellow- 
tnavellers, are reposing on mats and skins in various 
parts of the hut. Bows and arrows, and quivers 
ornamented with cows' tails, together with muskets, 

Eistols, swords, lances, and other weapons, are either 
anging on the wall or resting against it. The 
scene is wild and singular, and quite romantic. Out- 
side our hut it is yet more striding. There, though 
it rains and thunders, the re^mainder of the fatdSe^ 
consisting of men, women, and children, are sitting 
on the ground in groups or sleeping near several large 
fires, which are buitiing almost close to the hut, 
while others are lying under the shelter of large 
spreading trees in its immediate vicinity. Their 
onljr apparel is drawn over their half-naked persons ; 
their weapons are at their sides, and their horses are 
crazing near them. Most o^ the people have gone 

R2 
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to test witiioat food ; yet they steep soundlyt snd 
Appear quite happy and comfortable after their dsfm 
exertion and fatigue. One of our men fainted on 
the road to-day from exhaustion, and is now feverish 
and unwell. 

Thursday, May 27th. — There is a sweetness in the 
mountain air, and a dewy freshness in the morning, 
which we experienced to-day with considerable 
pleasure on ascending thie hills which border the^ 
northern side of the pretty little Moussa* When 
wild beasts, tired with their nightly protirling, seek 
retirement and repose iivthe lonely depths of these 

EhmeTal- forests, and when birds, perched on the 
ranches of trees over our heads, warble forth 
their morning song, it is the time that makes up for 
the languid, wearisome hours in the heat of the day, 
when nothing can amuse and nothing interest us. 
It is in the earUer part of the morning, too, or in 
the cool of the evening, that nature can be leisurely 
contemplated and admired in the simple lovdiness 
of a verdant plain, a sequestered gtotto, or a rippling 
brook ; or in the wilder and more mysterious features 
of her beauty in the height of a craggy precipice, 
the silence and gloom of vast shady woods, or when 
those woods are gracefully bending to the passing 
gale. 

An hour s ride brought us near the site of a town 
which was formerly peopled only by robbers. It 
was, however, destroyed some years ago, knd its 
inhabitants either slain or dispersed, by order of the 
pi^ia^nt spirited ruler of Ki&ma, since which time 
the road has be^n less dreaded by travellers. Our 
pa^ lay through a rich country, covered witii luxu- 
riant grasses and fine trees, but very little under- 
wood could be seen. It abounds plentifully with 
deer and antelopes, and other -^ild animals of a 
more ferocious nature, such as the lion, the leopard, 
the elephant, the wild ass, iic,; but the sohtary 
lowing of a buifalo was the only sound that we dis- 
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Ung^iiBked in the forest, and we had not the pleasure 
of meeting even with this animal. 

At eleven o^clock we entered a very jsmall and 
cleanly-looking village, where we halted for the 
day. Unfortunately, its governor, with most of the 
people, were tit work in the fields at some distance, 
so that we could get nothing to eat till rather late 
in the evening. It appears that these |>oor villagers 
are forced to suppler the soldiers of their sovereign 
with provisions gratis, whenever business leads them 
so far this way from the capital ; and that in order to 
avoid the rapacity of these men, they have built 
anpther hamlet in the woods, far out of the way 
of the path, whither they carry their goats, &c., 
and the com of which they may not be in immediate 
want. 

On arriving, we were introduced into a small 
grass hut, which smoke has changed into the most 
glossy black we have ever seen; and the interior 
of its roof is ingeniously decorated with large fes* 
toons of cobweb and dust, which must have been 
accumulating for a number of years. Its fetish is a 
dried grasshopper, which is preserved in a little 
calabash; but as if this were insufficient to protect 
it from all the damajbs to which huts in this coun- 
try are constantly exposed, auxihary charms of blood 
and feathers are likewise stuck on the ioi^de of the 
walL At sunset, not having any thing to eat, I 
went out into the wood with my gun, and was forto- 
nate enough to shoot a few doves; and Pascoe, 
who went in a different direction, shot a Guinea 
hen, which made us an excellent supper. Hunger 
had driven back o\a Keeshee carriers, who were to 
have accompanied us to Kiima, and therefore we 
have been^ ooliged to send a messenger to Yarro 
for men to supply their p^e. Late in the even* 
ing, the governor of Uie village returned from hit 
labour in the fields, and presented us with com and 
honey. 
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Friday, May ^th, — In^ the forenoon, the musical 
jingling of little beUs announced the approach, of a 
body of horsemen, who in less than a minnte gal- 
loped up . to ' our hut, and saluted us one after 
another with a martial air, hy brandishing their 
spears, to our great discomfiture, within a few feet 
of our faces^ To display their horsemanship the 
more effectually, they caused their spirited steeds 
to prance aiid rear in our presence ; and when they 
imagined we were convinced of their alnlities, they 
dismounted, to prostrate themselves before us, and 
acquaint us of the welfare of their^ prince. The 
carriers, who had arrived from Ki&ma, had preceded 
them on the road, and the whole of the men now 
sat down to partake of a little refreshment. It was 
twelve o'clock exactly when we set out on our jour- 
ney, and the day being so far advanced, we vrished 
to make all the haste possible, but the weather was 
extremely warm, and our horses were hardly strong 
enough to carry their riders ; so that we were obliged, 
after all, to travel very slowly. At five P. M. we 
reached the ruins of a small town. The path was 
through the same forest as yesterday ; but this part 
of it is less thickly wooded. At one place we re- 
marked two immensely largt trees, springing up 
almost close together; their mighty trunks and 
branches were twisted and firmly clasped round 
each other, like giants in the act of embracing, and 
presented an appearance highly novel and singular. 
Ant-hills were numerous in the road; and a few 
paces from it, we observed, as we rode a)ong, little 
cone-shaped mud-buildings, erected by the natives 
fori the purpose of smelting iron ore, which is found 
in abundance in different parts of the country. At 
sunset we arrived at a village called Bemkenny, 
which means, in the language of the people, *^ a cun- 
ning man;" and found there three women waiting 
our arrival with com and. milk from the King of 
Ki&ma : this was very acceDtable, for we had been 
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without food thirteen hours. We rested at Beni* 
kenny a little, and fully expected to have slept there, 
for the afternoon had been excessively warm, and 
we were all much fatigued. But our armed escort 
were not in the same way of thinking as ourselves, 
and they encouraged us to proceed to another village, 
which they said was at no great distance. We 
therefore quitted Benikenny; yet no village could 
be seen; and then the escort confessed that they 
had deceived us, in order that we might arrive at 
Ri&ma before night. The sun had gone down on 
our quitting the naltiiig-place; but the moon and 
stars supplied us with a cooler and more agreeable 
light ; and we journeyed joh through tl^ forest more 
slowly than before. In spite of our fatigue, 'we could 
not help admiring the serenity and beauty of the 
evening, nor be insensible to the delicious fragrance 
shed around from trees and shrubs. The appearance 
of our warlike and romantic escort was also highly 
amusing. Thev were clad in the fashion of the 
East, and sought their way between the trees on 
our right and left ; but sometimes they fell in our 
rear, and then again dashed suddenly by us with 
astonishing swiftness, looking as wiM as the scenery 
through which their chargers bounde4« The effect 
was rendered more imposing by the reflection of 
the moonbeams from their polisned spears and the 
pieces of silver which are affixed to their caps, while 
the luminous firefly appeared in the air like rising 
and falling particle's of flame. 

My brother's horse was unable, from weakness 
and exhaustion, to carry him farther than Benikenny, 
so that he was obliged to walk the remainder of the 
Journey to Kiima, which is full six miles. About 
eight o'clock Kidma appeared before us, and in-a 
few minutes we entered the city, and rode directly 
to the king's house. He came out to receive us 
after we hc^ been waiting outside a very short time, 
and welcomed us with much satisfaction and good 
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wOL He is an elderly man/almost toothless, and 
has a beard as white as wck^. We observed no- 
thing remarkable in his dress or aj^arance. His 
first question was concerning the health of our sove- 
reign, and his second and last respecting our own 
weuare. He seemed to be exceedingly well pleased 
At seeing me again* We then took our leave, and 
were conducted by one of his slaves to a hut, or 
rather an assemblage of huts, adjoining his own 
residence. But they were not entirely to our satis- 
faction, for many or them had only one aperture in 
each, which was scarcely three feet square ; so that 
we^could not get into them excepting on our hands 
and knees. 'Aiey were, besides, so very close and 
warm, that we found great difficulty in breathing ; 
and we preferred a hut which was cooler and better 
ventilated, though it had the inconvenience of a 
thoroughfare. No sooner were we securely housed* 
than half a dozen of the king's wives introduced 
themselves with huge calabashes of sour milk, fried 
pancakes, and beef stewed in rice, the first ife 
have yet seen. Various coloured mats of excellent 
workmanship were afterward brought for our use ; 
9nd witii thankful hearts and comfortable feelings 
we lay down to rest. 
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CHAPTER VI. - ; 

Kiima— Visit to the Khig^Wooden Fipira»^Yurro*8 Hot— Hla O^ 
lection to the fbrmer Route to Wowow heing adopted by the l*rvrtf- 
lers— Instance of Native Fiiendsbip— Mohammedan P rie st s' T Mr 
Character— Tradition of the FaliUahs— Ceremonies of the Bdnm 
84Iah— Celebration of the Pestival— Native Horse-radng^Tha King's 
Sons— PoisoDoos Lizard— Superstition of the Nadves— Conparisoa 
between the Natives of Borgoo and Tarriba— Traits of Character— 
Fal&tahs— Law relating to llMpa. 

Saturday, May 29M. — Tirsd with yesterday's jour- 
ney, we lay on our mats rather later than usual, and 
before we had arisen, the king's messengers and 
others entered our hut to give us the salutations of 
the morning. I returned Yarro's compliment by 
calling to see him at his own house, while my 
brother remained at home to take care of the goods. 
The natives of the country having a very indifferent 
reputation for honesty, compels us to keep a watch- 
ful eye over all their actions. A number of mal- 
lams from H^ussa paid us a visit about the middle 
of the day; but a body of more ignorant Moham- 
medans, I should suppose, can nowhere be founds 
for not one of them, even to their chief, who has a 
youthful appearance, understands a word of Arabic. 

Just before sunset, niy brother selected apreeent^t 
consisting of the following articles, for the king, 
viz. six yards of red cloth, a quantity of print^ 
cottbns, a pair of silver bracelets, a looking-glass, 
two pairs of scissors, a knifci^two combs, and a 
tobacco-pipe. The goods having been properly 
secured, we repaired with this present to the king, 
who received it with much apparent satisfaction. 

Yarro professes the Mohammedan faith, yet it is 
easy to perceive the very slender acquaintance he 
has obtamed of the t^recepts of th(3 Koran, by the 
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confidence wbich he still places in the religion of 
his fatbers, in placing fetishes to guard the entrancs 
of his houses, and adorn their naif-naked walls. 
In one of the huts we observed a stool of very cu* 
Tious workmanship. The form ofit is nearlv square) 
tbe two principal sides aie each supportea by four 
little wooden flgures of men ; and another of large 
dimensions, seated on a clumsy representation of « 
hippopotamus, ia placed between them. Tbest 



images were subsequently presented to us by Varrot 
and we learned that the natives, before undertaking 
any water excursion, applied for protection from the 
hippopotami and other dangers of the river to tlw 
prmctpal figure, which is represented as mounted on 
one of those creatures. This important personagO 
is attended by his musicians, and guarded by aol* 



diers, some .aTmed with muskets, and othen with 
bows and arrowk, who formed the legs of the stool. 
In the sketch (p. S0&), which ia about one-serenth 
the size of the original, he hag been placed on the 
top of the stool, that the view of him might not be 
interropted. 

In an inner apartment we discorered Yairo Bitting 
alone on buffalo hides; and we were desired to 
place ourselves near him. The walls of this apart- 
ment were adorned with very good prints of our 
roost gractbus aovereign George the Fourth, his late 
royal brother the Duke of York, Lord Nelson, the 
Duke of Wellin^on On horseback, together witii an 
officer in the hght drasoons, in company wiUi a 

Vol. I.— a 
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smartly dressed and happy-lookingf English lady. 
Opposite to them were hung horse accoutrements; 
s^d on each side were dirty scraps of paper contain- 
ing select sentences from the Koran. On the floor 
lay muskets, several handsomely ornamented lances, 
and other weapons, all confusedly heaped together 
by the side of a large granite stone used for pound- 
ing pepper. These were the most striking objects 
we observed in the king's hut; adjoining which 
were others, through whose diminutive doors Yar- 
ro's wives were straining their eyes to catch a 
glimpse of our persons. 

When we spoke of proceeding to Yaoorie by way. 
of Wowow and Booss^ the king objected to our 
visiting the former state under any considerationt 
alleging that three of the slaves who carried tfie 
goods for Captain Clapperton had never returned to 
him again, but had remained at Wowow, where 
they were protected by the governor Mohammed ; 
and that if he should send others with us to that 
place, they might do the same. He therefore prom- 
ises to send us to Booss^ in four days' tim^ by 
another road. Independently of the above consider;- 
ation, the king is highly incensed against the ruler 
of Wowow for harsh treatment of the widow Zuma, 
who is his friend and relative, and who has lately 
fled to B00SS& for the purpose of claiming tiie pro* 
tection of the king of that country. 

It is said that Yarro's father, tlie late king of 
Ki&ma, during his lifetime, enjoye<l the friendship 
of an Arab from the desert, which was returned 
with equal warmth and sincerity. A similarity of 
dispositions and pursuits produced a mutual inter- 
change of kind actions ; their friendship became so 
^reiSLt, that the king was never happy except when 
in the Arab's company ; and as a proof of his esteem 
•and <$onfidence, he gave him his favourite daughter 
in marriage. The nuit of this alliance is the rest- 
less widow Zuma, and hence her relationship to the 
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present monareh of Kiima. To return to his 
flither and the Arab : their friendship lasted until the 
death of the latter. The king, however, was incon- 
solable for his lossy and looked around him in vain 
for some one to supply the place of his friend; but 
the ardour of his aroctions was too strong, and led 
by the hope of following his friend to another 
world, he committed suicide. This is the most 
affecting instance of genuine friendship, and indeed 
the only <me, that has come to our hearing since 
we have been in the country. Yarro is much 
attached to the widow Zuma ; and she would have 
fled hither, instead of going to Boossa, if her inten- 
tions had not been suspected, and her actions nar- 
rowly watched by the niler 'of Wowow. 

Sunday f May 30^^ — ^Unwilling as we always are 
to break the proper observance of the Sabbath, we 
were nevertheless compelled this forenoon to sub- 
mit to the mortification of cleaning and polishing a 
sword and pistol, which were sent us for that pur- 
pose by the king, against the approaching Moham- 
medan festival. Yarro shortiy afterward sent us k 
turkey, and one of his women presented us with a 
roasted badger, a quantity of yams, &c., for the use 
of one of our people. This evening the king's 
wives unanimousty bestowed a severe reprimand on 
their husband for neglecting to offer them a portion 
of a bottle of rum which we, gave him yesterday ; 
imd they scolded so lustily, that the noise washeiffd 
outside the wall surrounding their huts, which led 
us to make the discovery. To appease the indig- 
nation of these ladies^ and to reconcile them to their 
loss, I presented them with a few beads and some 
other trifles ; but we much doubt their efficacy. 

Monday^ Mcey 31«t. — ^It is supposed that the ruler 
of Wowow will make war on this state as soon as 
he shall be made acquainted with the fact of our 
being in Borgoo without having visited him. Al- 
though it is within the dominions of the King of 
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B00884, wbo is acknowlectged to be the greatest of 
the sovereigns of Borgoo, Wowow is reported to 
have lately received a body of Nouffie horse. sol- 
diers, consisting of eight hundred men, which has 
rendered its chief more powerful than either of his 
neighbours. These soldiers are the remnant of the 
army of Ederesa (the Edrisi of Captain Clappertoh), 
who is the rightful heir to the throne of Nouffie : 
they deserted him in his misfoi*tunes, and sought a 
refuge in Wowow from the fury of their successful 
coimtrymen, leaving their leader to his fate* Shortly 
after my return to England, it is reported that 
Magioy who is a. younger son of the late King of 
Nouffie, was reinforced by soldiers from Soccatoo ; 
that he took immediate advantage of the panic into 
which this intelligence had thrown his brother, by 
attacking and routing his army, and expelling both 
him and them from their native cpuntry. Ederesa 
was for some time. after a wanderer; but at length 
he is said to have found an asylum with one of the 
chief^s of a state near the kingdom of Benin, where 
he now resides in tranquillity and retirement. 

We receive visits almost every hour of the day 
frooi a number of Mohammedan mallams residing 
at Kidma, as well as from those merchants who 
formed part of the fatdkie that accompanied us 
through the forest from Keeshee. The former sent 
two young boys this afternoon to pray for us, in the 
expectation we believe of obtaining something more 
substantial than thanks for the good that might 
result to us from their charitable remembrance of 
the frailty of our nature. The boys dropped on 
their knees, and recited the lesson that they had been 
taught without committing a blunder ; but a few nee- 
dles was the only recompense we thought proper to 
make them, so that it is not hkely their masters 
will desire any more prayers to be offered at the 
shrine of their prophet for Christians so illiberal and 
irreliinous. Of all the vices of which these Moham- 

S2 
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medan priests are guilty (and by all accounts they 
are not a few), slander and defamation of character 
appear to be by far the most generaL Never do 
we hear a mallam speak of his neighbours in terms 
of common respect. By his account they are all 
the vUest creatures under the sun, not one escaping 
the lash of his censure. ** Avoid that man,'' said 
a complacent and comfortable-looking old Moham- 
medan last night, pointing to one of his companions 
as he quitted the hut (he had just blessed him in the 
name of Alia), ^* for, believe me, he will take every 
opportunity of deceiving you ; and if you go so far 
as to trust him with any of your property, he will 
cheat you of every cowrie." The venerable speaker 
had a quantity of gilt buttons, nearly new, in his 
possession, which we had given him to sell, for we 
are frequently obliged to make such shifts for a 
meal, and when his invective was finished, he arose 
to take his leave : but the self*righteous priest had 
neglected) vq. the hurry of discourse, to secure a 
few buttons which he had purloined, for as he stood 
up they dropped from the folds of his garment on 
the floor. The man's confusion was immediately 
apparent, but we did not wish to push him further 
by increasing his shame, and we suffered him to go 
about his business, in the belief that the circum- 
stance had wholly escaped our observation. Gilt 
buttons fetch a high price here (from two to three 
hundred cowries each); and as we have a great 
quantity of them, it is likely that from henceforth 
they will be of infinite service to us. Women use 
buttons to ornament their necks, fingers, and wrists; 
and they imagine that the brightest of them are made 
of gold. 

A man arrived at the king's house this evening, 
with the information that Doncassdrij the ex-king of 
Hkussa^ has recently retaken no less than twelve 
towns in that empire from the Faldtahs, in which 
he was greatly assisted by the sheik of Bornott* 
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iFheJPaldtahs have a tradition that when Danfodio 
,^BeUo'~s father, and the first King of Soccatoo) was 
a simple shepherd, he made a vow to the great 
author of evil, that i^ he would , assist him in subju- 
.gating the kingdom of H^ussa, he would be his 
slave for ever after. Danfodio's request, they say, 
was complied with on his own conditions, but for 
no longer than thirty years, after which the abo- 
xigines of the country were to regain their liberty. 
And re-establish their ancient laws and institutions. 
The term is now nearly exi»red, and the Fai^tahs 
begin already, say the Hikussa men, to tremble with 
apprehensions at the prospect of this tradition being 
fl'ealized. 

Tuesday ^ Jwms \sU — ^This is the eve of the " Bebun 
Sklah,** or " Great Prayer Day," and is generally em- 
ployed by the Mussulmans in Ki&ma in making 
preparations for a festival which will commence 
to-morrow, and be continued till the evening of the 
next day. Every one here who possesses the 
means is obliged to slaughter either a bullock or 
sheep on the anniversary of this day; and those 
who ikiay not have money sufficient to procure a 
whole bullock or sheep are compelled to purchase 
a portion of the latter^ at least, for the purpose of 
showing proper respect and reverence for the 
" Bebun Sidah.*^ The Mohammedan mallams, on 
this occasion, make a practice of slaughtering the 
sheep which may have been their companion in their 
peregrinations during the past, year, and as soon as 
the holydays are over, they procure another to sup- 
ply its place, and at the return of the festival, to 
midergo a similar fate. The company of one of- 
these animals is preferred by the natives to that of 
a dog. 

At sunrise to-morrow, all the Mussulmans iii Ki- 
&ma,with the king at their head, wiU repair to i^ 
convenient spot, about a mile on the road to Wowow, 
for the purpose of publicly oerfbrming their devo- 
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tions. Presently alter returning from thence, horse- 
racing and other sports will be indulged in by all 
classes of the inhabitants, who are already filled 
with joy at the bare anticipation of the diversions. 

A company of eight or ten drummers awoke us 
this monung by the dismal nois6 of their drums, and 
by the exclamation of—" T\irawa awazhie T' signify- 
ing, "White men! we wish you fortune;" which 
was repeated in a high, shrill tone, every minute. 

Last night Ki&ma was viisited b}^ a thunder-storm, 
which continued with dreadful violence for many 
hours ; and the torrents of rain which fell threatened 
to overwhelm us in our hut. Before we were aware 
of it, the water had rushed in at the door, and had 
completely soaked our mats and bed-clothes, setting 
every light article in the room afloat. After much 
trouUe we succeeded in draining it off, and prevent- 
ing its farther ingress, when we lighted a large fire 
in the centre of the hut, and laid ourselves down by 
the side of it to sleep. It also rained heavily again 
this morning; and* to all appearances the wet sea- 
son has at length fairly set in. If this be the case, 
it will be next to impossible to travel much farther ; 
and if we be fortunate enough to reach Y2u>orie, we 
shall be obliged to remain there some time, till the 
roads shall have become sufficiently hard and dry for 
our future progress. We have only to hope that the 
rains may not be so incessant at their commence- 
ment as to render the path to Y^orie impassable. 

Wednesday, June 2d. — The threatening appearance 
of the weather prevented the Mohammedans from 
repairing to the spot which f hey had selected for the 
purposes of devption so early in the morning as 
they could have wished ; but the clodds having dis- 
persed, they had all assembled there between the 
hours of nine and ten. The worshippers arranged 
themselves in six lines or rows, the women forming 
the last, and sat down on as many ridges of eartl^ 
which had apparently been thrown up for the pur 
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pose. The chief mallam no sooner began a player* 
than the talking and noise of the mnltitude imme- 
diately ceased, and the deepest attention seemed to 
be paid by every one, thoagh the siridstance of what 
he said could only be guessed at, because it was in 
Arabicj which none of them understancL The cere- 
mony much resembled that which was performed at 
Badigry ; and the forms which are generally prac- 
tised, I believe, on all pubhc religious meetings in 
Mohammedan countries, such as ablution, prostra- 
tion, &c., were observed on this occasion* The 
king, however, did not rise, as he shojuld have done, 
when the worshippers stood up, but satisfied himself 
by uttering the name of Alia, andlnr simple prostra^ 
lion only. When the usual form of prayer had been 
gone through, the head mallam placed himself on a 
hillock, and for about five minutes read to the peo- 
ple a few loose pages of the Koran, which he held 
in h.is hand. While thus engaged, two priests of in- 
ferior order knelt beside him to hold the hem of his 
tobe, and a third, in the same position, held the 
skirts from behind. After he had finished reading, 
the priest descended from the hillock, and with the 
help of his assistants, slaughtered a sheep which 
liad been bound and brought to him for sacrifice. 
The blood of the animal was caught in a cala^ 
bash ; and the king*, and the more devoted of his 
subjects washed their hands in it^and sprinkled 
eonie of it on the ground. This conclusion of the 
ceremony was announced by the discbarge of a few 
old muskets ; and with drums beating and fifes play- 
ing the people rettimed to their respective homes* 
Most of them were -smartly dressed in all the finery 
they could procure. About a hundred of the men 
rode on horseback, ivith lances and other .weapons 
in their hands, which, with the gay trappings of 
their horses, gave them a respectable appearance. 

In the afternoon, all the inhabitants Of the town, 
and many from the Mttle villages in its neighbour 
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hood, assembled to witness the horse-racing^, which 
takes place always on the anniversary of the ^* Bebun 
Salah,** and to which every one had been looking 
forward with impatience. Previous. to its com* 
mencement, the king, with his principal attendants, 
rode slowly round the town, more for the purpose 
of receiving the admiration and plaudits of his 
people than to observe where distress more particu- 
larly prevailed, which was his avowed intention. A 
hint from the chief induced us to attend the course 
with our pistols, to salute him as he rode by ; and as 
we felt a strong inclination to witness the amuse-, 
ments of the day, we were there rather sooner than 
was necessary, which afforded us, however, a fairer 
Opportunity of observing the various groups of peo- 
ple which were flocking to the scene of amusement. 
Tlie race-course was bounded on the north by low 
granite hills ; on the south by a forest ; and on the 
east and west by tall shady trees, among which were 
habitations of the people* Under the shadow of 
these magnificent trees the spectators were assem- 
bled, and testified their happiness by their noisy 
mirth and animated gestures. When we arrived the 
king had not made his appearance on the course ; 
but his absence was fully compensated by the plea- 
sure we derived from watching the anuous and ani- 
mated countenances of the multitude, and in pass- 
ing our opinions on the taste of the women in the 
choice and .adjustment of their fanciful and many- 
eoloured dresses. The chief's wives and younger 
chUdaren sat near us in a group by themselves ; and 
were distinguished from their companions by their 
superior dress. Manchester cloths of inferior quality, 
but of the most showy patterns, and dresses made 
of common English bed-fumlture, were fastened 
round the waist of several sooty maidens, who, for 
the sake of fluttering a short hour in the gaze of 
their countrymen, had sacrificed in olothes the earn- 
ings of a twelvemonth's labour. All Uie women had 
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oimaraented their necks with stringB of beads, and 
their wrists w>th bracelets of various patterns, some 
made of glass beads, some of bi^ass, others, of cop- 
per,, and some agaip of a mixture of both metals : 
their ankles also were adorned with different sorts 
of rings, of neat workmanship. 

The distant sound of drums gave notice of the 
king's approach, and every eye was immediately di* 
reeled to the quarter from whence he was expected* 
The cavalcade shortly appeared, and four horsemen 
first 'drew up in front of the chief's house, which 
was near the centre of the course, and close to the 
spot where his wives and children and ourselves 
were sitting. Several men, bearing on their heads 
an immense quantity of arrows in huge quivers of 
leopard's skin, came next, followed by two persons, 
who, by their extraordinary antics and gestures, we . 
concluded to be buffoons. These last two ^ere em- 
ployed in throwing sticks into-the air as they went 
on, and adroitly catching them in falling, besidegf 
performing many whimsical and ridiculous feats, 
behind these, and immediately preceding the king, a 
group of httle boys, nearly naked^ came dancing 
merrily along, fiourishing cows' tails over their 
heads in ail directions. The king rode onwards, 
followed by a number of fine-looking men on hand- 
some steeds ; and the motley cavalcade all drew up 
in front of his house, where they awaited his further 
orders without dismounting. This we thought was 
the proper time to give the first salute, so we ac- 
conhngly fired three rounds;' and our example was 
immediately followed by two soldiers, with muskets 
which were made at least a century and a half ago. 

Preparations in the mean time had been going on 
for the race, and the horses with their riders made 
their appearance. The men were dressed in caps 
and loose tobes and trousers of every colour ; boots 
of red morocco. leather, and ,turbans of white and 
blue cotton. The horses were gaylv caparisoned? 
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strings of little brass bells covered their heads ; their 
breasts were ornamented with bright red cloth and 
tassels of Bilk and cotton ; a large quilted pad of 
neat embroidered patchwork was placed under the 
saddle of each ; and little charms, enclosed in red and 
yellow cloth, were attached to the bridle with bits 
of tinsel. 'Hie Arab saddle and stirrup were in com* 
iQon use ; ilnd the whole group presented an impos' 
ing appearance. 

The signal for starting was made, and the impa-- 
tient animals sprang forward aad set off at a full gal-^ 
lop. The riders brandished their spears, the little 
boys flouriE^ed their cows' tails, the bujQR>ons per«^ 
formed their antics, muskets were discharged, and 
the chief himself, mounted on the finest horse on 
the ground, watched the progress of the race, while 
tears of delight were starting from his eyes. The 
sun shone gloriously on the tobes of green, white, 
yeUow, blue, and crimson, as they fluttered in the 
breeze; and with the fanciful caps, the glittering 
spears, the Jingling of the horses' bejils, the animated 
looks and warlike bearing of their riders, presented 
one crf'the roost extraordinary and pleasing sightsthat 
we have ever witnessed. The race was well con* 
tested, and terminated only by the horses being fa- 
tigued and out of breath ; but though every one was 
emulous to outstrip his companion, honour and fame 
were the only reward of the competitors. 

A few naked boys, on ponies without saddles, then 
rode over the course, after .'^hich the second and 
last heat commenced. This #as not by any -means 
80 good as the first, owing to the greater anxiety 
which the horsemen.evinced to disp&y their skill in 
the use of the spear and the management of their 
animals. The king maintained his seat on horse- 
back during these amusements, without even once 
^smounting to converse with his wives and chil* 
dven, who were sitting on the ground on each side 
of him. His dress was showy rather than rich^ con- 
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fM^ of a red cap, enretopedf in the large Mdis et 
a white muslin turban; two tinder tobes of bhieaiid 
fiearlet ck>th, and an outer one of white muslin ; red 
trousers, and boots of scaoiet and yellow leather* 
His horse seemed distressed by the weight of his 
rider, and the various ornaments and trappings with 
wluc^ his head, breast, and body were bedecked* 
The chief ^s eldest and youngest sons were near his 
women and other children, mounted <5n two'noble« 
looking" horses. The eldest of these youths was 
about eleven years of age. The youngest, heing not 
more than three, was held on the back of his animal 
by a male attendant, as he was* unable to sit upright 
in the saddle without this assistance. The chi&'s 
dress was ill suited to his age. He wore on his 
head a tight cap of Manchester cotton, but it dvef'* 
hung the upper part of his face, and together with 
its ends, which flapped over each cheek, hid nearly 
the whole of his countenance from view ; his toM 
and trousers were made exactly in the same fashion 
as those of a man, and two large belts of blue cot- 
ton, which crossed each other, confined the tobe to 
his body. The little legs of the chDd were swal« 
lowed up in clumsy yellow boots, big enough for his 
fether; and though he was rather pretty, his whim* 
sical dress gaeve him altogether so odd an appear* 
ance, that he mifht have been taken for any thing 
but what he really was. A few of the women on 
the ground by the side Of the king wore large .wl»te 
dresses, which covered their persons like a Winding* 
sheet. ^ Young virgins, according to custom, ap* 

Seared in a state of nudity ; many of them had wild 
owers stuck behind their ears, and strings of beads, 
&e. round their loins ; but Want of clothing did not 
seem to damp^ their pleasure in the entertainment, 
ibr they appeared to enter into it with as much zest 
as any of their companions. Of the different col« 
oured tobes worn by^he meri, none looked so #sll. 
MB thoee of a deep crimson colour oir seme of ths 
Vop. I.— T 



bonenen; tmt the clean white tobesof the IMtiam- 
medan priests, of whom not less than a hundred 
were present on the occasion, were extremely neat 
and becoming. The sport terminated without the 
dig^test accklentf and the king's dismounting was a 
agaal for the people to disperse* 

We then paid our respects to the chief as usua], 
hut our reception was formal and chilMng, though 
nothing could have heen more gratifying to him than 
our attendance on the present occasion. We had 
half a mind to be vexed at this mortifjing repulse^ 
but consoled ourselves with the reflection that we 
had no right to expect any thing more than commoit 
courtesy and poUteness. Besides this, he was sur« 
rounded by the lovehest of his wcMuen and the most 
wortike of his subjects, and being a rigid Mohanw 
medan when it suits his e<mvenience, he might have 
considered us as the- enemies of his rehgion. To 
have shown, therefore, too great familiarity with U9 
in the sight of his people would perhaps have been 
unbecoming the dignity of the Chief of Kitoa. 

We have here endeavoured, to the best of our 
ability, to describe an African horse-race, but it is 
impossible to convey a correct idea of the singular 
and fantastic appearance of the numerous groups of 
people that met our view on all sides, or to describe 
their animation and delight; the martial equipment 
of the soldiers and their noble steeds, and the wild, 
romantic, and overpowering interest of the whole 
mass* Singing and dancing have been kept up all 
night, and Ihe revellers will not think of retiring to 
rest till morning. 

' Thursday^ June Zd^ — Our hostess is a poor, but 
kind, pleasant, and comfortable-looking widow, rather 
stricken in years. To be sincerely grateful for fa- 
vours received is not in the disposition of her counr 
try-people generally ; yet this poor woman ha» eiven 
us an affecting instance of this virtue, although our 
presents to her were so poor and brifling^ that we 



were almost ashamed to offer tfaem. Tips .Hltle 
specknen^ of genuine gratitude repays us for-hunp 
^ds of sour looks and discontented countenances 
which of late we h^ve been compelled to witness. 

Behind our hut grows a tall and beautiful tree ; on 
the branches and shoots of which reside a whole 
fiommonweaith of sparrows, in their ingenious pen* 
dant nests. The constant noise of these little cre^.* 
tures, and the twittering of swallows^ which remain 
here all the year round, form our usual morning's 
entertainment. *This sparrow is a very handsome 
bird, and belongs to a species which at Sierra Leone 
and other places is oatted the ** rice-bird." We are 
also favoured by the visits of turtle-doves and Wpod« 
|ngeons. A few days^ago, one of the latter, trust- 
ing too much to the fortearanoe of our people, veUf 
Sxaed into one of their huts, and was there taken and 
destroyed. The disconsolate mate witnessed the 
act ; he has been lingering about our habitations ever 
since, and is wasting himself away in mourning the 
loss of Ins companion. His fidelity has called forth 
0^ sympathy, and we do not suffer him to be mo- 
lested. 

Lizards, in great number and variety, infest the 
walls and roofs of our huts, among which is one of 
a black species, whose- bite is. considered fatal.* 
This reptile is very rare, and is dreaded by every 
one, not on account of the venomous {properties 
which are ascribed to it^ so much as from the belief 
ftat tiie person who sees one and suffers it to escape 
him will soon after experience some heavy calamity. 
The natives also believe that if a black lizard be de- 
stroyed as soon as it is founds fifes are played and 
drums beat in the celestial regions, where there is 

Seat rejoicing atMie circumstance; and that good 
rtune is sure to be the reward of the person who 
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* It to deemed atodtoas by Hie natires as the toad io Englaiid, or Iba 
ftgrgnUUa io Italy, wbieli is alao a Kind of liiard. 



WKKf fid the worid of such a mriiMiffff, We ob^ 
■erved a lixaid yesterday with two tailSy^^iidiplie* 
iMMiienon« we are Md, ie not uncommon here. Other 
luardst of e^ery species and cc^m*, are nnmerons. 

As this is a holyday at Kitoa, it has been ^nt 
hy its inhabitants in visiting each other, in waflun^ 
op and down Ibe public phi^ to disfday their finery* 
or in singingv dancings and musical parties. little 
boys and young men have been on their knees pray* 
mg for us to-day ; and as they were not unpertmcntv 
but, on the cotitrary« evinced gentleness and mod* 
esty in their demeanour, we woold not suffer them 
to leave us without rewarding each with a darning- 
needle. 

We have been detained in Ki4ma thus long by 
reason, it is alleged, of the holjfdajns ; and as to-«ior» 
low will be the Mohammedan Sabbath, we shall not 
be aide to procure carriers till the following morn- 
ing. We expected, naturally enough, that plenty of 
gCK)d provender and a few days' rest woidd recri^t 
tiie strength of our horses ; but, unfortunately, a con- 
trary ofiTect has been im>duced. My brother^ more 
especially, has fallen away to a perfect skeleton ; 
certainlyy with the exception of RosinofUe, no horse, 
either in ancient or modem times, ever presented a 
spectacle more piteous and wo4>egOne; it is quite 
painM even to look at his fieshless carcass. 

JWiiay, June 4tft.-^Peitiap6 no two people in the 
universe, residing so near «ach other, differ more 
widely in their habits and customs, and even in their 
natures, than the natives of Yarriba and Borgoo 
The former ate perpetually engaged in trading with 
eaeh other from town to town ; the latter never quit 
their towns except in ease of war, or when engaged 
in predatory excursions : the foitner are pusilluii- 
mous and cowardly ; the latter are bold and coura* 
geous, fuU of spirit and energy, and never seem hap* 
vier than when engaged in martial exercises ; the 
former are generally mild, unassuming, humUe^aQd 
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honest, bat cold and passionleBs; the latter are 
proud and haughty ; too vain to be civil, and too 
shrewd to be honest; yet they appear to understand 
somewhat of the nature of love and the social affec- 
tions ; are v^arm in their attachments, and keen in 
their resentments. 

The king visited us at our hut this morning, at-, 
tended by three or four of his younger wives. The 
object of his coming was to get something from us; 
therefore we considered it no compliment. 

Yarro has seen all the articles which we have 
given to his people, — ^a custom which prevails here as 
well as m Yarriba; but, unlike the monarch of that 
country, he has converted to his own use those 
among them with which he was best pleased. Even 
bis brother, who is a very good young man, and 
wbo' accompanied us from Keashee as messenger, 
has suffered from his selfishness, having been de- 

g rived of half the few things we had given him for 
is services. 

The king's eldest son is governor of a town 
through which we shall have to pass on our way to 
Boossa, and it is agreed that he shall accompany us 
to that city. It is customary to give the messengers 
a present proportionate to the services they may 
have rendered us; and in the course of conversa- 
tion this morning with the king, he wished to see 
the present, it was our intention to offer his son.^ 
This was presently shown him, and- he took from it 
the only piece of cloth which it contained, and 
which we are unable to rej^aee. He then begged a 
little medicine for weak eyes ;' and my brother pre- 
sented him with a quantity. of Epsom salts and a 
small syringe. The king immediately began irymg 
experiments on the instrument by spirting water into 
the faces of his wives, who did not appear to enjoy 
the, diversion so well as himself. After a long but 
uninteresting conversation, Yarro tool^ his leave, 
followed by his M'omen, aiid it is not hkely that we 

T2 
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flhallsee him again till the time of btir d^»rtiire to 
morrow morning 

I have given htm my fowling-pdece and a pistol, 
having promised hipi this present when I left, if I 
should live to return to Kidma ; the long has also had 
some of our best new gilt buttons. . 

In the evening, a very old and respectable Fald* 
tah, the chief of a village at a short distance from 
Kidma, came to see us with several of his people. 
This singular race are dispersed all over the Borgoo 
territories, where they have resided from time im* 
memorial. They are generally styled Ftnddfde ; but 
although this word, is evidently derived from Foulakf 
and although they speak the same language and foU 
low the same pursuits as the Foulahs near Sierra 
lisone, who are supposed to be the white Ethiopians 
.of Ptolemy and Pliny, yet they have not the sUght^ 
e»i idba'of their origin, hor of the period when their 
anoestors.^rst emigrated from their native land. The 
Faldtahs in Borgoo maintain no interoourse what- 
ever with their countrymen in.Hauasa; and in order 
to prevent mischief aind disturbances from taking 
place, none of them are permitted, on any consider- 
ation, to wear a sword, or carry about his person 
any oipfensive weapon. 

A few years ago there stood a village not many 
miles from Ki&ma, which was inhabited solely by 
emigrants from Nouffie ; but it is said to have been 
lately plundered atid destroyed by Yarro's subjects, 
who ^rst broke faith with the linfortmiate people, 
and afterward made them slaves. 

The mean state of the Hiermometer of Fahren- 
heit has been 84 ; the extremes *75 and 04 in onr hut 
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CHAPTER VII. 

\ ■ . 

Denurton flrom Kiinm— Natire Oratitude— Village of ^aksAmgl-^Nt 
uve Dance— John Lander taken iU— Deeerted Route— Croea the River 
Oly— 4ltory of the Falitaba—Encampment— Tomado^lIIneaa of John 
Laindar— Ueaaenfera fh>m CooUy wtth AaaiaiaDee— Arrtval In that 
Town—Reception— Preeenta trook Booaai— M oaat Cornwall— Raeor- 
ery of John Lander— Leave Ooobly- Rnm»— Town of Zalee— Anltal 
■t BooaaAr^RacepttoQ. 

SaturdaVi June 5th, — ^Thc adieu of an African 
|innce is ike most onceremonious piece of business 
m the world; whatever expressions ma^be used» 
little regret is felt Such at kast is our opinion, from 
Hie coolness we have almost invariably experienced 
in parting from the principti people of the towns and 
villages through wmch we have passed. We were 
on horseback between seven and eight o'clock this 
jnommg, having previously paid our last visit to the 
king, and taken our farewell of him ; and proceeded 
in good health and spirits through the northern gate- 
way of the city, towards a town called Kakafungi^ 
followed by a number of the lower class of people, 
who sneered at my brother's horsemanship as he 
rode by, and diverted themselves by laughing heartily 
at the sorry appearance of his poor beast 

We had travelled about half a mile from the irtXL 
of Ki&ma, when looking behind us, we observed a 
great fat woman running after us at her fuU speed. 
8he so6n overtook us, almost breathless with the 
exertion. We then found that the object of her care 
was to present us with a bowl of new milk, which 
she had neglected to bring in time for us to drink be- 
fore we set out. From the violence of her exer- 
tions, her whole person was thrown into the utmost 
diioider imaginabfe. This woman is & favonrits 
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Bihger to the king, and had supplied us with milk 
and provisions two or three days before our depart- 
ure, for which we gave her a few trifling articles in 
Eayment ; these, it appears, had produced so sensi- 
le an effect on her, that, when taking leave of us 
last evening, she began to shed tears, and sobbed 
aloud. This was now renewed, and we were obliged 
to spur on our horses to spare our feelings. We 
were afterward told that the woman^s sorrow was 
only feigned in our presence for the pui^ose of ob- 
taining a reward, and that she has always an abun- 
dance of tears at command. 

Three or four Fal&tah villages lay to the right and 
left of our path, one of whibh is of some extent ; but 
we did not see a single inhabitant belonging to either 
of them. The greater part of the road lay through 
a thickly wooded forest, by the side of a very gentle 
range of hills; and excepting a fine plantation of 
yams, wliieh we passed outside the walls of Ki&ma, 
and which belongs to Yarro, we did not see a foot 
of cultivated ground during the whole journey. We 
arrived at Ka^fungit the halting-place, shortly after 
ten o'clock in the morning. ^This town is distant 
from Kiima about nine or ten miles; yet if an opin- 
ion may be formed from the nature of the path, 
which is uncommonly narrow, and ahnost hidden 
with rank grass, the intercourse . between the two 
places is very little. Kakafungi is a straggling, but 
extensive atid populous town, and is delightfully 
situated on an even piece of ground. The inhabit- 
isuits are so clean and well-behaved, and their dwell- 
ings so neat and comfortable, that before we had 
spoken many words to one of them, we were pre- 
possessed in favour of all. Nor was this opinion in 
any degree lessened when, after we had been intro- 
duced into a commodious and excellent hut, we re- 
ceived the congratulations of the principal people'. 
They came to us in a body, fo^owed by boys and 
^rla, carrying a present of jtwo kids» with R)ilk« and 
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an abundance af pounded corn, and hare remained 
with us the greater part of the day. 

Late in the evening, when our people were asleep, 
^e sound of singing tempted my brother to go oat 
alone, and he soon discovered ^a little group oi 
thoughtless, happy creatures, amming themselves 
by dancing in the tnoonlight to the sound of a larg6 
drum. He described liieir dance as being very dif- 
ferent from that practised in Yarriba ; their motions 
being sometimes swifl and violent, and sometimes 
slow and graceful ; their gestures expressive of mild 
delight rather than vehement passion, and remark* 
able for propriety. They appeared to be singing 
something very comic in recitative, and kept^time by 
clapping their hands. My brother's intrasion was 
of no importance to them, for the party still kept up 
their dsmce with as much spirit and good-humoor as 
before. In returning homew^ird he missed his way, 
and wandered among several deserted, empty huts 
and yards, and others guarded by dogs, before he 
discovered the right, his total ignorance of the Bor- 
^00 lan^age disqualifying hmi from asking ques- 
tions of the inhabitants. 

Sunday, June Btk. — ^I found my brother in a high 
fever this mornmg, and so in that he was obliged to 
lie OH his mat till ^e carriers were ready to defpart 
In consequence of the length of the journey from 
Kakafongi to Boossa, and there being no town or 
village en the road beyond a few miles' ride from 
hence, the carriers were employed till the afternoon 
in obtaining provisions sufikient for three or four 
days' consumption. A crowd of people assembled 
round omr hut to take leave of us, by whom we were 
loudly cheered. My brother was so ill that he could 
not mount his horse without assistance. 

We quitted Kakafungi about two P. M., by a path 
which lay in a northerly direction, through aperfeiSi 
wilderness, some part of which was more stony and 
barren than any tnixig we remember to have seea 



M6 THE RIVER OLY. 

The footmarks of various wild animals appeared to^ 
be freshly imprinted iix the path ; but we observed 
only a very few antelopes, which would not suffer 
us to come near them, but scampered away the mo> 
ment they saw us. The few stunted trees that we 
found afforded us a' very indifferent shelter from the 
heat of the sun, which was almost insufferable ; and 
this, with the length of the journey, and the speed 
with which we were obliged to travel, greatly in- 
creased mybMther's fever. He was occasionally 
obliged to dismount, and lie down on the ground for 
relief, being lifted off and replaced on his horse by 
our attendants. We saw the sun set behind some 
magnificent clouds, while we had yet a great way to 
go ; and the narrow footpath, which was here over- 
grown with bushes and rank grass, was hardly dis- 
cernible by the light of the moon. In the afternoon 
all had been silent in the forest ; but in the evening 
the jackal, the hyena, and the baboon had forsaken 
their retreats, and mingled their dismal howl with 
the sprightly chirking of. innumerable insects. 

My brother and I were far behind the rest of the 
party, because he had been unable to keep pace with 
them ; and we discharged a pistol eveiy now and 
then as a signal to< the carriers of our approach.. As 
jeach report echoed through the forest, it was an- 
swered by the increased howling of wild animals, 
till at length we gladly saw the gleam of a large fire, 
and arrived at the encampment which had been pre- 
pared for us. Herd we took possession for the 
night of a few deserted huts, wluch were falling to 
decay. A quantity of broken earthenware pots, 
calabashes, «c. were lying about, indicating that 
these abodes had been occupied at no very distant 
period ; and on the trees which grew near them we 
discovered several immense buffi2io horns, and those 
of a very large kind of antelope. 

The river 01^^ which is said- to take its rise in 
Aflhaiitee is at a short distance to the northward of 
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our encampment* It appears that not long ago this 
path was much frequented by merchants from the 
interior, trading to the westward, in order to avoid 
paying the accustomed duty on the Wowow road« 
But the chief of that state threatening to punish 
them if they did not pass through his city, their own 
int«trest induced them to conform to his wishes, and 
from that time the route through this forest has been 
entirely deserted, and the poor ferrymen who for- 
merly Inhabited these huts were thus compeUed to 
seelc a livehhood elsewhere. 

Monday^ June 1th. — ^The rest which my brother 
had obtained during the night seemed to have re- 
vived him, and he appeared in better spirits, with an 
abatement of fever this morning. At eight A. Mr, 
allter bathing, we crossed the Oly in a canoe which 
we found tied to a tree. This pretty little river was 
here about forty paces in breadth, and about seven 
or eight feet deep in the middle, but gradually shal- 
lowing to each bank. It wound very romantically 
through the overhanging woods ; and its current was 
so sluggish, and its surface so smooth, that it was 
for some time doubtful which way it ran. In the 
forenoon we passed near a spot where our guides 
informed us a party of Fal&tahs a short time ago 
had murdered twenty of their slaves, because they 
had not food sufficient for their support. These 
same Faldtahs are already spoken of as having taken 
possession of a Yarriba town on the borders of the 
river Moussa. They had been despatched by Belio 
from Soccatoo to collect the accustomed tribute 
from the towns of R^kah and Aldrie (in Yarriba) ; 
but it is said that the inhabitants of the latter town 
shut their gates against them, and declared them- 
selves independent of the Fal^tahs. On the return 
of the disappointed party through Borgoo, the King 
of Ki&ma forbade any of his people from selling 
them provisions, and they were consequently oUiged 
to find their way through this long and, dreary wil- 
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demcMs without food. We remarked a ipest many 
holes -wiiieh had been dug^by tiiese unfoituBate men* 
in the hope of (l^dingr a Idnd of wild yam that 
abounds in the forest, besides the! remains of fireoi 
which they had kindled to dress this scanty fare. 
No doabt they had been reduced to a dreadral ex- 
tremily before they would kill their stares ; and per- 
haps the number of vietihis has been greatly eza^- 
|[erated ; for tbe natives^ their enemiest are fond of 
impressing stratum with the most unDaivourable 
idea of their charactere and dispositions, so that 
their stones ought to be received with caution* We 
obserred the/idielston of one of the slaves by tfaer 
wayside. 

After a long and tiresome journey under a bum* 
mg sun, we pitched our tent in the evraing near a 
small stream. My brolber was verv ill, fis fever 
having returned with increased violenee ; but h» 
took no other medicine than a eonunon soda pow- 
der, as I was fearful of one progress bein^ ret«^ed» 
A storm gathered over our heads a few minutes after 
the tent had been fixed) and presently buret with ter- 
rific violence. While it lasted we were occupied 
with the thoughts of our forlorn condition. The 
deafening noise of the thunder as it echoed amon^ 
the hills, the overpowerinfl glare of the lightnings 
the torrents of rain, and &s violence of the wind 
were truly awful. The whole of our party, amount- 
ing to twenty, were collected in th^ tent for shelter 
from the storm, and in spite of the water which ran 
through it, contrived to sleep till morning. 

Tuesday^ June Bth. — ^We were obliged to lie in our 
wet clothes aU nig^t, and the ejects- of this were 
visible on my broth<n* this moming. I endeavoured, 
in vain, to rally him^ but he was scarcely able to 
stand. The tent was packed up in its wet state, and 
the carriera hastened onwards as fast as. they could, 
for the provisions were consumed, and we were 
anxious to get to our jcrarney'a end witisoiit delay. 
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This proceeds from Pascoe's negligence ia baring 
obtained only provisions enough for one day instead 
of three. My brother and I lingered behind with 
old Pascoe and another of onr men, and proceeded 
on at a very slow pace, for our horses were worn 
out with fatig^ie, and my brother's was quite lame. 
As we advanced he became worse, till at length he 
was completely overcome, and, to prevent falling 
off his horse, disraounte|i, and lay down. There 
y^2LS no' tree near us that would afford shelter from 
the sun ; so with the assistance of our people I ob*> 
tained some few branches, and formed a sort of 
bower, our horses^ pads answering the purpose of u 
bed. , The. croaking of frogs indicated that water 
was not far distant; and we soon procured some. 
During the rest of the day my brother became 
worse, but ^he coolness of the evening appeared to 
revive hin» a little. Our medicine-chest, had been 
sent with the other things ; I despatched Pascoe for 
it, but do not expect his return till to-n;^orrow. In 
the mean time I went into the woodr and shot tl^e 
only l)ird I saw, which was about the size of a spar<* 
row. With this I returned, made a fire, and pre- 
pared a little soup in a half-pint cup, which we had 
reserved for the puipose of getting water from the 
streams, instead of a calabash. The soup was ratheir 
unsavoury, from want of salt, nevertheless it was of 
service to my brother ; the flesh of the bird I divided 
between myself and my man, as we were both we^ 
from want of food. We contrived to make a more 
substantial habitation for my brother in the eveninff» 
of some stout branches of trees^ and thatched it with 
long grass ; and lighted large fires i^ound it to keep 
away the wild beasts. But neither of us could sleep, 
for, independent of his illness, we were attacked by 
myriads of mosquitoes and buzzing flies. A prowl- 
ing tiger was the only savage animS thatapproached 
near enough to be seen during the night. 

Wednesday, June Qth^ — ^Notwithstuiding his bad 
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nlgbt^s rest, my brother had little fever on him thts 
morning ; in fact, he found himself so much refreshed 
and strengthened as to be able to go in search of 
our horses, which had strayed from us in the night. 
Having found them, we immediately made the ne- 
cessary preparations, and proceeded on. our journey ; 
and in an hour's time we descried Pascoe. approach- 
ing us wuth five men, wl^o brought us corn and milk, 
and liltle cadces made of pounded corn and honey. 
The Governor of Cood/y, the town to which we were 
going, had also kindly sent us a horse and a ham- 

- mock for my brother. The animal was to carry my 
brother over seme rivulets which we should have to 

/cross, whose banks were too steep and rugged for 
the -hammock-men to perform that service. He 
thought himself strong enongh to dispense with' their 
assistance altogether, biit accepted the hpr§e With 
thankfulness. We all set forward together in good 
spirits about l^alf-past ten in the morning ; and with oc- 
casional halting for my brother to rest himself, we ar- 
rived near C oobly shortly after sunset, without experi- 
encing the extraordinary fatigue we had anticipated. 
Outside the town is a vast number, of straggling 
Falatah hamlets, which are built on marshy ground. 

' Our attention was attracted by a vast number of fire- 
flies, which were sporting over a swamp, and, to- 
gether with numerous little lights from the huts of 
the FaUtahs, had a very pleasing appearnnce. Du- 
ring the journey we crossed several rivulets, and 
travelled over three or four hills. The soil on the 
latter is scanty and steril, but the valleys appeared 
fertile. The exhalations from decaying vegetable 
substances near Coobly were highly offensive ; and 

. the air, being likewise impregnated in many places 
with a strong odour similar to that of musk, rendered 
it very disagreeable. 

Having waited on the governor to thank him for 
his attention, we were detained but a few moments, 
and without haying seen him we repaired to a hut 
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that ^as assigjned to us, where soon after my brother 
was seized with a return of the fever, more severe 
than the former. 

Thursday, June IQtk. — The governor sent us a bbwl 
of rice-, one of milk, two calabashes of butter, and a 
fine fat bullock. I was too anxiously and intently 
employed about my brother to tpake a return for his 
present, or to bestdw my attention on any other 
matter, and therefore promised to visit him to-mor^ 
row.^ I administered ten grains of calomel to my 
brother, after which he fell into a kind of stupor and 
an insensibility to surrounding objBcts, which did not 
leavehim till this afternoon, when his leason returned. 
Towards the evening he became worse, and I ex* 
pected every • moment was his last. During the 
few intervals he had from delirium he seemed to bie 
aware of his danger, and entered into arrangements 
respecting his family concerns. At this moment my 
feelings were of too painful a nature to be described. 
The unhappy fate of my late master Captain Clap- 
perton came forcibly to my mind.. I had followed 
nira into this country, where he perished ; I had at- 
tended him in hi^ parting moments ; I had performed 
the last mournful office far him which our nature re- 
quires, and the thought that I should have to go 
through the same sad ceremonies for my brother 
overwhelmed me with grief. 

Friday, June Wth, — Between eleven and twelve 
last night I rejoiced to find that my brother's illness 
seemed to take a favourable turn, and towards the 
morning he became tranquil and free from pain. 

Two messengers arrived from BoossJi last night, 
and another on horseback this morning, with a quan- 
tity of onions as a present from the queen. They 
were commanded by the king to await our departure 
from this town, and escort us to the city of Booss^, 
which is said to be two days' journey from Coobly, 
though we had been given to understand it was no 
more than a few hundred Yards 
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The goremor has been very importunate in his 
desire for my brother to sell him one of his pistols ; 
and as we are in want of nothing so much as a horse, 
he oifered it in exchange for the one my brother rode 
on Wednesday. He would rather have given us a 
boy iiistead of the hor&(e, but this did not satisfy us; 
and at last he consented to part with the animal, on 
condition that some trifling articles should be given 
with the pistol, which was agreed to, and the bar- 
gain cpncluded. > 

Saturday J June 12th. — My brother's health is rapidly 
returning. An old woman apphed to our lodgings 
to-day for medicine that woula produce her an entire 
new set of teeth; or, said she, '^ If I can only be sup- 
plied with two large and strong ones, I shall be sat- 
isfied with them.'' The woman ,was becomiiig rather 
impertinent^^ when I recommended her to procure 
two iron ones from a blacksmith, which so much 
displeased her that she went away in a pet The 
governor supplies us every day with abundance of 
milk iand rice. 

^ Coobly is situated on the slope of a. cone-shaped 
mountain, with a very broad base ; and maybe plamly 
distinguished to, the westward at the distance pf 
above thirty mileeu We have named this mountain, 
after our own country. Mount Cornwall, The town 
is fortified by a strong fence, made by driving stakes 
firmly into the earth, and placmg them closely to- 
gether; but notwithstanding this defence, the FaU- 
tahs attacked and entered it al^out four years a^o ; 
since which period, it is said, the governor has been 
in the habit of paying an ainnuS tribute to King 
Bello* The inhabitants grow quantities of rice and 
co^n, though none of the latter is now to be pro- 
cured at any price, owing to the treachery and ra- 
pacity of the Fal4tahs, who, when they quitted the 
town, not only isarried away all the com that was in 
store, but tore up and destroyed all that was growing 
in^^the fields. The people, uierefore, are but just re- 
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covering from theaffects of this malicioue act. Above 
fi thousand Falitahs, it is conjectured, reside with 
the flocks and 4ierds on. the plains near the town of 
Coobly ; but they are very diifere^t in their manners 
fcom their marauding countrymen, and maintain a 
friendly intercourse with their neighbours. 

Sunday, June 13th. — Last night we were visited by 
a thunder-storm, and the rain entered the roofs of 
our dwellings, and nearly inundated us. My brother** 
health still continues to improve. Although this is 
the Sabbath, I was. obliged to send Paseoe in the 
morning to endeavour to shoot a Guinea hen, because 
we were unable to procure any description of fowl 
from the inhabitants, on religious considerations: 
the old man speedily returnee), having been success- 
ful ; great numbers of those birds abounding in the 
fields and woods near the town. 

Monday, June lith, — The governor's old wife re- 
turned from Booss^ this morninff, whither she had 
ffone in quest of three female slaves who had fled 
from her about a fortnight since. She has brought 
the fugitives back with her, and they are now con- 
fined in irons. As soon as she heard of our being 
in the town, the old lady sent us a sheep and a cala- 
bash of honey, which we accepted ; and she shortly 
afterward paid us a visit in person, when we took 
the opportunity of returning her present. The old 
matron's establishment is separate and distinct from* 
that of her husband, the governor, who has^ not the 
slightest control over it. She is reported to have a 
multitude of slaves, and to be, in other respects, ex- 
tremely opulent. No one can surpass the governor 
in benevolence and general good-humour. 

Tuesda/y, June Ibth, — My brother, by the blessing 
of God, is now perfectly recovered from an illness 
that had nearly proved fatal to him. At an early 
hour this morning we paid our respects to the hos- 
pitable governor, and quitted the town of Coobly. 

U2 
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Chir -route was in a south-easterly direction ; and we 
travelled through a thick forest, over hills and through 
deep valleys till noon, when we halted for the day 
amid the ruins of a largei town, which, we are told, 
has recently been deserted by its inhabitants. Near 
the remains of a wall we perceived a human scnll, 
and other bones, which had been bleached white by 
the sun. This circumstance excited in us a desire 
to learn the fate of the former inhabitants of the 
town,, and the reason of its present ruinous state. 
One of ,our messengers soon satisfied our tsuriosity, 
by informing us, that a short time ago the tovm waft 
taken by surprise and pillaged by a large party of 
Faldtahs, who put to the sword all that made any 
resistance, and carried the remainder away With 
^ them as slaves. The ruins are very extensive, and 
the population of the town must have been consid- 
erable. The plain whereon it stood is large, verdant, 
and eminently beautiful, and is ornamented with 
fine trees. The ruins are ^t pres^it inhabited by a 
variety of birds, and a large tr<>op of monkeys ; the 
latter walked away, very composedly on hearing the 
rejport of one of our guns. Here one of the horses 
died; the poor animal had been our fellow«traveller 
fiom Jenna: another is too weak to walk with us a 
mile farther, so that we shall be compelled to leave 
him behind, for we cannot make up our minds to 
destroy him ; and the third cannot live many days. 
The affection of these poor brutes towanls each 
other is most extraordinary. The Boossk messen- 
ger rode to a little village at a short distance from 
the ruins this afternoon, and returned in about four 
hours with an excellent mare, whicli he had l^rrowed 
of the governor for bur use. In the evening we 
pitched the tent; and our ^men, with the carrier 
and messengers, having constructed little temporary 
grass huts for themselves, made large fires all rouiid 
them, and retired to rest. 

Wednesday f June .16th* — ^A man on horseback ar« 
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-riyed at our encampment before sunrise this morn- 
ing, and looked round for a minute or two without 
^iismounting. ^ He neither explained his i4tentionsy 
nor even uttered a syllable; but when we wished to 
address him, he galloped off again the same way he 
had come. We rather suppose this horseman to 
have been despatched by the King of Boossk for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether or not we were on 
the road, for we hear he awaits our coming with 
much anjdety. At six A. M. we quitted our en- 
campment among the ruins, and continued our jour- 
ney in excellent spirits. The counhy was as woody 
as any which we remeo^ber to have seen, and the 
soil, generaUy speaking, as dry and steril. We 
passed the ruins of two or three deserted villages 
which originally stood near the pathway; and 
ibetween nine and ten in the morning, we entered a 
snug, pretty little town called Za/ee, which, in the 
iangusq^e of the country, means "thread." This 
-town is surrounded by an excellent and well-built 
clay wall with turrets, which is by far the best that, 
we have an3rwhere seen, and outside of it is . a 
broad and. deep moat. Zalee lies in a rich and ro- 
mantic valley, formed by a gap in a triple range of 
elevated hills, which run from east . to west. The 
Fal^tahs, in hop^s of plunder, entered the town a 
year or two since, while the male portion of its in- 
habitants were chiefly^ at work in the bush ; but the 
women having given the alarm, they returned to 
their homes in ^ body, and succeeded in expelling 
the intruders before they had time to do smy mis- 
chief. 

The governor sent u& a goat, a fowl, a calabash 
of rice; and a quantity of com for the horses. 
Zalee contains about a thousand inhabitants. 

Thursday June 17 th, — At] the usual hour this mom* 
iiig we were on horseback,' but the tardiness of our 
messengers occasioned some little delay after we 
had got beyond the walls. A heavy shower lasted 
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for some hours during the night, which filled the 
path through the valleys with water, so that travel- 
ling was neither so safe nor pleasant as we have 
found it to be. We saw a surprising number of 
land-crabs on the road; these animals are esteemed 
as excellent eating by the natives. At nine A. M. . 
we observed from an eminence the Sugar-loaf 
Mountain, near Wowow, lying to the right of our 
path,', which, if we are not mistaken, was named 
"George the Fourth" by the late Captam Clap- 
perton. One of the guides pointed put two hills on 
our left which could hardly be distinguished in con 
sequence Qf their distance, and informed us that the 
city of Ydoorie stands at their base. Our course 
froii[i Zalee was in a south«»ea!sterly direction. 
Shortly after this we came to a fine extensive plain, 
on wfijch stood a few venerable imd magnificent 
trees. Numerous herds of antelopes were feeding, 
which, on hearing tlie report^f our guns, bounded 
over the plain in all directions. From hejice we 
first beheld the city of BoossJl; it lay directly 
^before us, at the distance of two or three miles; and 
appeared to be formed of straggling clusters of huts. 
But what was our astonishment, on a nearer ap- 
proach, to find Boossa standing on the mainlandf 
and not aii island iii the Niger, as repiresented by 
Captain Clapperton! We could discover nothing 
that could warrant such kxi Assertion. At ten 
o'clock we entered the city by the western gate- 
way, and discharged our pieces as the signal of our 
arrival. » 

After having waited a few minutes, we were intro- 
duced to the king, whom we found in an interior 
apartment of his residence, in company with the 
midikie^ the title bestowed on his principal wife, or 
queen. They welcomed us to Booss^ with every 
appearance of cordiality* They told us very gravely, 
and with rueful countenances, that they had both 
been weeping in the morning for the d^eath of Cap* 
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tarn Clappertpn, ^hose ' untimely end they would 
never cease to lament. They mig;ht, it is true, have 
been thus engaged; but as on our entrance we ob- 
served no outward signs of tears, we rather mis- 
trusted their assertion. Pascoe having loitered 
behind, our conversation was Umited , to a few 
general remarks only; and haying tak^n our leave 
of them, we repaired to a hut which had been se- 
lected for us* In the evening, rice and com, with 
several dishes of meat, fish, &c.y were sent us for 
Bupper. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The Widow Znina— Present to tbe King— Visit to the Nlfe^-The 
King of BoomA and the MidlMe— Object of the Miaahm explained-^ 
The Tohe oTPark recorered—VarVe Papen—^ooaaA dewnrlbedr>R»- 
Mmreea of the Countty-^One of Park's Books discoTored— Eqnity.of 
the King— The Hostess— Departure flt>m BoossA— Kagogie— Canoes— 
Enibark on the Niger— Description of the Biv«r— VlUagsof 8oolo»^ 
Bocky Barrier- Arriyil at TAoorie. 

FridftyjJune IBtk. — ^The noted widow Zuma visited 
us to-day without the slightest pretensions to finery 
of any kind, either in her dress or ornaments, for 
she was clad in very humble apparel of country 
cloth.. She related to us, with great good-humour, 
her quarrels with her prince, the ruler of Wowow, 
and her consequent flight from that city to escape 
his resentment. It appears, that in order to eifect 
this, she was aqtually obHged to climb over the city 
wall in the night, and travel on foot to Boossk, which 
is a very long journey, and to a woman of her size 
must have been an arduous task. She alleged that 
she Jiad done nothing whatever to merit the dis- 
pleasure of the Wowow chief, notwithstanding 
which he had robbed her of all her household fuini- 
ture and a numbeir of her slaves. But, from another 
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quarter, we learn that one of her sons had com- 
mitted a theft in the city, for which he would have 
suffered death, if he had not made his escape with 
his mother, who, it is said, had instigated him to the 
deed. The widow complained sadly of poverty and 
the hardness of the times ; she had fought wiUi the 
Yarribeans against Alorie ; but instead of receiving 

recompense for her bravery, she had lost half her 
laves in an engagement, which so disgusted her 
with the military profession that she immediately 
abandoned it and returned home. Yet, in spite of 
all her losses. and misfortunes, she has gained so 
much in corpulency, that it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty she could squeeze herself into the doorway 
of our hut, although it is by no means smsdl. The 
widow Zuma is a very good-looking, elderly person 
of matronly appearance. Her slun is of a light 
copper colour. 

After the widow had left us, I carried the presents 
which had been selected to the king and. queen. 
Each appeared delighted with them, and the former 
more especially was extravagant in expressions of 
admiration and thankfulness^ A pair of silver brace- 
lets, a tobacco-pipe, and a looking-glass seemed to 
rivet the attention of the king, who could not take 
his eyes off them for a full half-hour, so inuch was 
he pleased with them. 

This morning we visited the far-famed Niger or 
Quorra^ which flows by the city, about a mile from 
our residence, and were greatly disappointed at the 
appearance of this celebrated river. Black rugged 
rocks rose abruptly from the centre of the stream, 
causing strong ripples and eddies on its surface. . It 
is said that a few miles above Boossk, the river is 
divided into three branches, by two small fertile 
islands, and that it flows from hence in one con* 
tinned stream to Funda. The Niger here, in its 
widest part, is not more than a stone's throw across 
at present. The rock on which wei sat overlooks 
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the spQt where Mr. Park and his associates met 
their unhappy fate ; we could not help 'meditating 
on that circumstance^ and on the number of valua- 
ble lives which have been sacrificed in attempting to 
explore this river, and secretly implored the Almighty 
that we ihight be the humble means of setting at 
rest for ever the great question of its course and ter- 
mination. 

Saturday, June 19M. — This morning the king, ac- 
companied by his consort, who is said to l^ hi? 
counsellor and only confidant, honoured us with a 
visit at our hut. They came without any kind of 
state or ceremony, and were both dressed more 
plainly than many of their subjects. The king wore 
a white cotton lobe over another of blue and white, 
a cap of red cloth, and leathern sandals of the same 
colour. The midikie was clad in a common check 
shirt, of Nouffie manufacture ; a plain piece of blue 
cotton was fastened round her head, wholly con- 
ceahng the hair ; a larger piece of the same kind 
was thrown over the left shoulder j and a third, tied 
round her waist, reached so far as the middle of the 
leg. Her feet were bare, as were likewise her arms 
up to the elbow ; a brass ring ornamented each great 
toe, and eight silver bracelets each wri^t, the least 
of them weighing little less than. a quarter of. a 
pound. Besides these* ornaments, the queen Wore 
a necklace of coral and bits of gold, and small 
pieces of pipe coral were stuck in the lobe of eadi 
ear. 

We had almost forgotten to mention that the 
Sultan of Bornou is considered the most powerful 
chief of Northern, as the King of Booss^ is of 
Western Africa. The queen is the daughter of the 
last and sister of the present ruler of Wowow, 

The demand for* coral has been very great in 
every town of consequence which we have visited. 
All ranks of people appear passionately fond of 
wealing it, and it is preferred to every other orna* 
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ment whatever. The mldikie asked us this morn* 
ing if we had brougfat any coral with us, and seemed 
rather disapfx>inted, though not displeased, on being 
answered in the negative. She then pulled out a 
little box, made of sheep-skin, which was filled with 
coral beads and little goMen trinkets, and requested 
me to pohsh the latt^ for her. We oflfered her a 
few plated buttons, which we had just before beeu 
cleaning, and they weye accepted with transport ;;; 
but, as their brightness had excited the admirations 
of her consort, a scramble took place as to which of 
the two should have them. After a long strugglte^ 
it ended in the triumph of the king, who first chosfr 
the largest and best for his own use, and then gave 
his spouse the remainder^ taking care, however, to 
show her the inside of the buttons he had ^elected 
for himself, which were . tarnished by use, and ta 
display those intended for her> to ^he greatest ad-*^ 
vaiitage. The royal couple, were like two great 
children, yet they were each well pleasedwith their 
own, and expressed their thankfulness with much 
warmth* 

We imagined that it would have been bad policy 
to have stated the true reason of our visiting this 
country knowing the jealousy of ,most of the peo- 
ple with regard to the Niger ; aud therefore, in an- 
swer to the king's inquiries^ I was obhged to deceive 
hin^ with the assertion that our object was to go to 
Bomou by way of Yaoorie, requesting at the same 
time a safe convey^ce through his territories.^ 
This answer satisfied the king, and he promised us 
^very assistance in his power. Our visiters re* 
maiiied with us a considerable time, and in the course 
of conversation^ one of theiii observed that they 
had in their possession a tobe which belonged to a 
white man m^io came' from the north many years 
a^, and from whom it had been purchased by the 
king's father. We expressed great curiosity to see 
this tobe, and it was sent us as a present a short 
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time after their departure. Contrary to our expecta- 
tions, we found it to be made of rich crimson dam- 
ask, and very heayy from the immense quantity t)f 
gold embroidery with which it was covered. As the 
time when the late king is said to have purchased 
this tobe corresponds very nearly to the supposed 
period of Mr. Park's death, and as we never heard 
of any other white man having come from the north 
80 far south as Boossa, we are inclined to believeit to 
be part of the spoil obtained fVomihe canoe of that ill- 
fated traveller. Whether Mr. Park wore the tobe him- 
self, which is scarcely probable on account of its 
weight, OK whether he intended It as a present to a 
native chief, we are at a loss to determine. At all 
events, the article is a curiosity in itself; and if we 
should Jive to return to England, we shall easily learn 
whether it was made there or not. 'Hie chief himself 
has never worn the tobe, rior did his predecessor, from 
a superstitious feeling ; ** besides,^ observed the king, 
** it might excite the cupi<hty of the neighbouring 
powers." 

Sunday, June 20M.-^The king sent a messenger 
this morning to inform us that he was a tailor, and 
that he woidd thank us for some thread and a few 
needles for his own private use. By this man he 
likewise sent a musket for us to repair; but as it is 
Sunday, we have declined doing it till to-morrow, 
^ager as we are to obtain even the slightest inform- 
ation relative to. the unhappy fate of. Mr. Park and 
his companions, as well as to ascertun if any of 
their books or papers are now in existence at this 
place, we had almost made up our minds to refrain 
from asking any questions on the subject, because 
we were apprehensive that it might be displeasing 
to the king, and involve us in many perplexities. 
Famiharity, however, having in some measure worn 
off this impression, and the king being an affable, 
obUging, and good-natured person, we were imbol- 
dened to send Pascoe to him this morning, with a 
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message expressive of the interest we felt on the 
sutiject, in common with all our countrymen ; and 
say ng, that if any books or papers which belonged 
to Mr. Park were yet in his possession, he would do 
us a great service by dehvering them into our 
hands, or at least by granting us permission to see 
them. To this the kmg returned for answer, that 
when Mr. Park was lost in the Niger, he was a very 
/ittle boy, and that he knew not what had become 
of his effects ; that the deplorable event had occurred 
in the reign of th^ late king's predecessor, wha 
died shortly after ; and that ^ traces of the white 
man had been lost with him* This answer disap- 
pointed our hopes, for to us it appeared final and de-' 
cisive. But in the evening they were again raised 
by a hint from our host, who is the king's drummer^ 
and one of the principal men in the country :• he as-* 
sured us that there was certainly one book at least 
saved from Mr. Park's canoe, which is now in the 
possession of a very poor man in the service of his 
master, to whom it had been intrusted by the late 
king during his last illness. He said, moreover, that 
if but one applioation were made to the king, off 
any subject whatever, very little was thought of it ^ 
but if a second were made, the matter would be con- 
sidered of sufficient importance to demand his whole 
attention, — such being the custom of the country. 
The drummer therefore recommended us to perse"* 
vere in our inquiries, for he had no doubt that somex^ 
thing to our satisfaction would be elicited. At his 
own request, we sent him to the king immediately, 
desiring him to repeat our former statement, and to 
assure the king, that should he be successfid in re« 
covering the book we wanted, our monarch would 
reward him handsomely. He desired the drummer 
to inform us that he would use every exertion, and 
examine the man who was reported to have the 
white man's book in his possession, at an early ^our 
to-morrow. Here the matter at present rests. 
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In the afternoon the king came alone to see us 
«aid wished to know when we were inclined to de 
part : we answered, that we were quite ready ; that 
"we were only waiting his pleasure, and would ^[ladly 
proceed on our journey whenever he would give us 
permission. He said, if the King of Ydoorie should 
not have a canoe for us by Monday evening, we 
should have the use of one of his own, an^ thkt w 
should hav9 liberty to embark on the following morn 
ing. We thanked him for his kindness, and took the 
opportunity of paying him and his spouse a compli- 
ment, which their treatment of us has really de- 
jserved. The king took it in good part, was ex- 
tremely affable and obliging, and quitted us in an 
excellent humour. 

I have been very unwell during the last day or 
iwo, but am now much better. 

Monday, June 2lst. — The city of Boossll, as we 
have before observed, consists of a great number 
of groups or clusters of huts, all withhi a short dis- 
tance of each other. It is bounded on one side by 
the river Quorra or Niger, and on the other by &q 
extensive turreted wall, with moats, forming a com- 
plete semicircle. Notwithstanding, however, its 
natural and artificial defences, Boossii was taken by 
the Faldtahs many years ago ; on which occasion 
its inhabitants fled, with their children and effects, 
to one of those little islands in the Niger which we 
have already mentioned. But the chiefs of Niki, 
Wowow, and Ki4ma, having been made acquainted 
with the circumstance, assembled together, and hav- 
ing joined their forces with those of Booss^ drove 
the Falitahs, their common enemy, into the Niger, 
where n^any of them perished. Since that period 
ihe city has never been invaded, nor threatened with 
attack. I'^e soil of Boossli is, for the most part) 
yery fertile, and produces rice, corn, yams, &c. in 
great abundance. Dowdh, a ^ind of com, is ob« 
tained here in the greatest perfection ; it yields five 
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hundred fold« and forms the prmeipal food of the 
inhabitants, both rich and poor» Another variety 
of com grows here, which nas eight ears on a sin- 
gle stem ; the grain is very small and sweet, but it 
is not cultivated to any extent. The butter-tree 
flonrishes in and near the town ; and palm oil is im- 
ported from Nouffie ; but the latter is only used as 
an article of food, because it is very scarce and 
dear, and is purchased only by the king and a few 
of the principal inhabitants. The king and his midi- 
kie have each great numbers of fine cattle, but none 
of their subjects are in possession of a single bul- 
lock ; they have, however, flocks of sheep and goats, 
and obtain immense quantities of fish from the Ni- 
ger. Very good salt is brought from a salt lake on 
the borders of the river, wMch is about ten days' 
journey to the northward of this place ; and pepper 
grows in every par^ of the country. Guinea-fowl, 
pheasants, partndges, and a variety of aquatic birds 
are found here in the greatest plenty, and have af- 
forded us excellent sport. The natives sometimes 
endeavour to shoot them with their arrows, but this 
method of procuring game is at all times very pre- 
carious and difSicult ; and two birds only have be^i 
thus killed during several years past. Deer and an- 
telopes also abound near the city; but they are 
timid and shy, and rarely, if ever, caught by the in- 
habitants. The fish, ^with which the river abounds 
so plentifully, are eaten by all classes of people : 
they are toush, dry, and unsavoury ; yet they form 
part of the daily food of the inhabitants, who ap- 
pear exceedingly fond of them. 

The Hkussa language is. understood by the gene- 
rality of the natives of Borgoo, both young and old, 
almost as well as their mothelr-tongue, and it is 
spoken by the majority of them with considerable 
fluency. The government of the country is des- 
potic I but this unlimited power, which is vested in 
the monarch, is almost invariably exercised with 
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.enity' and forbearance. All private disptltes are 
nettled by the king, and he punishes misdemeanours 
just as his inclination may lead him. It was re- 
ported that the queen ruled her husband) and in- 
fluenced his conduct in ail matters ; btit the affair of 
the buttons shows the rumour to be ilUfounded. 
The king's address is superior ; and his whole de- 
meanour, In our presence, though mild and unassum- 
ing, displays a good deal of natural dignity. He 
sent us a fine turkey this morning, which was ac- 
knowledged on our part by a couple of Guinea-fowl 
and two brace of partridges, which my brother had 
shot. 

In the aftenioon, the king came to see us, fol- 
lowed by a man with a book under his ^rm, which 
was said to have been picked up in the Niger after 
the loss of our countryman. It was enveloped in a 
large cotton cloth, and our hearts beat high with ex- 
pectation as the man was slowly unfolding it, for by 
its size we guessed it to be Mr. Park's journal ; but 
our disappointment and chagrin were great,' when, 
on opening the book, we discovered it to be an old 
nautical publication of the last century. .The title- 
page was missing, but its contents were chiefly ta- . 
Dies of logarithms. It was a thick royal quarto, 
which led us to conjecture that it was a journal ; be- 
tween the leaves we found a few loose papers of 
very little consequence indeed ; One of them con- 
tained two or three observations on the height of the 
water in the Gambia ; one was a tailor's bill on a 
Mr. Anderson ; and another was addressed to Mr. 
Mungo Park, and contained an invitation to dinner, 
•^-the following is a copy of it :— 

^ Mr. and Mrs. Watson would be happy to have 
the pleasure of Mr. Park's company at dinner on 
Tuesday next, at half-past five o'clock. 
''An answer is requested. 
"" Strand, 9th Nov. 1804." 

X2 



~ 1 



246 PASCOB AND BIS SLAVS. 

The Jung, as well as the owner of the book, looked 
as greatly mortified as ourselves, when they were told 
that the one produced was not that of which we 
were in quest, because the reward promised would 
not of course be obtained. As soon as our curiosity 
had been fully satisfied, the papers were carefully 
collected and placed again between the leaves, and 
the book as carefully folded in its envelope as be- 
fore, and taken away by its owner, who values it as 
much as a household god. Thus all our hopes of 
obtaining Mr. Park's journal or papers, in this city, 
are entirely defeated. The inquiry, on our part, has 
not been prosecuted without much trouble and anx- 
iety, and some little personal sacrifices likewise, 
which^ had they been ten times as great, we would 
gladly have made while a single hope remained of 
their being ^ectual. 

Tuesday f June 23i.^— When Captain Clapperton 
was at Wowow on the former expedition, Pascoe 
purchased a slave of the widow Zuma to be his wife» 
but for some reason or other the bargain was not com- 
pleted, and the woman remained with her mistress. 
A part of the purchase-money only wa». given back 
to Pascoe, and he was obliged to* quit the town with 
his master , without having had an opportunit3rof re« 
coverinjBf the remainder. The widow's late change 
of residence from Wowow to Boossii seemed to 
Offer a fair chance for Pascoe to obtain his money, 
and he accordingly made an early application for it ; 
but though she acknowledged the debt, she refused 
payment, on the ground that, as the prince of Wo- 
wow had forciUy obtained possession of the girl in 
question, he had no right whatever to the money. 
Pascoe, unwilling to lose so large a sum, then laid 
the matter before the King of Boossdi, for his deci- 
sion; and, in consequence, the widow has undergone 
two or three examinations, without producing any 
good whatever. The monarch has declared tluit he 
sees the justice of his demand, Imt as the woman 
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olmtinately refuses to pay ihe debt, he cannot think 
of forcing her to do so against her inclination* 
Pascoe subsequently offered Sie whole of the money 
-which the widow owed him to the king, provided the 
latter could obtain it. But this was altogether re- 
pugnant to the monarch's notions of right and wrong. 
He replied, " The widow came here to me alone, and 
in distress, to claim my protection, which I granted 
her without hesitation ; it would therefore ill become 
me to break my faith, and turn my back on an ob- 
ject so utterly defenceless and unprotected, hy ex- 
acting ^om her the money of another for my own 
use, in' the recoyery of wnich I had previous^ re- 
fused to interfere. I cannot break my word — I can- 
not grant you your request." 

It is amusing to discover the shifts to which the 
people of Boosfilk and other places have resorted, in 
the nope of obtaining a httle present of some sort 
from us. The day after our arrival here, a man, 
who represented himself as brother to the King of 
Nouffie, sent us a large bowl of dried fish and 
onions ; and another individual has sold his only 
tobe, for the purpose of obtaining a little money to 
purchase some Imm^ which is a fermented liquor ex- 
tracted from the palm-tree and the bamboo, and 
which he is about to present to us. The former of 
these presents was rejected, because such kind of 
things had become, hy their frequenc^y so serious an 
inconvenienee, that we have determined to accept 
of nothing for t^e future in the shape of a gift, ex- 
cept from the -chiefs and governors themselves. Yet 
we have repented of our resolution in this instance, 
having been informed yesterday that the pretended 
brother ef the King of Nouffie was not long ago 
ta^en prisoner by the Fal&tahs, and his only son 
with him, and that they were both sold by them, to a 
company of H&ussa merchants; that the father had 
redeemed himself from slavery by his own exertionsy. 
and that he had had recourse to the above expedient 
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of sending ns a quantity of dried fish and onions, in 
the expectation of obtaining a little money from us 
towaros emancipating his son. The poor man went 
away auite crest-fallen and unhappy at the ill suc- 
cess or his project, and quitted the city immediately 
after, to visit his enslaved son, who is at Koolfu^ so 
that when we were made acquainted with the cir- 
cumstance it was too late to relieve him, and we 
very much regretted it. 

Our hostess is an agreeable and good-natured wo 
man, but she is excessively vain of her person ; so 
much so, indeed, that she employs several hours in 
the day in dressing her hair, which hangs down be* 
low the face in three plaited queues, one of them 
from the forehead, and one from each side of the 
head ; after which she affixes ornaments on different 
parts of her body, stains her lips and teeth a shinine 
red colour with hennah (a species of myrtle) ; and 
when all this is done, sho admires herself in a broken 
looking-glass which we have given her. This is 
the most whimsical and diverting part of the cere- 
mony : she approaches the glass and retreats from 
it again, smiles when she fancies that she looks 

Eretty; and distorts her features and throws her 
ody into all manner of comical attitudes, to ascer-' 
tain which is the most engaging. Although only a 
drummer's wife, our hostess is considered as a per- 
son of respectability, for her husband's situation is 
one of the most important in the kingdom ; and all 
the more respectable females of Borgoo adorn their 

Eersons in much the same manner as she does, and 
ave an almost equal share of affectation and vanity. 
The men sometimes stain their lips and teeth, and 
finger and toe-nails, like their wives ; but this cus- 
tom is by no means general among them. The King 
and^ueen of Boossk disregard it altogether. 

We brought three horses with us to Coobly from 
Jenna ; two of them have died from fatigue, and the 
third is in so miserable a stjate, that he can be of no 
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further service to us. The king pmd us a visit this 
afternoon, and infonned us that every thing will be 
Ib readiness for our departure to-morrow. On this 
occasion he presented us with an excellent and 
handsome horse, which is the more acceptable, as 
we hav^ only one, which we fortunately purchased 
a few days ago from the governor of Coobly. The, 
monarch strongly enjoin^ us to accept of no pro* 
visions, particularly milk and honey, from any per* 
son whatever, excepting the governors of tQwns 
through which we may pass, for he was apprehen- 
sive thati>oison would be mixed with them. He 
did not explain to us on what grounds he entertained 
his suspicion, but left us to form our ovm conjee ' 
tures on his unexpected advice. If we are not mia- 
taken, the king warned Captain Clapperton of a 
similar daqger. 

During the whole course of our journey we have 
nowhere experienced greater kindness, attention, 
and hospitahty than from the amiable ruler of this 
I^aee, and his no less amiable companion, and we 
shall have occasion to remember their divihty to us 
as long as we live. 

Since we have been here the king has given us a 
horse, bullock, sheep, and turkey, which were all 
very valuable; while our present to him is con- 
siderablv less than that which the King of Kitoa 
received. 

Wednesday^ Jane 23i^ — Last night Boossi was 
visited by a tornado, which did a httle mischief ta 
the, town. At an early hour in the morning the king 
and queen paid us a farewell visit, vihen the former 
again cautioned us to beware of poison. We then 
expressed our acknowledgments to both for all their 
> favours; and an hour or two after they had taken 
their departure we rode out of the city, accompanied 
by two norsemen as an escort and a foot>messenger 
to the Sultan of Yiioorie. Not far from the walls 
of B008S& we came to a spot where the fae^pds of the 
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king and midikie were grazing : finer cattle can no- 
where be seen ; they are under the care of Faldtah 
slaves, because the natives do not understand their 
management. From hence we journeyed along the 
banks of the Niger at an easy pace, owing to the 
hollows in the path, and two hours afterward en- 
tered a pleasant little walled town^ called Kagogie^ 
where we were desired to heJt till to-jnorrow. The 
town is peopled solely by the King of Boussk^s 
slaves ; and is distant, in a northerly direction, from 
the capital about eight or nine miles. •We have been 
sent hither by land, because a canoe could not be 
paddled up the river without the greatest difficulty 
and danger on account of the rocks. ^ The inhabit^ 
ants of Kagogie appear to enjoy an easy kind of life. 
The chief part of their time is employed in hus- 
bandry, fisliing, and taking care of the king's horses ; 
and though but indifferently clad, they all seem well 
fed, contented, and comfortable. 

In the afternoon a young woman presented herself 
with a few loose leaves of ** Thomson's Seasons,'* 
which we had thrown away at Boossk. She had 
been despatched purposely by the king, her master* 
who imagined that they were valuable to us, and thai 
we had overlooked them in the hurry of departure. 
' Even here, in this insignificant and sequestered 

Slace, the Arabic language is professed to be taught 
1 schools, and boys are put under the tuition of 
men who can only teach them a few very short Mo- 
hammedan prayers, and who do not themselves un- 
derstand a single Arabic character. 

Our nights were spent most unpleasantly at 
Booss^ by reason of the swarms of mosquitoes and 
black ants which infested our dwelling, and whose 
sting is keener than a needle's point ; the latter in* 
sec^ in particular, is a great nuisance, and we are 
told that there is not a town on the banks of the 
Niger that is free from either. 
Thursday t June 24M.— ^Though the gOTemor of 
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Kagogi^ had been made acquainted with our inteii« 
tions no less than three days before our arrival, yet 
oo canoe had been got ready for our use ; and Aua 
morning, when we expected to emhark, the "kin^ 
of the canoe," as. the person who has the care of it 
is ridiculously styled, iiiformed us with the utmost 
unconcern that it was out of repair, and that it would 
not be fit for our reception for some hours at least* 
This intelligence was very disagreeable and pro- 
voking ; for we were so anxious to embark on the 
Niger, that the shortest delay was painful to us 
Besides, the^ appearance of the morning foretold a 
hot day, and as we had neither awning nor umbrellas 
to screen us from the burning sun, this circumstance 
tended to increase our uneasiness. The natives 
. have no forethought, and imagine that all men value 
time as little as themselves ; every thing is deferred 
till the very last moment, and they look up into 
one's face with wonder when they see one anywise 
impatient. 

In the course of the forenoon we repaired to the 
side of the river, which is about twenty or thirty 
paces from the town, for the purpose of endeavour^ 
ing to encourage and hurry the workmen in their 
labour about the canoe. Promises and threats were 
employed to effect this object, but the men would 
neither be coaxed nor intimidated,-^they would not 
overwork themselves, they said, for all uie riches in 
our possession ; so that we were obliged to leave 
them, and exercise our patience. The branch of the 
Niger whiqh flows by Kagogie is about a mile in 
width; but it is rendered so shallow by large sand- 
banks that, except in one very narrow place, a child 
might wade across it without difficulty. Mr. Park 
chose a deeper and safer branchy though it led to 
the same dangafs^ 

Our horses were conveyed across from here to 
the opposite side of the river, from whence they will 
be taken to Y^orie.by land* because the canoes of 
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the natives would be too frail a conveyance Ibr 
them. These canoes are of great lenffth, bat the 
woiiimanship employed in making and fashioning 
them is exceedingly rude and careless. Owing* per- 
haps to the want of proper trees of sufficient mag- 
nitude, they are made of ttto blocks of wood, which 
are sewn together by a thick cord, under which a 
quantity of straw is placed, both inside and out, to 
prevent the admission of water; but the whole is 
altogether so clumsily executed, that every canoe in 
the country is always leaky. 

About midday, the workmen having finished our 
canoe, the luggage was presently put into it, and be- 
tween twelve and one we embarked with our peojde, 
and were launched out into the river. The direc- 
tion of this branch was nearly east and west ; and 
we proceeded some distance down the stream for 
the purpose of getting into the main branch of the 
Niger, where there is deeper water. This object 
was soon, attained, and we found it flowing from 
north to south, through a rich and charming country,. 
which seemed to improve in appearance the farther 
we advanced. We were propelled at a good rate 
up a channel, which, from half a mile. in breadth, 
nadually widened to rather better Uian a mile. 
Beautiful, spreading, and spry trees adorned the 
country on each side of the river, like a park ; com, 
nearly ripe, waved over the water's edge; large 
open villages appeared every half-hour ; and herds 
of spotted cattle were observed grazing and enj03ring 
the coot of the shade. The appearance of the river 
for several miles was no lese enchanting than its 
borders ; it was as smooth as a lake ; canoes, laden 
with sheep and goats, were paddled by women down 
its almost imperceptible current ; swaUows and a 
yariety of aquatic birds were sporting over its glamy 
surface, which was ornamented l^ a numlmr of 
pretty little islands. 

The heat of the weather distressed us greatly tiU 



Hie api^Hroacli of eyaiing^ wiien large sandbaaka and 
shallows engaged our attention. A little after eight 
P. M. we landed on the eastern bank of the river, not 
lar from a small village, where we fixed our tent od 
a plot of rising com,' and, having nothing to eatf 
^w^ent supperlesis to rest. 

Friday, June 25M.— *The most remarkable oliject 
which we saw on rising this morning was a rugged 
and romantic range of hiUs« ap{>earing to the eadt« 
ward of our encampment i it is called Enffarikiet 
from a country of the same name in which the hills 
are situated, and which was formerly an independent 
kingdom, but is now become a province of Y iloorie# 
At a little before seven A. M. our canoe was pushed 
off the sandy beach on which it had'been secured 
last evening, and propelled down a very narrow 
ehannei between a large sandbank and the 9hoFef# 
This conducted us into the main branch of the Ni« 
ger, and we again admired its dehghtful and mag* 
nificent appearance. 

We had proceeded only a few hundred yards when 
the river graduaDy widened to Wo miles, and eon^ 
tinned so as far as the e^ye could reach4 It looked 
very much like an artific&l canal; 'the banks having 
the appearance of a dwarf wall, with vegetation b&« 
yond. In most places the. w^ter was extremely 
shallow, but in omers it was deep enough td float a 
frigate* During Hie, first two hours of the day the 
scenery was as interesting and picturesque as can 
be ima^ned. The banks were . literally covered 
with hamlets and villages ; fine trees, beqding iinder 
the weight of their dark and impenetrable foliag8| 
everywhere relieved the eye from the g^e of the 
sttii's ra^rs, and, contrasted \^ith the lively veiHlure 
of the little hills and plains, pi^uced the ' most 
j^eadihg' effect Afterward, however, there was a 
decided change ; the banks, which .be^e consiiled 
of dark earth, day^ or sand, were now composed of 
hlaok nrgged rocks; large sandbanks and islanda 
you I.— Y 
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were scattered in the river, whiqh diverted it into a 
variety of little channels, and effectually destroyed 
its appearance. 

About eleven o'clock, dark clouds from the west 
foretold an approaching storm ; and our ^boatmen 
used their utmost exertions in endeavouring to reach 
a village, or some place of security, before it should 
burst upon us; but in thi» hope we were disap- 
pointed, for in a very few minutes it blew a hurri- 
cane^ accompanied by thunder and lightning of th6 
most awful description, and the rain fell in torrents. 
It became, besides, so dark, that nothing could be 
clearly distinguished at the distance of only a few 
yards. We were wetted to, the skin in a moment; 
and our canpe was in danger of sinking as we came 
abreast of a little fishing village, on an island, close 
to the water's «dge. We jumped on shore as soon 
as possible, and ran without shoes or hats into the 
first hut we canae to for, protection from the storm. 
Here our unlooked-for intrusion frightened away a 
poor woman, who rushed out of the hut as we en- 
tered it; but we commenced throwing offiout drip- 
ping clothes, and displacing a pot of fish which was 
stewing over a few e}q)iring embers, heaped up all 
the dry wood we could find; Not till then did we 
discover that our situation was httle better than it 
had been in the canoe ; the hut had two large open 
doorways opposite each other, through which the 
wind swept the rain, and filled it with pools of water. 
This was too much for us, and sallying out imme- 
diately, half-dressed, we.hurried towards a hut which 
we perceived .at a short distance; but this was no 
better than that which we had left, — all seemed 
alike ; a^d rushing back again through the pelting 
rain,^we regained our deserted hut, and resigned 
ourselves to all its inconveniences; Oul: people 
shortly afterward came up to us, quite benumbed 
with cold and wet ; and, notwithstanding their di»« 
tress and oiir own comfortless condition, we could 
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not forbear laughing at their comical and ragged ap- 
pearance. Meantime the hostess and her husband, 
with several of the other villagers, summoned up 
resolution enough to visit us ; and by way of a 
peace-oflfering, they brought; with them firewood 
and a sm^ll quantity of provisions. This enabled 
us to kindle two large fire^ in the hut, which, as the 
storm was abating, soon dried^up the water ; but we 
were unavoidably obliged to, lie down in damp 
clothes. My brother and I sat up during the best 
part of the night, for we found it impossible to ^eep, 
not only qn account of myriads of mosquitoes, but 
the groaning and snoring of men, the barking and 
growling of dogs, an incessant drumming at an 
adjacent village,, and the startling roar of a lion^ 
which was prowling about .our' quarters- near the 
whole of the night. 

Saturday^ June 26M. — ^The tempest of yesterday 
was succeeded by a cooL evening, and a remarkably 
clear night. In the morning, on leaving the village, 
we were follpwed to the beach by a few of its inhabitr 
ants, and when the canoe waa pushed o£f at seven 
o'clock, they- cheered us loudly. . These people are 
harmless and good-natured, but dirty in their persons 
and singular in their manners. Their language is 
different from that spoken at Boossd. Moit.of the 
villages on the islands, as far as Ykoorie, it is said, 
are inhabited by the same race of people, and they 
are also scattered, on the banks of the river. The 
women daub their hair with red clay, but they are 
too poor to purchaaie many personal ornaments, and 
the men use none whatever. They appear to have 
the necessaries of life in abundance ; they are par- 
tial to agricultmre, and cultivate large portions of 
land with corn, rice, aiid onions ; besides which 
fishing is carried on by them on an extensive scale, 
and numbers of the men go three days' journey up 
the Niger to catch fish. Most of their huts sore sup- 
ported on clay pillars, whicjh are wonderfuPy smaEi; 
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mr on stone slabs not more than an inch in thickness. 
The walls of the huts are only two or three inches 
in thickness ; but these have no large doorways like 
that which we occupied; and instead of them, they 
are famished with a small single aperture near the 
roof, to which their owners-are obliged to climb ; and 
even then they cannot enter without great exertion. 
These huts approach nearer to the sliape of a com« 
ihon EngUsh oven than any thing else we have ever 
seen. Situated between Boossk and Y^oorie, the 
.inhabitants of most of the islands speak the language 
of those countries, but they have also one of their 
own, which none but themselves understand : a 
smattering of the Haussa tongue, which they have 
attained, is the only method of communication which 
is adopted in their trading transactions. 

We had passed the island whereon we slept last 
night but a few minutes, and had just entered into 
tl^ main river, when we came to a spot >vhere it 
spreads again into branches, and each channel was 
literally filled with dangerous rocks, sandbanks, and 
flow islands covered with tall rank grass. The ap- 
pearanee of them was extremely disheartening. We 
were conducted up tlietnain branch of the river, but 
were soon obliged to land with our people in orAer 
lo hghten the canoe, whichj after a deal of exertion, 
was lifted over a ridge of rocks into deeper water. 
During, the greater part of the morning, indeed, our 
canoe was continpaMy striking against concealed 
rocks, or running on hidden sandbanks, but sus- 
tained no apparent damage by the concussion; the 
only inconvenience we experienced from it was the 
^tigUingone of being obliged to get out and in when- 
sver it was found necessary^ It therefore afforded 
ns much pleasure to be landed, >about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, on the left bank of the rivef, for we 
were heartilv tired of our morning's work, and felt 
highly gratified that it was over. 

At a short distance from the water's edge the 
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country was thickly studded with clusters of huts, 
ivhich all together are called the village of Sooloo ; 
and w^ took up our quarters in a large one, which is 
nearest the landing-place. The inhabitants resem- 
ble very much the islanders already spoken of; they 
cultivate much land, and catch vast quantities offish ; 
but though they live well, they are clothed very 
indifferently. The only ornaments they wear are 
made of the baek-bone of a certain species of fish, 
which are tied round the loins and other parts of the 
body. Besides corn, &c., the inhabitants also grow 
immense quantities of onions, and they have large 
storehouses full of these, ready to be exported to 
different parts of the continent. The price of an 
onion here is two cowries ; at Katunga forty, and at 
Badagry they fetch so high a ^phce as a hundred 
cowries each. \ ^ ' 

We were treated this afternoon with much hos- 
pitality by them, and they did all in their, power to 
render our short stay as agreeable as possible. 

Sunday, June 27th. — Both of us awoke this morn- 
ing rather unwell, which was most likely occasioned . 
by our exposure to the tempest of Friday. The old 
chief of .the village accompanied us to the water's 
edge when we quitted our hut for the purpose of 
embarking, and enjoined the " king of the canoe'* to 
be particularly careful of his charge. " Careful !" 
answered the man ; *< to be sure I will ; do I not 
know that white men are raOre precious than a boat* 
load of eggs, and require as much care to be taken 
of theip r* We entreated the same man a short 
time afterward to be more active and diligent in the 
management of his canoe, for he was rather incline^ 
to be lazy, and suffered every one to go before ours ; 
but he replied gravely, <^ Kings do not travel so fast 
as common men ; I must convey you along as 
slowly as possible." 

We had heard so unfavourable an account of the 
state of the liver at one particular dace which we 
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lAoQld have to pass, that our people vere eottipelldd 
to. disembark and walk along the banks a consider- 
ate way, till we had passed it, when we took them in 
again* We found the description to be in nowise 
exaggerated ; it presented a most forbidding appear-^ 
mnce, and yields only to the state of the Niger near 
Boossii in difficulty and danger* On our arrival at 
this formidable place, we discovered a range of black 
rocks running directly across the stream, and the 
water, finding only one narrow passage, rushed 
through it with great impetuosity, overturoing and 
carrying away every thing in its course. Our boat* 
men« with the assistance of a numbed of the natives, 
who planted themselves on the rocks on each side 
of the only channel, and in the stream at the stem 
of the canoe, lifted it by main force into smoother 
snd safer water. The last difficulty with respect to 
rocks and sandibanks was now overcome, and in a 
very little time we came to the termination of all the 
islands, after which, it is said, there is not a single 
dangerous plaee up the Niger. The river here pre« 
sented its noblest appearance ; not a single rock nor 
sandbank was anywhere perceptible; its borders 
resumed their beauty, and a strong, refreshing breeze^ 
which had blown during the whole of the morning, 
now gave it the motion of a slightly*agitated sea. 
Jn the course of the morning we passed two lovely 
little islands, clothed in verdure, which at a short 
distance looked as charming as the fabled gardens 
of liesperia ; indeed no spot on earth can excel them 
in beauty of appearance. These islands are in* 
habited by a few individuals. 

4bout eleven A. M. we landed at the foot of a 
little vifiage en the east bank of the river, where our 
horses an^ mea had arrived before us. Here a little 
milk was presented to us by aPalitadi in the service 
of the Sultan of Ykoorie, and we rested under a large 
tree an hour or two, awaiting the arrival of carriers 
<mxi the city of yaaoi:iet who had been sent' for 
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yesterday by one of the BoosslL messengers that had 
charge of our horses. These men arrived at the vil* 
lage between one and two o'clock in the aftemoooi 
and we immediately mounted and rode onwards. 

The path yras in a N. N. £« direction, and we 
travelled over a steril country, which was gradually 
rising at every step, and abounded plentifully in game. 
The weather was oppressively warm, and we were 
obUged to refresh ourselves by halting occasionally 
and resting in the shade. The soil, which at first 
was 80 indifferent and barren, improved greatly as 
we drew near Ykoorie ; and immense patches of 
land, cultivated with a variety of corn, also with rice, . 
indigo, cotton, &c., i^^re visible on every side. 
Labourers were employed in these plantations, 
attended by a drummer, that they might be excited 
by the soimd of his instrument to work well and 
briskly. On attaining the summit of a steep hill, we 
rode over a very narrow pathway, so much over- 
hung by an Impenetrable thorny shrub that there 
was not room for more than one ihan to walk* This 
led us to the wall of Ykoorie, and we entered the 
city through an amazingly strong passage, in which 
was an immense door covered with plates of iron, 
rudely fastened to the woodrwork. We were almost 
exhausted with fatigue on our arrival, insomuch that 
we excused ourselves from visiting and paying our 
sespects' to the sultan, and we were conducted to a 
convenient habitation, which had been prepared for 
us. Y^oorie is about eight miles N» N. £• from the 
tillage at which we landed* / 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Bemarks on the RiTei^lDteUiKepce of tlM Fate of Mr. Pvk— His Gtiii 
obtained— Visit to th^ Suhao— Unsnccessfbl Application for Mr. 
Park's Papers— Tbe Kingdom and City of YAoorie and its Nativea— 
The Sultan's Son— Insurgents— The Sultan's J)aughters— Mischief 
of the Widow Zoma— Application of the Travellers to the Kins c^ 
fioossA — ^Wars in Noume— Provinces of HAuaea— Detention of the 
Travellers— The Sultan of YAoorle— 4ii8 Charaote^->FaraweU Visit. 

With the exception of the dangerous rocks at 
Boossk, we are informed that during our four days' 
passage up the river, we have passed all the most 
difficidt places in it ; neither rocks nor sandbanks, it 
is said, being either above Y^oorie, or below Boossk. 
We have said nothing of the course of the river, 
because it is pretty well understood that this .city 
lies nearly due north of Boossk; and also, that not- 
withstanding its windings and the number and variety 
of its channels, the Niger or Quorra flows past 
Boossk in a^ingle undivided channel. In its natural 
bed, when uninterrupted by rocks and dther impedi- 
mentsi the river runs at- this time of the year at the 
rate of between one and two miles in an hour ; when- 
ever it is obstructed by them, however, the velocity 
of the current is con8iderad)ly increased. Although 
during the dry season,, no communication or inter- 
course is maintained by water between Boossa and 
the countries or states lowier down the river, by rea- 
son of the dangerous rocks which have been already 
alluded to more than once ; yet in the wet season, 
after the " Malca" (or fourteen days' incessant rain) 
has set in, when all the rivers which are dry during 
the remainder of the year pour their overplus into 
the " Great Father of Waters," as the Niger is em- 
phatically styled, then canoe^ it is said, pass to and 
o between Yaoorie, Nouffie, Boossa, and Funda* 
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It is immediately after the '^Malca,'* idao, that the 
Niger,, by the depth and velocity of its current, 
sweeps off the rank grass which springs up annually 
on its borders. Every rock and every low island is 
then completely covered, and may be passed over in 
canoes without difficulty, or even apprehension of 
danger. The enterprising Mr. Park must have had 
a thousand' diificulties to overcome in his voyage 
down the Niger» It was about this time of the year 
that he arrived at Y^orie, and the river, it is said, 
was then about the same height as it is at present* 
The canoemen, who in all probability were his 
slkves, were said to be chained to the canoe, in order 
to prevent their running away ; his pilot was unac- 
quainted with the river any farUier, and therefore he 
received his wages here in Ydoorie and returned to 
his owa country ; and Mr. Park, with a companion, 
and three white boys, continued their journey down 
the Nif er, without any person whatever to point out 
the safest channel, or warn them of their danger. 
When the accident happened at Boossk by which 
they lost their lives, it is said they preferred beinff 
drowned to'avoid as they imagined a more dreadM 
death. 

Many years ago, a large boat arrived at Ykoorie 
on a trading voyage from Timbuctoo. Having dis* 
posed of their merchandise, the boatmen returned to 
their country by land, because they asserted that the 
exertion of worldng their vessel back so great a dis 
tance against the stream was too much for them, 
and therefore they left it behind at Yaoorie. 

Monday f June i6M. — ^This mommg we were visited 
by the chief of the Arabs of this city, who (if such a 
title can be used with propriety) is prime minister to 
the sultan. He is a very old man, as dark as ft 
Dative ; and was dressed in the costume of his eoiin- 
trfmen, which is very becommg. His beard was 
long,- and as white |ui snow, and a singular tuft of 
hair which was directly under the lower lip di(J not 
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look much unlike the tail of a white moose. Though 
toothless, the old man was yet, very communicative 
and intelligent, and among other tlihigs he informed 
us that Mr. Park did not visit the city of Yi5K>rie, but 
remained in his canoe at the village where we landed 
yesterday, and despatched a messenger in his stead 
to the sultan, with a suitable present. This Arab 
had been sent by the sultan to-lhe village with pres- 
ents in return, and by his description of Mr. Park's 
dress, he must have worn' the laced tobe that we 
received of the King of Boossi, and which may 
account for the facility with which we obtained it, 
as well as the reluctance of the king to enter into 
an explanation of the manner in which his ancestor 
had got possession of it. Mr. Park is stated to luive 
been drowned in this same dress. The Arab informed 
us, that he had in his possession a cutlass and a 
double-barrelled gun, which was part of Mn Park's 
present to the sultan. We expressed a wish to look 
at these weapons, and they were immediately sent 
for. The gun was very excellent, and handsomely 
mounted ; and we offered our own fowling-pieee in 
exchange for it, which was cheerfully agnreed to, but 
not till after the sultan's consent had in the first place 
been obtained. 

Not long after the old Arab had taken his leave of 
us, several of his country-people, of much fairer com* 
plexions, came to pay their respects; and amon^ 
them was a young" man named A/t, who arrived in 
this city yesterday, in ten days from Soccatoo, having 
stopped to trade on the road. 

The journey from hence to the city of Soccatoo, 
when no stoppageis made on the road, may easily be 
accomplished iu five days only ; and this is the regu* 
lar time the natives take to go there. Koolfu is two 
days' journey from Yaoorie. He represented himself 
as one of the Arabs that accompanied Major Denhamt 
Captain Clapperton, and their party over the desert 
from Mourzukt in Fezzan, to Bomou. 
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Last night the sultan stent us a buUocky a fine large 
sheep of a peculiar species, the handsomest we ever 
saw ; a great quantity of milk, and several hundred 
weight of rice ; and this evening we received a large 
turkey and a bowl of rice from the chief of the Arabs. 

Tuesday, June S9M.-^This evening, by desire, we 
went to pay our respects to the sultan. We soon 
arrived at the palace, which is a very large building, 
or rather a group of buildings enclosed by a high 
wall ; and dismounting, we were presently conducted 
through a low avenue formed by pillars, which was 
as dark as a subterraneous passage. This led to a 
large square yard, which we entered, and found it to 
communicate with the sultan's apartments, by the 
number of domestics that, were hurrying about. 
Several people ivere sitting on the ground, but we 
were obliged to stand a long time, during which a 
profound silence was preserved, and no one was 
polite enough to offer us a mat to sit on. At length 
we received a summons to advance, and were intro- 
duced into another square, very much resembling a 
clean farm-yard. Here we discovered the sultan 
sitting alone hi the centre of the square, on a plain 
piece of carpeting, with a pillow on each side of him, 
and a neat brass pan in front. His appearance was 
not only mean, but absolutely Squalid and dirty. He 
is a big-headed, corpulent, and jolly-looking . man, 
well stricken in years; and though there iip something 
harsh and forbidding in his countenance, yet he was 
generally smiling during the conference. The con- 
versation commenced in the usual compUmentary 
way ; and then our obiect in visiting Yaoorie was 
briefly and indirectly hinted at. "V^en we asked 
him whether he did not send ia letter to the late Cap- 
tain Ciapperton while that officer was at Koolfu, in 
which he had affirmed that he had certain books and 
pape.rs in his possession which belonged to Mr. Park, 
he appeared very much confused. After .thinking 
and hesitating, a good while, he an8w;ered with an 
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aifectedlaiigii, ''How do yoa think Hmt I conUI have 
the books of a person that was lost at Boossd V* and 
this was all he said on the subject. He subsequently 
wished to know the reason that Captain Clapperton 
refused to visit him when he passed throagfa the 
country ; but more especially why, after his death, 
I had not paid him that maik of respect on my retnm 
to the coast from Soccatoo. My reply to him was, 
that I had been told he was the greatest monarch in 
the country, and therefore I should have felt ashamed 
to have visited him with the trifling present which I 
had to offer, as he might consider it an insult to his 
dignity. A frown of disapprobation settled on his 
countenance at hearing this, and he sharply rejoined, 
that he was perfectly weU acquainted with the nature 
and value of the presents which had been made to 
the various chiefs I had visited ; but that if I had 
nothing to offer him, it was my duty, and should 
have been my first care, to have paid my respects to 
him at Yaoorie. Here the conversation was abruptly 
ended f the sultan was more than half-inclined to be 
angry with us ; and we were not at all sorry to be 
reconducted to the open air. 

Wednesday, June 90th. — This morning I carried the 
snltan*s present to him ; but it was very coldly re- 
ceive. I stated, that by reason of the selfishness 
and bad faith of the chief at the seaside, and the 
length of the journey from thence, the presents #e 
had brought from England were nearly all expended; 
insomuch that we found it wocdd be impossible to 
reach Bomou without receiving an additional supply 
of goods, which in our present situation we had no 
opportunity of obtaining; and that this being the case, 
we had no other resource left but to get to the salt 
water, when our wants would be promptly supplied. 
I observed that going down the river in a canoe would 
be the easiest and best means of effecting this object, 
to which the sultan replied that the price of a canoe 
would be a hundred dollars ; but he was told thai 



we had not ^toperty enough to pixrehase ose. Tbe 
road overland to Funda, by way of Koolfu or Guarie, 
-was then mentioned,' and the gultan promised to send 
us thither in two or three days. Herei the conTeirsa- 
tion ended, and I took my leave. 

The young Arab from Soccatoo visited us again 
to-day, and presented us with dried dates which he 
had brought from Fezzan, "and a quantity of trona. 
All is a handsome and intelligent young man, fuid is- 
extremely open and communicative. But aU his good 
qualities are cast in the shade by a mean and rapacious 
habit of begging, which he displays in common with 
his countrymen who reside here, and which has dis- 
gusted and disfdeas^d us mpre than once. He tella 
us that he is on his way to Aldire in Yarriba with 
goods and horses for scde; but he is. suspected to be 
a spy sent by Bello to examine the forti^cations and 
ascertain \h^ st&te of public feeling in the city, ^th 
intelligence of which, he is to return to him. 

Thursday, Jufy 1st. — Yesterday nothing occutred 
worthy of observation, nor has any thing taken place 
to-day which requires more than a passing femarJe. 
The sultan sent us ten old guns to clean and repaic 
this morning; we are unable to execute the latter 
part of His commands, but fortunately the mulatto 
who accompianied us from Baddgry is fully competent 
to the task, and in such cases always acts in our 
stead. The sultan sent for Pascoe two hours afters, 
ward, and desired him to ask us for medicine to cure 
sore eyes, and complaints in the bowels* We are 
pestered with such applications as these aU daylong* 
Pascoe embraced the opportunity of making inquiries 
of the sultan concerning the lost papers of Mr. Park» 
as we had deaire^ him; but he shook Ins; head, and 
would say nothing about the matter, and immediately 
shifted the conrersatioa to ahother subject* Thia 
prince ^stomes more conseqtience than any chief ojr 
monarch that we have yet s'eien ; he never receives a 
visit but he Exacts from the- vifdter the most humili* 
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ating fonns of address; and even when the Arabs 
themselves obtain an audience, they are obliged to 
deliver what they have to say to him on their knees. 
Perhaps he expected a similar servile, position from 
us, for such his countenance seemed to indicate, but 
whatever might have been his expectation, we had 
no notion of demeaning ourselves so grossly in his 
presence. Since our arrival in this city, my brother 
and I have been very seriously indisposed, as might 
be expected, for the air is humid and unwholesome, 
being impregnated with all manner of noxious efflu- 
via, from the swampy nature of the soil at this season 
of the year, and the number of large pools of impure 
water which exist more or less in every qnarter of 
the town. . ' 

. Friday y July Qd. — ^It is rather unfortunate for us 
that so immense a quantity of needles was distributed 
through the country by the last mission; the inarket 
here is even now completely overstocked with them, 
so that we find it difficult to dispose of ours for a 
quarter of their value. In Yarriba and elsewhere it 
was a general practice with us to pay the carriers of 
our luggage with needles only, but here we are 
endeavouring to dispose of them in order to purchase 
provisions for our people. . We brought with us from 
England nearly a hundred thousand needles, of va^ 
nous sizes, and among them was a great quantity of 
^ Whiteq}iapel sharps,'' warranted '/ super^ne ana not 
to cut in the eye !" Thus highly recommended, we 
imagined that these needles must have been exceUenf 
indeed; but what was our surprise some time ago, 
w^en a number of them which we had disposed of 
were^retumed to us with a complaint that they were 
all eyelessj thus redeeming with a vengeance the 
pledge of the manufacturer, that they '* wouM not 
cut in the eye." On an examination afterward, we 
found \he same £aiult with the remainder of the 
** Whitechapel sharps," so that to saye our credit we 
nave been obliged to throw them away. Our beal 
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mad almost only resource has been in the metal 
buttons attached to our English clothes. These, 
ivhen polished brightly, look well, and have com- 
pletely won the people of all ranks, from the sultan 
to the slave, who freely offer three or four hundred 
coivries each for those with silver gilt, and double 
that sum for one with gold gilt ; whereas, for a good 
looking-g;lass we can only obtain three hundred 
cowries. Our clothes are nearly all stripped of their 
buttons ; and we now place our dependence for future 
support principally on a (uiantity of livery and sol-' 
diers' buttohs, which are, nowever, riather dull and 
dirty» and will require many hours' labour before 
they attain any degree of brightneids. 

Sunday J July Ath* — ^Yesterday was barren of inci- 
dent of any kind. To-day I visited the sultan to 
make a last application for Mr. Park's papers. He 
would ffive no decisive answer ; but in the course 
of the day, he said he would tell the chief of the 
Arabs every thing relative to them, and would send 
him to us with the information. Accordingly, in 
th^ afternoon the old man came as commanded ; 
but instead of delivering the expected communica- 
tion, he said that we fiSfiould cei;tainly inspect the 
books to-morrow ; and in the mean time the sultan 
would thank us to sell him' some gunpowder, and 
w[hatever red cloth we might have left. This re« 
finement in begging, or, in other words, this mean 
rapaciousness on the part of the sultan, was never 
more apparent than in this instance; He had pre- 
viously requested us to seU him ^a quantity of beads, 
&c., to which he expressed a wish that we should 
ajQfix our own price. We did so j but on applying 
for payment, he has uniformly returned for answer 
that we had asked too large a sum for those articles. 
Notwithstanding this, we gave the Arab the powder 
and red cloth which he h^ requested in the name 
of his master, with a message that the sultan was at 
liberty to give whatever he Siought proper for them. 
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Instead, .lowever, of returning ns the money, be has 
kept the goods without malting the slightest ac- 
knowledgment ; and sent a eunuch in the eveniiig 
to beg a few needles, which of course it wonld be 
impolitic to refuse. 

Monday, July €th. — It has rained very heayfly 
all day, insomuch that on our parts we could not 
visit the sultan, nor could a messenger come from 
him to us. 

Tuesday, July 5th, — ^This forenoon we sent Pascoe 
with a message to the sultan, that we earaesthr 
wished to receive a final and decisive answer with 
regard to the restoration of Mr. Park's papers, which 
we declared to have been the sole object of our 
visiting him, and that it was our desire to quit 
Yaoorie immediately. This bold and to us unusual 
language seemed to have surprised and startled the 
sultan, and he instantly despatched the old Arab to 
inform us, that '' he declared to God, in the most 
solemn manner, that he had n^ver had in his pos- 
session, nor seen, any books or papers of the white 
travellers fliat perished at Boossa." The Arab 
likewise assured us that we were at liberty to pro- 
ceed on our journey whenever we shomd think 
proper. Thus, notwithstanding all the false hopes 
which the sultan artfully held out to us that Mr. 
Park's papers were actually in his possession, his 
letter to Captain Clapperton, which expressly stated 
this to be the case, and the pitiful shuffling which 
he has displayed to keep us so long in suspense 
with respect to any true information, it appears 
then, without doubt, t1;iat he has not, and never has 
had, a single book or paper in the English language. 
His only motive for the dastardly conduct he bias 
displayed could have been neither more nor less 
than the hope of getting us into his power by mis- 
representation and falsehood, in order to obtain 
some of the European articles which we had in our 
possession. That the sidtan has succeeded so weQ 
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vith U6 has not been our fault entirely; but even 
now he is by no means satisfied, nor is it likely that 
he will be while we remain with him. It is a satis* 
faction at lea&t for us to know that the long-sought 
papers are at present nowhere in existence. 

Wednesday, Jtdy 1th, — ^Yaoorie is a large, flourish- 
ing, and united kingdom. It is bounded on the east 
by Haussa, on the west by Borgoo, on the north by 
Cubbie, and on the south by the kingdom of Nouffie. 
The crown is hereditary, and the government an ab- 
solute despotism. The former sultan was deposed 
by his subjects for his violent measures and general 
bad conduct ; and the present ruler^ who succeeded 
him, has reigned for the long (^riod of thirty-nine 
years. The sultan has a strong military force, 
which has successfully repelled, it is said, the re- 
peated attacks which the ever-restless Faidtahs for 
^a number of years past made on the city and Idng 
dom of Yaoorie ; it is now employed in a remote 
province in quelling a rising insurrection, occasioned 
partly from the inabiHty of the natives to pay their 
accustomed* tribute, and partly from the harsh mea>- 
sures adopted by the sultan to qompel them to do 
so. The city of Yaoorie is of prodigious extent, 
and is supposed to be as populous as any other in 
the whole continent, or at least that part of it i^hich 
is visited by the trading Arabs. Its wall is high and 
very excellent, though made of clay alone, and may 
be between twenty and thirty miles in circuit ; and 
it has ei^ht vast entrance-gates Or doors, which are 
well fortified after the manner of the country. The 
inhabitants manufacture a very coarse and inferior 
sort of gunpowder, which, however, is the best and, 
we believe, the only manufactory of the kind in this 
part of the country ; besides which they make very 
neat saddles, country cloth, &c. ; and they grow in- 
digo, tobacco, onions, wheat, and different kmds of 
grain, and vast Quantities of rice of superior quality 
The inhabitants have likewise horses, bullocks, goats, 
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Ac., but notwithstanding their industry and the ad' 
vantafes which they enjoy, they are very poorly 
clad, have little money, and are perpetuaU^ com- 
plaining of their bad coDditioa. An indifferent 
market ia held in the city daily under commodious 
sheds, in which the above articles are oflfered for 

The better sort of women, or those that can afford 
time and money for the piirpoae, wear their hair 
plaited very ingenioualy, and died blue with indigo; 
their lips are likewise stained yellow and blue, which 
gives them an inexpreaaibly odd appearance ; and 
their eyes are blackened with powdered antimony, 
or something- of the same nature and properties, 
which ia imported from a place called' ,/acoia. This 
is in general use, not only here, but in every. other 
place which we have visited. 

The use of hennah is as general at Vaoorie as 
elsewhere ; the more opulent females make use of 
tbis most beautiful die in profusion; they simply 
apply the pounded leaves of this plant to wie teeth, 
and to the finger and toe-nails ; for the latter it is 
made into a kind of poultice, and in the evening is 
put on those parts, and remains till next momuig. 
The poorer sort of females, however, from neces- 
sity, we suppose, rather than from inclination, make 
use of neither of these ornaments to enhance their 
natural charms; and, save tattooing, they have no 
personal embellishments whatever. 

The sultan's residence, as well as the houses of 
many of the principal inhabitants of the city, are 
t^Fo stories in height, having thick and clumsy stairs 
of clay leading to the upper apartments, which aro 
rather lofty;' and, together with rooms on the 
ground-floor, have doorways sufficiently large to 
enable a person to enter them without putting him- 
self to the inconvenience of stooping. The principal 
^rt of the houses are biiilt in the circular or coozie 
nshion, but the inhabitants have a few sqiiai« onea ; 
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and the stdtan's are of no regfiOar form ivhatever. 
It may be considered somewhat singular that the 
generality of the natives of Western and Central. 
acnd, we believe, also of Northerii Africa, ^* moisten 
the floors of their huts and the inside of their walla 
"With a solution of cow-dung and water, two or three 
'times a day, or as often as they can find the mater 
rials." . *' Though disa^eeable to the smell of a 
European, this keeps the interior of a dwelling' as 
eool as it i^ dark.** We should have thought that 
Dr. Johnson, from whom this quotation is taken, 
was speaking of the native dwellings of .this part 
of the world, instead of those of the East Indies, 
ao exactly does he describe them. 

Between the- clusters or assemblages of huts in 
Yaoorie there is a considerable quantity of fertile 
land, which is left for cattle to gtaze on, or for the 
purposes of husbandry and agriculture. 

There is a great variety of trees within the walls 
of the city, consisting of the lime, the palm, the 
mi-cadania, and the dote ; but the latter* though it 
appears very luxuriant, never was known to bear 
fruit. The palm-tree adorns the banks of the Niger, 
and increases in quantj,ty the farther we advance 
up the river ;<.yet that variety of it which bears the 
cocoanut is nowhere to be seen, owing, most hkely, 
to the distance from the sea. For a reason alreaay 
given in a preceding part of this journal, no proper 
estimation can be fonned of the number of inhabit* 
anfcs which Yaoorie contains, but it is surprisingly 
great. 

- Thursday and Friday ^ July 8M and 9M. — ^During 
both these d^ys we have been honoured with long 
visits from the sultanas daughters, eldest son, and 
sister ; the faces of the former ara familiar, because 
tiiey come to see us every day. The old Arab also 
visited, us on Thursday morning, to pay his respects, 
according to his custom ; but when he entered the 
iipartment and discovered the heir-appaient in con^ 
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▼enatioii with hb* he seeoied surprised' mid dis- 
pleased, and immediately ordered the yoimg- man to 
quit the a^Kirtment wiu his suite, which was in- 
stantly obeyed by the prince, without a syllable of 
complaint or disapprobation at this peremptory 
command. We subsequently desired an explanation 
of such arbitraiy conduct on the part of the Arab, 
and he informed us, in answer, that it was done in 
order to prevent the young man from soliciting' us 
for poison, which he might employ in the destruc- 
tion of his father's life, — so suspicious are the sove- 
reigns of this country of the intentions of even their 
own children. 

The sultan has sent to inform us that he win be 
occupied three days in writing to the King of Eng- 
land an explanation of his conduct with respect to 
Mr. Park's papers ; and he would therefore thank 
us to remain in Y^rie till the expiration of that 
p^od. 

A fatdJdej which left this city for Koolfu this 
(Friday) morning, had orders from the sultan to 
return while they were on their journey ; and they 
accQrdingly re-entered Yaoorie in the afternoon. 
It is reported that the ringleader of the insurgents in 
Engarskij the province in which the cu^tomaiy 
trilnite was refused to be paid, left the rebels a short 
time ago to fight for themselves, and fled to the king- 
dom ofNouflie. On his arrival he besought X]xe Ma^a 
to assist him against the soldiers of Yaoorie, and 
succeeded so far, thai assistance was promised him 
by the Nouffie king ; but as soon as this news had 
reached Engarski, the sultan's soldiers all desierted 
their posts, and returned to him without delay. 
Both these days the men have been entering the 
city ; and they have brought with them only be- 
tween forty and fifty slaves. This is the reason 
that the fatakie were stopped on their way to 
Koolfu ; and in all probability, if the news be true, 
it will likawise ^ect our journey thither. 
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T)u8 eveniiig |;he war^dmin was, sounded outside 
the sultan's house ; the noise of which, is not pecu- 
liarly loud or dissonant, and is a much more civilized 
kind of sound than the startling war-cry of the people 
of Y^riba and Borgoo. The sultan has just sent 
i¥ord that he wishes to see us to-morrow morning 
ooaceming the price of the red cloth which he re- 
cently purchased of us ; and at the same time he de- 
sires to see a specimen x>f each kind of button in our 
possession, because, he has a great inclination to 
purchase a quantity, or the whole of them, for the 
use of himself and f^miily. By the man that brought 
us this message he sent us for the first time a num- 
ber of goora-nuts, .alleging, as an excuse for not 
offering us any before, &at he did not imagine that 
Christians liked them. 

Saturday, Judy lOM. — Horse-soldiers are continu- 
ing to arrive by one and two at a time from Engarski, 
and tl^e dead body of one of their captains has like- 
wise been brought into the city. This individual 
came by his death in rather a mysterious manner, 
insomuch that the public opinion is divided on the 
subject ; some saying that he fell by an arrow, and 
others asserting with equal confidence that he was 
poisoned by his wife, who, after the consummation 
of her cri^e, fied to the embraces of an Airab who 
had been her lover before her marriiage with the de- 
ceased. 

During the war, which -has continued the,se four 
months, the loss on the part of Yaoorie has been 
about a half-dozen men killed, and the slaughter on 
thQ part of the rebels, it is said, has- been no less. 
This sanguinary contest is a specimen of their war- 
fare, so that there will never be any great danger of 
depopulation from foreign wars or domestic broils. 

The sultan has been shut up in his house, all day, 
and will not be spoken to, owing to the ill success 
of the Engarski expedition; but though this circum- 
itaoQe is publicly knowxi, the inhabitants of the city 
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have shown no inclination to monm with their sove* 
reign ; on the contrary, they have been employed in 
ma&ing a *' berka^ (blessing) for the safe return of 
the warriors, and feasting, rejoicing, and merriment 
were freely indulged in this evening in conseqnence. 
In the midst of their jollity, however, the people 
were thrown into confusion by a rumour that the 
** clashing of arms was heard in Koolfu,'* or, in other 
words, that preparations were making in that city 
for a great war ; that Falatahs and Noufiie men virere 
assembling there from sdl quarters; and that they 
were on the eve of making a fierce attack either on 
Wowow or the metropolis of Engarski ; hut which 
of these cities is to be devoted to destruction no one 
can tell. Groups of people are expressing* their 
hopes and fears in whispers in eveiy par^ of the 
city, 

Sunday^ July llth. — ^Having been sent fof, I visited 
the sultan to-day with a piece of red cloth, two pjur 
of scissors, a quantity of buttons, and a canister of 
powder. When introduced, I found him cheerfol 
and merry, and his good-humour continued through- 
out our interview. He observed that the war which 
was just terminated had cost him a great deal of 
money, so that he regretted his inabiUty to pay so 
large a sum for the articles as I had demanded. At 
length, after a httle civil contention on both sides, a 
. bargain was made by the sultan's agreeing to give 
twenty-five thousand cowries for the powder, scis- 
fiors, and red cloth, and two hundred cowries for 
every little button that we have, which he prefers to 
the larger ones. Four hundred were asked ; but as 
these little buttons are the {Commonest sort, and 
have been besides much worn, I did not long hesi- 
tate in acceding to his terms. In allusion to our de^ 
parture, the sultan observed that the path was dan- 
gerous, but when the obstacles should be removed, 
which MTOuld doubtless be in a few da3rB, and when 
his letter to the monarch of England should be 
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written^ we might qait the city without further delay^ 
for which intelligence I thanked him and took my 
leave. 

iThe sultan sent us a large ostrich a day or two 
ago to look at, and su]t>sequently offered to give it to 
OS, imt as this immense bird would require two or 
three men to 'take care of him on the. road home- 
ward, we declined to take him, and could oidy thank 
the sultan for his intended kindness. 

Monday, July 12/A.-^Nothing of consequence has 
occurred to-day in the city. The greater part of the 
morning was employed in cleaning and polishing thJB 
buttons promised to the sultan, who had sent for 
them before they were finished. Two or three of 
Ms daughters* are oqr daily visiters, and th^y trifle 
a good deal of their time away in our company.r< 
They sometimes bring with them a pleasaut intoxi- 
cating liquor called ''booza" (a kind of beer), which 
they offer us to drink ; but they contrive to get tipsy 
with it themselves. These ladies are occasionally 
so troublesome, that we are obliged to frighten them 
away with our pistols. 

Tuesday, July 13«A,— -The *♦ great war," for whi<^ 
there was said to have been such mighty preparai- 
tions in Nouffie, and which caused so much con- 
sternation in this city an ev^ung or two ago, has 
terminated in the capture of a herd of the King of 
Wowo w's bullocks near the walls of his town.. The 
plunderers, it is said, were mcited to undertake this 
piedatory excursion by the representations of that 
wicked ^nd turbulent wbman, widow Zuma, through 
the agency of her son, who, since his elopement 
from Wowow, has been residing in some part of 
Nonffie. The widow imagined that she was not 
safe in BoossiL after this m'aficious act, and she left 
that city tmd fled to a town In the province of En- 
garski. iBut the governor refused her his protection, 
and sent her ba<£ again to Boossi with an escort; 
and the king, in all priibabiMty, will either deliver 
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her into the hands of the monarch of Wowo'ir, is 
which caee she will lose her head, gr he will haTe 
her severely punished at Booss^ 

The sultan told us to-day^in [dain and decisive 
terms, that he can send as neither by way of Koolfii 
nor Guarie, because the Fal&tahs, he aflfirms, are in 
both those plaees. He wishes, however, to be ex- 
pressly understood that it is from iio disinclination 
on his part to send us to either of those places, but 
that hid gfreat regard for us will not pernnt him to 
lead us into danger. New we know very well that 
the Falitahs ha^ neither the upper hand at Koolfiv 
nor Guarie. - The natives of the latter state in par-^ 
ticttlar not long since cut off the heads of all the 
Faldtahs that could be found in their country, and 
from that time they have enjoyed the most perfect 
independence. The Sultan of Y^orie said fyrtherf 
that the best thing he could do was to send us back 
' again to Booss^ and from thence he was sure we 
might have liberty to go anywhere. The moment 
we found that this was his intention we returned to 
our house ; and, having fonhed our resolution, we 
instantly despatched one of our men vrith a message 
to the Kmg of BoossHi, to the following effect :*— 
^ *^ That^ finding our presents insufficient to defray 
our expenses on the road to Guarie and Bornou, we 
were under the necessity of returning to the salt* 
water to obtain more. That the chief of Bad%7, 
who is governor of that part of the coast at which 
we had landed, had treated us so very ill while we 
were witli him, that he would detain us m his town 
for the remainder of our lives <if we were to return 
by the way we had come ; and, by so doing, that we 
should be unable to avoid falling into his power. 
Besides which, the journey thitiiier is so long that we 
shoidd experience the same or even .greater incon- 
venience than if we were to proceed to Bornou 
through Catsheenah. Under these circumstancea^ 
we were extremely- desia^as of travelling to the 
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salt-water by a shorter and safer route, and woiiid 
therefore prefer going by Fonda as the easiest and 
likeliest means of accomplishing that end. But as 
we had heard that the road to* that kingdom by land 
is infested with Fal&tahs who live by plunder and 
violence, we should feel infinitely obliged to him** 
(the King of Booss^), ** if he could either sell or lend 
us a canoe to proceed thither by water ; and if so, 
that we would remunerate him to the utmost of our 
ability." 

We sent away the messenger this morning on bis 
errand, and shall await his return with considerable 
anxiety. If an unfavourable answer be returned, we 
are resolved, instead of • proceeding to Boossii, to 
proceed on to Guarie, and thence to Funda, as we 
originally intended, whatever may be the conse- 
quence. 

Wednesday, July I4th, — ^We were favoured with 
▼isits this morning from several respectable females, 
the wives and daughters of a number of distinguished 
chiefs, whom they had accompanied to the late war. 
The inhabitants of this place, as well as of many 
other towns, are of opinion that it is in our power to 
cure every disorder under the sun. Applications are 
daily made to us for medicine to cure a variety of 
complaints; and more than one married lady has 
been entreating us to remove the cause of barrenness 
from them. Other requests, equally serious and 
equally absurd, have been made, with which of coutse 
it is wholly out of our power to comply ; but the ap- 
plicants do not readily believe our assertions, nor 
can we induce or compel them to leave our house 
tin something in the shape of medicine has been 
given them. 

Thursday, July 15M.-«'Fa]&tahs, it is said« have 

SUaged and burnt the city of Engarski, and taken 
oolfu, so that the road to Boossa is also for the 
Sesent denied us. These '' setters up and pullers 
iwn of kings,** for some reason^ ave offended with 
Vol,, I.— A a 
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the ma^a, the present monarch of Nooffie, and have 
determined to appoint his elder brother, the exiled 
Ikleresa, as ruler in his stead. Several revolutions 
have already taken place in Nouffie through the in* 
strumentahty of these ambitious Falit^Sis, which 
have all terminated in the confusion of the greater 
part of that distracted conntryf and to the adyance- 
ment of their deadliest foes, who have now gained a 
footing in the land. 

We have been repeatedly informed that Ederesa 
succeeded his father in the government of Nonffie, 
and was acknowledged their legitimate monarch by 
the whole nation. A rebellion, howeyer, headed by 
the magia (Ederesa's younger brother), broke out 
shortly after his accession; and to aid his ambitious 
designs upon the hberties of the people, the former 
made a journey to Soccatoo, to request the assist- 
ance of Bello. This wily chief eagerly seized so 
fair an opportunity of promoting the interests of his 
country, oy medcUing with the domestic policy of 
the government of Nonffie ; he had wisdom enough 
to foresee the advantages which would in all prob- 
ability accrue to him by granting the magia his re- 
vest and taking him under his protection ; and he 
immediately reinforced the rebels by a choice body 
of soldiers* This first civil war was not of long cod' 
tiriuance; Ederesa's army was defeated by the 
mercenary troops and their adherents; the whole 
countiy was soon overrun and subjugated by these 
soldiers ; Ederesa was obhged to flee from his do' 
minions, and the ma^^a governed Nonffie in his stead. 
The chief benefits resulting to Bello from the suc' 
cess of the rebels were a half-yearly tribute which 
the magia agreed to pay him in slaves and handsome 
tobes of native manmactm'e ; and, what was of more 
consequence, he gained a footing for his people in a 
flourishing and ^autiful kingdom, which may be 
styled the granary of this part of the continent. 

The Falltah soldiers remained in Nonffie to dc- 
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fend and support the interests of the new king ; but 
the country did not long enjoy peace and tranquil- 
lity, for the foreigners, observing their influence and 
numbers considerably augmenting, found occasion 
to quarrel with the magia, which was the occasion 
of another civil war. Turning from him whom 
they had elevated to the throne, they recalled Ede« 
resa, and succeeded, after an ineffectual resistance 
on the part of his brother, in restoring him to the 
dignity, of which they themselves had so eagerly 
stripped him only a -short time before. Ederesa 
subsequently formed the patriotic and laudable reso- 
lution of expelling these dangerous and intriguing 
strangers from his dominions ; for he was convinced 
that his country would never be at peace while they 
were suffered to remain in it. No sooner, however, 
did he set about putting this project into execution, 
than his watchful brother raised a party in oppo- 
sition to it, and the Fal&tahs of course flew to his 
assistance* The fruit of this combination was the 
total defeat of the king^s party, and the reinstitu- 
tion of the ma^a into his former usurped rights. 
Meantime the FaliLtahs increased fast m Nouffie, 
they inhabited towns which they had not built, and 
subsisted by the labour of others. The head of 
their party was a cousin of BeUo, named Mallam 
Dendo, who resided on the banks of the Niger, in a 
large city of his own, which is called Rahba. He 
and the magia divided the sovereignty of the king- 
dom between them till very recently, and remained 
at peace with each other ; but now, they say, there 
has been a third quarrel, and the Faldtahs have 
taken possession of Koolfu, till Ederesa shall have 
been made acquainted with the revolution in his 
favour. The magia is too helpless and insi^ficant 
to offer the slig^itest resistance to this mtended 
change in his estate, and is livine in retirement at 
a town about a day and a halTs journey from 
Koolfu. These domestic broils have been very 
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prejudicial to the interests of Nbnffie, and the people 
greatly lament their misfortunes. The Fal&tahs 
are the only gainers by them; they are now in 
actual possession of more than half of the kingdom, 
and have enslaved a very hurffe portion of its indus- 
trious population. Some of the finest and most 
opulent of their towns have been sacked and de- 
stroyed, and others they have taken for themselves. 
In this distracted state of afibirs, Nouffie, whose 
inhabitants, it is everywhere acknowledged, are the 
most ingenious and industrious in all these parts, is 
fast falEng to decay, and is become a pre^ to all 
manner of abuses, and to every species of crime. 

Fridayr July 16M. — ^Although the Fal&tahs have 
been so successfiQ in Nouffie, and are gradually 
spreading themselves throughout the countries 
composing Western Africa, so as to be near the sea, 
where it is the ^at object of their ambition to get, 
they have withm this year or two suffered many 
defeats, and lost much ground in Haussa, which is 
the scene of their first operatibns, and they are 
likely to lose much more. The following are the 
names of the kingdoms or states which form the 
country called Haussa. With the exception of 
Kdtankora and Wambai they were aU conquered by 
Danfodid shortly after his first appearance with the 
Fal&tsdis; but those marked with an asterisk have 
regained their independence since his decease. 
That marked with an F. is now in the occupation 
of the conquerors ; and those with F. and H. partly 
belong to the Fal&tahs and partly to the foriginid 
natives. Catsheenah was the head or principal 
states and all the others used to pay a small tribute 
tp its sovereign. 

1. Catsheenah F. B. 5. Kano, F. 

9. Cabbie, * 6. G^rtier, * 

S. GuArie, * 7. Kotonkora, NatiTea. 

4. Zamfta. F. H. 8. Womba, Natirea. 

Catsheenah, the capital of HdussSf in the state or 
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kingdom pf Catsheenah, together with an inaigiiifi- 
cant tovirxit are the only two places at present in the 
possession of the Falatahs in that country. Socca^ 
too stands on the extreme borders of Cubbie, yet it 
is not considered as being in that province. 

The natives of Guarie lately rose simultaneously, 
and cut off their oppressoirs to a man, nor has Bello 
yet been able to revenge their loss. 

Ztilamee, and other towns of consideration in 
Zunifra, have within these few months been retaken 
from the Falatahs. Properly speaking, the province 
of Kano is in Haussa ; but previous to its conquest 
by the Falktahs, it had, from time immemoriid, been 
tributary to Bornou, so that it is considered by 
many as belonging to that empire. The inhabitante 
of the city and state of Gober, against which Bello 
was directing all his power at the period of Captain 
Olapperton^s last Tisit to Soccatoo, have success- 
fully resisted every attack that has been made 
against them, and are now enjoying tranquillity 
and independence. Doncassa, who is the present 
king of Catsheenah, resides at a place called Marddie. 
Doncassa is the hereditary prince of Haussa, and 
notwithstanding his former misfortunes and reverses, 
he is still very powerful, and his strength daily in* 
creases. The sheikh of Bornou assists him with 
men and horses ; and his son is also with him, fijght-' 
ing against the common enemy. Doncassd, it is 
said, can bring no less than forty thousand horse- 
men into the field at one time. Recently his mili- 
tary operations have been attended vnth better suc- 
cess ; and BeUo, despairing of vanquishing him and 
of subjugating the whole of his country, is turning 
his thoughts to the conquest of Yarriba* His sol- 
diers have abeady s^Nread a panic through that king- 
dom, and frightened the timid natives out of two or 
three of their most important towns, and they will 
hftve very little difSculty in depriving them of the 
whole. It is said that after the rains the I^^alatah 

AaS 
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monareh will sdnd a stroitf militaiy force to com- 
plete the eonqaest of Yariun, and wat experienced 
captains are already nominated to accompany the 
expedition. In the mean time Bello is at war i^th 
Bomou and some of the states of Haossa; and 
many thousands of his men, fearing no law, and 
having no ostensible emplojrment, are scattered 
over the whole face of the comitoy. They commit 
all sorts of crimes ; they plunder, they bum, they 
destroy, and even murder, and are not amenable to 
any earthly tribunal for their actions. 

The boasted good government of Bello does not 
extend beyond the precincts of Soccatoo. In other 
parts of his empire the civil department of his ad- 
ministration is most wretchedly conducted, and 
hence the predatory bands of Fal&tahs which an- 
nually go forth to ravage the country. 

Saturday^ Jtdy 17M. — ^The sultan's daughters are 
very numerous ; and in accordance with the usual 
custom of the country, we have been obliged to 
make them a present of a button, or a string of 
beads, or some such trifle. Many of these ladies 
are not very young, for they have passed the meri- 
dian of Ufe; but notwithstanding their seniority, 
they have had bitter disputes and quarrels witii 
their sisters for the fancied better place which the 
latter have in our good graces, and the consequent 
kinder treatment which they have experienced at 
our hands. A breach is thus made in the affections 
of the royal sisters towards each other, and it may 
be years before domestic harmony is re-established 
among them. One or other of tnese females com- 
plains to us every day of having been engaged in 
wrangling or fighting with a sister, on the score of 
jealodsy; and we are obliged to muster all onr 
patience and condole with them in their little mis- 
fortunes, without, however, having the ability to 
relieve them. The Arab, who appears to be the 
sukan's factotum> came to see us this momiof 
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agreeably to his usual practice ; and with joy spark- 
ling in his countenance, he informed us that his mas- 
ter had been inquiring for a canoe in which we may 
return to Boossd. We wished to know when the 
sultan would be inclined to give us permission to 
leave Yaoorie. *♦ What," said he, " is not the news 
I have told you sufficient for one day ?" 

The Arabs in this place (Yaoorie) and all those 
that have passed through the city since our arrival in 
it, who have had no connexion whatever with pach 
other, have assured us that the Niger flows from a 
place called Musser, (query, Mesr ?) where silks and 
other fine articles are manufactured, and that the 
natives of that country trade to Timbuctoo in large 
vessels, carrying thither their silks and manufactures. 

We have neither been able to ascertain the Euro- 

Eean name of Musser, nor its distance from Tim- 
uctoo ; v.'e can only learn that the space between 
the two cities is very great indeed. 

In this part of Africa not the slightest jealousy 
exists in respect to the Niger or any other river, 
for the people cheerfdlly answer every inquiry 
concerning what they may happen to know of its 
course, &c. 

Sunday^ July 18M. — Our man has not yet returned 
from Boossa, and nothing has taken place to-day 
worthy of observation or remark. 

Monday i July l^tJu — The premises which we 
occupy are situated at the northern end of the city, 
and are the property of one of the sultan's married 
daughters, who, with her family, accompanied her 
husband to the late war, and returned from thence 
only a few days ago. 

They form- a little circular enclosure of huts, one 
of which is two stories high ; and it has the con- 
venience of three small yards, in which is good 
stabling for the horses. From the distance of time 
which elapsed after the departure of the sultan's 
warlike daughter to the period of our arrival at 
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Yaoorie, the houses had fallen fast to decay, so 
that when we were introduced into them, one or 
two of the roofs were entirely wanting, and the 
rain, which fell daily, was freely admitted into yJl 
the remainder for want of repair, that with tvsro 
stories alone being an exception. For our own 
comfort, therefore* we took possession of the upper 
room of this hut, which is a long, narrower, and 
ffloomy apartment, having a solid clay floor, and 
five or six small apertures, like pigeon-holes, for 
the purpose of admitting light and air. 

Jut we have beenimahle, from the almost constant 
rain and the marshy nature of the soil of Yikoorie, 
to walk abroad, this room has been, va, a great mea* 
sure, our prison, for we have rarely stirred out of it. 
During the first few days and nights after our ar- 
rival we were pretty comfortable, and, every thing 
considered, we liked our quarters tolerably well; 
but an envious wind having blown a swarm of mos* 

auitoes intd our apartment, we have ever since been 
eprived of sleep at night* And as if this were not 
an evil [sufficiently anno3dng, we are Ukewise visited 
by myriads of gnats, cockroaches, black ants, &c, ; 
besides a number of bats, which flutter even in our 
faces, and cause us much uneasiness. Other de- 
jseni^ions of animals and insects intrude into our 
apartment in the night season, which however do 
not molest us. Under this pressure of grievances, 
my brother and I, finding it impossible to sleep, 
either sit iip or lie awake« and employ ourselves in 
doling away the long and wearisome hours of the 
night in chatting about indifferent matters, or in 
reading aloud, by lamplight, some moral or religious 
work* As soon as the light or dawn of the morning 
penetrates our dismal chamber, our tormentors 
cease to molest us, and we generally find this the 
most favouiable time for procuring a little sleep. 
But then the whole world is awake and abroad ; and 
JiUOian visiters, whose society is scarcely Jess iboler* 
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able than the viditi^tion of our nightly companioiiSy 
intrude their unwelcome persons on our sleeping 
moments, and compel us to listen and answer to 
their vexatious nonsense. Deprived of our natural 
rest, the day is spent with scarcely more enjo3rment 
than the night ; — ^we are heavy, languid, peevish, and 
uncomfortable, and wholly unfit for exertion of any 
kind. The happy freedom from such torture as this 
in Old England can only be appreciated by those 
who have experienced it ; even an hour of such relief 
now would be worth more than we could expresis* 

This forenoon our Boossa messenger retumedy 
and, to our unspeakable joy, informed us that the 
king had consented to procure for us a canoe to 
proceed to Funda, provided the road by land eould 
not be depended on. He candidly stated, however, 
his inability to protect our persons from insult and 
danger beyond his own territories ; and that we must 
solicit the good-will of the prince of Wowow and 
the other r^ers on the banks of the Niger ; and fur-* 
ther, that our own men alone must manage the ca- 
noe, because no one at Boossa would be willing, for 
various reasons, to accompany us in this journey. 
We are therefore in a fair way of accomplishing the 
object of the expedition; and though we are con- 
vinced that we shall be beset with dangers from the 
shore, yet we are in high spirits, and humbly hope 
that, by attending to the necessary precautions, we 
shall be able to overcome them. 

Tuesday^ July 20th. — ^The news of the day is very 
agreeable to all ranks of the good people of this city. 
A body of Faldtahs, amounting to about two hundred 
in number, which left Koolfu a few days since for 
the purpose of attacking Engarski, or rather the re- 
mains of that body, returned yesterday morning to 
that town, having been completely imsuccessfd in 
the object of their expedition, owing to th^ jealousy 
and apprehension of the rebels. It appears, that 
while they were besieging an insignificant Cumkie 
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iaum in the above proyince, a contagious disesse 
broke out among them, and reduced fifty of their 
number to a state of the greatest misery and help- 
lessness. The remainder, becoming alarmed at this 
frightful disorder, ^ed with the utmost precipitation, 
and left their sick and languid companions to the 
mercy of their enemies, who, however, show^ed 
them none ; for as soon as they became acquainted 
with the departure of their besiegers, a number of 
them came out armed, and with savage coolness de- 
liberately cut off the heads of their helpless and 
prostrate foes, and immediately despatched intelli* 
gence of the Uoody exploit to the Sultan of Y^oorie. 
The road to BoossIl is by this means once more de- 
clared to be open, and we shall leave hence as soon 
as we receive permission. The sultan has not yet 
paid the money he owed us, nor, since the sale of 
the buttons, &c., have we heard a single sentence 
about the matter. Our cowries, likewise, are nearly 
expended ; and for this fortnight past we have de- 
pended for su^stence on Pascoe^s success in shoot- 
uig. Happily, Guinea-fowl of the most delicious 
flavour, and large doves, abound here in amazing 
numbers ; and a large species of wild duck, besides 
geese, cranes, widgeons, herons, and other aquatic 
fowl, are most plentiful. 

Wednesday^July 2I«^-«-La8t night we were visited 
by an awful and terrible tornado, which lasted for 
two or three hours. It commenced about midnight 
with a gust of wind which threatened to overturn 
our dwellingohouse. Never since we have been in 
the country have we heard thunder so loud and tre- 
mendous, nor seen lightning so excessively vivid. 
Our hut rocked as if it had been shaken by an earth- 
quake, and we were in momentary apprehension of 
its falling with us to the ground; the tempest, how- 
ever, became less and less violent in the midst of 
our fears, and soon after it ceased altogether, and a 
universal stillness prevailed. 
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Owb^ to the wet weather and the moist state of 
the atmosphere, most of our friends the sultan's 
daughters liave caught slight colds« and they have 
been very importunate to-day in their entreaties for 
medioine^ We hardly knew what to cive Ihem to 
ease their complaints, and we hesitated a good deal 
about complying vnth their wishes ; but as they are 
not veiy. delicate ladies, being stout withal, and mas* 
culine as Hercules, we at length resolved to risk the 
consequences, and accordingly administered to each 
of them a powerful dose of jalap. 

The Faldtahs in Noufiie are thrown into the ut* 
most consternation by the reported death of their 
chief and leader Mallam Dendo, which is said to 
have taken place at Rabba two or three days ago. 
The deceased was much esteemed by Beuo, and 
reverenced by his countrjrmen. A successor will 
be immediately appbinted, to counteract any fresh 
disturbance which may take place ih the country. 

The sultan of this place puts off our departure 
from day to day, and from week to week, under a 
variety of nonsensical excuses; and we are per- 
suaded that it is his intention to detain us here tiH 
he has drained us of every thing we have# 

Monday, July 2(J<A. — ^For the last five days my 
brother has been laid up with intermittent fever, 
which totally disqualified him from making the 
slightest exertion whatever till this morning. The 
sultan continuing, day after day, for so long a time 
to refuse his permission for us to qtiit Yaoorie, on 
grounds the most inconsistent and contradictory 
that can be imagined, we became rather apprehen- 
sive that he would detain us for an indefinite period 
-»much longer indeed than might suit our con- 
venience : but to-day^ to our surprise and pleasure, 
. a messenger from the King of Boossa arrived in this 
city, to ascertain the reason of such tinwarrantable 
conduct on the part of the sultan, and to request our 
immediate release, so that it is supposed we shall 
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leave hence in a day or two at the latest. One of 
the inducements urged by this fnonarch for our longer 
stay with him is rather whimsical. He has made 
us a present of a quantity of worthless feathers, 
which he had caused to be plucked from the body 
of a live ostrich; and because he entertained an 
opinion, that if others were added to them they 
would altogether form a very acceptable present to 
our gracious sovereign, he informed us that it would 
be necessary we should wait till such time as the 
ostrich should regain its plumage, in order for that 
part of its body which had not been previously 
plucked to undergo a similar operation; for the 
weather, he asserted, was much too cold for the bird 
to lose all its feathers at one and the same time. 
And further to encourage their growth, he would 
order that two thousand cowries' worth of butter 
(about twelve pounds weight) should be diligently 
rubbed into the skin of the animal. This money 
ha» actually been deducted by the sultan for this ex- 
press purpose from the sum which he was indebted 
to us ; because, he s^d, he did not approve of paying 
for the butter from his own pocket. 

When a person entertains fear or suspicion of the 
intentions of another tpwarda him, it veiy conunoi^y 
happens that, every little thing which he might have 
heard unfavourable to th)& character or prejudicial 
to the manners of the latter at any former period, 
rises fresh in his memory, though he might have 
taken no notice of it at the time, and lea& to the 
establishment and confirmation of an opinion which 
had before been unsettled and wavering in his mind. 
This has been very nearly our case in regard to the 
Sultan of Yaoorie; and owing most likely to ill 
health, rather than any other cause, we had not only 
come to a conclusion, before the arrival of the 
Boossa ambassador, that we were in '* durance vile** 
here, but had conceived a thousand ways and means 
of making our escape privately from the city ! The 
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violent detention of the six Bahomim messengers 
"withm the walls of Yaoorie for a whole six months, 
without any cause being assigned fbr it, has sdready 
been alluded to in Captain Clayipertoh's last narra- 
tive ; and many similar injurious actions on Hie part 
of the sultan have been related to ins by some of his 
own people. But he has been guilty of more 
treacherous and criminal deeds than these, both to 
native merchants and to Arabs who have visited this 
city for the purposes of trade ; and the following 
story, if it be true, argues very unfavourably for 
the monarch's sentiments of feeling, honesty, and 
justice :— 

An Arab, it is said, arrived here many years ago 
with three camel-loads of merchandise from Tripoh, 
and according to the custom of the countr]^ he di^ 
played them all before the Sultan of Yaoorie. His 
admiration of them was very soon raised, and he 
purchased the whole of the Arab's goods on credit. 
The poor merchant made repeated and pressing ap- 
pMcations for his money, but in vain; and month 
after month, and year after year passed away with-' 
out his ever havmg received a farthing, liie «ultan 
deceiving him with promises continually. The Arab 
became at length very uneasy at the sultan^i pre- 
varication, and ima^ned that he should never re- 
ceive payment for his goods. He was, therefbrej 
unable to exercise his forbearance any longer, but 
was constrained to demand of his creditor the resti- 
tution of his property, or the payment of his debt, 
that he might depart from the cify and retnifi to his 
family. But the covetous sultan pertinaciously re- 
fused his request* and sent him away with almse ; 
and the Arab shortly after died of a broken heart, or, 
as many say, of poison. He left behind bi«n, how- 
ever, at Yaoorie, his eldest son, who had ^ocom* 
panied his father hither from Fezzan. This person 
the suKan deluded with promises similar to those hf 
which his father had been deceived ; «nd ^le yowig 

Vol. I.— B b 
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man abode in the city seTeral years, in the anticipa- 
tion of being able to procure the property which had 
devolved to him on the Arab^s decease, ^e also 
died not long ago, and the boy's uncle (Moussa, of 
Koolfu), who was employed by Captain Clapperton, 
is now the only survivmg creditor. He has sent 
several messengers here with the view of having the 
debt cancelled by the sultan ; but up to this day the 
money has never been paid, nor have the Arab's 
cameto, nor any part of his property, been restored 
to his surviving relative. 

During our own short stay» even the sultan has 
been guilty of several petty offences, such as de- 
frauding individuals of. small sums, and the like; 
and one poor fellow, belonging to a fatdkie from 
Hdiussa, has fiad the imprudence to let him have 
some of his property, on the faith of his word, in 
return for which he has met with nottung* but 
promises and refusals* The sultan did, indeed, com- 
mand him to purchase whatever things he might 
want at the market, and refer the seller to him for 
payment; independent of this, as a mark of his 
favour, he sold the merchant que of his own bul- 
locks, which is however found to be diseased and 
worth nothing. By such mean subterfuges does 
this great prince procure the property of others; 
and in this manner does he treat every merchant 
that may have occasion to pass through the city. 

All these circumstances considered it was with 
much pleasure that we received notice of the King 
of Boossk's kind interposition in our behalf, which 
will at least accelerate our departure y for though, 
when soberly considered, the behaviour of Sie 
. Yiioorie monarch towards us has not been on the 
whole unkind, forming a strange compound of gen- 
erosity and meanness, yet he might have teen 
inclined to detain us here tiU the only favourable 
moment at which we could descend the Niger should 
have passed aw ii» in which case we sboiud have ta 



« 



THIB fliVLTAN OP TAOOKBB. 291 

retrace our stepi^ fhe way we hare' come without 
. having accomplished the object for which we left 
England. , 

We have now only to arrange matters with this 
singular old chieftain, which we foresee wiU be no 
very ,easy tksk. It is confidently affirmed, that a 
canoe has been prepared for us^ and two days 
hence, we have little doubt, permission will be 
granted for us to leave this city to return to 
Boossii. ' 

Thursday, July 29M.— The sultan has been com- 
plaining sadly of poverty tliese two days^ and has 
begged us to accept a feniale slave of him in lieu of 
the money he owed us, and which he ihas declared 
his inability to pay. We hesitated a good deal at 
first abput the matter, but we soon felt convi9ced it 
would be useless to demur, for the sultan was fixed 
in his determination, and we have taken the girl, 
who is become Pascoe*s wife. This unpleasant 
a^air was hot settled till this morning, owing to the 
above cause. ^ 

We brought a quantity of new shillings witii us 
from England, which ai'e vastly admired by all 
classes of people here, on account of their shining 
property; and while the Spanish dollar isells for 
fifteen hundred cowries only/ one of these little 
pieces is purchased willingly at a thousand. Each 
of these coins is attached to a ring, and worn on the 
finger of a lady as an ornament. 

Yi!u)orie has been visited with so much rain lately, 
that the com is rotting on the stalk, and it i& by no 
means likely that the dry weather will commence 
for some time to come. The corn is fully ripe, and 
only wants a little sun to harden the grain in the ear; 
and the people are sorely lamenting that they can^ 
not obtam even this. Nevertheless, the rice crops 
look well, and promise an abundant harvest^;, and 
the onions, o( which vast quantities are grown here, 
are also e3q)ected to produce ffleniiliilly. At present 
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YAoorio is little better than a comi^te swamp; and* 
tf possible, it will be worse after ihernalca^ vrhich 
is daily looked for, shall have set in. 

Stmdayf Avgwt UL — ^This morning the saltan 
sent a messenger to inform us that we were at lib- 
erty to pay our respects and take our farewell of 
him preTious to our departar^ from the city, wrhich 
we nave been assured will take place to-morrow 
without any further procrastination or delay. We 
presently obeyed the summons, for su'ch we con- 
sidered it ; and on our arrival at the sultan's resi- 
dence, we were introduced into a large, gloomy, 
uncomfortable apartment, wherein the monarch 
generally receives his more distinguished visiters. 
A number of naked girls and boy8>, his domestics, 
were continually passing through it to other parts 
of the building, carrying dirty calabashes in their 
lumds ; a quantity of swallows* nests were attached 
to the ceihng of the room (for neither here nor 
elsewhere are these birds ever molested), and their 
twittering owners, which were flying about in all 
directions, fed their young without interruption, and 
udded not a little filthiness to the unswept and un- 
clean apartment. In the centre and opposite the 
doorway, the ruler of Y4oorie was squatting on a 
platform, which was covered with fad^d damask, 
and smoking from a pipe of huge dimensions. On 
«ach side of him was a large pillow ; and behind 
him, affixed to the wall, was a large square piece of 
ailcietit-looking figured silk, very rich and of various 
colours, with a beautiful deep fringe. It was, how- 
ever,. a.Uttle tarnished, owing to Sie length of time 
it has been in the sultan's possession.- l*his once 
splendid and valuable article is said to have been 
brought ffom the celebrated Musser^^ a place of 
whien ^very one here speaks in the most rapturous 
and extravagant terms. The dress, of the sultan 

• 
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corresponded with the dirtiness of the apartment. 

Just before our introduction we had been cautioned 

not to offer to shake handi with him, for that would 

be considered too familiar on our ]^arts, and would 

be rejected by the monarch. ' Our comphments 

•were therefore confined to simple inquiries after his 

health. The conversation during the interview was 

as uninteresting and spiritless as our conversations 

with other native Jrulers have always been — a de 

scription of one being a sample of the whole. The 

most important points were an urgent request on 

the part of the sultan for one of our lancets which 

he had seen, and the promise of a calabadi of honey, 

which we received in the evening. We then took 

our leave and returned home* Here we were soon 

intruded upon by the sultan's daughters and friends, 

•who, finding that we were actually to go on the 

morrow, had come to purchase buttons, beg medi- 

cine^ and pay their last iajoadsai and we were not 

only subjected to the most wearisome and provoking 

ceremonies in the world during the remaiiider of 

the Sabbath, but we were likewise compelled to be 

-bartering and wrangling with a parcej of noisy 

women tiH sunset, when 'we ungallantly drove them 

away. 

During our stay at Yioorie, the thermometer ol 
Fahrenheit has ranged from 75 to 94 in our dwel 
Jing, 

Bbd 
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CHAPTER X. 

Leave TAoorie— Method of watching the Com^The Cambrie People— 
Their Treatment— Sleeping Huts and Spear of the Oumbrie — Anive 
at Wargee— QamifiMa liwwrance of the Natitee coaoendn^ the 
Godrae of the River—Their AiDaa0iiieata--BetiirD to BooMi— Visit to 
Wowow reeonunended— The Siver consnlted by the King of Boosaft 
^Kinga of fhia City— -Scareity of Ptoriakm*— Jooney to Wowow— 
First uttflrriaw with the Kinfr 

Monday f At^gust 3J. — ^All was huiTy» bustle, noise, 
and confusion at a very early hour in the momingt 
in getting our things ready for starting; but in spite 
of oiir exertions we had to wait a long time outside 
our house^ after the beasts had beea laden, and our 
people had their burdens on their heads, for the 
sultan's long-expected letter to our most gracious 
i^vereign. A mallam was at length perceived hur- 
rying towards us with iti and' after him came, 
mounted on a large bony horse, and extremely vrell 
dressed in the costume of his country, the venerable 
Arab chief to honour us with his company a little 
way on our joi»:ney. His appeajrance was stately 
and patriarchal in the extreme. , But this crafty old 
man was not our friend, for he had used us deceit- 
fully, and misrepresented us and our goods to his 
master ; and we had enjoyed an innocent kind of 
revenge, in administering to him, after repeated ap- 

Elications, a powerful dose Of medicine, which, 
armless in its effects, had yet been very trouble- 
some to him. Indeed it was not till we had ^' jalaped'* 
the sultan, his sister, and all the royal family, that 
we were permitted to take our farewell of Ydoorie. 
The city was literally covered with water on our 
parsing through it, and the deep, hollows formed by 
the rains were very numerous^ and dangerotts by 



LCAVS YAOORIB. 29a 

I 

\wag inlrisible ; ^eyertheleM, withx;are and patience, 
we ^ got outside the gates in safety. 

It is pleasant, ve^ pleasant, after an imprison- 
ment of five weeks ma close, dark, and unwhole- 
some chamber, subject to every l^nd of inconve- 
nience and much anxiety, to . be set at liberty ; to 
knew and feel that one is free; to ailmire again the 
beauties of God's creation, smd enjoy once more the 
cheering freshness of the (Country. It is only in 
health that such feelings can either be -excited or 
indulj^ed. Objects ever so channing are Ipoked ou 
with indifference by an illvalid. For our parts, we 
had entered^ Ydoorie in .sickness and had suffered 
much in that city;, but we left it m all the^ strength 
and vigour of health. Durii^ our residence there, 
the growth of vegetation had been astonishingly 
rapid ; the face of the country wor^ an aspect en- 
tirely different and improved; the trees and shrubs 
had put on a greener and lovelie^ " livery ;" the 
grasses, stunted as they were before for want Of 
moisture, had sprung up to the surprising height of 
ten or twelve feet; and the com and rice had grown 
up with no less vigour. 

Owing to the, reputed badness of the path, that by 
which we had entered Yaoorie was rejected' for a 
more northerly one, leading, in ^most a direct line 
to the river Cubbie. About a mile or two f^om the 
walls of Yaoorie the o)d Arab stepped suddenly^ 
and we imitating his example, he offered up a short 
thoi]^h animated Mohammedan .prayer f^r our suc- 
cess, and bidding us eui . a^ectipnate farewell, be 
turned his hearse about ^nd retui^ned^to the city. In 
the anticipation of. j^meying to iGuarie, we had 
purchased. an ass of All, the Arab; and this animal, 
as well as the horses, suffered greatly from the at- 
tacks of a species of large 4yi which is to them by 
da^ whatmosquitoea are to mankind by night ; ai^4 
this evil, comhiiied with the ruggedness and iiie* 
foatity of ^ road, wiucli w^a^ intercepted by deep 
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and rapid rivulets, caused vs much delay and annoyw 
fince. Al>out midday we arrived at the walls of a 
pretty considerate town, called Gudda, and halted 
near a ^mall creek of a river flowing from Cnbbie, 
end entering th^ Niger a little lower down* - Here, 
as soon as we had token a slight refreshment, we 
sent our beasts across th^ Niger to proceed by land 
to Boossa, and embarked in two canoes, which weie 
«ach paddled by four men. These canoes are about 
eighteen or twenty feet long, and formed from a sin- 
gle log of wood, unlike those of Boossa. When 
we got into the main body of the Cu'bbie river, the 
canoemen kept us exposed to the sun for a consid- 
erable time, waiting ^e arrival of two companions, 
because l^e men with whom we had been . supplied 
were unable -to manage both canoes by themselves. 
Though we entreated the four men to go a little way 
with ns, or at least to convey us into a cool and 
shady place, which we pointed out to them, for pro- 
tectio!^ from the suiVs rays, they would npt hearken 
to us ; we founds ecolding, threats, and supplication 
to b^ all equally unavaUing^ they maintained the 
same calm yet mortifying placidity of countenance, 
than which. in such a case nothing can b^ more vex- 
ing. At length we were fain to hold our peace, and 
patiently resigned ourselves to the inconvenience. 

The Cubbie river falls into the Niger about four 
milejs from the creek where we had embarked ; and 
on entering the Niger, we found ii running from two 
to three mljes an hour, wd with trifling labour on 
the part of th^ canoemen, we could have journeyed 
very rapidly ; but. though we had taken on board 
their two companions, the whole of them were so 
obstinately indolent, that we travelled v«ry slowly 
indeed, insomuch tlmt we did not expect' to axrive at 
the aj^inted h!dting<Tplace for the night. The 
canoes, however, were passing along almost close 
to the shore, and we saw a woman at the water's 
j^djfe who had a quantity of «hei^ country b^er loj 
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sale^ £md ihinking it might aniinete the men to a 
little more exertion, we purchased as much as they 
could drink, which ia a few minutes completely 
metamorphosed them. The meekness, innocence, 
and composure of their listless countenances soon 
parsed away ; their heavy eyes sparkled with fire 
and aninvation ; they trembled all over with anxiely 
to display their strength, dexterity, and vigour; and 
each Dieing emulous . to rival his companion, thef 
snaitched up their paddles, andiby their imited efforts 
the canoes glided through the water Vi^ith inconceiv- 
able velocity, even to. the danger of upsetting; Thus 
we proceeded down the river tiU the sun had set, and 
the moon was shining beautifully on the water j as w^e 
drew near to a small Cumbrie yillage.on the borders 
of the river, where 'we landed and- pitched Pur tent- 
The thermometer to-day has varicil from 76° to 02*^. 

Tuesday, August Zd. — ^Arising ai an. early hour^we 
shot a partridge and Guinea-fowl, and breakfasted in 
the open air, under the intense semtiny of a hundf ed 
bright black eyes ; then, striking our tent, we has- 
tened to the canoes which we had left secured, and 
embarked on the river while it was yet morning, and 
the air cool and pleasant. Though the lowering ap- 
pearance of the firmament seemed to betoken a vio- 
lent storm, the black clouds disper^d as the sun 
gathered strength, and he bnrst out on us, an hour 
after our depar&re, with peculiar heat and splendour. 

On all the bordejrs of the numerous branches of 
the rriver, as well as on its small islands, vast quan- 
tities of com were growing ; and it being near the 
time of harvest, it was nearly ripe, and waved over 
the water's edge very prettily. Platforms "Were 
everywhere erected to the height of, .or rather a^ve 
the com, which grows as high. as ten or twelve feet* 
People were stationed on t&se to scare aw;ay the 
numerous flights of small birds, which do ^eaf mis«- 
chief, and would, without this prqc^utiot), deafvoy 
tb^ hopes of the cultivator* A bpy or gurJ* 9nd ixi 
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biaby cases a woman with a child at her breast, ani 
even a whole famiiy together, we obaerred on the 
plstronns, amusing the maelres in this manner^ with- 
out the slightest shade or coTeiing of any kind V> 
shelter them front the fierceness of the sunbeams. 
Standing erect and motionlesi, many of them lotdied 
like statues of black marble rather than living bo- 
man beings; but others, particularlythewomen, dis- 
regarding their duty, were industriously employed in 
plaiting straw, supplying the wants of their children, 
manufacturing mats, dressing provisions, &c. U 
order the more effectually to frighten away the birds, 
several of the watchers were furnished with slings 
and stones, in the use of which they seem to be very 
skilful ; -besides these, pieces of rope were fafitenef! 
from the platform to a tree at sOme distance, to 
which large calabashes were suspended, with holes 
in them, through which sticks were passed, so that 
when the rope is pulled they make a loud clatterine 
noise. The cabd>aBbes are sometimes fastened 



whole to Uie rope, containing about a handful of 

"""ich answer the purpose of niak' 
n motion as well as the sticks. 



), which answer the purpose of making a uoiae 
whfflji put in motion as well as the sticks. To this is 
often added the hallooing and screaming of the 



wntchers, which is dismal enough to frighten ai. 
spirit, tod it twely fails U} produce the demred 
eflect. 
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The inhaiiitants ef many of the numerous walled 
towns and Open viliages on the banks of the Niger* 
and also of the islands, we find, are for the most part 
Cumbrie people — a poor« despised, and abused, but 
industrious and hard-working race. Tlieyare but 
too often oppressed and persecuted by their more 
fortunate and powerful neighbours, who aMrm that 
they are fitted by nature only for slaves, and are 
therefore invariably treated by them as such* 

The Cumbrie also inhabit many parts of Hiiussa 
and other countries ; they speak dinerent languages, 
but they hare all the same pursuits, superstitions, 
amusements, and peculiar manners, to which they 
firmly and scrupulously adhere, both in good 
and bad fortune, in sickness and in health, in free^ , 
dom and slavery, at home and iti foreign countries, 
notwithstanding the scorn and derision to which it 
subjects them ; and they are known to cherish and 
n^aintain them to the end of life, with as much per- 
tinacity as the Hebrew does his faith and national 
customs. Inheriting from their ancestors a p^ace* 
fuU timid, passionless, incurioi^s disposition, they 
fall an easy prey to all who cho6se to molest them ; 
they bow their necks to the yoke of slavery without 
a murmur, and think it a matter of course ; and per- 
haps no people in the world are to be found who are 
less susceptible of intense feeling and the finer emo-r 
tions of the human mind, on being stolen away from 
their favourite amusements and pursuits, and from 
the bosom of their wives and families, than these 
Cumbrie people, who are held in such general discs-* 
teem. • Thousands of them reside in the kingdom 
of Ytoorie and its province of Engarski ; and most 
of the slaves in the capital have been taken from 
among them. 

The tribute, or rather rent, which they pay to the 
aultan for the land they cultivate, consists of a quan-; 
tity of corn, about the size of a bundle as m^ch as a 
man can carry, for every plot of land, whether it bo 
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large or small. When, however, the harvest iaaHs, 
they are at liberty to give a certain number of cow- 
ries in lien of the accustomed duty of com. If 
the poor have no means of paying their rent when 
it becomes due, the sultan immediately despatches 
a body of horsemen to their villages, with a com- 
mand to seize and carry away as many of tbe peo- 
Ele as they may think proper. It sometimes happois, 
owever, that the sultan of Y^oorie pulls th^ reins 
of oppression with too tight a hand ; and as cowards, 
when driven to desperation, often give specinsens of 
extraordinary courage and resolution, so the' negli- 
gent and despised Cumbrie, writhing under the lash 
of injuries which they have never deserved, defend 
themselves with extraordinary determmation and 
bravery, and not unfrequentfy come off victorious 
from the conflict. The bJenefrt which results to them 
from these advantages is an exemption frdm the 
payment of rent for two or three subsequent years. 
During our residence in Ysloorie, an expedition 
despatc£sd by the sultan for the above purpo^ re- 
turned unsuccessful from Engarski. The most un- 
favourable trait in the character of the Cumbrie is 
the -extreme dirtiness they display in their hahits 
generally, from Which not one of them appean to 
be free. They are generally considered good agri- 
culturists and ex()6rt fishermen: they grow abim- 
dance of com and onions, but a great part of the 
former is disposed of to the natives of Boossi and 
Taoorie, to whose monarchs th6y are subject' Most 
of them are rather slovenly about their persons, and 
make use of few ornaments, and even these are of 
the commonest description. They bore immense 
holes in the lobe <)f- the ear for the admission of bits 
of, fine coloured wood ; and the soft part of the sep- 
tum of the nose is perforated in like manner, through 
which is thrust a long piece of blue glass. When 
the females have a ^mind to appear with unusiud 
smartness and effect, a crocodile's tooth is inse^ed 
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thKM^h both tipH, itnd projecta upvrards as far as tha 
nose. These useless, unbecomiDg, and siognlar 
ornaments impart to the countenance an unnatural 
and barbarous expression, which is very far from 
agreeable, and produces an unpleasant and painful 
emotion in the mind of the beholder. In our inter- 
course with the Cumbrie, they appeared mild, inno- 
cent, and even amiable in their manners; and the; 
behaved to us with all the civility, hospitality, and 
kindness of their natures, ontinctnred by insiuceiity 
or lukewannnesa. 

The annexed sketch is a representation of ths 



^pine huts of these people (Cumbrie), which we 



I repre: 

le (Gun 



alluded to on our passage up the ■met. The door, 
way, which is the only opening- they have, is closed 
by a mat which is suspended inside. They have no 
steps to enter by, but scramble into it as well as 
they can. The common coozie hut is used by them 
for ordinary purposes, such as cooking, ftc, during 
the day, but never at- night. These sleeping huts 
are about seven or eight feet wide, they are nearly 
circular, are made of clay, and thatched with tlw 
palm leaf; they are elevated above the ground so as 
lo secure the inmates fron> the annoyance of ants. 
Vol.. I.— C e 
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snakes, and the wet ground, and even ibr proteeiiiOif 
from the alligators which prowl about at night in 
search, of prey. We were informed of |nst»Mses 
where these creatures have carried off the legs and 
arms of natives, who have incautiously exposed 
themselves to their attacks. The huts will hold 
about half a dozen people. Sometimes the pillars 
supporting the hut are walled round, but this is not 
often done, and they generally appear as in the 
sketch. 

The natives frequently kill the alligators by means 
of a heavy spear about ten feet long, like the sketch. 




One end is furnished with a heavy piece of iron-wood 
to give it force, and the other with a sharp-pointed 
barbed iron. It is attached to the bow of their ca- 
noe by a piece of grass rope, which is fastened to 
the upper end, and is a formidable weapon. A smaller 
spear of the same description is used by these peo- 
ple for killing fish, in which occupation they are very 
expert. 

As we proceeded down the Niger by a different 
channel from that by which we h^d ascended it to 
Ykoorie, we had fresh opportunities of remarking 
the more striking features on its banks. The river, 
as might naturally have been expected, is much 
swollen, and its current more impetuous than when 
we passed up on oiur voyage to Yi^oohe } and many 
of the stones and rocks which then annoyed us are 
now under water, and completely hidden. In the 
earUer part of the evening we landed at a small Cam- 
brie village, and our canoes were pulled upon a sandy 
beach for the night in security. The thermometer 
has been at 05® to^lay. 

Wednesday 1 Auf^tut 4th^^^Tbe inhabitants of the 
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Tillage wherein vre slept last night had nothing to 
offer us to eat, either then or this morning ; hut we 
had the good fortune to shoot a partridge, and we 
had it dressed for breakfast. But it was, like mahy 
others, a most unsavoury repast, for we had nothing 
to eat with it, not even a little salt ; the people of 
the village, as well as most of their countrymen, 
making use of a quantity of woodashes instead, 
^^hich contain saline particles, because salt is too 
expensive an article for these simple villagers to 
purchase for their own consumption ! We had every 
thing conveyed to the canoes at an early hour, and 
at seven oVlock A. M. we were once ihore upon the 
Niger. The canoemen, as well as our own people, 
had forecast and contrivanee enough to supply them- 
selves with a few ears of Indian com last nighty 
which they thought themselves warranted to pluck 
from a field at no great distance from their sleeping 
quarters ; yet all of them complained of hunger this 
morning, and left the village in a very ilUhumour. 
To satisfy their appetites, our canoes were pulled 
on shore repeatedly during the forenoon, for the men 
to steal some of the corn which overhung the mar^ 
gin of the river. They were, however, perceived 
by the more diligent of the watchers, but they did 
not take any measures to prevent them, because 
they saw that they were the sultan's servants, and 
the whole of these have the privilege of stealing as 
much com from the Cumbrie as they may have oc-. 
casion for. One poor man had a canoe laden with 
new corn, which was pounced upon by these hungry 
plunderers, who compelled its reluct.ant owner to 
transfer it from his canoe into their own, without 
remunerating him in anywise for the loss he thus 
sustained. Another individual who happened to be 
in a canoe was chased a considerable distance down 
the river, under the impression that he had likewise 
eom with him, the robbers endeavouring to palliate 
their conduct by eayingt that as the ma^i paid no 



S04 ABBIVB AT WABSSB. 

tribute to the sottan, his elfects were at all tunes 
liable to be seized. The man, however, exerted ali 
his strength, and happily succeeded in making his 



About noon we obsenred a herd of Fal£tali cows 
grazing on the banks of the river; and in the water 
a httle way from them we saw an immense croco- 
dile floating on the snrfece like a long canoe, for 
which it was. at first mistaken, and watching an 
opportunity to seize one of them and destroy it by 
draggmff it into the river. As soon as he was per- 
ceiv^nSy the canoemen, they paddled as softly as 
possible toirards him, intending to wait at a short 
distance till the crocodile shoi£i have accomplished 
his object, when they agreed to puU r^idly towards 
the shore and reap the fruits of the reptile's amazing 
8trenf;th, by scaring him off from his prey, or de- 
stroymg him with harpoons, for the skin of a croco- 
dile is not considered impenetrable here. Their in- 
tentions, however, were frustrated by the sodden 
disappearance of the crocodile, which dived the mo- 
ment he perceived the canoe so near him, making a 
loud plashing noise, and agitating the water in a re- 
markable manner in his descent We waited in vain 
for him to rise again. A very short time after this 
the canoemen landed at Warreef which is the most 
celelnrated market-town in the dependency of £n- 
garski, and consists of several clusters of huts en« 
circled by a dwarf clay wall. The market is at- 
tended by many thousands of people from different 
parts of the country, besides Yaoorie, Boossa, and 
Wowow, yet nothing peculiar to Engarski is ex- 
posed for sale in it; and the cheapness kt which the 
productions of the country are disposed of is most 
likely the }Hincipal inducement for buyers to resort to 
Warree. Vast numbers of canoes, filled with peo- 
l^e and goods, were passing from one side of the 
Niger to the other during our limited stay outside 
the town, and the countenances of both buyers said 
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sellers betrayed a very anxious and businees'like ex- 
pression. As soon as our curiosity was fully satis- 
lied, we also crossed over to the Boossa side of the 
river, and landed at a small walled town called Gar^ 
nicctssa, which is inhabited by the. Cumbrie, and situ- 
ated about five miles north of the city of Boossa. 
At no great distance from tliis place, and within 
eight Of it, all the branches of the Niger meet and 
form a beautiful and magnificent body of water, at 
least seven or eight miles in width ; and it is truly 
astonishing what becomes of it, for at BoossIl the 
river is no more than a stone's throw across, and its 
depth is in proportion to its narrowness. But about 
an bourns walk from thence it again becomes a no* 
ble river, and maintains its width, it is said, even to 
Funda. This singular fact favours the opinion, that 
a large portion of the waters of the Niger is con- 
veyed by subterraneous passages from the town of 
Gamicassa to a few mi^es below Boossa. 

Shortly after our arrival, when we were making 
some allusion to the river to one of the inhabitants, 
a FaUtah hearing us came forward and made the 
extraordinary assertion, that instead of running to 
Funda, it took a turn to the eastward, and disem- 
bogued itself into the lake Tshad in Bomou. But 
theories respecting the Niger are even more various 
and contrary in this country than the hypotheses 
of the learned of Europe on the subject. Scarcely 
two people are to be found that agree in the same 
opinion, and their suppositions are not confined to 
the course and termination, but include also the source 
of this mysterio''.s river ; yet, with all their talk, it 
is easy to perceive that the natives are all entirely 
ignorant or the matter. 

The earlier part of the evening, afjpr our arrival 
at Gamicassa, was calm, serene, and delightful ; and 
the silvery moon shone with unusual resplendence. 
It was a favourable time for the inhabitants of the 
town to eniOT ^emselves; and accordingly they 

Cc9 
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were thns employed in good earnest. Sln^ng 
dancing:, ^^^ music-playing are ihe only divertise- 
ments with which the generality of the Ciunbne 
ire acquainted; and though this people are 'even 
more despised than the slothful Hottentots of the 
southern part of the continent, — though their rights 
are unheeded and their liberties abused, yet these 
considerations do not seem to impress them with 
gloomy reflections ; and they trifle away their lei- 
sure hours in play, with as much zest and thought- 
less jollity as though they were the most faTOined 
people in the world. 

A sudden and confused noise of merriment awoke 
me from a pleasing kind of revery in which I was 
indulging in the moonshine. I went out instantly 
to ascertain the cause of such obstreperous mirth, 
and discovered a number of young girls, and mar- 
ried women with children on their backs, dancing, 
singing, romping, and clapping their hands, after the 
manner of the country; and a group of their male 
relatives standing beside them as judges and spec- 
tators of their proceedings. A female would spring 
suddenly from amid her companions, and after skip- 
ping and dancing with great animation till she be- 
came quite exhausted, would fall backwards into the 
arms of her associates, who, anxiously watching her 
movements, had put themselves into a suitable atti- 
tude to receive her. Another would then supply her 
place, and then another, till all the festive party had 
danced in turn ; and this amusement was kept up 
with so much spirit, that screams of laughter and 
other violent tokens of delight continued as long as 
it lasted. The da,nce (if it deserve the name) com- 
menced with the whole of the females, married and 
Bingie. The;^ flrst formed themselves into a circle, 
Jliolding fast of each other's arms, and then they 
moved round very slowly without lifting their feet 
-from the ground. This exercise seemed to have oc- 
casioned th^ia much exertion and diSculty, if we 
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mi^ be allowed to judge from the violent and pe 
culiar manner in which &y shook and twisted tl^ir 
^ bodies, as well as from the failure of several of the 
younger girls, who were obliged to quit the ring ;EtU 
most as soon as it was formed. This slowness of 
motion was gradually succeeded by a sprightlier 
movement, tiU Uiey ran round so swiftly, that the 
circle was suddenly broken, and many of the viro- 
men were thrown with violence to the ground. The 
singing, or rather screaming, jand clapping of hands, 
together with other noises, more vociferous and wild 
than these, were continued till the approach of 
morning, when a heavy shower drove every one 
home. Nothiiig, peihaps, in this country is more 
CKpaiAe of producing a wild, romantic, ana pleasing 
elKCt than such a spectacle as this, and at such a 
time. In front of ns lay the celebrated Niger, re- 
flecting from its unruffled surface the splendid canopy 
over our heads, with the radiant clouds of departing 
day. On each side of the river Nature haid scat- 
tered with a lavish hand the most lovely of her gifts ; 
and verdant trees cast their tall shadows on the 
water. Almost close to the place where we stood 
was a circle, of naked savage women, all black as a 
coal, who were performing the oddest antics ima- 
ginable ; and still nearer stood a wild4ooking group 
of their male compsoiioils, resting on their taU 
spears and participating in the frotic with all their 
mails. A uusee-ooammd rush or straw hat, having 
a high peak, but without a brim, was the only article 
of dress worn by these men. Altogether, as we 
have already said, the scene was such as to fill the 
mind with the highest gratification and delight. To 
ns it was irresistibly charming, and we contemplated 
it a IcNBg time with emotions of the most pleasing 
deseription* 

Thursday^ August 5th. — ^It rained incessantly till 
between eleven and twelve o'clock ia the forenoon, 
when the son made hi* appearance at inter vale, and 
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tbc weather became fine, which we i»romptly ata^M 
ourselves of, in pursuing- our journey along ^e 
banks of the Niger to Booss^ The path was Ulled 
with wate^, and broken up by the l^rce of the rains. 
After an nour's ride we drew near to the wails of 
the city, and soon arrived at the drummer*? house, 
which had been our former residence. Here we 
found the midiki on her knees to receive aud w^el- 
come us back again to Booss4 in the name of the 
king. But we were not permitted to enter and take 
possession of our cdd apartments, for the queen con- 
ducted us to other huts, which form part of a clus- 
ter inhabited by Faldtahs, and emigrants of both 
sexes from Yarriba and Nouffie, who are mostly 
slaves to the king. A quantity of milk and large 
calabashes of rice and fish, stewed in palm oiU were 
sent us a few minutes after our arrival; and in the 
evening we were visited by the monarch, who said 
he had been apprehensive that we required a little 
repose and quietness after our journey, and there- 
fore he did not like to intrude on us t)efore. He ex- 
pressed the pleasure he felt on seeing us again, and 
welcomed us with the utmost cordiaUty. The 
midiki, who had accompanied him to our house, 
paid us a similar compliment. It has been told us 
that the drummer^s wife had excited the envy of the 
qileen by wearing round her neck a smart gilt but- 
ton ivhich we had given her; and that this is the 
only reason that we are not allowed to occupy our 
former lodgings in her house. Yet, to be even with 
her/flir rival, the queen had extracted from her little 
sheepskin boxj wherein they had been confined for 
a quarter of a century, a small number of round and 
flat golden ornaments, with which she has adorned 
her sMe bosom, and thereby totally eclipsed the 
transitory splendour of the button belonging to the 
drummer's wife. 

On our arrival at Booss^ the face and hands of 
both my brother and self were much swollen 9Bd 
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highly inflamed by exposure to the suiif'aiid thia cir- 
cumatance, simple aa it. was, exeited the queen^a 
83nnpathy almost to tears. 

Friday^ Aug. tth^-^Jn a conversation with the king 
this morning, he intimated that it would be necessary 
for us to visit Wowow, previous to our going to 
Funda, because the prince of that state, he saids had 
already made war on Ki&ma on our account, and 
captured a few of its people. The king had been 
induced, from the representations of the midiki, who 
is sister to the ehief of Wowow, to urge our taking 
this step ; and as we dare not raisa objections, we 
have promised to go thither in a day or two, although 
we are v^il aware that the Uttle present we shall be 
necessitated to ofier him will by no means answer 
his expectations. The king has himself repeated to 
us the promise which he made to our man, of fur- 
nishing us with a canoe sufficiently large to contain 
the whole of our people and ourselves, and what- 
ever goods we may have left ; and in order to bind 
him to his word, we have given him our tent and the 
horse which was lately his own ; so that, deprived 
of these, we flhall not have t^ means of travelling 
on land, and shall therefore of necessity be obliged 
to proceed by water. To the queen also, whose in- 
fluence over the mind and actions of her husband is 
unbounded, we have made a present much greater 
than our means warranted, with which she is more 
than pleased. We have further endeavoured to win 
her favour by kindness, compliment, and flattery ; 
and these means are the most powerful and effective 
in the world. The simple-hearted females of this 
country are quite unable to resist them* Thus far 
every thing is favourable to our enterprise^ yet doubts 
sometimes arise in our minds i and should a canoe 
be denied us after all that the monarch of this place 
has said, we are determined, when the time draws 
near for our departure, to take a canoe of our own 
accord, and steal away from Boosai by night. " Fal&- 
tahs,** said the king to-day with much seriousness, 
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^reside on each side of the river in considerablf 
numbers, and I begin to fear that they will endang^er 
your personal safety." — ^'•But," answers Pascoe, 
our interpreter, '^Englishmen are gods of the waters, 
and no evil can befall them in boats, even thoug-h all 
Africa, or the whole world, should^ fight agfainst 
them." — " I will, however," said the king, in reply, 
'' go down and ask the becken rovah (dark or black 
water, which the Niger is everywhere emphatically 
styled) whether it will be prudent and safe for the 
white men to embark on it or not, and I will be sore 
to acquaint you and them of my success, be it g^ood 
or bad." To-morrow morning, we understand, he 
intends making this singular experiment; and we 
have only to hope that the Niger may return him a 
favourable answer to his question. 

To-day when we ascertained that it was the ac-> 
tual intention of the king to supply us with a canoe, 
we thought proper to present him, in the name of 
our sovereign, with one of thos^ beautiful silver 
medals whidi were cast during the American war, 
for the purpose of distributing among those Indian 
chiefs who were favourable to the English interests. 
A large and valuable chain of the same metsd was 
attached to it, and nothing which we had previously 
given the king seemed to have pleased him so much 
as this medal and chain-; he regarded it indeed with 
childish admiration. We assured him that he might 
now consider himself as the King of England's most 
particular friend, and that he could not offer a more 
grateful return, than by favouring and assisting us 
in our plan of journeying to the salt-water by way 
of the Niger.. 

Saturday, August 7th, — Just after we had arisen 
this morning, the king came to us with joy beaming 
in his countenance, and quickly informed us that, 
according to his promise, ne had been down to th« 
Niger, with his'mallam or priest, and that the resndi 
of his visit was highly favourable to our wishes u 
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Well ad his own — ^ the river having promised to con- 
duct us in safety to its terminatioh." One of our 
Seatest apprehensions is by this means removed, 
e likewise observed that the canoes of the chief 
of Wowow were much superior to his own, and he 
should therefore request him to sell us a large and 
good one, made of a sinp^le trunk, instead of one 
joined in the middle, which he said would not be 
either so strong or so safe. We thanked him, and 
expressed a desire to purchase such a one as he had 
recommended without delay, that we might have 
time to make whatever alterations we should deem 
neoessairyt and procure a mast, awning, sail, &c. 
before our departure. 

Monday i August 9ih* — The king told Pascoe this 
morning, that neither himself nor the midiki had 
tasted animal food for the last three weeks, and that 
if we would make him a present of a Guinea-fowl he 
would be greatly pleased, as he had been living upon 
fish till he was tired of it. This was jocosely 
spoken, and not intended fbr our ears, as the king 
. subsequently informed us ; but when he knew, by 
our compliance with his expressed wish, that Pascoe 
had made us acquainted with it, his delicacy was so 
much hurt that he was ashamed to visit us for a 
whole day after. 

The king is oite of the tallest and finest men in 
the counti'y, as well as one of the most active and 
'industrious. He is oftentimes unwell, owing, ac- 
cording to his own account, to having, many years 
ago, swallowed a quantity of poisofi, which had been 
administered to him as an excellent medicine, by one 
who sought his destruction. Other chiefs *'and 
great men," not dnly in Borgoo, but in every place 
that We have visited, either do^e and sleep away 
the greatest part of their lifetime, or spend it in the 
most childish and frivolous pursuits; whereas his 
majesty of Bcross^ when he is not engaged^ in pub- 
lic 2ffait9f. fxseMly employs all his leisure houn in 
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AUperintending the occupations of his hoosehold and 
making his own clothes. The midiki and he have 
distinct establishments, divided fortunes, and sepa- 
rate interests ^ indeed, they appear to have nothing 
in common with each other, and yet we have never 
seen so friendly a couple since leaving our native 
country. The manners of the Africans, too, are 
hostile to the interest and advancement of woman, 
and she is very rarely indeed placed on an equality 
with her husband. Perhaps the prevalence of polyg- 
amy, which the religion of the people tolerates, 
whether Mohammedan or pagan, is one of the chief 
causes of the disesteem in which females are gen- 
erally held. 

, The kings of Booss^, as we have before had occa- 
sion to observe, have the reputation of being the 
greatest monarchs, next to the sovereigns of Bomou, 
between that empire and the sea ; and this enviable 
distinction is acknowledged by every rival chief. 
Yet it cannot be owing either to their power, their 
state, or their opulence ;'for of all the Bor^oo rulers, 
they are perhaps the poorest and feebfest. The 
superior dignity of the kings of Boossa and the hon- 
our and reverence which are universally paid them, 
have aris^, it is said, from the respectability of 
their origin ; for they are believed to be descendants 
of the oldest family in Africa, which in ancient times, 
long before the introduction of the Mohammedan re- 
ligion« was the great head of the fetish; hence the 
profound respect which is yet bhown them by the 
professors of the new faith, and those who still cling 
to the superstitions of the old, and the influence 
which they exercise as far as their name is known. 
Tuesdayy August lOth* — ^The midiki sends us a 
bowl of bruised com, boiled in water, which is called 
iuahf twice a-day for our people; and the king 
sends daily a little rice and dried fish, seasoned wi£ 

pper, salt, and palm-oil, for our own consumption. 

iut we find this insufficient for bur people, who are 



i^ 
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eigbt in number, and ourselves ; their appetites are 
elctremeiy Heen« Guinea-fowl and partridges, which 
we used to shoot here in gr^t quantities, and which 
formed the principal part of bur food, are now pro- 
cured with the greatest difficulty and ifatigue, owing 
partly to the prevalence of heavy rains, which have 
rendered the around soft and boggy, and partly to 
the surprising heiffht and stiffiiess of the com-8talks« 
between which these birds always shelter them* 
selves. We are, therefore, often much perplexed 
about the means of procuring a meal. With buttons 
the market is already overstocked ; they have lost 
all their powers to charm, because those we have 
heretofore sold were of inferior quality, and not new; 
80 that they begin already to lose their poUshed lus- 
tre, and to look dull and black; needles are unsale- 
able; we have disposed of all our bits of coloured 
clothy and common red stuff, tea canisters, powder 
canisters, and almost every thing indeed that would 
sell, reserving the very few articles of greater value 
which are left for presents to the different chiefs 
along the banks of the Niger. Among other trifles 
disposed of were several tin-cases, which contained 
worthless and unpalatable portable soups, &c. These 
were labelled with slip9 of tin, which, though rather 
dull and dirty, nevertheless attracted the admiration 
of many ; and we have been highly diverted to see 
one man in particular walking at large, and strutting 
about with " Concentrated Gravy" stuck on his 
head in no less than four places. He appeared quite 
proud and vain of these ornaments, and was simper- 
mg with pleasure wherever he went. 

Our men bear fatigue and hunger extremely well, 
yet when they have food in abundance, they eat, or 
rather devour it voraciously. One of them, who has 
the appetite of a' horse, but who is himself uncon- 
scious of it, understanding that any thing bitter would 
sharpen this propensity, and enable him to consume 
a greater quantity of provisions, has been in the con 

Vol. I.— D d 
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stant habit of swallowing the contents of erexj 
bullock's g;all-bladder he could meet with ! Six such 
stomachs as his we have daily to satisfy, if we can ; 
and having also two women (Pascoe's wives) in our 
train, we think it will be no easy matter, at a future 
period, to supply them even with the bare neces- 
saries of life, more especially after our embarkation 
in the canoe. 

Wednesday, August llth. — By a previous intima- 
tion we prepared ourselves early this morning to 
depart for Wo wow ; but because the road to that city 
was supposed to be bad, we were obliged to wait on 
horseback by the king's house for a considerable 
time, in order that a person might be found to show 
us the most proper path. However, wearied with 
waiting, we left the city without him, and he over- 
took us about three or four hours after we had been 
on our journey. The account of the badness of the 
path we soon saw had not been exaggerated ; it was 
filled with holes and pits, and overgrown with grass 
so tall that it reached far above our heads, and 
sprinkled a shower of water on our persons. Thorny 
shrubs tore our clothes and lacerated our flesh, and 
the branches of decayed trees, which had fallen 
across the pathway,, made it every thing but impass« 
able; whUe small rivers, rushing along with the im 
petuosity of a torrent, and their rugged and almost 
perpendicular sides, conduced to render travelling 
pangerous and even dreadful. In crossing a large 
and not very rapid stream my horse fell with me, but 
my brother's refused to carry him over, and-he was 
obliged to wade through the water, which reached 
above his armpits. TThe bed of the stream was fihe 
with rocks, against which he struck himself several 
times, and was thrown down more than once, but 
without doing him any injury. 

A few miles from Boossa we crossed in a canoe a 
branch of the Niger forming a pretty little river, and 
running nearly west, and which is said to encon^aas 



ARRITE AT WOWOW. 815 

the whole of Wowow, and to fall into the parent 
stream below that sitate. This is the liver which 
Captain Ciapperton was informed encircled the city 
and part of the kingdom of Boossa, whereas it takes 
quite an opposite direction ; and where that oflBlcer 
supposed it returned to the Niger, it actually takes 
its rise. It was likewise told us that this same river 
Joins the Oly; and ifthisbe the case, the principali- 
ties of Kidma and Wowow must form an island of 
themselves. Between one and two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when the most difficult part of the journey 
had been accomplished, we halted at a farm belong- 
ing to the King of Boossa, for we were all excessively 
fatigued. Here we wer6 regaled with parched corn 
and water, and refreished ourselves further with an 
hour's rest; and we again set forward with renewed 
spirits and additional cheerfulness, and about sunset 
entered a pleasant little village, encompassed with 
flourishing plantations of com and yams, which was 
situated near Mount George the Fourth. We slept 
here, and before we retir^ to rest we made an un- 
successful attempt to procure provisions for our 
famishing attendants, yet they had wisdom enough 
not to forget themselves, for they had recourse to 
their old expedient of pilfering Indian com in the 
night-time; said though a watch was kept by the 
inhabitants, who suspected their intentions, yet they 
escaped detection. Fires were made in our hut, 
whicn was very large, with branches of trees and a 
large trunk, and droimd these sat our men dressing 
and eating their ill-gotten food till morning. In the 
course of the day's journey we observed traces of 
lions and elephants. The latter animals infest the 
woods between Boossd and Wowow in incredible 
numbers, and by the impressions of their feet on the. 
pathway, their size must be prodigious. 

Thursday, August 12th. — As soon as it was day 
we were again on horseback, and after a very pleas-' 
ant rid6 over an excellent footway of some wnat leas 



310 INTERVIBW WITH THS KOTO. 

than twelve miles, we entered the city of Wowow 
through the western entrance. Here we found our- 
selves on the race-course, and by desire we g^allopc^ 
swiftly towards the king's residence, and fired off* a 
couple of pistols as a signal of our arrival. He pres- 
ently came out to see us ; but as the messenger from 
Boo8s4 was not at hand, and as it is the custom 
never to enter into any kind of conversation without 
him, the old chief awaited his coming with much pa-* 
tience for more than half an hour, nor could we ap- 
proach him during that time. Indeed, no foreigner 
IS permitted to do so, whatever may be his rank» 
unless in presence of the representative of the chief 
from whom he last came. A number of well-4ressed 
mallams walked before the king on his coming out» 
anda man bearing on his shoulder a heavy sword 
came after them ; and last of all followed a long train 
of his wives and children, who squatted themselves 
on the ground and filled up the doorway. In the 
wall on each side of the entrance of the town is a 
large niche, in one df which the king stood fixed and 
motionless, with his hands clasped under his tobe, 
and supported on his bosom ; and round a pole which 
had been placed erect in the other niche, a naked 
youth had entwined his legs, remaining in breathless 
anxiety to be a spectator of the approaching inter- 
view. No two human beings ever bore a more 
striking resemblance to statues than these ; the de- 
ception was .indeed complete. For ourselves, we 
had sent our horses to graze, and sat about a dozen 
paces from the doorway, under a large tree ^-*-the 
mallams were sprawling on the earth between the 
king and ns ; and at a respectful distance on each 
side, groups of the inhabitants had assembled to 
gratify their curiosity. . 

While the king remained in the above position, 
without moving a single muscle, and which lasted 
till our messenger had made his appearance, a sing- 
ing-woman drew near the person of her sovereigiit 
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and began to exercise her vocation in a tone of voice 
that displayed any thing but sweetness or melody^ 
and so loud and shrill as to frighten away the birds 
from the trees near the spot. After this salutation 
she fell on her knees, and repeatedly threw handfuls 
of earth over her left shoulder down her back, &c. 
The Bobssa messenger, who Jiad been so anxiously 
expected, at length arrived, and the spell which- had 
bound every one to the spot was dissplved in a mo- 
ment. We were then conducted to the king, and 
formally introduced to him ; but the grave, eccentric 
old man shook hands with us without taking them 
from the tobe in which they had been enveloped, or 
even condescending to look in our faces, for he never 
makes it a practice to raise his head above a certain 
height; fearing he should discover the person to 
whom he may be conversing gazing full in his coun- 
tenance, to which he has a veiy strange but uncon- 
querable antipaUiy. The interview lasted but a mo- 
ment, and we were hastily conducted to the house 
which was occupied by the late Captain Clapperton ; 
and here we were soon visited by a number of the 
principal people of the city. In the course of the 
morning' we received a quantity of eggs, milk, yams, 
and a fat sheep, as a present from the king. 

Dd2 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Bone>rtdnf at Wonrow on the M ohtimnedaii Sabbath— ^IndifiHttfoo of 
fbe KiRf of Wowow agaiast theKinx of KiAoM^RolicjoQs nwmita a 
of Femaleo— Policy of the Khig of Wowow— Richard Lander takot ift 
— Leavea hia Brother at Wowow, and retama to BooaaA— NarraiiTe of 
John Lander^The Bleoaiug of the PHeMeaa— Kelifiofia Sects— Their 
Creeda and Meaa of a Fuiure State— Fnneral and liarriace Cenam^ 
niea— Partc*8 Booke —The Biatee of Borcoo— The laet of Pait'e Eflbeis 
—Fwewell to the Kinc of Wowow— Departim—ViUage— Appreiieo- 
alone of the NatiTeo— The TraTellera meet at B ooaai. 

Friday^ Au^t IZth, — ^To-day is the Mohammedan 
Sabbath, which is constantly kept as a holyday by 
Uie inhabitants for public recreations and festivities* 
The king's musicians were engaged in playing a very 
few simple airs during the whole of the morning* 
For native music, it was certainly excellent ; else- 
where we h^ve heard nothing equal to it, not even 
at Katunga, Kidma, or Ykoorie. Boossjt seems to 
have little music and few amusements of any kind; 
no city is so dull and lifeless as that. In the evening 
the weekly horse-racing commenced by a run of 
eight or ten ponies, as handsome as they were swift, 
ami the competition between them was most spirited. 
It was not till after this contest had been concluded 
that the king made his appearance at the lower end 
of the race-course ; and jfrom thence he rode slowly 
towards the starting-place, preceded by singing 9m 
dancing women, who bawled and capered l^fore 
him. When he came yp to it he was saluted with a 
report from a few guns and pistols. The kiae was 
more appropriately attired, or rather his clothes 
seemed to sit n>ore easily and gracefully on his per* 
son, than those of any other prince we have seen. 
His horse was gayly, if not richly caqfMtrisoned; it 
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was a noble b^ast, and both horse and rider looked 
extremely well. As he passed us he neither turned 
his head aside, nor even honoui'ed us with a single 
glance, fVom a desire to make an impression on our 
minds by pomp and show; perhaps he thought it 
would have been degrading te have given lis a fami- 
liar look. 

The weather was not so favourable as could have 
been wished ; and to this circumstance was owing 
the few horses, comparatively speaking, which had 
been brought to the sport. The horses were rode 
chiefly by little boys, one of whom was the king's 
son I when they galloped past their sovereign they 
invariably doffed their caps as a mark of respect. 
This race was by no means so well contested as the 
fbrmer, and indeed was unworthy of the name ; and 
as soon as it was over the king returned to his resi- 
dence, and his examjde was presently followed by tiie 
prince and the other part of his household. But all 
these were obliged to return by a different path, be- 
cause it is against the rules of etiquette for any one 
of the natives to attend the footsteps of his sovereign 
on the celebration of any public amusement. After 
their departure the music ceased, and terminated the 
entertainments of the day« 

The king^s head-drummer, % little Nouffie man, 
came to seef us this afternoon. He stated, in answer 
to our inquiries, that the Tshadda (Shary) flows into 
the Niger at Funda, and a regular intercourse is kept 
up with the natives on its banks, for the purposes of 
trade, by means of very large canoes. The sheikh^ 
he said, resided very near the Tshadda^ which, in 
Bomou, spreads into a large body of water. He fur- 
ther informed us, that canoes, capable of containing 
five hundred men in each, sod having '* thatched 
houses** in them, are taken to Binnie (Benin), with 
great quantities of cotton cloths, &c., by his coun- 
trymen, who sell them to the natives; and that 
Funda is very near the salt-water; yet the drummer 
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appears to know nothing of any river which nms 
to Bomoii. 

This morning I carried the few things, which we 
had brought from Boossa for that pmpose, to the 
king. The monarch appeared well pleased and cheer- 
ful, and expressed himself perfectly satisfied with 
the present, though in a few minutes afterward he 
despatched a messenger to inquire if we had not 
txrought any coral beads with us from England. The 
articles forming the present consisted of two pair 
of silver bracelets, a piece of coarse muslin, suffi- 
cient for a couple of turbans, a tobacco-pipe, two 
razors, a new gilt button, two small and inferior 
looking-glasses, a clasp-knife, a pair of scissors, and 
two combs. In compliance with my request, the 
king informed me that he would sell us a canoe 
with the greatest pleasure. He was' convinced, he 
said, that we should return in safety to our country 
by way of the Niger, which did not contain a single 
rock from InguOxhiUigee to Funda. He had heard 
of the refusal of the prince of Kidma to send us by 
the road of Wowow to his friend the King of Boossk, 
and his recommending us a path through a dreary 
wilderness, which had caused the destruction of all 
our horses, and in which we ourselves had narrowly 
escaped with life. He had felt for us in that situa- 
tion^ and his heart had been touched with grief at 
the recital of our misfortunes. After the rains 
should be over, he was determined to resent the 
affront which had been thns offered liim by the nder 
of Ki&ms^ and make him repent his cruelty. It had 
been his intention, he continued, to despatch a body 
of soldiers for the purpose of escorting us to his city 
in a handsome and becoming manner, but he had 
been deterred from his purpose by the information 
which he had received of our having plenty of guns 
and ammunition with us, which he feared we might 
have employed against the escort, under the mis- 
taken opinion of its being a band of roU>ers. He 
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rejoiced, however, to see us, because it would con* 
vince his neighbours that the white men ^either dis* 
liked nor despised Mm., '* I am now infinitely happy,'' 
he concluded, '' for surely I could not have left the 
world in peace if you had departed from the country ' 
without having visited the old king of Wowow.'* 
When this long explanation was concluded, I was 
permitted to take ray leave. Guns were subsequently 
fired off in compliment of our arrival ; and the king 
and his wives, elated with joy, passed the day in 
dancing, laughing, and singing. 

In the evening, several of their daughters favoured 
lis with a visit ; and after their departure the mon- 
arch's brother and his friend came to pay us the 
compliments of the day, and salute us in the country 
fashion. The avoikin suUikee (king's friend) is a very 
important and influential personage in Borgoo and 
other countries, and in point of rank is considered 
the second man in the empire. He transacts all the 
public l)usiness for the king when the latter is inca- 
pable of attending to it, from indisposition or any 
other accidental cause. 

Saturday y August Hth. — ^Yesterday naorning a 
messenger was despatched in haste to Inguaznilligee, 
which is a town and ferry on the banks of the Niger, 
where the king^s boats are kept, to ascertain if a 
large canoe can be appropriated to our use, without 
interfering with or interrupting the business of the 
ferry. He returned at a late hour last night, so 
that we had no opportunity of speaking to him ; 
but this morning he informed us that we shall be 
able to have the best and most commodious canoe 
in the place, because a new canoe had very recently 
been made for the ferry, on account of the old one, 
which has since been recovered, having drifted 
down the river. Another individual was sent by 
the king this morning to settle the business about 
the purchase-money, but he is not expected to rer 
tora from Ingu&rfiilligee tiU to-morrow. 
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This day n long and gay procession, formed by 
the female followers of the ancient religion of the 
country, passed through the town, walking and 
dancing ^temateljr, with large spreading branches 
of trees in their hands. The priestess, at the time 
we saw her, had just swallowed fetish-water, and 
was carried on the shoulders of one of the devotees, 
who was assisted by two female comp^anions, sup- 
porting the trembling hands and arms of their mis- 
tress. Her body was convulsed all over, and her 
features shockingly distorted, while she stared wildly 
and vacantly on the troop of enthusiasts and other 
objects which surrounded her. The priestess was 
then believed to be possessed with a demon ; indeed, 
to us they all appeared to be so, for not one of them 
seemed in their sober senses, so indescribably fan- 
tastic were their actions, and so unseemly did they 
deport themselves. A younger woman was like- 
wise borne on the shoulders of a friend, and carried 
along in the same manner as her mistress ; but she 
was by no means so uncouth a fig[ure, nor was her 
agitation so great as that of the priestess, by whom 
she was preceded. The whole of the women form- 
ing this strange procession might amount to be- 
tween ninety and a hundred ; they were clad in 
their " holyday best ;'* their motions were regulated 
at times by the sound of drums and fifes, and to 
this music they joined their wild shrill voices. They 
were arrangea in couples, and with the branches of 
trees shaking in the air, presented one of the most 
extraordinary and grotesque spectacles that the hu- 
man mind can conceive. 

The King of Wo wo wis making new roads and 
repairing and wideniujg the old ones leading to and 
from the" city. This is the only instance we have 
yet seen wherein even the slightest attention has 
been paid by a chief to the state of the public path- 
way, during the whole of the journey from Baaagry 
to Y^oorie ; and the reason urged ^ by the ruler of 
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this place for undertaking the business is somewhat 
singular, though shrewd and just. " If," says he, 
** an enemy were to come towards my gates with a 
hostile intention, and find the roads broken upDr 
overgrown with weeds, would they not say among 
themselves, ' Oh, this King of Wowpw is a careless, 
slothful, cowardly governor ; his town contains but 
few inhabitants, for see, the path is green and un- 
trodden by human feet ; let us go and attack it, for 
it will easily fall into our hands V But," he con- 
tinued, ^ should they find it of convenient width, 
smooth, and free from grass, they would imme- 
diately say, ' This road is trodden by the feet of 
many people ; the town must be populous, strong, 
and flourishing, and its monarch watchful and brave ; 
if we venture to make an assault, we foresee that 
we shall be overpowered and slain ; it is befter for 
us all to turn back while we are yet undiscovered 
and unharmed, lest some evil fall upon us when it is 
too late to retreat.' " 

Thus the talkative old king argues with his people, 
that they may throw off that laziness which is 
natural to them, and be animated to industry and 
labour in the common cause. 

A {neater quantity of yams is cuItivatecL in the 
vicimty of Wowow than is grown in all the other 
principalities of Borgoo put together. It is a com- 
mon question on the path when the natives meet a 
stranger, '* What I are you going to Wowow to eat 
yams 1" And the King of Booss& jocosely observed 
to us in parting, *' That after we had tas^d of the 
yams of his relative, he was apprehensive we should 
be inclined to remain a longer period in Wowow 
than he had proposed, for that they were a powerful 
inducement." 

Rice and com are also cultivated to an unlimited 
extent here, as^ two species of beans, so that the 
necessaries of life sure very plentiful and cheap. 
Reaping has commeAced« and the wet season^ it is 
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said, is nearly over. As in most other^aees, in' 
digo and cotton, are yearly produced at Wowow in 
abundance. 

Surufayr August 15M. — Yesterday and this morning 
I was seized with giddiness of the head and other 
symptoms, which are the usual precursors of fever 
in this country. We had left our medicine-chest 
behind at Boossa, and as I .was apprehensive that 
I should be laid up in this city, if I remained in it 
longer, my brother agreed with me in opinion thai 
it would be advisable for me to return without delay 
to Boossa, and leave him here to settle the business 
respecting the canoe, &c. I therefore got on horse* 
bacK a^ soon as the vertigo had passed away, and 
without stopping to bid adieu to the king, imme« 
diately departed on my journey with two attendantSr 
My brother furnished me afterward with^he fbUow' 
ing account of the events which fell under his own 
observation during^ the time we were absent from 
each other. ' 

*' A very few minutes after my brother had de- 
parted from Wowow, the prince sent me a young 
buUock and a number of yams ; and his brother like- 
wise presented me with a quantity of milk, rice, and 
a fatted goat. 

^ About midday the female worshippers of tiie 
ancient gods, who have already been alkided to, 
performed a second mifrstical eetemon^, which is 
enjoined by their religion, and afterward pajfuded 
the streets in the same order as on the former oc- 
casion. • When it was over and the procession had 
dispersed, without intimating their intention, several 
of them paid me ayisit attended by musicians with 
drums, flutesr and guitars, and a g[reat number of 
little boys and girls. I was sitting in a shed outside 
our hut at the time, with a sheet spread before me 
to keep off the eyes of the curious ; and when it was 
pulled v^ by the priestess herself^ who was faiAaa 
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Really dressed in man's appareU and when, with h^ 
targe rolling eyes, and plurensied countenance and 
manner, she performed her antics before me, utter*i 
ing at the same time a piercing yell, more dismal 
than a doe's at midnight, I started and shuddered a 
moment, for I was qidte unprepared to witness such 
an object. But the poor enthusiast had qo evil in-* 
tention, for she fell down on her knees, gazed at 
me with tears in her eyes, and with a look of tea« 
demess, held out hej hand as a token of friendshipf 
blessed me, and then arose and went out to make 
room for her principal attendants, who shrieked like 
her and offered their hand in the same manner* Our 
Boossa messenger, and other individuals, who had 
come in before this most singular method of saluta* 
tion was ended, subsequently received ttie benedic« 
tion of the devotees, which was bestowed on them 
by the elder of the females. The method of doing 
it was novel and peculiar ; in the first place, the man 
was placed in a stooping position, the female then 
twisted his left arm, and pulled it over the back 
with all her might; it was then let go, to the great 
relief of the man ; and she placed both her hands 
• on his shoulders, which she pressed down with 
great energy, mtitterinff between her teeth during 
the time the blessing which he had sought ; but thii| 
was so inaudible that it could not be understood^ 
It was not the woman, eaid the bystanders, but a 
spirit within her that spoke, and that influenced her 
and her companions in all their actions* 60 the 
pe<^le went away confirmed in this belief, and quite 

**• 'n^e religion which these enthusiasts ptofesSf 
and which was not long since the prevailing reli« 
«on of the country, is still held in ^eat reverwc9 
Eere ; so much so indeed, that the kmg's datighteoi 
were early initiated into its mysteries^ and mv^^ 
riably attimd the Gelebrati<m of all its superstijtioQS 
lites and ordusiances ; in fact, the prieltess herifitf 

Vol* I.— E e 
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is one of tnem. Their parent also is still faTOor- 
able towards the religion of his fathers, which is 
blended with Arab fables and traditions (for the Mo- 
luunmedan creed in its purity is unknown here), ^nd 
these form the foundation and superstructure of 
his faith. 

"The priestess and her followers believe in the 
existence of a Grod, and a heaven wherein he re« 
sides ;-that this glorious and almighty Being super- 
intends the destinies of man in this life, and in a 
future one rewards or punishes him according to his 
deserts. Yet of a hell, or a place of eternal torment, 
they have no idea whatever. The souls of good 
men, say they, ture translated into a tranquil, happy, 
and beautiful region, wherein but one monkey is 
permitted to reside, and where they remain for 
ever; whereas the wicked, before they can be 
allowed to participate in so much felicity and enjoy- 
ment, are forced to endure sorrow, pam, and pun- 
ishment : — 9l variety of tortures is in store for them, 
such as scourging and beating, till it is considered 
sufELcient punishment has been inflicted for their 
misdeeds, when they are exalted to a happier state 
of being. 

" Others, who waver between the Mohammedan 
religion and the ancient faith, believe that at the 
end of the world a voice will sound from heaven to 
invite all black men to the worid of bliss, but that 
these will be too much unconcerned and too lazy 
to embrace the offer; a second voice will then 
proclaim the same invitation to white men, who 
will spring up with alacrity and transport, and enter 
the celestial regions before them, with books in 
their hands. They profess to believe also that 
two men were originally created, one black and the 
other white, from whom the whole world is de- 
scended. 

'* The professors of the ancient superstition sac- 
rifice a bollock, a sheep, or a black goat to their 
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divinities, but they shtidder at tihe very idea of a 
human offering. Instead of agreeing with ns that 
the world will be destroyed by fire, they suppose 
that its Divine Maker will roll it up like a parchment 
scroll, and put it aside for a future occasion. 

^ It is somewhat remarkable that in Haussa the 
people have a tradition that the name of our g^^eat 
forefather was Adam (pronounced exactly in the same 
manner as we pronounce the word), ba Adam^ in 
the same language, signifies an object when observed 
indistinctly at a distance, bearing the least resem- 
blance to a man. The mother of the human race is 
called Ameenatoo in Haussa. 

** Monday, August l^tk. — ^The more respectable 
classes of society in Wowow and Boossa, after 
their decease, are buried in the yard of the house 
in which they resided when ahve ; while the people 
in the common wa]ks of life are interred in a spot 
of ground selected for the purposean a thick wood» 
which is at some distance from the city, and an- 
swering to our own places of burial. The friends 
of the former, as soon as they are made acquainted 
with his dissolution, resort to his house, and make 
lamentation for him for the space of seven days, 
wearing during that period their very worst ap- 
parel. But the relatives of a pooir man attend his 
remains to the burying ground, and abide in the 
wood till their grief is assuaged and the time of 
mourning expired. 

"Marriage among free people is exceedingly 
simple, and is attended with little mirth or festive 
recreation of any kind. The intended husband is 
allowed to have nothing to do in the affair, though 
it concerns him so nearly, and the parents of the 
girl are equally out of the question. When the 
parties become attached to each other, the female 
goes immediately to acquaint her grandmother of 
the circumstance, and coaxes the old woman to 
give her consent for her to Uve henceforward With 
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her Bialdr, for she alone has the power of ghriii| 
Ihe maiden away. If it happens, however, that a^ 
has no grandmother, the girl is at liberty to act as 
she pleases. Seyeral days are always allowed for 
the old woman to reflect and ponder over the whole 
matter hi her mind ; and this interval is generally 
embraced by the man in making her trifling present^ 
and doing her other little acts of kindness, in the 
hope of gaining her over to his interest3. When 
» free man forms an afl^tion for a female who is a 
slave, and he has money sufficient for the pmpose, 
he goes to her master, whoever he may be, unbo- 
soms his mind to him, and informs him of his in* 
tentioti of taking the woman to wife, if he will give 
him permission. Should the owner of the girl ap» 
|HOve of the connexion, the suitor pays him twenty 
thousand co^yries for his consent to the match, 
though a smaller sum is oftentimes offered and ac- 
cepted ; and the object of his aflfections from that 
time becomes his spouse. Yet the children which 
she may bear him cannot be retained by the father, 
but are considered the exclusive property of the 
wife's master, who lays claim to thtem and takes 
thein away as soon as they are able to run about 
Nor does the marriage ceremony break the bonds 
of the woman's davery, for she is liable to be called 
vpon whenever the master thinks proper, when she 
is obliged to serve him in th^ same manner as if she 
had remained in a single state. The union of slaves 
among each x other depends entirely upon the will 
and {Measure of their owners. 

**Aman is at liberty to return his wife to her 
parents b^ any time, and without adducing any rea- 
son for his dislike and dissatisfaction^ When this is 
his intention, he treats his spouse with disrespect and 
onkindness, whj^h she soon understands the mean- 
ing of, and, of her own accord she goes back to her 
friends, and tells them of what has occurred. These 
^aboequeotly tepairmabody to th^ hoshand's house^ 
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and question him in a formal manner whether it is 
his desire that his wife should continue to abide with 
them. If so, the connexionis forthwith dissolved, and 
she is again considered in the light of an unmanned 
woman. The children (if any) the mother is by no 
means permitted to take alotag with her, but they are 
left behind with their father, who delivers them over 
to the care of his other women. , 

"The King of Wowow daily inquires lafter my 
health, and sends me a quantity of yams, miUc, and 
eggs, every morning. Although this, old chief has 
received a present infinitely smaller than we have 
given any other ruler, yet his treatment of us has 
been more generous than that of all of them togethlsr. 
His brother, also, arid one or two other respectable 
individuals, have been equally kmd, and have en- 
deavoured all in their power to render our stay 
among them perfectly agreeable. They expect 
nothing in return for their hospitality, for we have 
nothing but a few needles to offer theih, and we 
have told them so again and again; nevertheless their 
attention and kindness do not diminish. 

** Tuesday, August 11 th. — I was taken extremely 
unwell this morning with an indescribable and very 
unpleasant sensation in the head, which made me so 
lifeless and stupid that I could scarcely keep my 
eyes open for the remainder of the day, and obliged 
me to lie on my mat tiU evening, where I 'dozed 
away the hours more uncomfortably than I can 
describe. It is very remarkable that hitherto m the 
evening preceding the day on which we have been 
taken Ul we have ever been, surprisingly brisk and 
lively^ with an unnatural flow of spirits ; and we are 
so weU aware of this that we always anticipated 
what is sure to follow, when we find ourselves in this 
merry mood; namely, an attack of iUnesa on the 
ensuing morning. 

^ The messenger sent by the king to procure us a 
canoa is not yet returned from IngtitohiHigee; 

£e2 
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imotlwf was despatched after him yesterday, and 

this morning a third, it is said, has left the town on 

the same eitand ; so at least people have informed 

lis. The object of the first of these men is not con* 

0ned to his visiting the ferry ; but if he could not 

meet with a canoe to his satisfaction there, he has 

tieen desired to ptoceed farther down the Quorra 

until h% should see one that would answer our pur* 

pose* He is also to examine and report the appear- 

ance of a reef of rocks like that at Boossd, which runs 

across the river hdovo InguAzhiUigee* and collect 

moneys and duties owing to his master. It is there* 

fore not much to be wondered at that he is ^ot yet 

returned to Wowow. In the evening one of our 

men arrived from my brother at Boossa ; he informed 

me by letter of his convalescence, and of his inten* 

don of returning to this city yesterday, which how* 

ever had been frustrated by desire of the king. The 

letter stated further that the midiki would settle with 

her brothert the prince of Wowow, for the canoe 

which he has promised to sell us ; and therefore that 

I was at tibeity to take my leave of him whenever 

I might think proper* Also in the evening I re* 

eeived an intimation from the king to remain in the 

eity till his messenger, who is hourly expected, shall 

have returned from the banks of the Niger. Indeed 

It is mors than unlikely, if my present indisposition 

continue, that i shall be able to undergo the fatigues 

of a journey to Boossa, for a day or two at least ; so 

that this restraint of the king I shall scarcely feel. 

. *^ Wednesday, August ISth.-^My curiosity ha8 

again iieen hig^y and perhaps painfully excited by 

hearing to-day that a certain man in the town was 

known to have had in his possession several books 

which he had indeed up from the Niger at the period 

of Mr. Parkas dissolution. As Soon as I had learned 

ftua I instantly sent to the man's house |^ isesiHisiB 



the trnth or falsehood of the ramour, but he hap- 
pened to be from home, and it was not till night, 
after his return from the bush, that I heard, with dis« 
appointment and sorrow, that the report was indeed 
well founded, but that the books had all been re- 
cently destroyed. The nvan said he had shown 
them to the Arabs who were in the ballot of visiting 
the town, but they could not tmderstand the language 
in which they were written, and merely conjectured 
that their contents related to money matters, 'and 
were therefore of no kind of use whatever to any one. 
Yet notwithstanding their uselessness, the man is re- 
ported to have kept the books carefully concealed in 
his house till the arrival of Captain Clapperton at 
Wowow, but when he found that this officer made 
no inquiries for such books, he neglected to pay any 
further attention to them', and they were destroyed 
shortly after ; or, to use his own words, they ' drop- 
ped or fell to jHeces.* By the description which has 
been given of one of the books alluded to, I am in- 
clined to believe that it must have been either Mr* 
Park's journal, or a -book of manuscripts of some 
sort. Thus have all our^ inquiries* for the recovery 
of the }ost papers of this traveller ended in disap- 
pointment : even when we had made almost sure of 
them, and our feelings excited to their highest pitch 
on more than one occasion, we have felt all the bit- 
terness of hope suddenly extinguished. 

'* A number of visiters have called to see me to- 
dav ; but owing to my indisposition I have been Un« 
able to remain in a sitting posture longer than a very 
few minutes at a time, and therefore these visits 
have been agreeably short. 

** Thursdpy^ August i9M.-— I have learned with 
some surprise to-day, that Booss^ and Wowow are 
not considered as being in the empire of Borgoo, but 
tiiat they actualW form a separate and distinct coua* 
ttYf where a dirorent language is spoken, and differ* 
si^ maoBem prevsil* The primjiality of 
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however, is induded by :the natives in the fanner 
country; but owing to the long-continued and un- 
ceasing intercourse which has been maintained be- 
tween it and Boossut &c., the original Borgoo lan- 
guage has given place to the Booss^ and Wowow 
tongue ; and the customs and amusements of the 
people likewise bear at this time so great a similarity 
to those of their neighbours as not to be distinguished 
from them. Yet a stranger can scarcely fail to re- 
mark a surprising difference between the demeanour 
Qf the more respectable inhabitants of Ki&ma, and 
the behaviour of the same class of people atBoossa 
and Wowow. The former are bold, haughty, fierce, 
and rapacious ; the latter are mild, humble, and se- 
date : — ^the former are held in no better light by mer- 
chants and traders than a band of robbers ; whereas 
the latter are respected everywhere, and held in high 
reputation for honesty, integrity, and honour. Ki- 
6ma, it is said, formerly paid a tax to the King of 
Niki, but now it has* sworn allegiance to the Fa^ 
Utahs. 

^ The following is a statement of the names of 
the different states which form the extensive country 
called Borgoo^ . 

1. NM . 4. Sandero 7. Loogoo 

S. Buoy 5. Kingka 8. Fundi. 

S. Kma 0. Korokoo 

** These follow in the order of the importance in 
which they are held by the people. Niki pays a 
small tribute to the King of BoossI as an acknow- 
l^gment of his4snperiority ; Wowow does the same, 
* b^ause,' said an inteUig^it man of that city, * in 
the beginning of the world the Almighty appointed 
Ms . ancestor monarch .of the whole of Western 
Africa.' The present King of Boossk is, notwith- 
standing, too feeble to enforce payment of this 
tribute : it was originally offered voluntarily, and it 
baa been continued by courtesy to the present timei 
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thoi^h Niki and Wowow begin to be indifferent 
about the n^atter. 

^' The relative position of the five first states of 
Borgoo withlrespect to each other may be thus ex*' 
pressed : the letters N,^, S, £, indicating theposi*, 
tions of the four cardinal points of the compaes. 

Eing ka W.— If ild— E. Kttisa 

■. . . s* 

'Sandero. ^ 

"JV»Ai is seven days' journey nearly west ol 
Wowow, and the four states surrounding it as aboVe 
are each three days' journey from it in the direction 
in which they are placed. 

*^Korokoois eaxteen days' journey westof Wowow, 

^Loogoo twenty days' journey south-west of 
Wowow. 

" Fundi twenty days' wei^t of Wowow. 

" It is, however, hardly possible for a native of 
Wowow to give the exact ratuation of a country re- 
mote from his own, when it is considered that he hatf 
neither a compass, nor indeed any instrument what- 
ever, to assist him in his observationsr the sun alone 
being hiis guide in such cases. It is therefore likelv 
enough that the individuals who fumiiihed me wita 
the preceding information might have erred, perhap» 
as much as two or three points of the compass; and 
consequently it would be better, instead of east, 
west, north, &c., to read easterljfy westerly^ norths 
erly, &c. 

** Niki is the largest and most poVrerful of the 
Borgoo states. Its capital, which is extremely pop« 
ulous, is of the same name, and though unwalled, it 
is of immense extent, and said to be oi e^ual size to 
the city of Y^orie. Its monarch has a thousand 
horses, which are aJlhis private property, and he is» 
in other respects, wealthy and affluent. His soldierst 
vho form a good part of the pdpulaticm of the capl* 
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tal, are reputed to be brare, bold, and enterprishig 
men; those on foot have one side of the head 
shaved to distinguish them from their felloi^-sob- 
jects« These are like the ' half-heads' of the King 
of Dahomey. Niki is almost the only country in 
the west against which the Fal&tafas have not yet 
dared ' to lift the spear.' 

** There is reported to be not less than seventy con- 
siderable and miportant towns dependent on the 
state of KiJd, all of which have several smaller 
towns and villages under their control and manage- 
ment. Tbe chiefs of each of these large towns pre- 
sent to their sovereign, once in their lifetime, a 
young and pretty woman to be his wife, by which 
means tus serag&o is always kept fulL Yet if the 
girl fail to win tiie afiections of the king, and she be 
not liked, or if, after she becomes his mistress, any 
fault be found with her, or any personal blemish or 
defect, i^e is instantly dismissed, and the chief of 
the town from whom she had been received is 
obliged to supply her place by sending another girL 
This is an odd and singcdar kind of tribute, but it is 
slight, and the inhabitants of the ' seventy' pay no 
other. The next state in rank, extent, and import- 
ance to Niki, and the great rival to that country, is 
BuaVf which, like the former, has seventy towns of 
raucn consequence, that acknowledge its supremacy, 
and pay a tax of ladies to the monarch in somewhat 
the same manner as their neighbours of Niki. There 
is great plenty of horses in the stete of Buoy^ and 
in Sandero ; but the states of Kingka^ Loogooj and 
Karokoo are destitute of a single animal of this de- 
scription. With the exception of Loogoo, these 
latter states are said to be excessively poor, and 
their inhabitento to hve in a pitiable stete of penury 
and wretchedness ; but the people of Loogoo have 
the necessaries of Ufe in ffreater abundance, and 
they are enriched Inr the thousands of merchants 
who trade to Goiya lor the goora-^ut, Ac*, and who 
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pass aninially tluoiigli their country. Their chief, 
or king, is the most opulent ruler in the whole of 
Borgoo,liaving obtained by this means more money 
than the monarch of Niki or Buoy ever had in his 
possession. Pundi was at one time a dependancy 
of Niki, but the natives have recently thrown off the 
yc^e, and formed themselves into an independent 
power ; but with the acquisition of their hberty thev 
soon lost the little sense of right and wrong which 
they once had ; and having no leader for whom they 
cared, and no law which they obeyed, they threw off 
all manner of restraint, and from robbing each other 
they turned to plundering the property of their 
neighbours, and waylaying every unprotected stran- 
ger or traveller that had occasion to pass through 
their country. The same unrtily, outrageous, aod 
turbulent spirit,, and desperate conduct prevail 
among the natives of Pundi to the present time ; and 
similar acts of rapacity and violence are consum- 
mated by them every day, so that their country is 
dreaded and shunned by every one acquainted with 
their character and habits. Even among their bad 
neighbours these people are regarded as the worst 
in the world ; but perhaps the fears of strangers and 
enemies cause them to misrepresent and exaggerate 
the dei)raved manners of the people of Pundit 

** This evening the king's first messenger returned 
from Inguazhilligee, and has ^succeeded in obtaining 
a large new canoe for our use, which it is understood 
will be sent up the river to Boosskas soon as the queen 
shall have paid the purchase-money to her brother, 
the chief of Wowow. We had much rather bargain 
for it ourselves, but the desires of th^ meddling m^iki 
are imperious, and it would not be prudent on our 
part to balk her wishes. — ^Very unweU all day. 

" Friday^ August 20M. — ^The widow Zumahas left 
a son at wowow, who is about thirty years of age, 
and is suffered to reside here only liecause he i& at 
Tariaace with his captious mother, and disapproves 
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and condemns «U her measures. This yomug wun 
has heen a constant daily visiter to me, and brings 
me occasiooaUy a dish of pounded yam and pain- 
oil* a few ffoorar-nuts, or some such tr^e. At oor 
request be has busied himself surprisingly in endear- 
ouring to procpre information respecting the papeis 
of Mr. Park. Though nearly blind, Mha (for that 
is his name) is a handsome and intelligent young 
man, of an equable temper, and of a mild, modest, 
and amiable disposition, which has rendered him a 
great favourite with us. From the informatioD 
with which he has supplied us, we learn that the 
late King of Wowow, who was father to the present 
ruler, became possessed of much of IVfr. Park*s 
property, among which was a gres^ quantity of 
guns and ammunition, particularly musket-baUs, 
which we have seen. Before this monarch's disso- 
lution, he left them to be divided among his sons. 
Abba ascertained yesterday that a large fat woman 
belonging to the kmg had a great pillow, which her 
deceased husband hs^ snatched, among other thingSr 
from the Niger, near Booss^ and with whiclT he 
had fled to Wowow, where he continued to reside 
tUl his death. T\da pillow, as it is called, had per« 
liuaps been used for a seat, for it was covered with 
bullock's hide, and strengthened by ribs of iron ; 
but the covering having been worn into holes with 
age and use, it was yesterday pulled to pieces by 
its owner, who found it to be stuffed with rags 
and cloth cut into small bits. In the centre of the 
pillow, however, to the woman's surj^se, she dis- 
<^vered a little bag of striped satin, and feelii^ 
something like a book, as she says* within it, she 
was afraid to op^n it herself, but presently sest 
word to Abba oi the circumstance, who forthwiUi 
came and imparted it to me, bringing the little bag 
along with bun. On onening it I foimd a little iroa 
frame, round which haa been wound, with much lA- 
ffsmaty and care, a j;reat quantity of cotton tturead* 
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wiiioh encompaised it perhaps not less than ten 
thousand times ; and in consequence of its entangled 
state, it was provokingly troublesome to take off. 
Afllxed to the little iron instrument, which is said 
to be a child*s handcuff of foreign manufacture, and 
underneath the cotton, was an old manuscript, 
which according to Abba's opinion is a native charm. 
But as I mistrusted his t^owledge of the Arabic 
language, and doubted his. ability to give a jproper 
interpretation of the contents of the paper, in my 
own judgment, I was induced to believe it to be 
neither more nor less than a charm of some kind. 
Therefore I purchased the manuscript, because it 
might be of greater consequence f^an I imagined, 
and because the bag in which it had been enveloped 
was of European satin, and the ink with which it 
had been written very different from that which is 
used by the Arabs, resemUing our own so closely 
that the difference in the Colour of both cannot be 
distinguished. We were advised by no means to 
intimate to the king the nature of Abba's inquiries, 
for the people are 3l afraid of him, and declare that 
if he knew of any individual that had secreted ever 
BO trifling a part of Mr. Park's property, he would 
be beheaded without mercy. 

"I felt considerably better this morning, and 
&erefore determined to remain no longer in Wo- 
wow, but to lea>ve as soon as my horse should be 
got ready. Accordingly I went to the king to pay 
my respects and take my farewell of him before 
my departure. I expressed my acknowledgments 
for the good reception and generous hospitality my 
brother and I had experienced from him and his 
subjects, and then requested permission to take my 
leave. But the monarch was unwiliinf to .part wita 
me so easily, and detained me in his company 
rather longer than 1 liked, conversing on- matters 
JToreign to my purpose. I related to him, at hit 
own finest, an account pf the power, the riches^ 

VoL.1.— Ff 
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and the glorjr of Enriand, and kept him in an 
ecstasy and silent wondennent for some time. ** Is 
aH this true !** said the old man to Pascosyi^ho was 
at my side.—" It is true," answered Pascoe, *• for i 
haVe seen it." — ^* Wonderful people I" said the king. 
We then chatted for a long time about other things. 
The canoe, he observed, i^ich he had procured for 
us was an excellent one ; he much admired the s^ 
pearance of the horse he had often seen me ride, 
and said, that as that animal could be Of no service 
to us on the water^ he had no objection to ei^change 
his excellent canoe for him ; and if one should be 
of greater value than the other, he would cheer- 
fully give the difference in cowries, provided we 
would consent to the same tneasuie if the hone 
was of less value. All this I told him was on- 
donbtedly very fair, but as the midiki herself had 
agreed to take all the trouble of making the bar- 
p;ain, it was useless on our parts to enter into any 
airangements with him ; indeed he was candid enongb 
to teU me so, yet he wished to beguile the time 
away as well as he could, and he 9pntinued the con- 
versation for no other purpose; whereas I was 
weary of it, and impatient to be gone, for the sun 
was already high, and the day promised to be op* 
pressively hot. 

" Before I was suffered to leave him, however, 
he endeavoured with energy to impress upon my 
mind the high sense he entertained of Europeans, 
who were so widely different, he said, from the 
Arabs; so much kinder, so much better, so -much 
superior in every way. He loved white men of the 
west, because good fortune was always sure to at- 
tend their footsteps wherever they went ; all lands 
which they had visited had been blessed in them; 
and he had no doubt that after our departure Wowow 
would be similarly favoured. He would pray to 
Ood, therefore, to prosper us in our undertakin^i 
and he felt assured that we shoidd reach our imtira 
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ctnsBttyj and he should see ns at Wowow again 
before he died. Then thanking the old king again 
for the yarions kindnesses he had shown us, and 
likewise for his good wishes, which I returned four** 
fold, we shook hands heartily, and having taken my 
farewell, I rode out of the city. 

^The journey was long and irksome, and the 
weather proved, as we had prognosticated, inex- 
pressibly warm ; but at three o'clock in the after- 
noon we entered and halted for awhile under a 
tree at a rural little village imbosomed in mag- 
nificent trees, which ifi peopled with emigrants 
from Nouffie, and> as I was exhausted by fatigue, 
and too unwell to travel farther, we agreed to tarry 
here for the night. The poor harmless villagers, 
loving quiet and tranquiUity rather than noise and 
disturbance, fled some few years ago from the per- 
secutions and exactions of the magia, and from all 
the horrors of a civil war, which was ravaging their 
country like a consuming fire, and desolating all Uie 
most beautiful of her provinces, and sought refuse 
in this peaceful village, which lies in one of the 
most sequestered valleys in the world. They have 
now sons and daughters, who seem to enjoy with 
them the delights of privady and retirement which 
they had been so soUcitous to obtain ; for here 
these simple blessings are in their fullest perfection. 
They seldom see the face of a stranger^ because 
their hamlet is situated at a good distance from the 
road-side, and because the way to it from thence is 
dark, difllcult, and lonely; nevertheless a traveller 
sometimes strays to their dwellings, and when that 
is the case they receive him with hospitality, and 
endeavour to make him comfortable by kindness. 
A river flows near the village, which is said to be 
full of fish, and this is a source of employment to 
some of its inhsd^itants, and of advantage to all. 
rhe men are not only skilful tishermen, but they 
understand husbandry as well iub their neighbours ; 
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they cultiTate large quantities of grain, and grow 
beans, indigo, and yams in abundance. They like- 
wise keep poultry, and have flocks of sheep and 
goats ; so that though their dress be poor and mean, 
yet they are rich as regards the necessaries of life, 
and have the means of enjoying a few of what are 
considered in this country as its luxuries. 

'* In the evening, when the sun was gOmg down, 
and when the birds, recovering from the sultry heat 
of the day, had begun to warble in the coolness of 
evening, the elders of the village assembled' under 
the spreading branches of a noble tree to spend dn 
hour or two in familiar chat, in pursuance of their 
common practice. To promote their cheerfulness 
and assist their conversation, large calabashes of 
strong home-brewed beer were placed by the side 
of them. Having swallowed two or three large 
draughts, the old raeii drew close to each other, and 
the venerable chronicler of the hamlet, in an under 
tone, started a conversation respecting their guest, 
the fearful white man of the west ; and various and 
horrible were the conjectures of each on the canni- 
balism of his countrymen ; their mysterious super* 
natural powers, and their partiality for the blood <rf 
black men in particular. Their conversation beoaune 
more serious as the beer began to operate on the 
old men, and as the dusk of evening came on they 
drew still closer together ; their legs, which had 
before been stretched out carelessly and comfort^y 
at full length on the ground, were now gathered up 
under* them ; and every now and then they ventured 
to look back over their shoulders to steal a glance at 
me, for I was not far off, but this only seemed, to 
inspire them with greater fear than before. The 
younger natives were" about this titfle returning to 
the village from their usual occupations by the river- 
eide and in the fields, and they stopped to join the 
oopapany of the old men. The latter were almost 
naked, and the young men and ^rls were perfectly 
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BO, as well as the children of both sex^s which 
had been attracted to the party, and stodd listening^ 
to the tales of horror which were related. One of 
our men had been sitting all the while with them, 
partaking of their beer, and had been silent till he 
conceived it almost time to retire, when he endeav- 
oured to undeceive them in regard to their opinion 
of the unnatural propensities of white men, and to 
overthrow all the visions of bloody adventures 
which they had imbibed in their infancy, and cher- 
ished in their old age, and which had this evening 
been strengthened almost to realities by my pres- 
ence, assisted by the ejQfects of the beer they had 
drunk. But their love for the marvellous could not 
so easily be eradicated from their minds, and they 
turned a deaf ear to his remarks. The children 
shunned my hut as if it contained a serpent or a 
scorpion, and one or two of them that met me by 
accident, started, then looked anxiously, eagerly, 
and entresftingly at me for a moment, as if overcome 
by terror, and then shrieked aloud and ran away. 

** The elderly men of the village pwerform no man- 
ner of work, but reserve it for their children and 
grandchildren, who labomr for them without reluc- 
tance. The former lounge away their existence 
chiefly under the large tree abovementioned, where 
they may be seen at all hours of a fine day, sitting 
in a group, the very picture of idolence, ease, peace; 
and comfort, and where they chat away the hours as 
thoughtlessly as if they were to live in this world 
for ever. They have no troubles, no difficulties, and 
no cares to interrupt Uieir enjoyment. With what 
tranquillity and happiness does their life pass away ! 
How smoothly and serenely do they go down to the 
grave! 

**8<aurdayf A«gi£sr21if.-7-We breakfasted early 
this morning on a cold fowl and yam, which was last 
night sent me by a blacksmith ; but we found it im- 
possible to leave the yiBh;^ as early as couki have 



atf ABSCTB AT MOMA* 

been wisbedt owing to « heary abower which was 
falling. Ab soon as the rain had ceased we set but 
on our journey. Four men sent by the King of 
Wowow, and three Other individuals, among whom 
was his brother, accompanied us to BoossiH for eye- 
water, which they had induced us to promise them 
by their importunities and solicitations^ Another 
man was in our train, who was the bearer of a pres* 
ent from the Kiog Of Wowow to his sister, the 
Queen of Boossiu This pesent consisted of seven 
or eight yams, which are just the value of double the 
number of kidney potatoes in England! Thus at- 
tended we journeyed to the river-side, which is only 
a short distance from the village. A large quantity 
of fish had just been enclosed, which was announced 
by loud drumming from the fishermen, as a signal to 
their companions at the hamlet to come and assist in 
securing them. The river happened to be rather 
shallow, but it was intersp^ed with dark projecting 
rocks, that would render it impossible for any one to 
proceed even in a canoe either up or down the 
stream ; yet we crossed it with little or no difficulty. 
*^ We found the road to be overgrown with nak 
grass and luxuriant vegetation, and so intricate, ^at 
we were obliged to travel very slowly, and my horse 
stumbled and fell with me repeatedly* In crossing 
the next river, where there is a ferry, for the first 
time since we have b^en in Africa we saw a mother 
beating her child very unmercifully. The woman 
was wild with passion, but we succeeded in recon- 
ciling her to> the object of her cruelty. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock we came in sight of the 
walls of Boossil ; it was raining, and one of our men, 
who hadbeensentby my brotherfor that purpose, met 
us on the road with a change of apparel for myself. 
I was rejoiced to find my brother perfect recovered 
from his indiepositioni and we felt as mucbpleasore 
in the meeting as friends that had long parted. On 
my entranoe he was busily engaged inmakiftgpnpa- 
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wtiona ibr oor voyage down the Nig|er. The King 
of Boos8lL*8 messenger is eipeeted bere in a day or 
two, when we hope and expect, that every thkig will 
be settled to our satisfaction.*' 
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Monday^ August SSd^^^lt was the earnest and oft- 
repeated desire of the chief of Wowow, while we 
resided in his town, that we should return* from 
Bpossli and spend the approaching holyday with him, 
to which we thoug:ht proper to accede ; indeed the 
M man had behaved so well to us that we did not 
like to make him an ungrateful return. But his sis* 
ter» the midiki, is akeady Jealous of her brother, be- 
oause, perhaps, we have given him so good a charac- 
ter, and she says that she is apprehensive he may 
procnre from tis. more than she is willing that he 
should have; and so she has not only set her hus- 
band's mind ajffainst the measure, but she has slan^ 
dered and deramed the character of her brother to 
us most shamefully. 

This is positively the worst trait in the character 
of the queen, for in other Tespects she is aii amiable* 
joodkindof woman eoMigfa. lamoreeiviliaed^or 
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rather more polidied coiuitries» among the reaMm- 
able part of mankind, a mutual interchaiige of benev- 
olent intentions produces a reciprocity of kind feel- 
ing, and we woidd hope that the present of yams 
from her brother would excite the midiki's more 
generous and affectionate sentiments for him. Yet 
this despicable vice of slander is umversal m Africa; 
the people all speak ill of each other, from the mon- 
arch to the slave. We shall now be compelled to 
remain in Boossk till the period arrives for our final 
depaiture from the country. 

This afternoon the expected messenger arrived 
from Wowow, with full power to treat with the 
midikt.for the purchase of our canoe; and though 
we are the parties most concerned in this business, 
we are allowed to sky nothing at all about it. We 
have just learned that the bargain has been con- 
cluded; we are to give bpth our horses for the 
canoe ; and if the King of Wowow should fancy the 
animals to be more than equivalent to the value of 
the boat, he has promised to send us the balance in 
money (cowries). This is infinitely better than we 
could have done ourselves ; we should not have con- 
trived-matters half so well, for the youngest of the 
horses we had previously made a present of to the 
King of Boossa, but most likely, owing to Pascoe's 
misrepresentation, . or misinterpretation, the monarch 
was not made sensible of the circumstance, llie 
canoe will be sent here in a day or two, when we 
shall begin to prepare her for m^ water without de- 
lay. Our men have made an attempt to drive the 
bidlock which was given us by the Km? of Wowow 
from that city to Boossl^ no less than four different 
tim^s, but each time the ungovernable and furious 
animal has broken its ropes, gored the people, and 
returned to Wowow. As we have no means of pre- 
serving its flesh, should we slaughter the bullock be- 
fore we leave^ we intend to sdl it hevef if by any 
m»9ti» item be brought into the town« 



Tlt^sdiWf August Q4th. — ^Aecomits have reached 
Boossik of tbe total discomfiture of the Falitahs in 
the kingdom of Catsheenah, where, it iis fiaid, there 
has lately been mudh fighting: and that every F^&-< 
tah has been expelled from the city of Catsheenah, 
which had been occupied by that singular people 
ever since the . first successes of their prophet and 
general Danfodio. Doncassiu 'who is the true and 
legitimate King of Hinssa, has been solicited to 
quit Mdradie, wherein he has resided for many years, 
and invited to return to his ancient capital. 

The reverses of the Falitahs have not ended here, 
for the people of the little but fertile kingdom of 
Zaria', of which Zegzeg la the capital, have also, 
with the assistance of the Bomouese, risen against 
their conquerors, defeated them in two or three en- 
gagements, driven out the Faldtahs, and returned to 
the allegiance of their own native prince^ who was 
formerly, and will be again, tributary to the sheikh 
of Bomou. Zaria is not in Haussa, but adjoins that 
country ; th6 natives also have a different language 
from the people of Hkussa. It appears that the faith 
and confidence which the Fal6tahs had in the pro<* 
phetie mission of Danfodio, and which infused in 
them a degree of boldness, courage, and impetuosity, 
which is not natural to their dispositions, has not 
been extended to Bello, his son and successor, and 
to this is attributed the serious reverses and defeats 
which they have lately experienced; for though they 
considered themselves - invincible^ they are coiistitu* 
tionally as spiritless and cowardly in war, and as in- 
'dolent in peace, as the original inhabitants* 

The sheikh of Bomou has recently issued a pro- 
clamation, that no slaves from the interior countries 
are to be sent for sale farther west than Wo wow, so 
that none will be sent in future from thence to the 
sea-sidoi The greatest and most profitable market 
for slaves is said to be at Timbuctoo, whither their 
owners at present transport them to sell to Ihe Arabs, 
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who take them over the deserts of Zahara and Libya, 
to resell in the Baibary states. An Arab has in- 
formed us that many of his countrymen trade as far 
as Turkey in Europe with their slaves, where they 
dispose of them for two hundred and fifty dollaxs 
each. 

Wednesday^ August 26th. — ^We despatched one of 
our men, named Ibrahim, this morning, to Coulfd^ 
with our ass, and a quantity of needles to seiL 
With him the king has sent a messenger, who has 
been commissioned to visit all the t6wns and vil- 
lages on the Nouffie side of the Quorra^ as far as the 
F^dtah town of RabbOf and to request their chiefs 
and governors, in the name of the King of Boossi^ 
to simer us to pass down the river without inquiry 
or molestation. 

Rabba is reported to be fotir day^' journey fr«»m 
hence by water, and seven by land. It is said to be 
« fine handsome town, whose inhabitants are rich, 
numerous, and powerful, and that it is embellidied 
:all round with a vast quantity of graceful palm-trees. 
Indeed, all the paim-oii which is used in this counhy 
is brought from thence ; and European salt is brought 
from towns a littie farther down the Niger, so that 
Rabba cannot be a great way from the sea. The 
old Prince of Wowow intends following the exam- 
ple of the king of this place, by despatching a mes- 
sen^r as far down the Yarriba side of the river as 
he' IS acquainted with. Should any of the chiefs 
be averse to our travelling by water through their 
territories, they may have it in their power to annoy 
us and impede our progress, but if the measure 
should please them, they will be able to render us 
the most essential service. The Faddtahs'will be 
the most difficult people to deal with; they never 
approve of a foreigner or stranger of cotisequenee 
•coming into their dominions, unless he conaent to 
'Visit their monarch at -Soccatoo. We intended pass- 
ing Rabba by nig^t, and so avoid meeting with any 
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of its inhabitants ; bnt xk>w, as they will receive in- 
telligence of the exact period of our departure from 
Booss^ and our consequent approach to their town* 
it is useless to think of shunning them. We never 
dreamed of requesting such a thing from the king ; 
in fact, it met with our decided disapprobation ; but 
he would not listen to our objections, and observed 
that'no exertion shbjald be spared on his part to en« 
sure our safety and promote our intentions, which 
he could not promise before he had officially ac* 
quainted the different chiefs on the banks of the 
river that the white men were under his protection, 
and had set out under his auspices, and therefore he 
hoped and believed that our persons would be re- 
spected, and our property and people held sacred by 
them all* The messenger is not expected to return 
for a fortnight, for the journey is long and disagree- 
able ; but whether we shaU be obliged to wait till he 
comes back we have not yet ascertained. 

Friday J August Q!7th, — This forenoon we sent Pas* 
coe's wife to the king for the favour of a httle un- 
adulterated salt, because there is such a great quan- 
tity Of ashes and other sfmrious ingredients mixed 
up with that which is pdblicly sold in the market, 
that we could never eat it with pleasure. Both king 
and queen embraced the opportunity of admiring the 
shape and beauty of the salt-box, and spoke in rap^. 
turous terms of the lustre of its appearance, and the 
ingenuity of its contrivance. . ^ Alia, how t^onder- 
ftd !" said thfey ; *♦ even the most trifling articles be- 
longing to the white men are fit for the use of the 
mightiest kings. Alas ! Alia has given them all the 
glory and riches of the worlds and its knowledge, 
and left none whatever fbrl)lack men l^ 

The king was affected ! he thrust the vessel mio 
the pocket of his tobe, smoothed it down with his 
hand, looked melancholy, and said, ** How nicely it 
fits! what a beautiful thing*! how convenient it 
would be in traveling/' He then took it out agaii^ 



848 XAionft or askimo msmvTB. 

turned it round and round, opened and. abnt it 
peatedly, and then bestowing on it a last commenda 
tion, as outrageously as any of the former, it -was 
returned to us filled with genuine salt. Who could 
not understand the meaning of all this ? Now ibis 
handsome salt-cellar is of latten, and was formerly 
a common round tinder-box; and because we had 
nothing better for the purpose, we deprived it of the 
candlestick on its cover a short time ago, and con« 
Terted it to its present use. - The tin, moreoTer* has 
been biumt off from many parts of it, and Pascoe'ft 
wife not being an admirer of cleanlinesst, it has lost 
much of its original brightness* The kingV enco* 
miums were therefore nothing more than an indi« 
rect and ingenious soUcitation of the article for hi» 
own use, which was further apparent by desiring the 
woman to jrelate to us no part of the conversation 
that had passed between them, or, in other wordsf 
that she should tell us every syllable. We could not 
help admiring the delicacy of the king, and sent 
back the tiiiSer-box to him iramediately.r The 
bearer was rewarded handsomely for her troubkf 
and we received as many thanks as when he ac- 
cepted the silver medal and chain which we had 
offered him. 

It is bv such means as this that the chiefs and 
rulers of this country, ashamed of making a direct 
application for any thing in our possession to which 
they may have .tuen a fancy, endeavour to obtain 
it* If, however, the hint does not succeed in making 
a visible impression, less delicate measures are 

Sresently resorted to ; and, when every other expe* 
ient fails, they cast aside the reserve and bashful- 
ness which had influenced then at first, and express 
Iheirmeaoing in language which cannotbe misunder- 
stood. In this respect the chiefs and governors ars 
aU alike from Baddgry to the metropolis of Ylioorie. 
Tuisda^f August ZUu — ^A messenger with a panoe 
arrived to*day from thf King of Wowow, bof/^it is 
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86 yeiy small that it ia wholly inadequate for our 
purpose. This is a most provoking circumstance, 
because a larger canoe must be procured, and this 
will occasion much loss of time. Between the- chief 
of Wowow and his sister, the midiki, we have been 
completely taken in^ Boats of a considers^le size 
are kept, it is said, at a small town on the banks of 
the Niger, called Lever, and thither we have resolved 
to proceed as soon as the Boossa messenger shall 
have returned from Rabba, and get a canoe prepared 
with as much expedition as possible. The horses 
ffiven in exchange to the prince of Wowow are large, 
handsome, and superior animals, worth in England 
at least sixty pounds, and their value here is little 
less; yet this canoe which has been sent us ia 
scarcely worth as many pence. 'There is infinitely 
more difficulty, and greater bustle and disiiussion, in 
simply purchasing a canoe here, than there would bie 
in Europe in drawing 'up a treaty of peace, or in de- 
termining the boundaries of an empire ; such v^st 
importance do the people attach to the most triffing 
matters in the world. 

A man also arrived in this city to-day from a town 
near Jei^na, in Yarriba, whither the king h^ sent 
him some time sinqe. He reports that a vessel has 
lately arrived at Bad^^ry, and by the man's account 
she iff in all {Hrobability a slaver, either from the 
Havana or fVom the Brazils. 

This is the eve of the much-talked-of Mohammedan 
festival, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
towns and villages, resolving to enjoy themselves in 
the holydays, are already resorting here in great 
numbers. The disposition of every one appears to 
be softened into good-nature by the bare anticipation 
of the festival, and joy beams from their counte- ' 
nances. The very dogs, which at other times re* 
ceive unkind treatment, and are always b^y used^ 
now run about wagging their tails 'with an air of 
cheerfulness and courage which th^ assume only 
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on such important occasions as these, for they axe 
days of grace and respite to them, poor brutes. Men 
and women, elated with the thoughts of the pleasure 
which awaits them to-morrow, are enjoying them- 
selyes in singing and dancing, and are seen talking 
and laughing in every comer; while the younger 
chQdren, quite naked, are as frolicsome as theii 
grandmothers, and are either rolling on the ground 
or skipping along the turf like ^ little playful fawns.^ 
On this extraordinary and momentous occasion a 
bullock nearly half-grown has been slaughtered by 
the midlki, to supply the wants of the good people 
of Booss^ and those of a great influx of strangers 
and visiters, so that every one who can afford it may 
buy and eat. There has. been also in the market a 
more than usual quantity of corn and rice ; indeed 
nothing is wanting to please the taste and satisfy 
the appetite of all, and to render the festivities and 
rejoicings complete. 

A circumstance, however, occurred this morning 
which threw a damp and chill on the spirits of the 
king, and threatened to turn a day of gayety and en- 
joyment into one of mourning and sorrow. It ap- 
pears that a few weeks since, our quondam host, the 
drummer, was guilty of criminal conversation with 
the wife of the king*s eldest son, who is governor 
of a town a few miles from Booss^,. ana since the 
affair happened, he has not visited the city tiU to 
day. Nothing woidd either have been said or done 
to the drummer by way of censure or punishment, 
if he had not^ like rakes of whiter faces, boasted of 
his gallantry, and spoken in disrespectful terms of 
his paramour. When this had reached the ears 
of the elderly females of the tovm, in order.to vin- 
dicate the honour of their sex and chastise the ca- 
lumniator, they arose in a body, wayl^d the uiifor- 
tunate musician, and applied their hands and fists so 
vigorously to his face and person, that he wiU re- 
Bember the dmbbing as long as he lives* On the 
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Hrriral of the prince to-day, he sought the drummer 
to slay him, for he felt his character injured and his 
honour tarnished ; and therefore commanded his at- 
tendants to lay violent hands upon him the moment 
they could find him. Now the drummer had re- 
covered from the effects of the women's punishment, 
and^ was exercising his profession outside the king's 
house, totally absorbed in the inspiring music of bis 
instrument, when, by the sudden appearance of the 
prince before him, he started as though he had been 
ui the folds of a serpent* He was self-convicted, 
and trembled with fear ; he knew and felt that no 
time was to be lost, so uttering a faint cry, he sprang 
from the spot, fled from the presence of his enemy, 
drum and all, and ran with astonishing celerity to- 
wards a cornfield, where he endeavoured to elude 
the vigilance of his pursuers. But his instrument 
was large and clumsy, and becoming entangled in the 
cornstalks, he was confused and perplexed, and lost 
much time' in casting it from him. Meiantime he 
was chased by the prince's servants, who were all 
armed with large heavy'bludgeons, sbid by them he 
was soon overtaken. These applied their weapons 
with such good heart, and so effectually, on the per- 
son of the hcentious, sinful drummer,- that his head 
was broken, his countenance disfigured, his hands 
and arms rendered powerless, and the other parts 
of his body almost pommeled to a muihmy. When 
they were tired of their task, the men desisted from 
furttier punishment ; and the drummer, covered with 
blood, by the assistance of people that were passing 
near at the time, ^^gged his limbs after him to the 
king's house. Here he made a long and grievous 
complaint to his master, who compassionated the 
musician, and was so infuriated against his son, that 
he commanded his servants to behead him instantly! 
The monarch, however, was restrained from repeat^ 
ing this sanguinary mandate by the supplications of 
his principal people, who had sided with the prince* 
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andnowattetnptedtojiiBtifyhis conduct, and, together 
'with every woman in the place, more especiaUy his 
own wife, declared that the drummer richly deserved 
the chastisement which he had received. The 
wounded man refused at first to be comforted, but 
he was at length appeased by the condolence and 
encouraging words of the king, who has made him 
a present of a handsome tobe; and thus the affair 
was compromised, and joy again reigned in Boosssu 
Wednesday f September 1st. — Day Was drawing to a 
close, vid evening fkst approacl^ng, when the king 
came out of his residence to show himself to his 
people. He was attended by a number of his head- 
men, with whom he perambulated the town ; and 
afterward proceeded outside the gates to offer up a 
short pirayer with them to the gods of his religion, 
for he is still a pagan, as all his fathers were, though 
he employs Mohammedan priests to pray for his wel- 
fare, and intercede with their prophet in his behalf, 
agreeably to their form of worship. Several mu- 
sicians were in attendance with arums, fifes, and 
long Arab trumpets of brass ; these men preceded 
theur sovereign, and played lustily on their instru- 
ments all the while he was returning to his house. 
He shortly came out again, and rode slowly up the 
race-course, attended by people of both sexes most 
nncouthly dressed, singing and dancing before him, 
9nd followed by a party of well-dressed men mounted 
on mettlesome horses, and equipped as if for war. 
On our saluting him, the monarch stopped and sent 
us a goora^nut, which, on such an occasion as this, 
is considered as a mark of great condescension, and 
a sign of peculiar favour; and he staid opposite us 
at least ten minutes, to give us a fair opportunity of 
admiring his grandeur, and diverting ourselves by 
the fro&some gambols of his attendants. Smiling 
at our wonderment, and gratified with the respect 
we paid him by dischsurging our pistols close to his 
oerson, he nodded and passed on. The king was 
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mounted on a iiiie handsome gray horse, sumptaously 
caparisoned ; while he himself is a noble and com* 
manding figure on horseback, and was dressed ex 
tremely well, in a red cap and large turban of the 
same colour, a silk dam^k tobe of green and crim« 
son made full and flowing, red cloth trousers, and 
Arab boots. Groups of well-dressed individuaJs 
were seated under every tree, with spears, quivers 
of arrows, long bows, and ornamented cows* tails. 
'Diese latter were flourished about as the peop^le. 
sai%; their owners threw them high into the air, 
and danced at the same time in the most extraor- 
dinary manner, and flung their limbs about as though 
they had been actuated by a supernatural, power.; 
Every one was exhilarated and in motion, — ^both 
horseman and footman, woman and child. The 
musicians also, not satisfied by making the whole 
of Boossk echo vrith the most grating and outrageous 
sounds conceivable, both sung, or rather screamed 
and danced, twisting their mouths, with their exer^ 
tions, into all manner of wry. and comical shapes. 
The spectacle altogether was odd and grotesque ^be- 
yond description, and such a one could never enter 
mto the dreams or waking visions of a European* 
Guns were fired by the king's followers, and other 
obstreperous and astoundi^ noises were made by 
the people. Never did we see the kin^ in a happier 
mood ; his satisfaction seemed to be quite complete. 
He smiled graciously on all around him ; and be- 
stowed many an arch and significant look upon us, 
as if he would have said, ^ Can your sovere^ boast 
so splendid a retinue as mine, or display so much 
re^ splendour V* 

The ceremony was lonff and fatiguing; and though 
the king w^ screened from the sun's rays by two 
large ponderous umbrellas, and though two men 
were standing by, constantly fanning him, yet per* 
f piration stood in large drops upon his forehead, and 
he ajqpeared nearly exhausted. After our curiosiqr 
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had been ampl^ gratifiedy the king rode away, pre* 
ceded by his singing and dancing women, his mu- 
sicians, his bowmen, and his speannen, with all their 
noise and clamour, and instantly began to make 
preparations for a horse-race. The course was 
short, rough, and uneven, and the competition be- 
tween the riders by no means animated. Indeed, the 
race was of short duration, and very inferior to the 
horse-racing of either Ki4ma or Wowow. The king 
is a gracefiu rider, and displaced his horsemanship 
to much advantage by galloping up and down the 
course ; and, owing to Ms advantageous stature, his 
appearance was very becoming. The sun was then 
setting, and as soon as he had disappeared the amuse- 
ments ceased. The people, both strangers and in- 
habitants, were then collected together before the 
king^s house, for the purpose of hearing an oration 
from their monarch ; for, in pursuance of an ancient 
and established practice, the King of Boossa annu- 
ally harangues his people on the celebration of this 
festival. The sovereign is at least a head taller than 
ally of his subjects, so that he was a remarkable and 
conspicuous object to every one of his audience. 
If such a comparison may be ventured on, the com- 
mencemeift of his speech was in its ns^ture not un- 
like that delivered on the opening of parliament by 
his majesty of England. The King of Boosa began 
by assuring his people of the internal tranquillity of 
tne empire, and of the friendly disposition of foreign 
powers towards him. He then eiuiorted his hearers 
to attend to the cultivation of the soil, to^work dili- 
gently, and live temperately ; and concluded with an 
injunction for them all to be abstemious in the use 
of beer. He declared that too much indulgence in 
it was the source of mnch evQ and wretchedness, 
and the cause of most of the quarrels and disturb- 
ances that had taken place in the city. ^ Gk> ; retire 
to rest soberly and cheerfiilly,*' said the king, <*and 
do as I haw requested ymi* when ;foo will be an e»> 
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ample to your neighbours, and win the good opinion 
and applause of mankind.'^ The king^s speech lasted 
for three-quarters of an hour. He spoke vehemently 
and with much eloquence ; his language was forcible 
and impressive, and his action appropriate and com- 
manding; and he dismissed the assembly with a 
graceful and noble air. Instead of a sceptre the 
monarch flourished the tuft of a lion^s tail. 

While the king was haranguing his subjects, and 
while all of them were listening with respect and 
attention to the precepts of morality and virtue 
which he recommended, two of our own men, one 
of whom w^s intoxicated, were fighting and blus* 
tering, and making a great uproar among the people : 
my brother endeavoured to separate them, but all 
his efforts were unavailing and abortive, and he only 
received severe blows on tne breast for his pains^ 
The fight was observed by the king, who seemed 
distressed and angry, and rode up to the men three 
different times, and commanded them to forbear and 
be quiet, but his interference was regarded with no 
more respect th£m my brother^s. My brother and I, 
perceiving that the principal of the fellows would 
tiot be pacified by any other means, gave directions 
that he might immediately be secured. But the peo- 

Sle of Boossk are gentle and compassionate in their 
isposition, and they not only regretted that the man 
was to receive pumshment, but were actually afraid 
io come near him, for he was wild as a maniac, and 
our own men were obliged to lay hold of him, and 
attempted to bind him with ropes. This was no 
easy matter, for he struggled hard with them ; but 
after an hour's desperate resistance, they succeeded 
in securing him, and he was subsequently confined 
in irons for the night, much against the wishes of 
the king and his people. This individual, whose 
name I forbear to mention, is a mulatto, and was 
born in the British colony of Nova Scotia, from 
whence he was removed in his childhood, with kto 
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parents, to Sierra Leone. While yet a boy, he wai 

sent to sea ; and before he had attained to maturity 
he had filled the different characters of a slave, a 
seaman, a pirate, and the master of a vessel. He 
afterward volunteered into the British navy, and be* 
came a man-of-war's man; but for a serious misde» 
meanour, he was flogged through the fleet in the 
Mediterranean, and deserted in cohsequence. We 
found him at Bad^Lgry, where he had sij^ered a fort- 
night's imprisonment, by order of Adooley, for ihefU 
When we first saw him, he told us a long and piti- 
ful story, of his having been bom a British subject, 
but falling sick on board of a merchant vessel, 
which was trading on the coast, he was set on shore 
about tive years ago by order of his captain, and 
from that time up to the period of his joining our 
party at Bad^gry, he had been a slave to Adooley, 
for the captain had left him to his fate. As we knew 
the man would be extremely useful in a canoe, to 
the management of which he has been accustomed 
from his infancy, and that he also understood the 
cleaning and repairinfi^ of guns, besides other useful 
liiatters, and as we likewise believed his artful tale, 
ve obtained the consent of the Bad^Lgrian chief, 
whose slave he was, to psurt with him, provided we 
would pledge ourselves to bring him back with us in 
safety^ In Yarriba we coujld l^ no means complain 
ot his general conduct ; he was always willing to do 
every thing we required of him, and was by far the 
most diligent and useful man of the party. At 
Booss^ and at Yioorie, however, his evil propensi- 
ties and bad conduct began to display themselves ; 
he became idle, drunken, a^pd careless, and purloined 
several little articles, which« intrinsically, were of 
lio value ; but in the reduced state of our finances, 
they were of great consequence to «s> - Besides 
which, he is one of the most abandoned creatures 
m the world; and it was a common practice with 
bm}i9 absent hiinself from our party several .days 
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together, so that we saw nothing of him, and when 
lie returned, was accompanied by complaints from 
the native women. This man's conduct has given 
us both much uneasiness, anxiety, and apprehension ; 
we scarcely know what to do with mm, he is so 
profligate and vicious : we thought of sending him 
back to Yarriba by a party of men who will leave 
hence for Keeshee in a day or two, but they dread 
the thoughts of his company, and reftise to take him 
along with them for any consideration. He has 
already threatened the lives of more than one of 
our men, and they begin to tremble with apprehen- 
sion foritheir personal safety. la his sober moments 
fab is quiet, orderly, and good-natured ; and it is only 
when his fiirious passions are excited by drinking 
that he becomes altogether ungovernable, anddi^lays 
all his fiend-like disposition, to the danger of our 
lives. We are likewise apprehensive that the na- 
tives of the country will entertain but a despicable 
opinion of us, when they reflect upon the outrageous 
conduct of this man, for his features are cast in thfe 
European mould ; he dresses in the English costume, 
like ourselves •, he speaks our language with readi- 
ness, and writes it with facility. 

Thursday, September 2d. — ^Yesterday was consid- 
ered as a day of amusement and recreation for men 
on horseback only ; but this has been devoted almost 
exclusively to dancing and singing, and other trifling 
diversions, which are more generally relished by 
people of all ranks, and of both sexes. At an early 
hour in the morning, the people of the city, with 
musicians in their train, assembled in large groups, 
and continued parading the streets sdl day, and sing- 
ing and dancing were kept up without intermission 
till four o'clock in the afternoon. 'Nothing could 
surpass the hilarity and general good-humour which 
prevailed among the people during the day. The 
features of every one were animated with joy. 
Theirs was no ordinary mirth s for heiaig natonilit 
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of a wannf>heBrted, sanguine disposition, they en- 
tered into Uie sports of the day with a fert^ency 
which displayed itself in all manner of extraordinary 
tricks, gestures, and movements. This was a holy- 
day for all, from the king to the meanest of his sob- 
jects. The old seemed to have forgotten their weight 
of yeaxSf the young knew no restraint, and those 
who before had talked of love in secret, now openly 
exchanged with each other 

*<ClohM and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Nodi and beeka, and wreathad amilea. ' 

A short relaxation from this tumultuous pastime 
was now obtained by some in making preparations 
for joining the king's party, which was fast collect- 
ing at his house. Such diversions as theirs, so 
highly excitine and gratifying, are nevertheless 
weansome to the strongest frame, and in this sultry 
climate must be particularly so to them. When 
they had all assembled, they presented a singularly 
grotesque and striking appearance. A cluster of 
between sixty and seventy Fal&tahs, men, women, 
and children, were some standing and some sitting 
in front of the doorway leading to the interior 
apartments. Their dresses were remarkably clean, 
neat, varied, and becoming ; the long black hair of the 
women was ingeniously and prettily braided, and 
confined in nets and caps; and their flowing gar- 
ments of striped cotton swept along the ground : the 
men wore red caps, loose, white tobes, and full trou- 
pers; and their little children were pleasingly clad, 
and decorated with all the finery and ornaments 
which their parents had been able to bestow on them. 
These well-lookiug Faldtaha formed the most inter- 
esting and agreeable assemblage of the whole ; they 
had lucewise more vivacity in their looks, and more 
quickness of action, than any of their companions. 
To the right of them, in an enclosure of mud, was 
•eated thei)ueen of Boossiu dressed loosely, thougli 
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not inelegantly, in rich EngliBh silks, as spectatress 
of the anrasements ; behind her were the king's other 
wives, and her own female slaves, who were pretty 
namerous." They formed also a cleanly, decent 
group, inferior only to the former. On each side of 
the Faldtahs and behind them was a great number 
of other spectators, of all ranks, many of whom were 
standing, and many sitting on the tmf and reclining 
a|[ainst the trunks of trees. Most of the men were 
clad in the Mohammedan costume, with cap, tobe, and 
trousers; and the majority of the women were 
dressed in neat and durable country-cloths, which 
were carelessly thrown over the left shoulder, and 
reached to the ground, leaving the right arm and 
shoulder, and part of the right leg, uncovered. A 
few among them, however, wore common Manches- 
ter cottons, of a large, showy, and vulgar pattern, 
which were infinitely surpassed by their own country 
cloth. 

Although the king had not made his appearance, 
the amusements were carried on with much anima^ 
tion; and the dancers, far from being tired, seemed 
to imbibe fresh vigour and renewed activity ; while 
the drummers, eight in number, with a fifer as an 
assistant, continued inlaying to them. A man first 
started from the crowd with a bundle of rushes in 
his hand, like a Grerman broom, which he flourished 
over Us head with inconceivable dexterity. After 
dancing awhile, he wasjoined by two Fal&tah women, 
whp imitated his actions, and partook of his fflee. 
One of them held a little girl by the hand ; and the 
whole four individuals, man, women, and child, con* 
tinned the dancing till they were completely fa*, 
tigued, when they were succeeded by another party 
of three or four, and then another in like manner, so 
that there was not a moment's pause in the dance 
at an^ time. They kept good time with the music 
and singing. But instead of the qoidc, lively mo*- 
. tion wiuch is generally observed on aimilai oooip 
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■ionif fhe dancers mored with a slow and mea 
sored step» in which there was nothing unbecoming 
or improper, and all seemed consistent with the mles 
of dehcacy. For want of a proper fan, the females 
used neat round mats of various colours ; and it 
afforded us no little entertainment to see them placed 
before the mouth whenever they wished to hide 
their faces, or attempt to conceal their laughter. 

Meanwhile the king was expected by every one 
with much anxiety and impatience, for as yet he had 
not been present tp witness the diversions of his 
people ; and it was not till past four in the afternoon 
that he showed himself from one of his huts. His 
arrival was welcomed by a spirited rally upon the 
drums, while he took his seat on a stool between 
the queen's station and the group of Faldtahs, and 
perceiving us amonff the crowd, he invited us to 
place ourselves near nis person. Several attendants 
who had followed their master stood on each side of 
him, forming, if it may so be called, a ** guard of 
honour." One of these men held two large bundles 
of spears, 'Whose points or barbs were confined in 
caps of burnished brass, on which he rested his 
bead with much solemnity, and with a slight inclina- 
tk>n of the body ; while from his temples was sus- 
pended a huge and. enormous hat, made either of 
grass or rushes, which reached to the ground, smd 
covered him like a shield. Others held loose bon- 
£[ea of spears, fans, and arrows, with the two pro- 
digious Arab trumpets which have before been cas- 
ually alluded to. Thus attended, the king entered 
into the spirit of the performances with a merry 
heart, and a determination to be pleased with them. 
He appeared to be by far the most deUghted specta- 
tor of the whole, and signified his ai^robation by 
encouraging words and glances to those who danced 
or simff to his satisfaction. A cheerful smile %ui»- 
mated his countenance during the whole time, Bod 
crasadhk featwea to assume an expression of good* 
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hiUiiOiir which it is a particular ctistom in him xttsvet 
to display so fully except on occasions of pubHti 
festivity and enjoyment, though he is one of thtf 
pleasantest and best-^tempered men that we haT6 
met with in Africa. . 

There was an elderly femdle who danced aloUd 
before the kin^, and by the peculiarity of her lookSf 
and her ludicrous and uncommon gestures, afforded 
us very great amusement. This woman is a talli 
awkward^ masculine, and uncomely figure ; yet she 
endeavoured to look so serious, at the -same tim< 
"wiUi so arch a countenance, and with a half-averted 
glance smiled with so much artfulness and loving* 
kindness on her sovereign and his attendants, danc 
ing at the same time with such an extraordinary 
motion of her person, that she obtained universal 
applause. This Was a fair challenge to the king^ 
and as soon as she had finished, the monarch him<« 
self arose and stepped into the ring to display hid 
acquirements in the art. Every one stood on hitt 
leg^, out of r^pect to their sovereign, as well to 
applaud his dancitig as to obtain a fairer oppor^" 
tunity of beholding his person $ and a great presa 
•Was made by the crowd in consequence, that they 
might gain a better view of him. The king moved 
tirith much stiffness and stateliness, which is at aQ 
times unbecoming in a dance ; but the populace ex-* 
pressed their admiration of his abilities iashotttd of 
joy,, and certainly his sLttempts to please and amus^ 
them deserved the full extent of applause* to nsi 
however, it does not appear that Nature^ which has 
been so bountiful to this beloved monarch in other 
respects^ has fitted him for so active an amusement 
as this ; for though his size itpproaches to the ma* 
jestic, though he walks and rideB with equal ease^ 
and though the exercise by no. means requires the 
greatest flexibility ofbody^ his dance, to ua at leas^ 
was a complete failiure ; for he has a foot ivbich 
msybecompa^Eoito thatof adioiaedanriiipmlW 
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size, and his toe is any thing but *^ light and fan- 
tastic." When his first dance, which was ihnch the 
same as that performed by his people, was con- 
clnded, the king began a second, by imitating' the 
canter of a native horse when going to war. This, 
as ma^ be supposed, was an inexpressibly odd and 
whimsical experiment, but it lasted a short time 
only; for in a very few minutes he disappeared 
from the spectators by cantering into one of his 
huts, followed by the cheers of admiration and the 
acclamations of every one present. 

The sun had now set, and with the departure of 
the prince the singing and dancing ceased for the 
evening; nevertheless all the people patiently awaited 
his return to the spot. Now, of all the celebrated 
dancers in the country, none can excel or equal 
the King of Wowow in grace, elegance, and viva- 
city ; and the fame of his skill in this amusement, 
which is thought so much of in this country, is 
gone abroad iiito all lands; every one, even his 
enemies, acknowledge his superiority in this polite 
accomplishment; and the envious aud malicious 
are compelled to own that he is without a rival 
from Bornou to the sea. Yet, notwithstanding 
his renown as ia dancer, the chi^f is a very aged 
man, having a most solemn aud forbidding aspect ; 
and though he has evidently, to use a common ex- 
pression, one foot in the gi'ave, he is as active as 
a boy, and indulges largely in this his favourite 
amusement every Friday. It was in order for us to 
witness his elegant dancing, we have been told, 
that he pressed us with jbo much earnestness and 
importunity to spend the holydays at Wowow, 
wMch we should certainly have consented to but 
for the discouragement our project received from 
the King of Boossi, who .was envious of his celeb- 
rity, and therefore compelled, rather than enticed 
us to remain here, that we might see his personal 
accomplishments to ^advantage, witness the public 
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gayety and festivities of Ms people, and in his ima- 
gination be struck with astonishment and admiration 
at his own perfection in the art of dancing. 

The Boossit pe<^le did not wait long for the re- 
appearance of their monarch ; for shortly after he 
came out to them, followed by a boy with two 
calabashes full of cowries, which were to be dis- 
tributed among the multitude. But first of all the 
king took up a handful, and gave to each of the 
singers, dancers, and musicians that had contributed 
so essentially to his entertainment; nor was the 
tall old woman forgotten, who had danced alone 
.before him, for she received a double allowance. 
We were rather pleased at this^ for she is our next- 
door neighbour, a poor old woman, who is very 
chatty and flippant, and has fallen in love with one 
of our young men, named Antonio. This having 
been done to the apparent satisfaction of ail parties, 
the remainder of the cowries were scattered by the 
king's own hand among the crowd to be scrambled 
for, which occasioned the most animating and amus- 
ing sight that can be conceived. Parents and chil- 
dren, brothers and sisters, strai^gers and friends, 
were scrai^bling and tumbling over each other, . 
some on their faces and some on their knees, both 
giving and receiving cuffs and kicks in the, scuffle to 
get at the money. This scramble lasted about ten 
minutes, when the party before the king's house 
broke up ; but the good-natured monarch, to show 
his affection for his subjects, whom he indeed re- 
gards with as much tenderness as^if they were his 
children, was unwilling to send them to their homes 
without giving them another last treat, so he danced 
sideways half-way up the race-course and back 
again to his residence with much stateliness. This 
was indeed a royal attempt ; the midiki smiled with 
delight that she had suck a spouse ; the people were 
louder than ever in their shouts of approbation \ all 
was noise, tumult, and Qonfiision ; their sovereign 
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more beloved than ever he had been ; and ai 
fhe evening closed in, silence was ^(radoaliy re- 
stored, and the people retired to their homes. This 
was the last of the hblydays, and the proceedings 
of this day have concluded their festivities. 

About ten o*cloek at night, when we were sle^ 
ing on our mats, we were suddenly awoke by a 
great cry of distress from innumerable voices, at 
^nded by a horrid clashing and clattering noise, 
which the hour of the night tended to make more 
ierriiict Before we had time to recover from our 
surprise, old Pascoe rushed breathless into our hut, 
and informed us with a trembling voice that ^ the 
0UQ was dragging the moon across the heavens." 
Wondering what could be the meaning of so ptrnnge 
snd ridiculous a story, we ran out of the hut half- 
dressed, and we discovered thai the moon was 
totally eclipsed. A number of people were gathered 
together in our yard, in dreadful apprehension that 
the world was at an end, and that this was but the 
*' beginning of sorrows.** We learned from them 
that the Mohammedan priests residing in the city, 
having personified the sun and moon, had told the 
king and the people that the eclipse was occasioned 
through the obstinacy and disobedience of the latter 
luminary. They said that for a long time pre* 
viously the moon had been displeased with the path 
ihe had been compelled to take through the hea*i 
vanst because it was filled with thorns and briers, 
and obstructed with a thousand other difficulties ; 
and therefore that, having watched for a fisivonrable 
opportunity, she had this evening deserted her usual 
track, and entered into that of the sun. She had 
not, however, travelled far up the sky, on the for* 
bidden road, before the circumstance was discovered 
by the sun, who immediately hastened to her in his 
anger, and punished her dereliction by clothing her in 
darkness, forcing her back to her own territories^ 
lod foii>i4diog her tp fbed her Ught upon the eartii* 
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This stoTv, whimsical as it may s^em, was received 
with implicit confidence in its trath by the king and 
queen, and most of the people of Booss^; and the 
cause of the noises which we had heard, and which 
were still continuing with renewed vehemence, was 
exi^ained to us by the fact that they were all " assem- 
bled together: in the hope of being able to frighten 
away the sun to his proper sphere, and leave the 
moon to enlighten the world as at other times.'* 
This is much after the manner of many savage 
nations. 

While our informant was yet speaking to us, a 
messenger arrived at our ysml from the king, to 
teU us the above tale, and with an invitation to 
come to see him immediately. Therefore, slipping 
on the remainder of our clothes, we followed the 
man to the residence of his sovereign from outside 
of which the cries proceeded, and here . we found 
the king and his timid partner sitting -on the ground. 
Their usual good spirits and cheerful behaviour had 
forsaken them entirely; both appeared overwhelmed 
with apprehension, and trembled at every joint. 
Like all their subjects, in the hurry of fear and the 
suddenness of the alarm, they had come out of their 
dwellings half dressed, the head and legs, and the 
tipper part of their persons, being entirely exposed. 
We soon succeeded in quelling their Kars, or at 
least in diminishing their apprehension. The king 
then observed, that neither himself nor the oldest 
of his subjects recollected seeing but one eclipse of 
the moon besides the one he was gazing at ; that it 
had occurred exactly when the Fal&tahs began to 
be formidable in the country, and that it had fore- 
warned them of ail the wars, disasters, and calami- 
ties which subsequently took place. 

We had seated ourselves opposite to the king and 
queen, and within two or, three feet of them, where 
we could readily observe the moon and the people 
without inconvenience, and carry oq the oonversa- 
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lion at too same time. If the rayal ooi^ple aim^ 
dered with teiror on beholdii^^ the daikeoed iikk»» 
we were scarcely less affect^ by the savage ges- 
tures of those within a few y^urds of ns, and by tiieir 
repeated cries, so wild, so loud« and so piercing* 
that an indescribat4e sensation of horror stole over 
lis, and rendered us almost as nerrons as those 
whom we had come to comfort. The earlier part 
oi the evening had been mild, serene, and remark- 
ably pleasant; the moon had arisen with miconunon 
lustre, and being at the full, her appearance was ex- 
tremely delightful. It was the conclusion of the 
holydays, and many of the people were enjo3ring 
the delicious coolness of a serene night, and resting 
from the laborious exertions of the day ; bat when 
taie moon became gradually obscured, fear overcame 
every one. As the eclipse increased, they became 
more terrified* Ail ran in great distress to inform 
their sovereign of the circumstance, for there was 
liot a single cloud to cause so deep a shadow, and 
they couSl not comprehend the nature or meaning 
of aa eclipse. The king was as easily frightened as 
his people, being equally simple and ignorant; he 
would not therefore suffer them to depart. Nurn* 
bers sometimes beget courage and confidence, he 
thought; so be commanded them to remain near 
his person, and to do all in their power to restore 
the lost glory of the moon. 

In front of the king's house^ and almost close to 
It, are a few magnificent cotton^trees, round which 
the soil had been freed from grass, &c., for the cele- 
bration of the games. On this spot were the terri* 
fied people assembled, with every instrument capable 
of making a noise which could be procured in the 
whole town. They had farmed themselves into a 
large treble circle, and continued running round 
with amazing velocity, crying, shouting, and groan- 
vig with all their might. They tossed and flung 
(tmt beads about, twisted their bodies mto all man- 



ns XGLiPBx. 8Q7 

tier of contortkms, jumped into the air, stamped 
with their feet on the ground, and flourished their 
hands above their heads. No scene in the romance 
ofRobinson Crusoe was so wild and savage as this; 
and a large wood-fire, with a few men spitted and 
roasting before it, was alone wanting to render it 
pomplete ! Little boys and girls were outside the 
ring, running to and fro, clashing empty calabashes 
ai^ainst each other, and crying bitterly; groups .of 
Dien were blowing on trumpets, which produced a 
iiarsh and discordant sound ; some were employed 
in beating old drams; others again were blo>ving 
on bullocks' horns; and in the short intervals be* 
tween the rapid succession of all these fiend-like 
noises, was heard one more dismal than the rest, 
proceeding from an iron tube, accompanied by the 
clinking of chains. Indeed, every thing that could 
increase the uproar was put in requisition on this 
memorable occasion ; nor did it cease till midnight, 
when, the eclipse had passed away. Never have 
we witnessed so extraordinary a scene as this. The 
diminished light, when the eclipse was complete, 
was just sufficient to enable us to distinguish the 
various groups of people, and contributed in no 
small degree to render the scene still more impos« 
ing. If a European, a stranger to Afnca, were to 
be placed on a sudden in the midst of the terror- 
strack people, he would imagine himself to be among 
a legion of demons, holding a revel over a fallen 
spirit ; so peculiarly unearthly, wild, and horrifying 
was the appearance of the dancing groups and the 
clamour which they made. It was perhaps fortu- 
nate for us that we had an almanac with us, which 
foretold the eclipse ; for although we neglected to 
Inform the king of this circumstance, we were yet 
enabled to tell him and his people the exact time 
of its dissq)pearance« This succeeded in some mea- 
sure in suppressing their fears, for they would bo« 
lieve any thing we might tell them; and perhaps 
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also, it has procured for as a lasting reputation *^ and 
a name." ** Oh," said the king, " there will be sor- 
row and crying this night from Wowow to Yaoorie. 
The people will have no one to comfort or condole 
with them ; they will fancy this ecUpse to be the 
harbinger of something very dreadful ; and they will 
be in distress and trouble till the moon shall have 
regained her brightness." It was nearly one o'clock 
when we left the king and queen, to return to our 
hut ; every thing was then calm and silent, and we 
lay down to rest in peace. 

Friday, September 3d. — ^The king's messenger 
came to us this morning with the intelligence that 
his master had caught cold by exposing himself the 
preceding night, and was confined to his apartment 
with severe pains in the bowels. We have also to 
complain of a similar indisposition. One of our 
men who offended so grossly at the horse-racing 
two days ago has been liberated, and appears 
ashamed of himself and truly penitent. He promises 
to abstain from drink in future, to deport himself 
soberly and orderly, to lay aside all thoughts of re- 
venge, and to be ready and willing at all times to 
do any thing which may be required of him. Not- 
withstanding his protestations, however, we are re- 
SGilved to place our guns and ammunition beyond 
his reach, together with all edged instruments what- 
soever ; for heretofore his temper has been known 
to be sullen, furious, and unforgiving, which may 
yet lead to disastrous conse;quences, and may involve 
us in difficulties. 

Monday, September 6M. — ^The man we sent to 
Coulfd, a fortnight since, to sell our ass, needles, 
&c., is not yet returned to Booss^, though he has 
exceeded the period we had specified for his absence 
by three or four days. Fearing that something un- 
pleasant may have happened to him, we this day 
despatched one of the king's people to Coulfd, in 
order to ascertain the ciaa^e of his delay ; and it 
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nothing detains Jiim'niore than a wantof sale for 
his goods, he is to return instantly with this messen- 
ger, rather t^an put us to inconvenience by a longer 
stay in that city. 

The Niffer is now conjpletely full, and in many 
places its banks are already overflowed, so that it 
18 extremely favourable for our proceeding down 
the river. With the change in the moon, however, 
we have had a constant succession of heavy showers, 
which have compelled us all day long to remain 
within doors, in a close, black, and smoky hut; 
having the disadvantage of damp, dirty walls, and 
of being pestered with myriads of black and white 
ants; and so long as the rainsxontinue we shall be 
able to take no other kind of exercise than that of 
moving round this miserable abode, like prisoners 
in a condemned oell. It is perhaps fortunate, after 
all, that our canoe has not been got ready so soon 
as we had anticipated, for constant exposure to the 
rains upon the water, in an open boat, would be ex* 
tremely unpleasant. Yet it is time that we should 
leave tfooss^, for in spite of the friendship of the king 
and queen, more especially of the latter, which is de» 
clining very fost indeed, their benevolent feelings are 
growing colder every day ; our resources at the 
same time are diminishing rapidly, ^d when they 
are |^one, we know not what we shall do. We now 
receive only a calabash of caff<is (a kind of dough or 
paste) from the king once in three days, so that we 
are compelled to eat them, at times, either in a state 
of putridihr, or go without \ and our men are half* 
famished, from the careless inattention, or perhaps 
from the vnlful negligence, of the midiki ; we can»> 
not, like the chameleon, live upon air,, and we have 
not a single cowrie to spare to purchase provisions* 
Our powder is reduced to a very small Quantity, 
and in all probability we have not half so much 
as we shall require on the Niger ; so ti^at for some 
time past we have relioquisbed our sporting ezeor* 
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sions altogether, though these once afforded as an 
ample supply of game for the consumption of our 
whole party. 

Caffas are little cakes made of meal and water 
boiled together. There are several different kinds 
of com at Boossii, all of which are also made into 
caffas. The method of separating the grain from 
the husk is by cutting the ears from the stalk and 
placing them m a kind of wooden mortar, in which 
they are subjected to pressure from a heavy piece 
of wood. The whole is then exposed to the wind 
on "an elevated situation, by which the husk is blown 
a'way. The process of grinding the corn is performed 
on a large stone slab, with another heavy stone, which 
ia worked by the hand. The slab is placed, for the 
sake of convenience, in an inclined position, and is 
sufficiently large only for the person to perform the 
operation on his knees, and it is one which requires 
no little exertion. Their only method of cooking the 
meal when thus prepared is by boiling it with water 
to the consistency of thick paste, in which ^tate it is 
poured out in small portions on leaves, and laid by 
for use. 

Wednesday, September Sth. — Messengers from the 
King of Borgoo arrived this morning in the city 
from the metropolis of Niki, accompanied by a few 
of the principal merchants of a large fatcLkiey which 
is now resting at Zalee, a small town about two 
hours' walk to the westward of Booss^ and which 
we passed through on our journey. These men are 
on their ^ay to the more easterly parts of the con- 
tinent. They say here, that about twelve months 
since, a fatidue consisting of an extraordinary num- 
ber of traders, with horses and other beasts of burden, 
laden with merchandise, were travelling through 
Borgoo, on their route to Gonja, whither they were 
agoing to purchase the goora or kola-nut. Thev 
were attacked, however, and plundered by the sol- 
ars of Niki and KilUna, who had laid in ambush for 
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them ; and rumour says that the princes of those 
countries shared the booty between them. It hap- 
pened that in the train of these merchants, and who 
m fact formed part of the fat^e, were six men 
from Boossk ; and when the news of their disaster 
and enslavement was communicated to their king, 
he is said to have been irritated in the highest de- 
gree, insomuch that he instantly despatched men 
with a peremptory message tp the Sultan of Borgoo, 
ta liberate his captured subjects, and restore to theni 
their horses atid property, or pjrepare for the con- 
sequences of hts resentment in case of a refusal. 
This message was treated with contemptuous in- 
difference by the Niki sovereign, and . he returned 
to the monarch of Booss^ a haughty and disdainful 
answer. But as soon 'as the latter heard it, he as- 
sembled the priests of the ancient religion of the 
country of which he is the head, and by their joint 
assistance, it is said, he made a powerful enchant- 
ment, by which the legs and arms of his enemy 
became entirely useless. The King of Borgoo lind- 
ing himself in thi<) helpless state, and his conscience 
reproaching him with the cause of it, he immedi- 
ately liberated the Booss^ merchants, restored to 
them their horses and property, and forwarded the 
messengers we have ali^eady spoken of as having 
arrived to-day from Niki, to 3oli(?it forgiveness of 
the King of Booss^, for the crime which he had per- 
petrated, and implore that the spell which bound 
and was consuming him might be dissolved forthwith. 
The men came loaded with presents of goora-nuts,, 
Ac, and they have been joyfully received. Perhaps 
the Borgoo monarch hastened to make restitution for 
his offence, not on account of his enchantment, as . 
these people imagine, but rather from public and . 
political considerations ; for, an consequence of the 
above quarrel, several of his towns had been taken ♦ 
possession of by the King of Boossk, which will now 
be abandoned, if the differences be amicably adjusted 
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between the parties, that their inhabitants may he 
pem^itted to return to their former allegiance. The 
King of BoossIl was restrained from making further 
conquests in Borgoo only by the interference of the 
King of Wowo w, who represented to him that the re^ 
venge be had already taken was more than propor- 
tionate to the offence that had been committed 
against him, and that he ought to rest satisfied 
therewith. The Niki messengers have been treated 
with the greatest respect, and the most generous 
hospitality. 

lake all earthly things, the pleasure and satisfac- 
tion excited by the novelty of our persons have 
passed away^ and we are no longer either the objects 
of care and attention from the King and his midiki/ 
or of curiosity among the natives. If we stay here 
much longer, this neglect on the part of the former 
will become alarming. No provisions have been 
sent us to-day, and our wants have been entirely 
lost sight of in the important arrival of these me&< 
sengers from Borgoo^ AYL has been joy in conse- 
quence; music and its usual accompaniments of 
discordant sounds have been going forward since $ 
and bustle and confusion prevail throughout the 
city. Our people alone are sad, for they have no« 
thing to eat. 

Thursday, S&ptember 9M.r^The fatakie mentioned 
yesterday as being at Zalee on the road to this city 
arrived here this forenoon, preceded by a drummer^ 
on horseback, as usual, to animate the party hj the 
sound of his instrument They entered Boossa one 
by one, which is their usual method of travellingy 
and formed a very long train, the chief merchant of 
tiie whole bringing up the rear. This company 
consists of about four hundred individuals ; and they 
have a great number of fine horses, a few mules, 
and two hundred asses, to carry their luggage. Their 
chief, and in fiact their only, merchaidtse Is the 
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goof«-BQt« for which they have been to Go&ja, a 
pliice only a few days' journey from Accra. 

Gonja ^as till very recently a {Mrovince of Ashan^ 
tee, and inhabited by a people between whom and 
the Ashantees there is no maoner of difference what« 
-ever, the manners, language, religion, and pursuits 
of both being precisely the same. But these goora 
merchants report that it has lately been separated 
from that empire, and is now an independent state. 
They say, that preceding the commencement of 
hostilities between the Ashantees and the British at 
Cape Coast Castle, &c., and their allies the Fantees, 
the former power requested the assistance of the 
people of Gronja in a premeditated attack against 
their enemies, which was objected to on the ground 
that the British had not offended them, and therefore 
they disliked coming to an open rupture with our 
countrymen. Nothing was said at the time by the 
King of Ashantee concerning the refusal of the men 
of Qonja to assist him in the war ; and when his 
subjects returned to Coomassie in triumph, after 
having defeated and slain Sir C. Macarthy, he 
seem^ to have foargotten it altogether. For some 
time after his total defeat by the British at Cape 
Coast Castle, he was' still silent. But when he had 
recovered from the wounds he had. received at this 
sanguinary battle, and the harmony of his subjects 
had been completely restored, he considered that 
tiien was the most proper time for punishing Gonja 
for its disobedience. For tMs purpose, say the 
merchants, he assembled a body of ten thousand 
men, most of whom were aarmed with muskets, and 
sent them, under the command of chosen captains, 
against the devoted province.^ But in the mean 
time the people oi Gonja had been by no means 
inactive, for having heard of the great preparations 
fhat were making at Coomassie, and being con- 
vinced that those preparations were designed against 
their own lives and . libertiesy they f<»med a plan of 
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attacking their invaders and defeating Uieir project 
which succeeded to the utmost of their wishes, and 
even beyond their expectations. When they had 
learned from a swift-footed messenger of the depart* 
are of the Ashantee army from Coomassie, and the 
road which they had taken, they stationed large 
bodies of stout well-armed men in ambuscade at 
various places in the bush, close to the pathway, 
and awaited the cmning of the foe. While the 
latter were drawing near to Gonja, not suspecting 
danger of any kind, and straggling aboi^t in imagined 
security, the men in ambush rushed out upon them, 
made a sudden and desperate attack on their whole 
force at the same moment, which threw the Ashan- 
tees into confusion, and the latter, dropping their 
arms, fled into the woods. The carnage is reported 
to have been dreadful. The conquerors gathered up 
the arms of their enemies, sung a song of victory, 
and returned in triumph to the city of Gonja. 

The King of Ashantee, according to the accounts 
of the merchants, on being informed of this disas^* 
trous and unlooked-for event, was more exasperated 
than ever against the successful party, and vowed 
revenge against them, their city, and their country.^ 
He therefore, very shortly after the failure of the 
first expedition, sent another army, stronger than 
the former^ with a command to destroy the rebel- 
lious city, and annihilate its inhabitants entirely* 
Tills news spread consternation among all classes 
of people in 6onja« and alarmed the strangers that 
had located in the country, insomuch that, on the 
advance of this second formidable army, they could 
not command sufficient resolution to go out against 
it, but deserted their dwellings and dispersed them- 
selves through all parts of tiie adjacent countries^ 
till such time as their enemies should think proper to 
return to Coomassie. It is almost unnecessary to 
add, that the city of Gronja was set on fire by the 
Ashantee soldiers, in pursuance of their commands^ 
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and 6very house in it burnt to ashes. The people, 
however, fancying the king's wi-ath to be sufficiently 
]q)peased, were beginning to return again from the 
places of their concealment, on the departure of the 
iaiiakie, and .were busily engaged in reconstructing 
their habitations. 

We do not pldce entire confidence in this tale, for 
almost every Jifrican is guilty of gross exaggera- 
tion in his statements, and too many of them are 
confirmed liars ; so that, after aU, the above story 
may only he founded on fact. 

Friday, September lOM. — Ever since the amva]. of 
the Borgoo messengers, nothing else is heard in the 
city but music, which is continued from sunrise' to 
sunset; and the long Arab trumpets are likewise 
sounded constantly in the middle of the night, the 
king taking this whimsical method of displaying his 
consequence and grandeur to the foreigners, which 
has amused us not a little. The dress of these Bor* 
goo men dififers but 'sUghtly from that which is 
worn by the people of Boossll and the neighbouring 
nations. We were favoured with a visit from them 
to-day, and their behaviour was remarkably deco- 
rous, though at first somewhat reserved. In their 
address they are extremely humble ; and when they 
accost a superior, they prostrate themselves -on the 
ground in the most abject and humiliating manner* 
Their chief is an elderly, quiet, respectable man, and . 
professes the Mohammeaan religion. On his en- 
trance into our hut, this forenooii, he had so little 
confidence in himself, and was so timorous, that he 
eould not speak ; he shook like a leaf, and his lips 
also quivered from fear ; indeed, the poor man was 
distressingly agitated^—^perhaps he thought that we 
were going to devour him : but he regained his as- 
surance when he found that such was not our inten 
tion, and in a very few minutes he became chatty 
agreeable, and communicative. 
^ We have received two messes from the king lately 
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cnne eotitiiting of a dish of stewed elephant^i fleabf 
and the other of the flesh of a hippopotamos, 
which had been caught in the Niger a short time 
before. The latter was rank and fat, and bore a 
greater resemblanoe to pork thsn to any other meat 
with which we are acquainted, yet it is considered 
delicate and delicious eating. 

The method adopted by die natires of destroying 
the elephant is rery simple. A large harpoon is 
thrust into the ground, in the middle of a path which 
they are known to frequent in their nightly excur- 
sions to the river for wateir, leaving the ragged 
points of the instrument above the ground in an in- 
clined position, and conceahng them with straw or 
stubble. The heavy beast, unsuspicious of danger* 
pursues the usual track with his companions ; he 
comes in contact with the harpoon, which enters 
his breast or belly, and having no sagacity to draw 
back, the elephant, smarting with pain, forces him<' 
self forwards with all his might, which causes the 
weapon to penetrate still more deeply into his hody, 
and he thus becomes a prey to his destroyers. Coa* 
sidering the vast number of elephants which inhabit 
the woods on the batiks of the Niger hereabouts, it 
is singular that so few of them are annually destroyed 
by the natives. Perhaps one reason is the little 
encouragement they receive for their trouble ; for 
. the flesh of these beasts, except when very young, 
is almost unsaleable, by reason of its toughness and 
rancid nature ; their teeth also are vahieless here, no 
use whatever being made of them. 

Saturday^ September llM.-**Our ears were sainted 
Just alter daybreak this morning by a dreadfol 
noise between a man and his wife, who were squab* 
bltng about some money matters, and, as is usual in 
such cases, they were surrounded by all their female 
neij^hboors, whose clatter exceeded, if poss3)ie, 
their own. They are slaves of the midiki, and ie-> 
-*^^ ^- out yard, within a door or two of oUr hot 
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Hbe qoanel tenninated in blows and tears, which' 
was instantly made known to the queen, who com- 
manded the delinquents to appear before her, and 
having entered into all the circumstances of the case, 
the differences between them were adjusted on the 
spot. The woman accused her husband of having 
stolen from the place where she had concealed them 
no less than four hundred cowries, which was the 
original cause of the dispute. The accusation 
coi^d not be denied ; and the man endeavoured to 
sooth his wife by gentle words, and bring her into 
good^humour by flattery, and expressed contrition 
for his offence ; but this aroused the anger of the 
furious woman, who abused her husband with all 
the reproachful epithets she could make use of; 
and though she was blubbering all the while, she 
would have gone a still greater length, if he had 
not stopped her mouth by a Severe beating. So 
little tenderness or sociability exists between a mar-' 
ried couple, particularly if they should happen to be 
slaves, that they have nothing in common; and 
though they eat and sleep in the same hut, they 
seek a separate livelihood. 

Perhaps it would be speaking vdthin compass to 
say that four-fifths of the whole population, not only 
in this country, but hkewise every other hereabouts, 
are slaves. Many of them are permitted to roam at 
large, provided they attend upon their masters when . 
called upon; these procure their own subsistence, 
and devote part of their time to the service of their 
owners : others reside in the houses of their mas-^ 
ters.as domestic servants, and are hkewise expected 
to contribute towards their own su^^rt. The, 
Queen of Booss^ has a great number of Faldtah 
slaves ; the men are constantly employed in taking 
care of her herds, and milking the cows, and the 
females dispose of the milk ; half of the money ob- 
tained by this means the FaJitahs keep to maintain 
themseiyes. Thus are the slaves treated in their 

lis 
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natm oo1mtry^— they ei^oy much fiteddom; are 

never overworked ; have plenty of leisure timey and 
are rarely punished, and even then but slightly. If 
a slave run away from his master, and is afterward 
taken and brought back, he is simply confined in 
irons a day or two for his offence ; but he is sold to 
another the first opportunity. The natives have a 
strong antipathy to flogging, or severe chastisement 
of any kina, and very seldom have recourse to the 
means of punishment wliich they have in tlieir 
power to inflict. 

Sunday f September 12th, — Our man, who has been 
expected with some anxiety and apprehension for 
his safety, arrived this afternoon from the city 
of Coulfd, but with very little money indeed, having 
disposed of the ass for less than half its vahie, and 
sold, comparatively speaking, a very small quantity 
of needles. The remainder, which were valued at 
thirty thousand cowries, were stolen from him, he 
asserts, a few days before his departure; but we 
strongly suspect that this is a falsehood, and that 
the fellow has converted them to his own use. Since 
the messenger to Rabba left Boossii on bis errand^ 
we have heard no intelligence whatever concerning 
him ; and as every thing is now ripe fcnr our enter* 
prise, we begin to feel impatient and uneasy atf cmt 
long, and to us unnecessary detention in this plaee^ 
and the irksomenessof our paresent dependent sittta* 
tion; for we are often troubted with painful appre^ 
hensions and surmises, that spmething unpleasant 
may yet intervene to frustcate oui intentions, em* 
barrass us with difficulties, and extlnguisli all onr 
anticipations of success. 

The king had not visited us for a fortnight, and 
t^refore we sent a message to him this forenoon^ 
intimating the great anxie^ we felt to ]m>ceed on 
our Journey, and our earnest hope that he would; 
pVfBoa^ us to 40 so immediately^ evea be£6r& the rew 
turn ot hifl niesBeAgi»r fi'om Nouffie. W^ cooi* 
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|A^ed fliat we were detfitute of almost ei^ery tiling i 
tiiflt we were wearied out with repeated dlflapjpeinU 
mente, and with having nothing to do for so long a 
time ; that our health was fast declining, and our 
life wasting away ; and concluded by assuring him, 
that if we did not quickly return to our country, the 
worst consequences might ensue, and then what 
would become of his good name ? To this the king 
made answer, that it was our future welfare alone 
which had uiduced him to take those measures and 
precautions which he perceived with sorrow we dis- 
approved of and disliked so much ; that we did not 
display our wisdom by our impatience ; and that to 
attempt proceeding down the river before the retnm 
of his ambassador, would, iQ his opinion, be not 
only presumptuous and improper, but would like* 
wise be highly injurious to our interests. 

The king promised to come and see us in the 
evening, and talk over the matter with us himself* 
According to his promise, therefore, he paid us & 
visit at the time appointed^ and recapitulated that 
which he had before told Pascoe, but added that it 
would be absolutely necessary for us to make v 
good present to the King of Nouffie, and another ta 
the Fal^ltah Chief of Rabba. He then gave broad* 
faints for one of our pistols, which he admired m tbv 
usual way ; but as we were not obliged to compre* 
bend his enigmas, and as we could ill spoire th9 
pistol, we appeared very stupid, and would not un« 
derstand his meaning. The king shortly aftetwiinib 
took his leave, yet he was by no means angry at' 
the failure of his ingenious device. In respect tor 
his recommendation that we should endeavour all 
in our power to mdce friends of the King of Nouffir 
and the Chief of Rabba, we have nothmg left woib 
thy of their acceptance, and shall therefore attempt 
to shim one of these riders at least. 

2W:Mfoy, September 14M.-^The same wip e r stitiou i 
mfhoorn and prejEndietts-respMitii^'iritcheB^ 
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and ill-wisharsy and the same belief in Beeromancy, 
prerail here at this day, as were current in enlight- 
ened Europe as recently as the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. The king sent a messenger 
this morning to request the favour of a couple of 
charges of powder, stating that two women had ab- 
sconded to F0CO9 which is a tdwn on the banks of 
the Niger, a httle way below Inguazhilligee, and 
that if it should be found necessary, the powder 
might be used to frighten the runagates into a com- 
pliance with the wishes of their pursuers. In the 
evening the women, who had surrendered them- 
selves at Foco, landed here from a canoe, and were 
immediately put in confinement. We are told that 
these two poor old creatures resided on an island a 
little way up the Niger, and were lately accused by 
their town's-people of the crime of witchcraft, and 
with two old wizards, their neighbours and friends, 
of " hamnf eaten the spirits of Jive individuals^^ who 
all are said to have died by this means. The men, 
aware of the persecution and the fate that awaited 
them should they be taken, succeeded in making 
their escape as soon as this crime was laid to their 
charge ; but the females were not quite so fortunate, 
for the place of their concealment was made known 
to the lung, and he caused them to be apprehended, 
as above mentioned. One of the reputed witches is 
a very aged woman, but her companion is not quite 
80 old. The pmiishmeut that awaits them is per- 
petual slavery ; whereas, if the men had been caught, 
they would liave been bound hand and foot, and flung 
into the Niger, and there left to perish. All witches, 
wizards, and ill-wishers are treated in the same 
manner; the punishment of witches not being so 
rigorous as that of their male associates in the black 
art, in consideration of their sex. The belief in 
their power is very genersd, and instances of people 
faneyuig themselves bewitched, and suffering from 
their maUgndnt incantations, are by no means an- 
fiommoAi 
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Saturday, September 18M. — ^During the last four 
teen days my brother had been extremely indisposed 
from a slight attack of bilious fever, which has 
brought him to a very low and languid state, inso- 
much that 1 urged the king on Wednesday to send u^ 
awsur, to try if change of air and scene would not 
produce a beneficial effect on his health. The mon* 
arch, after many scruples and much hesitation, ^t 
length appointed the second day of the moon, that 
being, he pronounced, the happiest and luckiest of 
all days. He could not, however, forbear express- 
ing bis deep regret at our determination of leavin(^ 
Boossa before the return of his messenger (torn 
NouMe ; it might be detrimental to our personal itl- 
terests^ and his own reputation would aJso suftbr it 
any thmg should befall us on the river, but he had 
already given his word for our departure, and froiii 
this promise he could not swerve. To-day is th^ 
second of the moon, but the Africans calculate 
ttpon it as the first only, because they never see that 
orb plainly till the second time of her appearance. 
This afternoon we wished to pay our respects to thd 
king, previous to our departure, which we iinderi 
stood was to take place to-morrow morning, but tb 
our surprise he asserted that the moon would not 
be discernible that evening, and therefore that Mon- 
day next will be the day which was specified. Thd 
moon, however, did shine fairly in sight of all the 
people ; nevertheless we have made no further re- 
mark to the prince on the subject, thinking it might 
confuse and irritate him. 

Sunday, September 19/A.— This morning we "^ete 
so unlucky as to upset a large bowl of muk, one of 
which we werp daily silpplied with from the king^^ 
house. We sent to have it replenished, because iii 
our present circumstances we could ill afford to Ids* 
so great a luxury. Instead of gratifying us in thU 
particular however, he expressed himself quite 
oveijoyed at the circumstance, and asserted thstt ft 
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was the most happy omen in the world, and that wp 
ought to consider ourselves as peculiarly favoured 
and fortunate. So we were obliged to content our- 
Bielves without breakfast, of which the accident had 
deprived us, because of the superstitious nonsense 
of the monarch. 

Every thing is now got ready for starting. As it 
is not our present intention to call at many inhabited 
places on the banks of the Niger, we have provided 
ourselves with a great quantity of provisions, which 
consists chiefly of three large bags of corn and one 
of beans. We have likewise a couple of fowls and 
two sheep, so that we are of opinion we shall have 
food enough for all hands for three weeks or a month 
at least. To add to our stock, the king and midiki 
between them have given us a considerable quantity 
of rice, honey, corn, and onions ; and two large pots 
of vegetable butter, which weigh not less than a 
hundred pounds. 

This afternoon, to our unspeakable joy, the long« 
expected and v^ished-for messenger arrived in this 
city from Rabba,. accompanied by two messengers 
from the King of Nouffie, one of whom, a modest* 
looking, respectable young man, is his own son. 
These men are to be our guides as far as Rabba, 
after we have passed which city, all the Nouffie ter- 
ritory to the southward is under the surveillance of 
Ederesa and his partisans. ** The magia,'* says the 
Booss4 ambassador, '^ was delighted with the intel« 
ligence that white men were to honour his domin« 
ions with their presence ;" he showed me the presents 
made him by Captain Clapperton three years ago, 
and ssyid a great deal in his favour and comraenda* 
tion. '* And as a proof," continued the man, " of his 
friendly disposition towards you, and his interest in 
your welfare^ he has not only sent his son as your 
companion and guide, but he has likewise despatched 
a messenger to every town on the banks of the 
Niger either considerable or unimportant, even a4 
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fm HA Fonda, which is beyond the limits of the em- 

Eire 5 and he is commissioned to acquaint their in- 
^lAlants of the fact of your intention of proceeding 
down the river, and to desire them to assist you with 
their encoaiagement and support, so far as it lies in 
their power to do." 

After some little consideration, we knew not 
whether we oufi^ht td feel pleasure or regret, thank- 
fulness or indiiference, at the arrival of these men, 
and the occasion which brought them hither: at 
present we can only foresee that they will be a 
heavy burden on our funds ; and as it happens that 
we have the utmost difficulty in the world in support- 
ing ourselves, it will cause us additional trouble, 
expense, and uneasiness, in providing them with the 
bare necessaries of life. The king, however, had 
but one feeling on the subject, and that was unbounded 
dfelight; he capered around his hut with trans- 
port, when he saw our guides and heard their 
message ; and after a burst of joy, he began to cry 
like a child, his heart was so fuU. " Now,** said he, 
when he had become more composed, " whatever 
may happen to the white men, ray neighbours can- 
not but acknowledge that I have taken every care of 
them, treated them as became a king, and done my 
best to promote their happiness and interests. They 
will not be able," continued the monarch with exult^ 
ation, " they dare not have the effronetry to cast at 
me a reproacli like that which they bestowed upoa 
my ancestor* I can now safely intrust the white 
men to the care, protection, and hospitality of a 
neighbouring monarch, who, I am convmced, if not 
for my sake, at least for his own, will receive and 
entertain them with every mark of distinction and 
kindness. I know and feel that towards them I 
have done my duty, and let my neighbours see to it 
that they do theirs.'' And so ne has, for though we 
have been Ms guests for so long a time, and been 
occasionally not a little troublesome to him with our 
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importomty, yet we have observed nothing eitberr'D 
his manners or character to condemn» but nineh» 
very much, to approve of and admire. His disposi- 
tion is open and ingenuous, and his sentiments can> 
did and sincere ; no child is more simple, innocent, 
and unsuspicious than he. The little we have had 
to complain of is owing to our detention here longer 
than we wished ; but then, perhaps, we have been 
a little too hasty and petulant, and it must likewise 
be remembered that, in regard to us, tie king's rep- 
utation and honour were at stake, and after all he 
may be perfectly right in his opinions and conjec- 
tures. 

This evening an old Mohammedan priest, whose 
countenance s^med to radiate with meekness, sim- 
plicity, loving-kindness, and good-nature, mtered 
our dwelling, and entreated us with earnest impor- 
tunity to give him, before our departme, a quantity 
of deadly poison, a very small portion of which he 
wished might destroy life in a few moments after it 
should be liken. The hoary old villain did not hesi- 
tate to confess, in confidence, that his motive far 
making this strange request arose from the desire he 
felt to administer the poisonous drug to a neighbour, 
whom he longed to put out of the world, because he 
had done him some slight imaginary wrong. Of 
course we execrated the horrid intention of the man, 
who, rather than listen longer to om* reproaches, 
turned his face and walked away. In the night 
Boossa was visited by a thunder-storm. During the 
time we have been at Boossi, the thermometer has 
ranged between 76 and 93, but it has most generally 
been between 80 and 70, and \h» weather very op* 
pressive. 
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